Why Do We Need A Media Kit?

Congratulations on receiving your new computers through the Library Broadband Builds Nebraska Communities project. This project was supported in part by the Department of Commerce National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP), funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, as administered by the Nebraska Library Commission. 

The Nebraska Library Commission put together this media kit to help you spread the word that the computers have arrived. The most important components of this message are that: (1) these computers are available for everyone to use, (2) training sessions or workshops will be held at the library for customers who would like to learn how to use the computers to get access to information they need, and (3) the use of these computers and most of the training sessions are free of charge. 

One way to get this message out to your library customers and potential customers is to have stories printed in the local newspapers and broadcast on area radio and TV stations. The Library Commission has developed this media kit to provide some assistance in that effort. Tools and examples assembled here are intended merely for guidance--feel free to change or adapt them in ways that make sense for your library and your community. Some of this information was originally developed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and published online in the Staying Connected Toolkit. Some of that material has been taken from the toolkit and modified to address the needs of libraries in Nebraska. 

In addition to the publicity about the computers and training, we encourage Nebraska libraries to hold special events such as Open Houses, Library Learning Nights, and Launch Events to attract customers and show off the new hardware and software. In some communities there will also be a need to recruit volunteers to assist in maintaining the computers and providing training.

