
Carrier Description Field 

The 300 field is where you will put information about the physical description of the item you are 

cataloging. 

Both indicators for the 300 field are undefined. 

The most commonly used subfields for the 300 field are: 

• $a=extent 

• $b=other physical details 

• $c=dimensions 

• $e=accompanying material 

They mean slightly different things depending on what type of item you are cataloging, so I’ll explain 

them as we look at some examples. 

 

Extent 

Extent, which goes in subfield a, can mean different things for different types of items. For books, it 

refers to the number of pages. 

For example, if you are cataloging a book with 191 pages, the information in subfield a of the 300 field 

for this item looks like this: 

300 _ _ $a 191 pages 

If a book has preliminary pages that are numbered in Roman numerals before the main pages of the 

book, include both of them, separated by a comma: 

300 _ _ $a $a xviii, 265 pages 

Some books, especially children’s books, do not have numbered pages. In this case, you specify the 

number of volumes instead, and put the word unpaged in parentheses: 

300 _ _ $a 1 volume (unpaged) 

For visual or sound material, the extent includes a term that describes the item you are cataloging, 

which comes from a list in the RDA rules. 

For example, for a DVD, the correct term to use is videodisc. You specify what the item is and how many 

of it there are: 

300 _ _ $a 1 videodisc 



The running time is also needed as part of the extent for a visual or audio item. It goes in parentheses 

after the SMD. 

300 _ _ $a 1 videodisc (107 minutes) 

For CDs, the correct term to use is “sound disc.” For an audiobook, you would give the number of discs 

and the running time. 

300 _ _ $a 10 sound discs (11 hours, 45 minutes) 

 

Other Physical Details 

Subfield b of the 300 field is described as “other physical details.” Again, this can vary based on the type 

of item that you are cataloging. 

With books, you make reference to things like illustrations, maps, etc.  If the book is illustrated, include 

the word “illustrations” in subfield b. 

300 _ _ $a 191 pages : $b illustrations 

For a book with both illustrations and a map, the first two subfields of the 300 field would look like this: 

300 _ _ $a 144 pages : $b illustrations, map 

Notice the comma between “illustrations” and “map”. Also, notice the space, colon, and space between 

subfields a and b. 

If the illustrations are in color, that should be indicated as well. 

300 _ _ $a 1 volume (unpaged) : $b color illustrations 

For visual items, the physical details include whether there is sound on the item, and whether the 

visuals are in color or black & white.  

For a DVD that is in color and has sound, the first two subfields of the 300 field would look like this: 

300 _ _ $a 1 videodisc (107 minutes) : $b sound, color 

For a sound recording, the physical details include whether it is analog or digital. 

Subfields a and b of the 300 field for a book on CD (which is digital) would look like this: 

300 _ _ $a 10 sound discs (11 hours, 45 minutes) : $b digital 

 

Dimensions 



Subfield c in the 300 field is used for the dimensions of an item. 

Normally, for a text items, the dimension just refer to the height of an item.  However, there are some 

exceptions. When width of a book, pamphlet, or sheet is more than twice the height, give both, and 

when the height of a book, pamphlet, or sheet is more than twice the width, give both. 

 For a book or other text item, the dimensions are given in centimeters. 

If you are cataloging a book that is 24 centimeters tall, the complete 300 field for this item would look 

like this: 

300 _ _ $a 191 pages : $b illustrations ; $c 24 cm 

Again, notice the punctuation. Before subfield c, there is a space, a semi-colon, and another space. 

For a book with no illustrations, there will be no information in subfield b: 

300 _ _ $a xviii, 265 p. ; $c 24 cm. 

The punctuation is always determined by what comes after it, so there is still a semi-colon before 

subfield c. 

For DVDs, the dimension that we need is the diameter of the disc. The standard diameter for DVDs is 4 ¾ 

inches. 

300 _ _ $a 1 videodisc (107 minutes) : $b sound, color ; $c 4 ¾ in. 

In this case, we use inches for the dimensions. 

For CDs, it is the same; you use the diameter, which also is usually 4 ¾ inches. 

300 _ _ $a 10 sound discs (11 hours, 45 minutes) : $b digital ; $c 4 ¾ in. 

 

Accompanying Material 

The last subfield in the 300 field is subfield e, which is used to describe material that accompanies the 

main item that you are cataloging. 

For example, for a book that is accompanied by a CD, the 300 field would look like this: 

300 _ _ $a xxviii, 349 pages : $b illustrations ; $c 24 cm + $e 1 CD-ROM. 


