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In stark contrast to the recent 

celebration of Arbor Day, I’ll talk a 

little bit about cutting down trees 

today. 

A woodsman was once asked, 

“What would you do if you had just five minutes to chop 

down a tree?” He answered, “I would spend the first two 

and a half minutes sharpening my axe.”  – Anonymous 

I’ve often seen a similar quotation being attributed to 

Abraham Lincoln floating around, spending anywhere 

from minutes to hours to cut down that darned tree. 

Whoever actually said it, the sentiment still rings true. 

For some it seems counter-intuitive to spend any part of 

your valuable time preparing to get something done 

instead of just doing it. For those, I would ask them to 

imagine trying to cut down a tree with an ax that’s as 

sharp as an old butter knife. Not even a new one, but one 

of those that the neighbor down the road kept around 

just to pry things open. Unfortunately there are many 

times when we jump right into a task without taking a 

little bit of time to make sure we know what the plan is 

and that whatever we need to do it is in good condition. 

This tree and ax metaphor can be used for more than 

just actual tools.  It can refer to your skills as a library 

employee or trustee. Keeping your knowledge up on 

what’s out there is the same as keeping your tools ready 

to be used. Spend some time to get them in shape and 

you will be rewarded with the work being easier to do 

and of better quality. And yes, sometimes you have to 

replace the ax with a chainsaw for larger jobs, or with a 

smaller handsaw for delicate, more precise work. 

Your mental tool box includes so many things, such as 

the experiences you have had, the skills you have had 

training for, your intuition, your attitude and so much 

more. Be proud of all of them, keep them all in good 

order, and choose the right tool for the job and you will 

be rewarded when the work becomes easier and results 

more nuanced. 

Speaking of “sharpening your ax,” you will notice a lot of 

educational opportunities in this month’s newsletter. 

Please take a look. If you don’t see anything that would 

help you on your upcoming projects, please let us know. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
May 9—National Lost Sock Memorial Day 

May 11—National Twilight Zone Day 

May 12—National Limerick Day 

May 12—SELS Friends “Aged to Perfection” 

May 13—SELS Training Extravaganza, Seward Memorial Library, 
9:30 am —3 pm 

May 16—National Biographer’s Day 
May 20—National Bike to Work Day 

       National Endangered Species Day 
May 21—#READATHON2016 

       National Armed Forces Day 
May 24—National Scavenger Hunt Day 
May 25—National Missing Children Day 
May  26—CASTL Meeting: Hruska Memorial Library, David City, “Favorite Books” 
May 27—Golden Sower Reading Day, Seward Memorial Library, p. 8 
May 30—Memorial Day (SELS OFFICE CLOSED) 
May 31—National Speak in Complete Sentences Day 
June 1—National Say Something Nice Day 
June 4—National Prairie Day 
June 10—School Librarians in the Digital Age, p.  9 

Image of the Month 

Kay Schmid has found a way to bring much more attention to the Friends of the Library Annual 

Report! (Hruska Memorial Library, David City.)  
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CASTL Wrap-Up 
The April CASTL meeting at the Gere 

branch of Lincoln City Libraries began 

with a presentation by Cindy Drake.  

Called “Collecting Local History,” the 

presentation gave background on the 

Nebraska State Historical Society, as 

well as highlighting the choices which 

can be made by public libraries when 

collecting local history.  

Cindy made it a point to answer 

questions raised by several librarians 

via email as a part of her presenta-

tion. She noted that a library does 

not normally need many duplicate 

items (the state historical society’s 

own limit is three).  Local historical 

societies, schools, and other organi-

zations might be places that would 

be interested in some of the material 

donated to or acquired in the past by 

public libraries. She said that if all 

other attempts to find a home for an 

item fail, then it is fully acceptable to 

approach the state historical society.  

In the case of rare publications, ar-

chival copies should be made or they 

should be given to the state historical 

society.  Local public libraries will also 

have to make a choice as to whether 

preservation fits with their mission, 

or whether making materials availa-

ble for research purposes fits a li-

brary’s goals better. There was some 

discussion of microfilming and scan-

ning. Cindy also noted that 

www.findagrave.com is a wonderful 

resource, but it is only as good as the 

volunteers. 

After lunch, discussion turned to 

those who use high bandwith when a 

library has limited WiFI capabilities. It 

was mentioned that CloudTrax can 

not only give usage statistics, it can 

enable a librarian to bar a user from 

WiFi if they will not stop using an in-

ordinate amount of bandwith 

(relative to the total available band-

with). Self-defense was discussed, as 

well as the fact that minutes must be 

posted or available for inspection 

within 10 days of a library board 

meeting.  

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

May 26 
Hruska Memorial Library 

David City 
“Favorite Books” 

June 30 
Morton-James Public Library, 

Nebraska City 

“Escape Room” 

July 21 
Geneva Public Library 

“Weeding” with Denise Harders 

August 18 
Stromsburg Public Library 

“SRP: Lessons Learned” 

September 23 
Auburn Memorial Library 

"Meeting Parents Needs with-
out Locking Kids Out"  

October 28 
Dvoracek Memorial Library 

Wilber 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

Registration will be open soon for the next set of basic skills courses, offered through the Nebraska Library 

Commission.  To see the full calendar & register for classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

June 6 —June 17 

July 18 —July 29 

August 22 —September 2 

September 12 - September 23 

Topic 

Reference 

Collection Management 

Library Policy 

Programming & Outreach 

Registration Open 

April 29—May 27 

June 10 —July 8 

July 15 —August 12 

August 5—September 2 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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Thinking Money Exhibits 

News Around the System 

Congratulations go to Morton—James Public Library (Nebraska City) and Lincoln City Libraries, which have 

been selected to host the Thinking Money  exhibit. 

Thinking Money is a museum-quality traveling exhibition that will be hosted by 50 public libraries between 

2016 and 2018. Through an adventure-

themed storyline, interactive iPad content 

and other fun, hands-on activities, the ex-

hibition explores the following themes: 

Wants vs. needs 

Earning and paying interest 

Preparing for rainy/sunny day 

Imagining your future self 

Avoiding financial fraud 

The exhibit is sponsored by the Financial 

Industry Regulatory Authority  Investor 

Education Foundation and the American 

Library Association. 

 By Heather Koenecke 

Mother/Daughter Princess Tea at Auburn Public Library 

On Saturday, 

April 30th, 44 

Queens and 

Princesses 

attended the 

2nd annual 

Mother/

Daughter Prin-

cess Tea at the 

Auburn Library. 

The Fairy God-

mother con-

ducted princess 

training, prin-

cess wands 

were decorated, princesses attempted to put the lips on the frog and to carry their frogs on lily pads. A state-

ly parade around the library ended at the majestic banquet. The tea concluded with a royal story time.  



Southeast Signal May 2016 

 5 

Golden Sower Party and May the Fouth 

News Around the System 

Bruning-Davenport USD students attended 

the annual Golden Sower Party on May 2nd. 

Students had to read and AR test on all ten 

picture books (grades 2-4) or four chapter 

books (grades 5-8) in order to receive an 

invitation. 

Their librari-

an served 

them break-

fast and they 

were the first 

to find out who the winners were! The cookie had to wait until after lunch, 

though!  

"May the Fourth" be with you! Bruning-

Davenport USD students also had the 

opportunity to take part in Star Wars 

day! Students were invited to wear 

their Star Wars gear to celebrate. 

Snacks were served, t-shirts and posters 

were given away, and shelfies were tak-

en with favorite Star Wars books. Here 

are just a couple of the shelfies... 

 By Kay Schmid 

Hruska Memorial Library Hosts Presentation on Container Gardening 

Recently, residents of David City enjoyed the presentation “Growing Vegetables in Containers” with Marilyn 

Schmit.  80 people were in attendance.  A question and answer session followed the presentation.  This was 

also the Friends of the Library 

Annual Meeting,  with information on 

the activities of the Friends provided.  

Volunteers were 

recognized.  The refreshments were 

provided by Quality Catering and the 

Friends.  

 By Beth Dolnicek 
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Stephanie Grace Whitson Visits Geneva Public Library 

News Around the System 

Stephanie Grace Whitson presented a longer varia-

tion of her “Calico Trails” program at the Geneva 

Public Library on May 3.  The Gilded Bee Quilt Guild 

helped sponsor Whitson’s visit, so she interwove 

stories and personal anecdotes with two suitcases 

full of quilts she showed the audience.  Sixty people 

were in attendance, hailing from 13 different com-

munities.  Attendees were given the chance to pur-

chase books, including her newest title a week be-

fore its release date!  Thank you to all the libraries 

and quilt shops who helped advertise her program. 

By Charlotte Baldinger 

Fantastic Responses to Programs at Seward Memorial Library 

Seward Memorial Library expanded their walls to include the 

street and city parking lot for the National Library Week finale 

party on Saturday, April 16. Hundreds of people came to enjoy 

live music, a cookie walk, games, huge inflatables, face painting, 

animal balloons, bike helmet fitting and giveaway, large 

equipment to “drive”, police car and community bus tours and, 

of course, food.  

About 100 excited children showed up to join in the Minecraft 

fun after school on April 25. They rotated around the library and 

enjoyed special treats, played games, made crafts, and received 

prizes. Participants left with full hands and big smiles! The staff discovered how popular Minecraft is within 

the community and enjoyed engaging children in another successful program. 

 By Sarah Johnson 
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Other News 

Find out more about 

#READATHON2016. 

It will be held May 21! 

Nebraska 150 Books 

brings you The Nebraska 150 Reading Challenge in 

preparation for the State of Nebraska’s 150th anni-

versary.   

Send in The Nebraska 150 Reading Challenge  entry 

form by mid-February 2017. Drawings for prizes 

will take place on the State’s birthday, March 1, 

2017.  

Pictured are a few of the 42 books from the read-

ing challenge list.  Get working on the challenge 

now so that you can check off as many books as 

possible!  Find a way to incorporate this activi-

ty in your book clubs, summer reading, or 

other programs!  

For more information see the above link and the website. 

http://www.readathonday.com/
http://nebraska150books.org/file_download/73aea5ce-834d-4540-9c3e-31af009d40ea
http://nebraska150books.org/file_download/73aea5ce-834d-4540-9c3e-31af009d40ea
http://nebraska150books.org/get-involved/the-nebraska-150-reading-challenge.html
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http://bit.ly/ReadingDay
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http://bit.ly/June10SchoolLibrarians
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 

Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer  

   maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

CASTL 
CASTL is a monthly meeting where public library directors can get togeth-

er and learn from one anoth-

er. Each meeting has a round-

robin discussion where every-

one can share what’s going 

on at their library, ask ques-

tions, and talk about solutions 

to issues.  We also have a 

training discussion or presen-

tation.  CASTL offers you a 

monthly break from your li-

brary and wonderful support 

from your fellow directors. CE credit is available for all attendees! For infor-

mation on upcoming CASTL meetings check page three of  this newsletter 

and sign up for the CASTL email list by contacting Todd at 

todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com  

System Spotlight 

CC BY-SA 3.0  WrydLight.com (Cropped and framed) 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
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