Nsbraska Public Livrary Commission

Lincoln,9 Mr.1904,

To librarians of cur traveling libraries:—
e have now 85 libraries,lO

of which are at p ermanent stations. This means a good deal of busi-
ness for us to take care of, By far +the greater proportion of those
7ho serve as librarians are painstaking,faithful workers hose good
OoTrk we very much appreciate. There are sore exceptions “or Those ben-
efit the following suggestions are made:-—

1. It takes only a minute to look through a hook when i+ is returned,
and note its ccndition,hefore letting tle borrower have another,

2. Keep loose paper covers on the books. It is better not to naste
the covers dovn,as the paste sometimes sticks to the book.

3. Pack carefully —ith clean material. Be careful to put name of ship-
ner on the tag. Books le®t behind are a great source of annoyance
%0 us, Have the nurher complete before 8hipping,if possible, Pre-
pay drayage to freight agent ,if possible. If not,send stamps with
Key and renmort,

4. Read your instructions and follow them.

If a thing is worth doing a% all,it is worth doing well, If you
have undertaken +o0 be a help %o your community by acting as librar-
ian,live up to your agreement and opportunity.
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Ye are anxious to have more permenent stations. Our book fund is
low,but that is not our‘reason for desiring more stations. It is a
principle of business that we value most that which costs us something
in time money or energy. The feeling of proprietorship which comes
with a community investment is worth many times the actual cost in
time or dollars, It gives both body and soul to an enterprise. The
permanent, stations will develop,in most cases,into permanent village
libraries. The time for the annual levy of village taxes is in May.

If possible,bring up the matter of a library ordinance and a two mill
levy in your community at once,if you have no public library. Even $50

from taxation is a good beginning if you cannot get more. With that



and a nermanent traveling library station,and a few presistent workers,
you can surely win out. Bven though the immediate results seem no larg-
er than the traditional mustard seed,you may confidently expect ulti-
mate results all out of proportion to the energy vou expend.

A rural community can he henefitted‘by hecoming a permanent station
even though there is no possibility of establishing a public library.

Enclosed are some of our circulars and a traveling library applica-
‘tion hlank which I should be glad to have you put into the hands of
some one who will be interested in making annlication for a library for
some appreciative comrmnity. We are anxious to have all libraries in
use during the summer,even if the circulation is very light. e have
no safe or satisfactory place to keep the libraries, You are in a posi-
tion to XKE give the traveling libraries wider publicity.

I should be glad to have a more general response %o my requent for
photographs of the traveling libraries in their several places. The
time for shipping the exhibit is very near.

Sincerely,

Edna D, Bullock,Sec'y.
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