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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

If libraries are not for the 

community, the community 

will not be for the library. 

A simple statement, really.  

Seems reasonable that if one 

entity is not for another, it 

would be in the other’s best 

interest to not be for the first.   I’ve heard many in our 

profession talk about their communities with loving 

tones, and I’ve seen the responses they get from their 

community. It is often reciprocated.  Those that take 

the time to find those places where they can make 

the community a better place get that returned.  I 

won’t be naïve and say that it is an equal return, but 

there is a benefit for being more than just a place for 

books within your community, no matter what that 

community is defined as. 

 Each library will have different offerings, depending 

on the makeup of their community. A service that 

works well in Fairbury, may not work well in Falls City. 

A program that gets rave reviews at Hebron may not 

even get any attendees at Humboldt.  A genre that 

circulates well at Norris could sit on the shelves in the 

schools in Beatrice High. Not because one is better 

than the other, but because the communities have 

differences.  

There is a greater push outside the library field to 

define community.  I’ve heard such phrases thrown 

around such as, “refocusing toward community”, 

“finding community”, and “enhancing community” in 

business literature.  With the internet providing so 

much, there is now a push for many groups to 

concentrate on the local – to let the internet provide 

what it is good at in the larger picture and for local 

groups to focus on what makes the community special 

and unique. 

Libraries have strength by being that community 

center. We’ve mentioned in earlier articles about 

building your collections for your entire community, 

to catalog them in ways that make sense to your 

patrons, and to shelve them based on local habits. 

The relationship between library and community can 

be strained at times as well, but overall – if we 

continue to work at building those connections, we 

can all become stronger. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
March 13, Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 14, National Pi Day 

March 16, Freedom of Information Day 

March 25, CASTL, “Severe Weather and Emergency 

Preparedness” 

March 31, National Crayon Day 

April, School Library Month 

           National Poetry Month 

April 3-9, National Library Week 

April 4, National School Librarian Day 

April 5, National Library Workers Day 

April 6, National Library Outreach Day 

April 12, D.E.A.R. Drop Everything and Read 

May 13, SELS Training Extravaganza, Seward Memorial Library 

Photos of the Month 

Women's History Month Display at the Morton-James Public Library in Nebraska City.  —Photos 
by Tom Boeche and Sadie Boeche  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwhNUtTBtBIb1b6hmkaizsw3CqWTC5QwcneMdaEBQxoJBjlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwhNUtTBtBIb1b6hmkaizsw3CqWTC5QwcneMdaEBQxoJBjlA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/slm
https://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 
 

March 25 
Via Zoom 

“Severe Weather and  
Emergency Preparedness” 

 
April 22 

Via Zoom 
“Vendor Comparisons” 

 
May 20 

SELS Meeting Room 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

Dates of Class 

April 1—April 30 

April 18—April 29 

May 9—May 20 

Topic 

Introduction to Cataloging 

Library Finance 

Intellectual Freedom & Core Values 

Registration 

February 21—March 18 

March 14—April 8 

April 4—May 2 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Our CASTL on February 24th was held via Zoom and the presenter was 

Vanessa Lopez. She is the newest Property Tax Aide Partnership Manager 

with AARP Foundation. She was speaking about the Property Tax Aide Pro-

gram, which is a new, free program developed by the foundation to help eli-

gible homeowners and renters apply for property tax relief. 

Currently, the AARP Foundation estimates that only 8% of low to moderate 

income adults nationwide access tax relief programs available to them. Be-

sides helping individuals access funds to strengthen their financial stability, 

the AARP foundation believes that it is also helping to build a stronger com-

munity when people have increased funds, because some of these funds will 

likely flow into the community. 

In Nebraska, the AARP Foundation works with partner organizations to upskill 

volunteers to offer free help in preparing applications for the homestead ex-

emption. The tool that is used was developed to be simple to use and is en-

tirely web based. It determines eligibility for the homestead exemption and, 

once all information is entered, it will print out the homestead exemption 

form, which should then be filed with the county assessor. 

Right now the AARP Foundation has two partner organizations in Nebraska 

and hopes to grow the use of the tool. 

Vanessa demonstrated use of the web-based tool and showed us how infor-

mation for the homestead information would be entered by the staff or vol-

unteers of an organization. If you have questions about or interest in this pro-

gram, Vanessa Lopez can be reached at vlopez@aarpfoundation.org. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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News Around the System 
Imagination Library Comes to Crete 

The Friends of the Crete Public Library are sponsoring the Imagination Library program for all eligible chil-

dren who live in the Crete School District. After only two weeks, over 150 children have enrolled in the pro-

gram. The Friends is also inviting sponsors from the local business community to support this program. State 

Farm donated $250 which pays for the monthly book delivery for 10 children for a year.  

 

Provided by Joy Stevenson 

Hebron Secrest Library Celebrates 

Black History Month 

 

Hebron Secrest Library put up a display, as shown 

to the right, in honor of Black History Month dur-

ing the month of February. 

Jake and Dolly meet up as State Farm donates 

to the Imagination Library program  

Miss Latina Nebraska, Barbara Ortiz, reading to Lila 

and Tessa with a copy of My Little Golden Book About 

Dolly Parton. Every family who signs up for the pro-

gram receives a copy of this book. 

Provided by Kelly Spellman  
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News Around the System 
Distributing COVID-19 Home Test Kits  

Seward Memorial Library is pleased to be distributing COVID-19 

home test kits at our drive-up window (and in the library if request-

ed) to those who ask for them.  We have received 500 tests from 

Four Corners Health Department and they have up to 500 more if we 

need them.  We are pleased to be able to help in the effort to com-

bat COVID-19!  

Provided by Becky Baker 

An Evening for Chocolate Lovers 

On February 10 the Fairbury Public Library sponsored a "Chocolate Lover's" evening at the Bonham 

Theatre. The public was invited to make their favorite chocolate dish to share. Attendees got to vote 

for their favorite and the winner received a Bonham Theatre gift card. The chocolate tasting was fol-

lowed by Humanities Nebraska speaker and Cultural Historian, Jose Garcia. who presented "How 

chocolate twice conquered the American continent: A deliciously historical perspective." Mr. Garcia 

was an entertaining speaker and too much chocolate was eaten by everyone! Although, is there re-

ally such a thing as "too much" chocolate? 

(Pictured at the bottom left is  Garcia and his dis-

play table, and to the right, the chocolate table.) 

Story and photos by Debbie Aden 
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News Around the System 
Stromsburg Public Library Internship  

This year we decided to run our internship as an 

afterschool job. Jaci Rutherford is back and 

working Monday and Wednesday afterschool 

and Tuesday evenings. Here she is with our first 

shipment for Sustainable Shelves from Baker & 

Taylor. Jaci scanned the books and prepared 

the shipment for us. She's been handling the 

circulation desk, shelving books and helping 

with preparing for programs. I think the biggest 

lesson for her has been that someday you get 

paid to play board games with kids and then 

some days you spend your whole shift in the 

basement. No two days are ever alike in librari-

anship.  

"Sustainable Shelves is a new service, powered by Baker & Taylor, that helps libraries responsibly 

remove weeded or unwanted books from their collections." (From the Baker & Taylor website.) I'm 

not sure that we will have that many shipments for them, but we wanted to try it for a couple of 

shipments and see what we think.  

Story and photo by Monica Tidyman 

C.J. Box Includes Local Residents in New Book 

 

Here are some fun facts about the new C.J. Box Book Shadows 

Reel. The book has two characters using the names of a couple 

of residents of our area. One is Ken Smisek of Wilber, NE and 

an avid reader at the library. His daughter purchased a silent 

auction item about a year ago that would include her father’s 

name in C.J. Box’s next book.  It is so  much fun to see who his 

character is!  And as I started scanning the new book for Ken-

ny’s name I also found a local Swanton, NE resident, Tom Bass, 

who is also a new character in the book. I don’t know the story 

on this yet… Guess what I’m reading tonight!  

Provided by Sharon Kastenek of Dvoracek Memorial Library 
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News Around the System 
String Beans in Auburn 

 

 

The Auburn Library hosted The String Beans on 

Saturday, March 5th. Everyone had a great time 

singing and dancing!  

Provided by Heather Koeneke 

SELS Will Help Pay for Presentations by Jonis Agee 

Jonis Agee is a Nebraska author whose book Bones of Paradise 

was selected for this year’s One Book One Nebraska reading 

program. Under the auspices of Humanities Nebraska, she is giv-

ing presentations about her book entitled “Bones of Paradise: A 

Novel Examined.”  Her novel “offers readers a multi-

generational saga set in the Nebraska Sand Hills.  Agee discusses 

how she came to write this story in this setting, and shares her 

approaches to research, character development and 

more.” (From the Humanities Nebraska website:  https://

humanitiesnebraska.org/catalog/age-range/adults/bones-of-

paradise-a-novel-examined/). 

The SELS Board, on March 9, authorized Southeast Library Sys-

tem to cover the $50 fee for school and public libraries’ share of 

the speaker’s fee. (This covers the fee totally for the library if 

this is the first time in the year Humanities Nebraska has been 

used as a speaker source; otherwise it covers 1/2 the $100 fee for a second speaker.) This offer will 

be good for the first 50 libraries that apply. 

We are presently working out the procedures for this program in consultation with Humanities Ne-

braska. We expect to provide you with complete details next week via email! 

https://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/onebook.html
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News Around the System 
Pawnee City Public Library Receives Grant 

Pawnee City Public Library has received 

the Children’s Book Project grant 

award from The Pilcrow Foundation. 

The Pilcrow Foundation’s mission is to 

provide new, quality, children’s books 

to rural libraries across the United 

States. To receive this grant, the library 

needed to fill out a packet with various 

data about the community it serves 

and its goals and needs along with the 

ability to raise one third of the funds 

used to purchase the new books to build community. The Pawnee City Public Library and Friends 

Foundation provided a third, approximately $400.00 and the library was able to select approximate-

ly seventy-two new books with a total retail value of approximately $1,200.00. We also received 

numerous groups of books that were part of a generous donor-sponsored program. We were spon-

sored through a charitable donation from a Drs. Bill Strawbridge and Meg Wallhagen of California 

and received an additional fourteen books focused on health and wellness. We also were given two 

books from a program called Shout Mouse Press whose mission statement is, “Through writing 

workshops that lead to professional publication, we empower those from marginalized back-

grounds to tell their own stories in their own voices and, as published authors, to act as leaders and 

agents of change.” Another sponsor/donor contributed an additional twenty-two books, approxi-

mately $400.66, on math and science. 

This generous donation comes from a Mr. 

and Mrs. Hal Berenson and Laura Acker-

man of Colorado. We were so fortunate 

not only to be selected for this wonderful 

grant but to be sponsored by so many 

wonderful people that care about young 

people and recognize how important a 

library is to its community. Different grade 

school classes wanted to show their ap-

preciation and excitement by taking pic-

tures with the huge group of various 

books and can’t wait to “check them out”!  

Provided by Natasha Johnson, Pictures by Lola Seitz 
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News Around the System 
Speaker to Address Impact of Boarding Schools on Native Americans 

On Sunday, March 27 at 2:00 p.m., Dr. Colette Yellow Robe will be 

the second speaker in the Arthur Clarke Diversity Lecture Series at 

Seward Memorial Library.  She will address the impact of board-

ing schools on Native American families in the USA, highlighting 

the indomitable and incredible tenacity of her Northern Cheyenne 

family and indigenous families in general.  Through the stories of 

her family, she encourages others to reflect and re-visit past expe-

riences to inform our current practice and to grow our under-

standing and honor the human spirit.  She does not consider her 

stories as the only way to arrive at an understanding, but rather 

that all of our stories can afford us the opportunity to grow and 

learn from one another.  

Provided by Becky Baker 

Laws of the Internet 

The February 20, 2021 issue of 

Roger’s Bacon newsletter has an 

entertaining list of laws of the In-

ternet. Many have been around for 

decades and are as valid as ever. 

Here are few: 

Badger’s Law –  “any website with 

the word ‘Truth’ in the URL has 

none in the posted content.” 

The Wadsworth Constant – “the 

first 30% of any video can be 

skipped because it contains no 

worthwhile or interesting information.” 

The Law of Fakery – “Anything fake which attracts enough attention will have some people vehe-

mently proclaiming it’s real. Anything real which attracts enough attention will have some people 

vehemently proclaiming it’s fake. Corollary: If the creator confesses that it was fake, some people 

will still claim it’s real and call the confession a fake.” 

As recounted by Mark Frauenfelder in the March 6 issue of RECOMMENDO 

https://rogersbacon.substack.com/p/eponymous-laws-part-i-laws-of-the?s=r&utm_campaign=Recomendo&utm_medium=email&utm_source=url
https://rogersbacon.substack.com/p/eponymous-laws-part-i-laws-of-the?s=r&utm_campaign=Recomendo&utm_medium=email&utm_source=url
https://rogersbacon.substack.com/p/eponymous-laws-part-i-laws-of-the?s=r&utm_campaign=Recomendo&utm_medium=email&utm_source=url
https://www.getrevue.co/profile/Recomendo/issues/laws-of-the-internet-imaginable-sharkle-1060662?utm_campaign=Issue&utm_content=view_in_browser&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Recomendo
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

Donations 
One way some people choose to make 

donations is by designating an organiza-

tion as the recipient of  funds through 

Amazon Smile. If  you want to set that up 

for your library's friends or foundation 

group, we'd be happy to help.  

SELS is also a nonprofit. Donations to SELS go toward ser-

vices not covered by our grant agreement with the 

NLC.  Scholarships for events and library science classes, 

costs around the annual Front Porch Award and other spe-

cial projects come out of  donation dollars.  We are able to 

accept donations directly and via Amazon Smile purchases. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/

