(Use Library Letterhead)

Sample News Release Announcing New Library Public Computer Center
Library Broadband Builds Nebraska Communities                             

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
[Insert the date this release is mailed or delivered.] 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
[Insert the name of the library contact person.]

[Insert the phone numbers(s) for the contact person.]

[Insert the e-mail address for the contact person.]
[INSERT name of your library] Invites Citizens to Use New Computers

[your Town, State] [your library name] received [insert number] new computers through the Library Broadband Builds Nebraska Communities project. The computers are installed and ready for use by the public. The computers can be used free of charge to access court records, find health information, take advantage of educational opportunities, hunt for jobs, explore small business options, etc. The computers and furnishings are valued at [Insert figure from Your Community Value Sheet here].
Use this quote:
 “New technologies have helped all libraries but have been especially important in our many rural communities,” said Rod Wagner, Nebraska Library Commission Director. “Public libraries are the most commonly used place (outside the home or office) for accessing the Internet.” 
Or use this quote:
“The broadband technology grant presents an unprecedented opportunity for many Nebraska public libraries to upgrade their public computing capacity for serving community residents," said Rod Wagner, Nebraska Library Commission Director. "Technology enhancements will result in measurable increases in use of library computers for E-Government, learning, employment information, and more. The ultimate benefit goes to the many Nebraskans who will have greater access to library computers and high-speed connectivity networks for personal, education, and job-related needs.”
Quote from the local librarian…something like this:
“The Public Computer Center is an exciting addition to our community. We will provide free access to the Internet along with training for many levels of users. For example, those seeking new computer skills, looking for a job, or researching health information can learn here.  Over the next several months, many training sessions will be offered in the center,” said [Insert Local Librarian name].
If an Open House or Learning Night is scheduled…something like this:
Join the________ and, our partners the ______ and the ______, in celebrating the launch of our Public Computer Center.  Our launch/open house/learning night event on _____________ at ___________is a wonderful way for everyone in our community to check out our library public computer center.  

This project was supported in part by the Department of Commerce National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP), funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, as administered by the Nebraska Library Commission.

###

Note to Editor: Interview Opportunities: [name, title] is available for interviews and to provide additional information about the grant and the new computers. Please contact [name] at [telephone number] or [e-mail address] to arrange. Photo Opportunities: There will be excellent photo opportunities of customers using the computers and participating in the workshops.

