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In recent years, incidents of bed bugs have become a growing problem for facilities open to the public including hotels, offices, schools, hospitals, libraries and any other building the public frequents. Bed bugs are not known to transmit disease, but they can be difficult to eradicate. Here are some frequently asked questions regarding bed bugs:
How is Lincoln City Libraries addressing the threat of bed bugs?
Libraries are not conducive environments for bed bugs to thrive. The many hard surfaces and materials make our spaces an inhospitable place for bed bugs. They require a sleeping host to feed from, and normally stay close to their food source. Without nourishment, bed bugs will not populate and spread. However, bed bugs can hide in items like jackets, backpacks and materials such as books, so they can be transported to public areas.
Library staff is trained to look for and identify signs of bed bugs. Books or other materials which display evidence of bed bugs are immediately sealed, removed from the library collection, and treated. A detection dog regularly visits our library sites, sniffing for bed bugs throughout the facility. If bed bugs are found, affected books are removed from the collection and treated. Surrounding shelves are also treated, as well as furnishings.
What if I return library materials that are found to contain bed bugs or evidence of bed bugs?
Let library staff know so they can check items you have borrowed when they are returned. This information will be kept confidential. Immediately seal all library materials in a zip-top plastic bag. If you don't have a re-sealable plastic bag at home, secure the bag as tightly as possible with a twist tie, then put a second bag around the item and secure it. Return the materials to library staff at the customer service desk, indicating upon return that you found evidence of bed bugs.
Do not return items to a book drop and do not attempt to treat library materials on your own.  You will be held responsible for any damages caused to library materials during a self-treatment process. Returned books and other materials will be treated or discarded at our discretion. 
Where can I find more information on bed bugs?
Library staff can assist you in locating resources to help you become familiar with bed bug prevention and management. Visit the UNL Extension–Lancaster County’s Bed Bug Resource page online for guides on bed bug identification, prevention, treatment, and myths: lancaster.unl.edu/pest/bedbugs.shtml. This site also includes videos and resources in several languages.  The UNL Extension–Lancaster County office may also be reached at 402-441-7180. You may bring insects for free identification to the Lancaster Extension Education Center, 444 Cherrycreek Road, Lincoln during office hours Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
What if I still have questions?
We welcome and appreciate customer questions and feedback at library@lincolnlibraries.org or 402-441-8500.



