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We’ve talked about different 

ways of shelving your book 

collections a lot in previous 

articles; shelving by genre, 

separating large-print vs 

integrating it in regular print 

titles, using spotlight themes 

(such as a “Nebraska” section 

for anything related to the state), and other such 

community-based methods.  One of the issues is that 

anytime we create a special section, and even 

sometimes when we don’t, we have books that could 

fit in multiple places.  How do we best direct those 

browsing our shelves to know that there may be more 

materials they want in another section of the library? 

One of the first ways for many of our libraries is to 

have clear cataloging in their online system.  Making 

sure what the user sees in results is clear can help a 

lot.  Some libraries will use codes that look like a 

random bunch of letters – which doesn’t help. 

Signage also can help, along with the actual 

placement of the various collections.  If the large-print 

section is near the regular print, and there’s clear 

signage on which shelves are which – that works so 

much better than having the large-print on the other 

side of the library with just the spine labels to tell you 

which is which. 

One smart idea I’ve seen is to do some in-place 

notices.  They create a dummy book that can be 

placed on the shelf like a real book, but instead used 

as a type of in-shelf signage.  I’ll see this quite often in 

some non-fiction sections to differentiate where one 

subject area ends and another begins, but you can use 

that to point people to other parts of the library – like 

a notice that books that would normally be found in 

this place are shelved in another section in the library.  

These dummy books can be made out of book shaped 

pieces of wood, magazine holders that are weighted 

down, or even old encyclopedias that that have been 

wrapped, glued, or painted over. 

Let’s say your library has a Nebraska authors section, 

a mystery section, as well as your regular fiction 

section. Now – where do you put books written by 

Alex Kava?  No matter which of those three you 

choose – someone will look in one of the other two 

sections first and not see any Alex Kava books.   Using 

this dummy book system, let’s say you place the Kava 

books in the Nebraska authors section, and in the 

other two you place dummy books where the Kava 

titles would normally been placed on those shelves 

with something on the spine directing people to the 

Nebraska Authors section.  

This works very well for those where you are 

constantly referring people from one place to 

another.  I wouldn’t do this for every single case as 

that could easily eat up all your shelf space. 

From the Director 

In this Issue:  

Page 1—From the Director 

Page 2—Calendar 

Page 3—CASTL Wrap-up 

Pages  4-5—News Around the System 

Page 6-8—Flyers and Other News 

Page 9—System Spotlight 



Southeast Signal September 2022 

2 

Calendar 
September 15-October 15, Hispanic Heritage Month 

September 18-24, Banned Books Week  

September 19-22, Banned Book Week Virtual Events,  

Daily 

September 30, CASTL, Seward Memorial Library, 

“Brainstorming Programming Ideas” 

October, Global Diversity Awareness Month 

                 Health Literacy Month 

                 LGBT History Month 

October 5-6, Nebraska Library Association Conference 

October 15, Nebraska School Librarians Day 

October 17, Black Poetry Day 

December 9, SELS Summer Reading Workshop, Walt Library, Lincoln 

Photo of the Month 

Display created by Tami Logsdon of Hebron Secrest Library. 

http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/advocacy/bbooks/events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRszVQlwCB4VFTqM94t69yf8ue8wF-AJxpHLqEIebJQq8SiA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRszVQlwCB4VFTqM94t69yf8ue8wF-AJxpHLqEIebJQq8SiA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://nebraskalibraries.org/2022_NLA_Conference__Up_For_the_Challenge
https://www.neschoollibrarians.org/school-librarians-day-2022.html
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 
 

September 30 
Seward Memorial Library 

“Brainstorming  
Programming Ideas” 

 
October 27 

Hebron Secrest Library 
TBD 

 
November 17 

Pawnee City Public Library 
“Policies and Procedures  

for Challenges” 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcom-

Dates of Class 

Oct. 17—Oct. 28 

Nov. 7—Nov. 18 

Nov. 28—Dec. 9 

Topic 

Management/Supervision 

Leadership 

Library Services to Children & Teens 

Registration 

September 12—October 7 

September 26—October 21 

October 24—November 18 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Our August 26th CASTL was hosted by Sue Antes of Syracuse Public Library and was held 

in a hybrid format (in-person and via Zoom). Sue also was our speaker for the day, ad-

dressing the topic "The Recipe for a Successful Book Club." 

Book clubs are a great way to fight isolation and increase socialization, as well as in-

crease circulation. Sue’s first book club was 25 members and has turned out to be quite 

manageable. Sue prefers fiction because it promotes discussion. When  forming a 

group, it is a good idea to actively reach out to your avid readers, as they will likely be 

the most interested. Having food (refreshments) helps the social connection. Club mem-

bers take turns bringing treats.  Sue has four clubs: Book Club 1 has 25 members, Book 

Club 2 is closed to new members and meets in the evening with 10 members that take 

turns making dinner, Book Club 3 is made up of men who also meet in the evening and 

only reads non-fiction, and Book Club 4 evolved from new young people with families 

who wanted to get to know others in the community. It has about 12 members and is 

harder to keep going because their children are involved in activities. 

Sue picks the books in mid summer and the book clubs run from September through 

May. She gets the books from the used section of Amazon or orders kits from the Ne-

braska Library Commission or Southeast Library System. Discussion questions can be 

found on the internet and the NLC also sends questions with their kits. 

Sue starts all meetings with an icebreaker and then often provides an author bio. Then 

the discussion begins. After the book discussion has finished, she has a round robin 

where members get to share what else they have read that month. Then the group talks 

about DVDs or movies they have watched. Then the book for the next month (with dis-

cussion questions) is handed out. Time is provided afterwards for members of the group 

to browse the library and check out more materials. 

Because any group that adds a social element will be stronger and last longer, every De-

cember each book club has an outing or dinner. This year Book Club 1 had a catered din-

ner, Book Club 2 had a potluck, the men's book club had pizza, and Book Club 4 went to 

a local restaurant. For more information, see the recording. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0wz2uikel8aspc7/The%20Recipe%20for%20a%20Successful%20Book%20Club.mp4?dl=0
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News Around the System 
Some Summer Events at Seward Memorial Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Boggs Balloons                                      Wildlife Encounters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               String Beans       Stuffed Animal Sleepover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Keith West The Magician                                               Pokemon Party 

Provided by Joe Starkey  
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News Around the System 
Hebron Secrest Library Celebrating Banned Books Week 

 

Hebron Secrest Library is  running a program 

from September 18 through the 24th. Pa-

trons who are interested in participating will 

receive one ticket per book check-out. We 

will conduct a drawing to determine who our 

winning tickets are. The winners will receive 

and keep one of the banned books displayed.  

Provided by Kelly Spellman 

Tune in throughout Banned Books Week for a series of free online events featuring authors, li-

brarians, and activists working to fight censorship. Read more and register. 

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/advocacy/bbooks/events
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Other News 
Register for the Nebraska Library Association Conference! 

October 5-6, 2022 - Kearney, NE 

Younes Conference Center 

• Preconference Day with special evening events, Oct. 5 

• Regular Conference, Oct. 6 

Find out more and register here! 

 

https://nebraskalibraries.org/2022_NLA_Conference__Up_For_the_Challenge
https://www.neschoollibrarians.org/school-librarians-day-2022.html
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From the NLC 

 

Book Club Spotlight: Pet 

When asked to write a flagship title for the new Random 

House imprint “Make Me a World,” author Akwaeke 

Emezi set out to create a story that they would want to 

read if they were a teen today. Their final prod-

uct, Pet, earned a spot in TIME Magazine’s “100 Best YA 

Books of All Time”.  

“There shouldn’t be any monsters left in Lucille.” In the 

utopic town of Lucille, “angels” have defeated and 

locked away all the “monsters.” Unfortunately, these 

angels, who then took up positions of power, only 

locked away these monsters, and did not prevent them 

from being created. Then, one summer night, a horrify-

ing creature emerges from Jam’s mother’s painting and 

warns her of a monster still in Lucille. And when the 

adults refuse to believe them, Jam, and the creature, 

Pet, have no choice but to go on the hunt alone. Finding 

themselves deep in the local library’s archives, Jam, with 

her best friend Redemption and Pet, finally learns what 

monsters are and how to spot them. The trio discover that the horrors the angels claimed to have 

defeated are still there. But with the world around them in denial, what can they do? 

“Pet is a perfect jumping-off point for YA (or adult) book groups to explore the world of language 

and communication. Especially since Jam is selectively verbal, mainly communicating through sign, 

the language in this book is very specific and resounding. Because language is constantly evolving, 

Emezi asks the reader what happens when we lose the words that shape our experiences. Does 

something really go away just because you don’t talk about it? Community is also a strong theme in 

Pet, which can lead to discussions over how it affects our sense of self. For example, Lucille, an all-

Black town, was written to be like the ones found in Toni Morrison’s novels, where they are a whole 

world unto themselves. What would it be like to live in such a welcoming and insular community like 

Lucille, where everyone belongs without question, even a Black trans girl like Jam? What does it 

mean when the characters say, “We are each other’s harvest? We are each other’s business. We are 

each other’s magnitude and bond”. And do they mean it? 

If you’re interested in requesting this book for your book club, you can find the Book Club Kit Re-

quest Form here. (Items must be requested by a librarian) 

By Mackenzie Marrow  

https://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Pet&author=%20Akwaeke%20Emezi&copies=10&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=3680&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

CASTL 
CASTL is a monthly meeting 

where public library directors 

can get together and learn 

from one another. Officially 

known as “Conversations 

Among Small Town  Librari-

ans,” each meeting has a 

themed discussion or presen-

tation. There is also a round-

robin discussion where every-

one can share what’s going on 

at their library, ask questions, and talk about solutions to issues in a confidential 

setting.  CASTL offers you a monthly break from your library and wonderful sup-

port from your fellow directors. For information on upcoming CASTL meetings, 

check page three of this newsletter and sign up for the CASTL email list by con-

tacting Todd at todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com. With the help of an OWL, we are 

currently holding hybrid meetings, where you can choose to attend in person or 

virtually. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/

