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Nebraska Public Library Commission
Lincoln,Sent .19C3,

To the librarians of our traveling libtraries:.-—

The nusy,out-of-doors
season is drawing to a close,and we approach the time of year when
gchools and libraries resume the bhusiness of helping to make Nebraska
a hetter place to live in. The year onens most auspicioualy fTor the
traveling libraries. Our libraries are nearly all in the hands of
puhlic svirited and deenly interested librarians, We count it a 2in-
zular good fortudnl to have rad so many helpful people %o anaist us
and embrace this opportunity to express our appreaciation,

This coming year we hone to have the traveling lihraries count
double Tor the intellectual advancement of the communities to which
they go. We rely upon your co-oneration in gaining the interest of
the teachers,editors,ninisters,parents and children of vour commun-
ity. Help them to use the libhrary,and to apypreciate the desirability
off the establishrient of a public library wherever a community is
able to supnort one. We take especial pride in our selections of
bPooks for children, "ill yvou not see that every child in vour comaun-—
ity has a chance to use the bhooks,s0 that our young people nay learry
to carry on their education hy means of books? Since three fourths
of all who enter our primary schools drop out at or before ithe age
of twelve,let us reach out for the little people,that they nay learn
to help themselvea when their brief school days are over.

The result of inquiries sent you in the spring was pratifying.
satisfaction with the rules governing the tirculation of the librar-
ies was practically unaninous, A few expressed a desire for a reater
pronortion of fiction and children's books,but the general opinion
was in favor of the nresent hasis of selection, The proportion of
fiction allowed by modern library astandards is one fifth,so that we
cannot very well add to cur liberal allowance of one nhalf without
incurring criticism,

Since approval of the rules was 80 general,we must ask you %o
follow them exactly. We have now 57 libraries,and our records of
their goings,comings and condition must all be kept exactly. The fol-
lowing pointa are called especially to yvour attention:-

Nama and address of the shipper must be on the hox when you return it
Reports,keys,and drayage charges must be sent in wthen the library
comes hack.
Books must have covers on them when in circulation.
Books must be examined to see whether bhorrowers have used them well
every time they are returned,and careless treatment must be properly
dealt with at the time. It is just as important that neownle should
learn %o respect public property as that they should read good books.
The traveling libhraries must be managed in such a way as to imnress
upon the minds of all horrowers a deep sense of responsibility in the
care of what bhelongs to all bhe people. The tendency to regars public
property as appropriate material for waste and plunder must never be
encouraged by the traveling libraries. No more valuable moral lesson
can be taught to the rising generation than that of proper reparation
Tor carelessness or wrong doing. In the moral as well as in the vhwvo-—
ical universe,deviation from laws or failure to fulfill agreements
are promptly punished. The traveling library must not operate to cre-—
ate in anybody's mind the idea that unreasonable use is an offense
without a penalty. ¥hat that penalty may be is largely left to vour
Judgment. If a fine is the begt wmway to give the particular borrover
the correct idea of his offense,do not hesitate to impose it., Feel
at liberty %o consult this office on such matters, We repard this
feature of our work as especially important.
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5 Books must be nacked according to general instructions.

6 Greater care must be exercised to prevent the spread of contagiolis
diseases, Confer with this office at once upon the outbreak of any
very serious contagion. Take no chances,but be liberal with the use
of disinfectants. Formaldehyde gas does not hurt the hooks if nroper—
1y used. Any physician will tell you how to use it,

7 Libhraries must be returned promptly unless an extension of time has

been asked for and granted——and the report bhlank must accompany the
ancompany the hooks.

8 Our time is valuahle,so we try to he bPusinesslike. You can help us
hy following instructions,

¥any of you are busy people and you find that the work of librar
ian takes much of your time. If the library is kept in a store or
postoffice,you can easily limit the hours wnen you will loan or re-
ceive books to two or three a day,or certain hours on certain days,
keeping *the books locked in the box the rest of the time. A bright
boy or girl of sufvicient age to appreciate the Tooks can always be
found to help vou. The best hour in the day for people in your imme-—
diate vicinity is probably just after scheol is out for the day,rut
probably a morning or early afterncon hour will have to be selected
for horrowers from a distance. IT you have time to make rmore liberal
arrangements,so ruch the hetter.

¥e have a system of svecial loans for study purposes. If anyone
in your community wants books for study,refer him to us. We have a
limited fund which can be used to bhuy boecks for special loans as
they are needed.

Sincerely,

Edna D. Bullock,Sec!'y.
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