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Susan Knisely
Online Services Librarian

Nebraska Library Commission
September 27, 2006

Why WorldCat?

WorldCat contains over 68 million records
describing material owned by libraries around 
the world.
Records describe:

material in over 400 languages
material dating back to 1,000 B.C.
material owned by all types of libraries, including 
historical society, museum, and archive libraries if 
they catalog with OCLC. 

WorldCat allows searchers to not only discover
potentially valuable resources, but also identify 
libraries that own them.

Types of genealogical material 
included in WorldCat

Account books
Autobiographies
Cemetery records
Church histories and 
records
Civil War and other military 
records
Company information—
catalogs, archives, etc.
Diaries and journals
Family Bibles
Family papers
Historic newspapers

Historic photographs—
including digitized ones
Indexes to burial records
Indexes to births, marriages 
and deaths
Indexes to obituaries and 
wills
Interviews and oral histories
Manuscripts from archives
Oral histories
Pictures
Probate records
Town histories
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How to Access WorldCat 

Login through NebraskAccess:

1. Go to www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess
and click on the Login icon

2. Login with NebraskAccess password or 
NE driver’s license number

3. Click on Books (WorldCat)

Helpful Hint: Be Systematic!

Keep track of the searches you’ve already 
performed, so you won’t repeat them.
When new search terms or strategies 
occur to you mid-search, write them 
down and plan to come back to
them later. Otherwise you’ll be 
tempted to abandon your 
current search in favor 
of the new lead.  

Starting Points

Family name
Geographic location
Ethnicity
Occupation
Organizations 
Religion / Church
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Family Name Searches

Type in the family name, followed by the 
word family, and enclose in quotes 

Example: “delashmutt family”

Select “Subject” from the drop-down box 
to the right of where you entered the 
name.

Family name + geographic location

If you retrieve too many records in response 
to a family name search, try adding a 
geographic location (e.g., “Jackson family” in 
subject and Iowa in keyword).

Geographic Location Search

Material about the place your ancestors 
lived may contain information about your 
ancestors.  However, because your 
ancestors aren’t the focus of the material, 
your family name won’t be used as an 
access point (e.g., named person subject 
heading).  To find this material you must 
search for the geographic location as 
keyword or subject.
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Geographic Location Searches

Start specific and get broader (e.g., town 
� county � state).
Type in the town or county name followed 
by the state.  Don’t enclose in quotation 
marks.
Select “Subject” or “Keyword” from the 
drop-down box to the right of where you 
entered the place name.

Geographic Location Searches (cont.)

A subject search on Glenwood Iowa retrieves 65 
records, including:

Two Glenwood Methodist Episcopal Church cook 
books, from 1925 and 1934.
An oral history videorecording of a Glenwood, IA 
woman who worked in a bomber factory during WWII.
An historical sketch of Mt. Gerizim Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons, Glenwood Iowa (1920)
Glenwood Lutheran Church: anniversary and 
centennial year, 1853-1973
Fifty years of service, 1871 - 1921 [Mills County 
National Bank]

Geographic Location Searches (cont.)

A subject search on Mills County Iowa retrieves 
221 records, including:

Two histories of Mills County, IA (1881 & 1985)
Mills County, IA marriages 1880-1885
Mills County Genealogical Society quarterly 
newsletter (held by Allen County Public Library)
Mills County, Iowa graves registrations (WPA 1939)
Plat book of Mills County, Iowa (1900-1940?)
The Mills County men who have answered their 
country’s call (1910s)
Farmers’ national county telephone directory (1900s-)
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Did your ancestors have a strong ties to “the old 
country?” If so, look for histories of their ethnic 
group in the state.  Example: A subject search on 
Swedish Americans Iowa retrieves 67 records, 
including:

Svenska monitoren (1800s-1939) (weekly Swedish-language 
newspaper published in Sioux City, IA)
History of the first Swedish pioneers who settled Otter 
Creek Valley . . . from 1867 to present time (1915).
Swedish settlements in Iowa: with biographies of Swedish 
men and women in Des Moines and vicinity (1937).
Swedish settlements in southwestern Iowa: with biographies of 
business and professional men of Swedish decent [sic] (1938)
Swedish Heritage Society news.

Ethnicity Search

Occupation Search

Do you know what your ancestor did for a living?  
Did they work in a field with professional 
organizations (e.g., physician, lawyer, etc.)?
Did they work for a well-known institution (e.g., a 
university, court, or hospital)?

If so, you may be able to find your ancestor referenced in 
professional directories or institutional histories.

Occupation Search (cont.)

A subject search on physicians Iowa 
retrieves 136 results, including:

A History of the Dept. of Internal Medicine, State Univ. of Iowa
College of Medicine, 1870-1958.
Numerous county-specific medical histories (e.g., History of 
medicine in Boone County.)
Medical and surgical directory of the state of Iowa, (1876-?).
The Iowa medical profession in the Great War (1927).
Physicians’ and dentists’ directory of the states of Iowa and 
Nebraska (1896).
Record books, 1905-1956, Phi Beta Pi Fraternity [National 
medical fraternity], State University of Iowa.
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Organization Search

Did your ancestor participate in an organization that 
maintained written records, like a labor union, a 
fraternal organization, or a social reform group?  If so, 
you may be able to find the organization’s records 
housed in a university or historical society 
archive.  These records may yield multiple
references to your ancestor!  

You’ll also want to keep an eye out for 
commemorative histories of organizations in which 
your ancestor participated (e.g., A look back at the 
first fifty years...).  

Organization Search (cont.)

A subject search on Freemasons Iowa retrieves 
102 results, including several lodge histories (e.g., 
Masonic history, 1841-1896.  Hawk Eye Lodge, 
no. 30, at Muscatine, Iowa). 

A subject search on labor unions Iowa
retrieves over 1,400 results, including 
oral histories, and archived records from 
various “locals” (e.g., Bricklayers, Masons, 
and Plasterers International Union of America 
Local 5 [Sioux City, IA] records, 1890-1953). 

Religion / Church Search

Do you know your ancestor’s religious affiliation?  Or 
even better, the name of the church he/she attended?  
If so, you may be able to find: church histories; church 
directories; archival collections of church records; 
church/denomination newsletters; state 
conference proceedings.  

If your ancestor actively participated in 
the religious community, these materials 
may yield multiple references to your 
ancestor.
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Religion / Church Search (cont.)

If your ancestor was a Methodist, try one of 
the following:

A Subject search on Iowa Methodist church
A Subject search on Iowa Methodists
A Subject search on Iowa Methodism

...or kill three birds with one stone using truncation:

Try a subject search on Iowa Methodis*

Last but not least . . .

Perform a subject search on Iowa genealogy to 
retrieve:

Iowa census records
Name indexes
Cemetery directories
Rosters of soldiers
“How to” books on Iowa genealogy
Iowa Genealogical Society publications
And more…

Locating a copy of an item

If it’s a book, try to borrow a copy through 
interlibrary loan; if it’s a newspaper try to borrow 
the microfilm.
Consider visiting the nearest library that owns 
the item if you cannot borrow it.
Consider trying to purchase the item.
If it’s a periodical (magazine, newsletter, etc.) try 
to contact the society that publishes it to see if 
an index is available, then request photocopies 
of relevant articles via interlibrary loan.
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If you can’t buy, borrow, or visit 
it….

Consider contacting the library to see if 
staff will do genealogical look-ups and 
make photocopies for a small fee.
Hire a local genealogist to go to the library 
and do the look-ups for you.  (Check with  
state historical societies for lists of 
genealogical researchers.)

Tip from an ILL Librarian

When trying to borrow genealogical material 
through interlibrary loan, be sure to include 
the name of the person being sought.  
This way, even if the owning library is 
unwilling to lend the requested item, there’s 
a chance they will look up the name and 
make photocopies of relevant passages if 
the name is included in the ILL request.

Questions?

Call or email:
Susan Knisely
Online Services Librarian
Nebraska Library Commission
sknisely@nlc.state.ne.us
800-307-2665 / 402-471-3849


