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To the Club women of Nebraska:-—

LINCOLN

The time of yvear for the passage of
public library ordinances and tax levies hy town boards is near at
nhand. If you are looking forward to the establishment of a publie
livbrary this year,you have only until the last of May to organize
public sentiment. To convince your town board that the taxpavers are
7illing,even anxious,tc have an additional levy for library purposes
ig an impertant part of the work of estahlishing a library--esrecial-
ly wren you have first to convince the taxpayers. Since the total
levy allomable for library purposes is two mills,a little calculation
w7ill serve to convince even vour heaviest taxpeyer that his share of
the library tax cannot be enough to impoverish him. If the cash value
of his property is estimated at $100,000 and the assessment value is
the traditional one fifth of the cash value,then a two mill library
levy would take #40 a year from his pocket . Any pubhlic spirited man
ought to he willing +o support a library at the rate of 4 cents for
every $100 of his actual wealth. The Tomen's clubs of Nebraska can
certainly be depended upon to demonstrate to the most obdurate tax-—
nayer that no one should be penurious enough to ohject to 50 small
a tax in so good a couse. For every citizen who #ill adnit to the
agsessor that his wealth equals a cash value of $1OG,OOO,tHere will
Pe several hundred whose modest hioldings will not reach 1000 or
even 3500,¥ou can easily dermonstrate tha* no one will find a library
tax burdensome.

I, is gratifying to knoz that it may,shortly,he possible for 1i-
brary revenue: to he somewhat increased,under the operation of our
new revenue law, The expectation is that if the cash value of all
taxarle vproperty in the state is brought to light ,the assessment roll

~™ill be so greatly increased that a two mill levy may possibly bring
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from once and a half to twice as much as at present. Be ready to see
to it that,in any case,the city council is sufficiently enlightened
as o regard two mills for litrary purnpeses as none t00 much.

I enclose herevith a traveling lihrary apmlication blank and cir-
culars ritl the request +ha* each club appoint a committee to find a
commuﬁity that would be henefitted by the use of a traveling 1ibrary
and do what may be done %o induce residents of the community to make
application for a library. I am especially anxious to send the librar—
ies 1in%to the country,and this request is made after consultation with
the chairman of the Library extension comnittee of the N .P.W.C, This
is a vpractical form of library extension that all can Bedn 1h,

Books loaned to cluhs from this office should be returned as soon
as you are through =tith them. Last year,several clubs were slor in
attending to the matter. Clubs are asked to advise me,at the earliest
pessible time wrhat they expect to call for in *he ay of hooks next
year. I expect to prepare for distribution some simple study outlines
“ith lists of our available bhooks on the several subjects. The sub-
jects of these outlines will nrobably be domestie science,child study,
Russia and Japan,fine arts,fnglish history and literature. Should
a number of cluhs indicate a preference ror any special subject,I shall
be glad to make an outline on that sunrject.

Sincerely,

Edna D. Bullock,Sec'y,
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