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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

A long time ago, I was in a 

training session put on by 

UNL Campus police in regards 

to preventing theft of 

classroom equipment.  The 

presenter put up a slide with 

a picture of a media “cart” 

found in a typical classroom.  On the top of the cart 

was an old tube-style TV – probably one that weighed 

about 50 pounds.  It was big and bulky and had a 

chain draped over the top and attached to the cart.  A 

little further down was a VCR attached to the cart 

with a cable lock.  (I told you this was a while ago) 

The question was put forward to the attendees – why 

was this setup not lowering the number of thefts of 

classroom equipment?  At that time the TV was 

probably the most expensive thing on the cart, but it 

was also going to be the hardest to carry out of the 

room undetected.  The VCR on the other hand was 

small enough that it could have fit snuggly in a style of 

backpack that many students used every day on 

campus. 

The people who were deciding the levels of theft 

protection were only using one criteria – cost.  In the 

end they lost about the same amount of money due 

to the recurring theft of similar, yet cheaper, 

equipment.  Also in the conversation was the fact that 

VCRS were fairly cheap at the time and it was 

probably just cheaper to replace them to really secure 

them. 

Why bring this up?  For libraries, I have seen similar 

discussions about theft among library board members 

that still want their libraries to install massive 

amounts of theft protection equipment. I saw one for 

a smaller library that suggested spending about what 

would be around $10 per book, while most of the 

collection could be replaced at a cost of about $8 per 

book. 

Don’t get me wrong. In some cases, security measures 

might make really good sense for a library. One that is 

mostly specialized and filled with hard to replace 

items.  Larger libraries that can buy in bulk the 

necessary equipment.   

Just remember to examine any proposals to make 

sure that you are protecting the items that might 

actually be easy to sneak out of your library, and that 

you aren’t spending more per item to secure them 

than the possible replacement costs. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
September 15, Start of National Hispanic Heritage Month 

September 19, Talk Like A Pirate Day 

September 26-October 2, Banned Books Week 

September 24, CASTL, Kilgore Memorial Library, York, OR via Zoom, 
“Dolly Parton Imagination Library/How are You Using Your ARPA 
Grant Funds” 

September 25, Plum Creek Literacy Festival. Concordia University, 
Seward  

September 29, Banned Websites Awareness Day 

October, TeenTober 

                  Health Literacy Month 

                  National Bullying Prevention Month 

October 11, Columbus Day, Indigenous Peoples’ Day, SELS OFFICE CLOSED 

October 12-14, NLA Conference, “The World Turned Upside Down:  Reinventing Libraries in Changing Times”  

October 16, Nebraska School Librarians Day 

November 5, Read Aloud Nebraska Workshop 

December 3, SELS Summer Reading Program Workshop 

Photos of the Month 

At Fairmont Public Library Wanda  Marget held a “Learn to Crochet” class and was thrilled to have a 

teenage boy and tween girl attend with their mom and grandma. —photos courtesy of mother 

Stephanie Chambers.  

https://bannedbooksweek.org/banned-books-week-2021-books-unite-us/
https://forms.gle/PpsmS2FKcgWiCquA9
https://forms.gle/PpsmS2FKcgWiCquA9
https://forms.gle/PpsmS2FKcgWiCquA9
https://www.cune.edu/events/plum-creek/plum-creek-literacy-festival-adult-conference-fall-2021
https://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/bwad
https://www.ala.org/yalsa/teentober
https://nebraskalibraries.org/2021_NLA_Conference__The_World_Turned_Upside_Down__Reinventing_Libraries_In_Changing_Times
https://www.neschoollibrarians.org/school-librarians-day-2021.html
http://www.readaloudnebraska.org/events/2021-fall-ran-workshop/
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 
 

September 24 
Kilgore Memorial Library, 

York and via Zoom 
“Dolly Parton Imagination 

Library/How are You Using 
Your ARPA Grant Funds?” 

 
October  29 

Falls City Library and Art 
Center 

 
November 19 

Gilbert Public Library 
Friend 

“Bibliostat” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 
To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

October 18—October 29 

November 1—November 11 

November 29—Dec. 10 

Topic 

Management/Supervision 

Leadership 

Library Services to Children & Teens 

Registration 

September 13—October 8 

September 27—October 22 

October 25—November 19 

Our August 27th CASTL was hosted by Southeast Library System and was entitled 
"Summer Reading Successes." The original plan was to host this CASTL at the SELS 
office in Lincoln, but as the COVID risk dial went up in Lancaster County to the point 
of "high risk of COVD-19 spread," and when other factors were also taken into ac-
count, such as the lack of ability to sufficiently spread out in the meeting room, the 
difficult decision was made to switch to Zoom. 
We heard a wide variety of library experiences with summer reading programs this 
year. One director switched to simple logging with just one entertainer at the end. 
Participation was excellent, with prizes (including cash prizes) as an incentive. 
Another library had a tween/teen book club during their summer reading program 
and the book club decided that they want to keep meeting throughout the year. 
One library held all big programs outside due to COVID. They purchased a large tent 
from the local hardware store to provide some shade. The elementary programs 
went really well and people understood why programs were outside.   
For another library the local daycare was crucial in feeding kids into the SRP pro-
gram. There was excellent attendance for a final event by Edgerton with owls and 
falcons. This library finds that having animals or something live provides a larger 
attendance than most other events. 
There was a library who had a really great group of kids with no complainers, plus 
every event went well. 
Another library found they needed a way to get people in, and so kids could enter 
once a day for an Amazon Fire Tablet when they checked out a book. For adults, the 
grand prize was a $100 shopping spree.  
For another library, a major event was when Game and Parks gave a tour at Lake 
Wanahoo with the highlight for the kids being the finding of a dead snake. They also 
had an increase in the number of people who turned in their reading logs. 
There was also a library that had an excellent event where the presenter made bal-
loon animals--the kids didn't want him to leave! 
Lastly, a library shared that animal programs were their biggest draw. The balloon 
program mentioned earlier was also awesome. There were more reading logs from 
middle schoolers, high schoolers, and adults than normal. It helped that middle 
schoolers and high schoolers could enter a drawing for a Kindle Fire. The NRD did a 
free Nebraska animals program that included animal furs. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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News Around the System 

The Beatrice Public Library Participates in 9/11 Memorial and Muse-

um’s Education Exhibition 

Beatrice Public Library is excited to 

announce its participation in Sep-

tember 11, 2001: The Day That 

Changed the World, a down-

loadable educational exhibition 

that presents the history of 9/11, 

its origins, and its ongoing implica-

tions through the personal stories 

of those who witnessed and sur-

vived the attacks.  Told across 14 

posters, this exhibition includes ar-

chival photographs and images of 

artifacts from the Museum’s per-

manent collection.  It explores the consequences of terrorism on individual lives and communities 

at the local, national, and international levels, and encourages critical thinking about the legacies of 

9/11. 

Twenty years after the attacks, with terrorism still a threat today, the events of 9/11 and its after-

math remind us that we may never be able to prevent all the actions of people intent on harming 

others, but we do have control over how we respond to such events.  Whether by volunteering in 

our local communities, serving our nation in the military, caring for the sick, or through other 

efforts, all of us can help build the world in which we want to live.  As we witness history unfolding 

in our own time, the ways we choose to respond – both large and small – can demonstrate the best 

of human nature after even the worst of days. 

 The poster exibition was developed by the 9/11 Memorial & Museum and has been made possible 

in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities: Democracy Demands Wisdom.  Any views, 

findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this exhibition do not necessarily represent 

those of the National Endowment of the Humanities. 

Provided by Joanne Neeman 
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News Around the System 
Seward Ends the Summer Reading Program with a Birthday Party  

It was a festive morning in Seward Memorial Library on July 

31.  Over 100 children and adults came to Harry Potter's birth-

day party.  All ages joined in the celebration which included 

games, activities, treats and prizes.  Patrons in costume 

mixed  potions, raced to deliver mail with the owls and sol-

emnly entered the sorting room. They visited Hogwarts Ex-

press at 9 3/4 for photos.  The trivia area gave readers a 

chance to show off their knowledge of Harry Potter and chil-

dren enjoyed the challenge of finding pixies who were hiding 

around the library. Prizes related to Harry Potter's adventures 

were awarded during a random drawing.  For almost 2 hours 

the community was able to leave cares behind and enter the 

magical world where there were no masks or Covid lurking in 

the background.  Attendees left with a smile and sweet mem-

ories of escaping into one of their favorite places.  

Provided by Charlotte Baldinger 

Jeff Barnes Speaks in Fairbury 

On August 26 Fairbury Public Library had 21 people attend Jeff Barnes Humanities Nebraska pro-

gram "Marking Nebraska: Our (Mostly) Hidden Historical Monuments.” The program was very in-

teresting and well received. It is obvious that Mr. Barnes has researched his book thoroughly and 

enjoys speaking to the public about it.  

Story and photos by Debbie Aden 
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News Around the System 
Stromsburg Public Library Bids Good-Bye to Intern 

We were so sad to say goodbye to our summer intern, Jaci Rutherford. (As you can tell, we had a lot 

of fun.) Jaci is a junior at Cross County Schools and was a big help this summer as we moved our 

adult non-fiction and fiction around, added a board game collection to the library and moved the 

Young Adult section to make room for the board games. Jaci also helped with summer reading and 

applying new barcodes to books that are causing issues in our system. 

Jaci is an avid reader and has been coming to the library with her family since she was in elemen-

tary school. She was a good worker and we would not have completed all of our projects 

this summer without her. 

Funding for Jaci’s internship is supported in part with state funds allocated through the Nebraska 

Legislature and administered by the Nebraska Library Commission, in partnership with the Nebras-

ka Library Systems.  

Photos were staged on her last day of working as we'd been so busy all summer we hadn't taken 

any!  

Provided by Monica Tidyman 

Crete Public Library to Host Grand Opening 

Crete Public Library’s Grand Opening is Wednesday, September 

15, with a formal program at 1:30 p.m.  Other activities will be 

held for families after school. 

Provided by Joy Stevenson 
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 Save the Date! 
 

 Summer Reading Program Workshop 

 Oceans of Possibilities 
 

 December 3 

 Via Zoom 
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

New Book Kit! 
We now have 10 hardcover copies of  American Dirt 

by Jeanine Cummins. A description follows: “Lydia 

Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of  Acapulco. 

She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love 

of  her life, and a wonderful husband who is a jour-

nalist. And while there are cracks beginning to show 

in Acapulco because of  the drug cartels, her life is, 

by and large, fairly comfortable. 

Even though she knows they’ll never sell, Lydia 

stocks some of  her all-time favorite books in her 

store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to 

the register with a few books he would like to buy—two of  them her favor-

ites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the 

jefe of  the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city. When 

Lydia’s husband’s tell-all profile of  Javier is published, none of  their lives will 

ever be the same.” -Goodreads 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/

