
Downloading OverDrive 
eBooks and Audiobooks for 

Your Reading / Listening 
Pleasure

Susan Knisely

October 27, 2016



Agenda

 Review File Formats

 Review Apps / Software

 Demo 



What is DRM?

 DRM = Digital Rights Management

 A technology that controls or limits what you 
can do with a digital media file

 Different “flavors” or “brands” of DRM:



File Formats (eBooks)
 EPUB 

 Features reflowable text; adapts to screen size

 Usually best option to choose if you don’t need Kindle 
format – compatible with most devices if you have the 
right software

 Can be protected with Adobe DRM (EPUB) or DRM-free 
(Open EPUB)

 Kindle 

 Send to Kindle device or Kindle app via your Amazon 
account

 Protected by Amazon’s proprietary DRM (.azw)



File Formats (eBooks)

 PDF

 Features static layout with set page breaks (zoom)

 Download to computer using Adobe Digital Editions 
software; not supported by OverDrive app

 Can be protected with Adobe DRM (PDF) or DRM-free 
(Open PDF)

 OverDrive Read

 Read immediately via a current web browser on your 
computer or mobile device

 No additional software to download or activate

 Save/download to cache for offline reading



File Formats (Audiobooks)

 MP3

 Download directly to smart phones, tablets, and Windows 
8 & 10 computers using the OverDrive mobile app 

 Download to Mac and Windows computers using legacy 
OverDrive desktop software:
 Listen on your computer, transfer to MP3 players, or burn to CD 

(when permitted)

 OverDrive Listen

 Listen immediately via a current web browser on your 
computer or mobile device

 No additional software to download or activate

 Not available for offline access



Apps / Software

 OverDrive App 
 Supports downloading EPUB eBooks and MP3 audiobooks 

to tablets, smart phones, Windows 8 & 10 computers

 Available for iPhone/iPad, Android, Chromebook, Windows 
Phone, Windows 8 & 10, Kindle Fire HD

 Download it from your device app store or from 
app.overdrive.com

http://app.overdrive.com/


Apps / Software

 Adobe Digital Editions (ADE)
 Supports downloading EPUB and PDF eBooks to Windows or 

Mac computers

 Read on computer or transfer to stand-alone eReader.

 Download it from 
www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html?

http://www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html?


Apps / Software

 OverDrive’s desktop app for Windows or Mac
 Originally called “OverDrive Media Console”

 Supports downloading MP3 audiobooks to Windows or 
Mac computers

 Listen on computer, transfer to MP3 player, or burn to CD

 Download from app.overdrive.com

http://app.overdrive.com/


Demo

 OverDrive Read / Listen 

 iPad

 Kindle Paperwhite

 Kindle Fire

 Windows 8 & 10

 Nook Simple Touch

 Sansa Clip MP3 Player


