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Every so often, the topic of 

classic literature and library 

collections comes up.  I’ve 

been asked a little more 

about that lately, so I’ll dig 

into that in this month’s 

article.  I’ll leave the debate 

on what are the “classics” for another time, instead 

spending this article on why or why not you should 

keep them. 

First, let’s talk about a reason not to keep them. For 

one, many of the books considered to be classics are 

now public domain, so publishers can churn out 

copies at very little cost. I can go to Amazon and get a 

decent hardcover of “War and Peace” for $30 or an 

inexpensive paperback copy for under $4. Even 

better, I can get a free eBook from a couple of 

sources, like Gutenburg.org, and there is a hefty 

selection always available through Overdrive. So, if I 

am a random library patron, what is a better deal for 

me – going to the library to pick up a copy of a book 

that I could get cheaply or free by myself, or to check 

out a copy of the hottest new book selling for $30 to 

read at no out of pocket expense for myself? 

Now for one of the main reason librarians keep 

classics - libraries are touchstones to culture and 

history. Classic literature is one of the tools to keep 

that connection alive. Someone reading “Jane Eyre” 

might become a lot more interested in what life was 

like in England during the reign of George III than by 

reading something in a textbook.  Having a copy 

available means that someone might pick it up as an 

impulse read, especially if you work it into some sort 

of display. Keeping the classics available helps keep 

some of that shared language of common experiences 

alive, but only if people are reading the classics. 

That leads to a related point. If you decide to keep 

classics on your shelf, please do consider the physical 

condition of the copy on your shelf. Like I said at the 

beginning, classics can be some of the easiest books 

to replace, so why keep that ripped up copy with a 

plain cover when a new copy can be purchased 

cheaply?  Unless you have an academic program 

studying classic literature and doing textual analysis 

on how the text has changed over editions, you really 

don’t need to keep damaged copies on your shelves.  

It isn’t that single physical book on the shelf that’s a 

classic, it is the story inside. If you decide you want 

classics readily available, then at least consider doing 

something to help their shelf appeal, such as having 

copies in good condition and promoting them with 

the same vigor as you promote the best new sellers.  

Your decisions will be based on the community you 

serve, and in the cases of schools and academia, on 

the curriculum being taught there.  

From the Director 
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Calendar 
April 22, CASTL, via Zoom, “Vendor Comparisons” 

April 26, PLTS presents: Unique Collections, p. 12 

April 27, National Tell a Story Day 

April 29, Arbor Day, SELS Office Closed 

April 30. Día Children’s Day/Book Day 

May, National Mental Health Awareness Month 

          Asian/Pacific Heritage Month 

May 1-7, Choose Privacy Week 

May 2, International Harry Potter Day 

May 4, National Star Wars Day 

May 5, National Cartoonists’ Day 

May 13, SELS Training Extravaganza, Seward Memorial Library, 9:30-4:00 pm, p. 9 

May 24, Golden Sower Reading Day, Seward Memorial Library, 9:00-1:00 pm, p. 10 

June 3, School Librarians in a Changing World, 9:00-12:00 pm, p.11 

Photo of the Month 

Fairbury Public Library is beginning to decorate for the summer reading program. 
More on p. 4. —Photos by Linda Dux  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3byh_GaBBjHbScSJQz6TknJ1BdxcDiVH26VG_cmSGSPr43A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://nebraskalibraries.org/meetinginfo.php?id=51&ts=1648569075
http://dia.ala.org/
https://chooseprivacyeveryday.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCq3sTA50K7t8NH-5nMrO6FFOsdxqrvT7z6TrBsY9JTKFDYA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-Rah7_3cbC6eD_BGjyHbDTJEiGYgoqYGe_UqZvHAbwCDAeQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctaBenkqc5YWfKhzhQ8R1kfSJEcFqaQKm8Cj0JR2DendkFhA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 

April 22 
Via Zoom 

“Vendor Comparisons” 
 

May 20 
SELS Meeting Room 

“Maintaining and Growing 

Professional Expertise” 
 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

Dates of Class 

May 9—May 20 

June 6—June 17 

July 4—July 15 

Topic 

Intellectual Freedom & Core Values 

Readers’ Advisory 

Reference 

Registration 

April 4—May 2 

May 2—May 30 

May 30—-June 24 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Our last CASTL was held on March 25 with the theme "Severe Weather and Emer-

gency Preparedness." We first looked at a tool known as the dPlan™ (https://

dplan2020.org/). Unfortunately, at the time, the dPlan was still in transition to an 

updated version. However, we were able to see a few of the tools offered by logging 

into the demo of the old version. Once a disaster plan is formulated with dPlan, li-

brary policies and procedures can be based off that. 

We also took a look at some library policies regarding emergency situations, mainly 

from libraries within the SELS area. One of the chief items addressed in those poli-

cies was that of tornado watches and warnings. One librarian noted how she had 

recrafted policy to make sure that minors were not allowed out of the building in the 

case of a tornado warning without the accompaniment of an adult.  Later in the dis-

cussion, Scott noted there is no "one size fit all" policy for our libraries. Some don't 

have a basement or room that can serve as a storm shelter, and therefore may want 

to specify a basement or room in a neighboring building as the storm shelter, or 

state in policy that they will close the library in the case of a tornado watch in order 

that library users can be in a safe place should a warning occur. 

In the case of fire, many policies specified an evacuation procedure and gathering 

place outside the library. As one participant noted, your library may be affected by 

fire when a neighboring building is burning. Fire can easily spread in those cases, and 

smoke and water damage is possible. 

Other potential emergencies such as medical, water leaks, and even bomb threats 

were dealt with in the policies we looked at. We discussed the fact that many of the 

steps involved in dealing with emergencies should be covered in a procedures docu-

ment rather than a policies document. A policy can give the broad brushstrokes of 

what a library does in a situation, and the procedures will outline in detail how a li-

brary and its staff deal with an emergency. By doing that, staff can change the proce-

dures quickly and as needed without having to take these non-governance matters 

to the library board and wait for approval. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
https://dplan2020.org/
https://dplan2020.org/
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News Around the System 
Summer Reading Decorations in Fairbury 

 

Continued from page 2. 
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News Around the System 
Author Bases Book on Palmyra High School 

Palmyra Memorial Library is excited to present an evening with author 

Terrell Newby, April 27th, from 6:30-8:30 pm. Mr. Newby will be an-

swering questions and signing his new book, Ghost of Palmyra High, at 

the Palmyra Community Center.   Ghost of Palmyra High is a fictional 

novel based on interviews with former Palmyra High School teachers, 

residents and janitors.  The book is cur-

rently in feature film development. 

Light refreshments will be served and all 

are welcome! 

You can find more information about Mr. 

Newby and the book on his website: https://terrellnewby.com, 

https://www.facebook.com/terrellnewbyauthor or follow him on In-

stagram and Twitter @terrellnewby_ 

If you have any questions regarding the event, please contact Carey 

Shapiro at palmyramemoriallibrary@gmail.com or 402-780-5344. 

Provided by Carey Shapiro 

Arbor Day Display in Nebraska City 

As Nebraska City is the “Home of Arbor Day,” it is only fitting that Morton-James Public Library have 

an Arbor Day display. Arbor Day is April 29, and it is an official state holiday in Nebraska. Below are  

pictures of our Arbor Day display at the library in Nebraska City.  

Provided by Tom Boeche, photos by Sadie Boeche 

https://terrellnewby.com
https://www.facebook.com/terrellnewbyauthor
mailto:palmyramemoriallibrary@gmail.com
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News Around the System 
Stromsburg Public Library Receives Grants 

The Stromsburg Public Library received three 

grants from the Nebraska Library Commission this 

year, the Library Improvement Grant, the Youth 

Grant for Excellence and the Internship Grant.  

The Library Improvement Grant was used to pur-

chase new privacy carrels for our computers and 

new, easy to clean, chairs. We want to afford our 

members more privacy while on the computers to 

complete their shopping, paying bills and filling out 

applications. We also liked the idea of having a bar-

rier between computers when you have adults and 

children sitting side by side. The new carrels have 

larger keyboard trays to fit a mouse and a keyboard and they actually work! Our older keyboard 

trays had been worked on several times and it was still a fight to move them.  

The Stromsburg Library also received the Youth Grant for Excellence. With this grant we have pur-

chased a new AWE Educational Station for PreK – 5th grade users. This station is loaded with over 

85 STEAM-aligned educational programs that cover science, math, technology, reading, engineering 

and the arts. We see this system as being a nice add-on for our early out Game Days as well as a 

help for parents who homeschool or those that want to 

increase their children’s skills in certain areas. The sys-

tem has a child friendly keyboard, mouse, and head-

phones as well as a touchscreen. The educational station 

is not connected to the internet so parents can feel con-

fident in letting their children use the device.  

Our third grant was the Library Internship grant. This 

grant is designed to give a college or high school student 

insight into how a library works and show them librarian-

ship as a viable career field. Jaci Rutherford began her 

internship with us in January and will complete her time 

with us in May. Through the internship Jaci has helped 

us complete several tasks such as submitting used books 

to a recycling program and creating an instructional vid-

eo about our AccCut die system.  

Story and photos by Monica Tidyman 
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News Around the System 
2022 Crete Reads! 

The Crete Public Library is pleased to continue its 

community-wide read for 2022. A committee of 

nine community members have met and deter-

mined the parameters of Crete Reads! as well as 

the short-list of books.  

There are two main goals for Crete Reads!  The 

first is to encourage reading among people of all 

ages. The second is to bring the community to-

gether through a shared, common experience. 

But Crete Reads! is not only about reading; other events and speakers will be offered centered 

around the themes of the book. 

After deciding upon a short list of three books, the community votes for their choice based on read-

ing synopses of each book. The book selected for this year is This Tender Land by William Kent Krue-

ger. 

There will be numerous programs to be held in conjunction with the book selection. One of the 

highlights is an author visit by none other than William Kent Krueger himself on Saturday, 22 Octo-

ber. Other events include a talk about the Genoa Indian School from Judi gaiashkibos, Executive Di-

rector of the Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs in early fall and a showing of a NET documen-

tary titled "White Man’s Way": Genoa Indian School. 

We are also looking at the possibility of a road trip to Genoa Indian School, but the logistics for that 

program have still to be ironed out. 

All of these programs are open to the public. 

By Joy Stevenson 

28th Joint Annual Youth Services Retreat to be Held September 1-2 

 

 

This year we will again be holding our retreat in-

person at Camp Carol Joy Holling near Ashland. 

Stay tuned for further news! 

Save the Date! 
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News Around the System 
SCC Observes Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. At South-

east Community College each of the campuses, 

(Beatrice, Milford and Lincoln) are hosting an art 

exhibit, “What Were You Wearing?” This art exhib-

it is based on student-survivor descriptions of the 

clothes they were wearing during their sexual as-

sault and asks participants to understand that it is 

never about the clothing when sexual violence oc-

curs. 

The outfits on display correspond to real stories of 

sexual assault that were compiled by the Universi-

ty of Arkansas for the first “What Were You Wear-

ing?” survivor clothing installation. The project was 

inspired by Dr. Mary Simmerling’s poem "What I 

Was Wearing."  The clothing used in the display 

was donated by the SCC community.  The exhibits 

will be on display throughout the month of April. 

Provided by Susie Dunn 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCq3sTA50K7t8NH-5nMrO6FFOsdxqrvT7z6TrBsY9JTKFDYA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-Rah7_3cbC6eD_BGjyHbDTJEiGYgoqYGe_UqZvHAbwCDAeQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctaBenkqc5YWfKhzhQ8R1kfSJEcFqaQKm8Cj0JR2DendkFhA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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https://nebraskalibraries.org/meetinginfo.php?id=51&ts=1648569075


Southeast Signal April 2022 

13 



Southeast Signal April 2022 

  

Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

Journal Article Request  

Service 
You can request articles 

through us from a variety of  

professional magazines and 

journals. If  you are interested in 

receiving articles from a jour-

nal, please see the journal arti-

cle request service page on our 

website for a list of  available 

journals, as well as directions 

on how to enroll in the service. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/journal-article-request-service/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/journal-article-request-service/



