
Cataloging with RDA: A Guide to the Basics 

Fixed fields:  

Descriptive Cataloging Form (Desc) will be i instead of a. 

040 field: 

$b is used to indicate language of the agency doing the cataloging. We use eng 

for English. 

$e should contain the code rda to 

show that the record was created us-

ing the RDA standard. 

In the 245 field,  you may transcribe all authors, regardless of number (no 

more rule of three).  



There is no General Material Designation (GMD) under RDA. Instead of the 

GMD, new RDA elements of content type, media type, and carrier type are 

used (MARC fields 336, 337, and 338). 

The terminology for these fields comes from controlled vocabularies available 

on the Library of Congress web site: 

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html 

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html 

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html 

Use a 264 field for publication information, not a 260 field. If the field contains 

publication information, the first indicator should be blank, and the second in-

dicator should be 1. 

Words should not be abbreviated, unless they are abbreviated on the item be-

ing cataloged. 

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html


The list of possible relationship designators, from the RDA appendices, can be 

found here: http://pccrelationshipdesignatortg.pbworks.com/w/

page/56804290/Lists%20of%20relationship%20designators%20from%20RDA 

Relationship designators are optional, and can be used in the 1XX and 7XX 

fields. 

http://pccrelationshipdesignatortg.pbworks.com/w/page/56804290/Lists%20of%20relationship%20designators%20from%20RDA
http://pccrelationshipdesignatortg.pbworks.com/w/page/56804290/Lists%20of%20relationship%20designators%20from%20RDA

