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What is classic literature? It 

depends on who you ask. 

What makes up classics in 

any art form is very 

subjective. Yes, there are 

some books that most 

people interested in 

literature call “classic,” but then it gets pretty open 

to opinion.  For example, I consider “The Glass Key” 

by Dashiell Hammett a classic of literature in general, 

but many place it as just a very good noir mystery 

book, but not even a classic in that genre and 

especially over shadowed by the author’s other 

works “The Maltese Falcon” and “The Thin Man”. 

That brings up another question.  Just because an 

author wrote a “classic”, does that make all their 

works classics as well? I’ve seen libraries with 

shelves full of Kipling, but do you consider anything 

he wrote other than “The Jungle Book” a classic? 

Some do, some don’t. Do we rate all works by 

Shakespeare, Dickens, the Brontës, et al. the same? 

For some authors, maybe it is deserved to include 

their whole catalog, but not for all. A recent example 

of this – “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee is 

considered a classic by many, but does that mean 

“Go Set a Watchman” must now also be considered 

a classic? I know quite a few who would argue 

against that.  

So, while there are a lot of titles that receive the title 

“classic” through some organization deliberating, 

polling, and examining a lot of books, some become 

classics by general consensus. Your classics’ list 

probably isn’t the same as mine, and that’s OK. 

Next month we’ll talk about handling classics in your 

collection, no matter how you decide what’s a classic 

and what isn’t.  

From the Director 
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Calendar 
August 11, SELS Annual Meeting, Seward 

August 12, National Vinyl Record Day 

August 15, Julia Child’s and Stieg Larsson’s birthdays 

August 16, National Tell a Joke Day 

August 18, CASTL, Stromsburg 

August 20, National Chocolate Pecan Pie Day 

August 22, Ray Bradbury’s birthday 

August 22, National Tooth Fairy Day 

August 24, John Green’s and Alexander McCall Smith’s birthdays 

August 25—26, 22nd Annual Youth Services Retreat at Camp 
Carol Joy Holling 

August 26, National Dog Day 

September, National Library Card Sign-up Month 

September 5, Labor Day, SELS  Office Closed 

September 16, CASTL,  Auburn 

September  23,  “Leading Through Times of Change,” p. 10 

November 4, “Summer Reading Workshop,” p. 11 

December 2, “Customer Service: When and How to Break the Rules,”  p. 8 

National Library Card Sign-Up Month Approaching 

See http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card for tools libraries can 

use to promote Library Card Sign-up Month. 

http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card
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CASTL Wrap-Up 
At our last CASTL in Geneva the topic was “Weeding.” Denise Harders from 

Central Plains Library System gave a presentation on the benefits of weeding 

and how to implement sound policies and practices to accomplish regular de-

selection. 

The benefits of weeding are that it helps ensure that items on the shelves are 

in good condition, contain accurate information, still circulate, and help pro-

vide enough shelf space for easier shifting and new books. Normally weeding 

will, counterintuitively, actually increase circulation because patrons  can now 

more easily find books that appeal to them. Weeding also helps you to know 

your collection and find gaps that need to be filled. Weeding enhances a li-

brary’s reputation for having “good material.” 

The CREW method of weeding was explained, and it was suggested that one 

regularly weed a bit at a time. That has the side benefit that it reduces the 

possibility of community outrage over weeded books. Donations are subject 

to weeding just like other books and since they are the property of the library, 

donors need not be contacted (the collection development policy should 

clearly state that the library has the right to dispose of donations without do-

nor permission). 

In the round robin we heard about how to get the latest data for salary com-

parisons, making and using water sponge balls in programming, how book de-

livery makes a difference in lives, participation in Nebraska 150 Books, Sum-

mer Reading participation, public WIFI password protection, and much more! 

If you have suggestions for topics for future CASTL meetings, please let Todd 

know (todd.schlechte.sels.@gmail.com). The next CASTL will focus on this 

year’s Summer Reading program—how it went and what we learned that we 

may want to repeat, as well as those items we will never do again. 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

August 18 

Stromsburg Public Library 
“SRP: Lessons Learned” 

September 16 
Auburn Memorial Library 

"Meeting Parents Needs with-
out Locking Kids Out"  

October 28 
Dvoracek Memorial Library 

Wilber 

November 17 
Hruska Memorial Library 

David City 
“Favorite Books” 

December 9 
Alice M. Farr Library 

Aurora 

January 19 
Tecumseh Public Library 

February 16 
Jennifer  Reinke Public Library 

Deshler 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

Registration will be open soon for the next set of basic skills courses, offered through the Nebraska Library 

Commission.  To see the full calendar & register for classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

Sept. 12—Sept. 23 

October 3—October 14 

October 24—November 4 

November 7—November 18 

Topic 

Programming & Outreach 

The Community and the Library 

Management and Supervision 

Leadership 

Registration Open 

August 5—September 2 

August 26 - September 23 

September 16—October 14 

September 30—October 28 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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Pokémon Go takes over the library 

News Around the System 

People are going crazy over the new videogame “Pokémon Go”, and Kilgore Memorial Library in York is tak-

ing full advantage of the opportunity. On July 23, Kilgore partnered with York’s Chamber of Commerce and 

the Parks and Rec Department to host a citywide Pokémon Go day.  

The route through the city was 4 miles long and included 13 “Pokéstops” at city buildings and public parks. 

The city also paid to put digital lures (an in-game upgrade) on these stops in order to attract more Pokémon 

to those locations.   

Kilgore Memorial Library served as the halfway point on the route, supplying cold water and outlets for a 

quick phone charge to “Pokémon Trainers”. To generate excitement for the event, library staff member Caleb 

Groves covered a section of Kilgore Library’s windows in hand painted Pokémon.   The event had over 50 par-

ticipants and was big hit among middle, high school and college aged students.  

 Photos and Story by Maegan Detlefs 
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On Your Mark, Get Set…READ! 

News Around the System 

The Palmyra Memorial Library Summer Reading Program began with a roar as racecar drivers and their cars 

visited the first session at the Palmyra Park.  Eric Rempel, Taryn White, Bill White AKA the Dozer and Jason 

Chapin told children all about their race cars and where they raced their cars.  The evening ended with a 

Color Fun Run in which children, youth helpers and parents participated.  A total of 80 attended the event! 

Left: Group picture of the kids after the 

Color Fun Run. (Photo by Beth Ranney-

Thomas.) Left bottom: Child with Nas-

car’s Greatest Drivers next to racecar. 

Below: After Color Fun Run. (Photos by 

Kindy Belew) 

By Glenda Willnerd 

On Sunday, August 28 at 2 p.m. Suzi Parron will return to Seward to share stories and information from her 

newly released sequel, Following the Barn Quilt Trail, 

which includes locations in Nebraska. She will have 

copies available for purchase and signing. Travel on a 

coast-to-coast tour of our country as she shows pic-

tures and tells the history of our country’s barn quilts. 

To make sure you have a seat, please register for this 

free event by calling 402-643-3318, visiting 

www.sewardlibrary.org, or stopping in the library. 

Same day registrations will be accepted if space allows.   

http://www.sewardlibrary.org
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Ending with a Splash! 

News Around the System 

The Summer Reading Program at the Fairbury Library had 83 children sign up to participate. These children 

checked out over 1000 books! 

The children who turned in their timed reading sheets received a coupon for a free personal pan pizza from 

Pizza Hut and a ticket to the Salt dogs baseball game in Lincoln where they will be in the parade. In addition 

to weekly computer programming classes at the library, the children learned about Geocaching with Mrs. 

Science. The Extension Office taught a class on nutrition. Derrick Kerner taught two classes on visual comput-

er programming concepts and Kids Connection was invited to join the SRP children at the library for some old 

time games! The summer ended with a fun party at the Fairbury Municipal Swimming Pool.  

 By Linda Dux 

Each book checked out 

of the library earned the 

child an entry into the 

drawing for grand prizes.  

Pictured are the pool 

party and prize winners. 
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Pirates, Cats, Robots, and more! 

News Around the System 

Hebron Secrest Library is entertaining and educating with a 5 session Summer Adventures Program featuring 
Books and Art with Mrs. Baden. We touched off the programs with a Pirate theme, followed by cats and then 
robots. The children have been delighted with the programs. We are now busy saving plastic bags to make 
Vent Man or Vent Woman on August 17 followed by "Bored Games" on August 31. It's been a fun summer 
with lots of activity . 

By Terry Olson 
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Summer Reading in the School Library, You Bet! 

News Around the System 

Summer reading programs conjure vi-
sions of stories and crafts, guest speakers 
and programs, goals and stickers, and 
public libraries. But what if the public li-
brary isn’t open but a few hours a week 
and there are NO other activities for 
young people to do in small town, Ne-
braska? Why not head for the school li-
brary? 

The school library in Dorchester has been 
hosting a traditional “public library” summer reading program since 2008. Using the National theme, the pro-
gram actually looks like most programs in the state, with minor exceptions. 

Students finishing 3rd to 6th grade come every day from 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. for three weeks. The three week 
timeline is due mostly to summer school reading and math programs, as well as other scheduling issues.  Stu-
dents finishing K to 2nd grade, a group started just this summer, come only 1 day a week for 1 hour in the 
morning.  All students are able to check out books. (The library also opened two mornings a week for an hour 
just for check out and this continued through July even after the program ended). 

The older group did a pizza theme this year with cardboard pizza boxes to put their stickers on and keep their 
record sheets and worksheets in. These boxes were left at the library and were easily stacked and stored on 
top the shelves. The itinerary for this age level began with students listening to a read aloud [ongoing] chap-
ter book. This was followed by either a movie, outside activity (nature walk, scavenger hunt, kite flying, etc.), 
activity sheets, quiet reading time inside for 30-45 minutes (in forts), a craft, and snack. The younger group 
heard a story or two, did a small craft, and checked out books. Both groups received a good smelling pizza 
sticker for attending.  

Students were awarded prizes for participation (everyone received some prize and a certificate), prizes based 
on number of stickers for attendance, prize for completing worksheets, crossword puzzles, word finds (aimed 
to keep the mind sharp over the summer—older group), and a Salt Dogs voucher for meeting their reading 
goal.  

This year’s program saw 46 students registered, one of the best turnouts we’ve had. We also have older stu-
dents (Jr. High/High School) come back each year to help as they don’t want to quit coming in the summer. 
I’d call it successful…so I don’t think I’ll be replaced by a book vending machine yet! 

By Deb Nerud Vernon, BS, MA, EMTP  
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SCC to Host Display on Pioneering African American Surgeons 

News Around the System 

Did you know one of the pioneers of African American surgeons went to medical school right here in Nebras-
ka? 

You can find out more about the history of Dr. Claude Organ and many others at Opening Doors: Contempo-
rary African American Academic Surgeons at Southeast Community College beginning Aug. 29.   

The exhibit was developed and produced by the National Library of Medicine and the Reginald F. Lewis Mu-
seum of Maryland African American History and Culture. It has traveled throughout the United States since 
2007 to libraries, universities, museums, and cultural institutions.  

It will be located in the Library Resource Center on SCC’s Lincoln Campus at 8800 O St. 

“In the words of Dr. LaSalle D. Leffall, one of the pioneer academic black surgeons highlighted in the exhibi-
tion, we hope our exhibition will ‘inspire, stimulate, and raise aspirations’ through the inspiring stories and 
important achievements of these black academic surgeons,” said Jill Newmark, curator and manager of the 
Traveling Exhibition Service.  

The display will feature historic pictures and facts about the first hospitals and surgeons, as well as current 
physicians who are making strides in the field today.  

One of the featured surgeons, Organ received his medical degree from Creighton University in 1952. He re-
mained there to complete his internship and residency and quickly moved up the ladder to become the first 
African American to chair a department of surgery at a predominantly white medical school in 1971. 

The display will be open to the public from Aug. 29 to October 8. 

Submitted by Susie Dunn 
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http://goo.gl/forms/BHxelhePUK
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http://www.ala.org/bbooks
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http://www.cccneb.edu/library/
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 

Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer  

   maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

Training at Your Library 

Board Meetings 
Did you know we are willing to come out and help you 

meet the educational needs you have at the Library Board 

level?  We can provide a presentation or workshop that 

will not only will address your board’s needs, but count  

towards Board CE credit! Scott 

can talk about Nebraska Law in   

regard to library boards, the role of  

library director and library board, 

and other items. Contact us for 

more information! 

System Spotlight 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/



