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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

For all the other wonderful 
things libraries have and 
services we provide for the 
people who use them, 
books are still what comes 
to mind when people think 
about libraries.  So, let’s 
spend a little bit of time 

talking about books on shelves this month. 
 
It seems simple – get books, put books on 
shelves, users get books off shelves, users take 
them home, users bring them back, repeat the 
process.  Nothing complicated about that cycle of 
use, but there are places along the way that 
create better user experiences and make the 
library staff jobs easier. 
 
Of course, the books on the shelves should be in 
whatever order you are using at your library. To 
help make sure that’s the case, every so often 
someone should go through the shelves and fix 
any shelving errors they find so the books are 
where the users expect them to be.  Books get 
misplaced on accident, by users taking them off 
and placing them back on the shelf in incorrect 
order, and sometimes by users looking to create 
some mischief. 
 
As you go through, it might be a good idea to 
check behind the shelved books as well.  As 
things get shifted around by people pulling and 

replacing books, sometimes a book will get 
pushed back.  If your shelves do not have a solid 
back, these sometimes pushed to the other side 
of the shelving unit or fall down the shelving unit 
if there’s a gap between shelves. 
 
I do know that a few libraries will combine this 
shelf reading process with their weeding process.  
They take a few shelves at a time, making sure 
things are in place and taking off books to see if 
they want to consider for removal and/or 
replacement. 
 
On a related note, if you can’t remember when 
you did your last collection inventory, you may 
want to consider doing one soon.  Comparing 
what your records say you have and what is 
actually on the shelves is something every library 
should do on a regular basis. The nice thing is 
that a few of the computer systems libraries use 
include built in inventory processes, and some 
allow you to do small sections of the library at a 
time instead of entire collection at once.  
 
We could probably talk more about this, but we’ll 
stop here before we veer into the pros and cons 
of shelving your books according to their cover 
color.   

From the Director 
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Calendar 
November 16, National Button Day 

November 17, CASTL, Pawnee City Public Library/Hybrid, 

“Bibliostat Updates and Training” 

November 18, High-Five a Librarian Day 

November 20-26, National Game and Puzzle Week 

November 24, Thanksgiving, SELS Office Closed 

November 25, Black Friday, SELS Office Closed 

November 30, Computer Security Day 

December, National Human Rights Month 

December 1, Rosa Parks Day 

December 4, National Cookie Day 

December 9, SELS Summer Reading Workshop, Walt Library, Lincoln, 9:30-3:30 

December 11, National App Day 

December 16, CASTL, SELS Office, “All About Humanities Nebraska” 

Photos of the Month 

Photos from the Zombie Prom with Zombies showing neck, head, and face wounds respectively. 
More on recent activities at Morton-James Public Library on page 4. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6N3qrGFttHItsQKJ6vnPrzTblkHlCW1lo8RISAM9O5GnxFg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6N3qrGFttHItsQKJ6vnPrzTblkHlCW1lo8RISAM9O5GnxFg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2022/10/07/summer-reading-workshop-coming-december-9/
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CASTL Wrap-up 
Our last CASTL was hosted by Kelly Spellman and Tami Logsdon at Hebron Secrest Library on October 27th. Scott Chil-

ders  provided information and led the discussion on "Policies and Procedures for Challenges."  

Scott noted that non-librarians are rarely familiar with the professional guidelines of the American Library Association 

regarding challenges (https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit/principles), nor do they nec-

essarily recognize them as valid to their particular community. Rather than referencing the American Library Associa-

tion, citing the First Amendment is likely to have a much greater impact. The First Amendment protects the freedom 

of access to information,  which means that all library users have a right to read, view, and listen to library resources 

of different types, reflecting different cultures and values, and differing points of view. 

When someone does object to materials, it is important to take their objection seriously. Sometimes it is possible to 

do this simply by listening to their objection and having a conversation that allows the library user to be heard. This 

does require that staff feel comfortable and are equipped to hold these conversations, which will normally require 

some training. Sometimes, a library user will want to begin a formal reconsideration process, so it is important to have 

a good input/reconsideration form and reconsideration policy in place. 

Any defense of a material should be made not mainly on its merits (over which there can be much disagreement), but 

on the basis of the freedom to read, listen, and view as based on the first amendment. Further, an item should be 

looked at as a whole and not judged based on portions taken out of context. 

When talking to parents about a concern over childrens' material, it is important to note that while parents have the 

right to guide the use of materials by their own children, they do not have that right for the children of other parents 

and guardians, so they should  not be able to infringe upon the use of other library users in any way.  

Also, it is important to follow the reconsideration process as laid out. Any attempt to not follow it could lead to law-

suits against the city or village, library board, library director, and so on. These lawsuits could come potentially from 

someone who didn't think the reconsideration process resulted in their preferred result, but also from people who 

would like to retain access to materials if they have been removed or in any way restricted by not properly following 

policies properly.  

It can be helpful to provide a timeline in the policy which gives the library user an idea of when they will hear back 

from the library. That helps reassure the patron that their concern will considered in a timely fashion. 

Scott provided two different reconsideration forms for us to examine. One provided several questions as prompts, 

and the other provided one single, open ended question: " Please explain, in detail, why we should reconsider this 

resource. (Please use additional pages if necessary)". Having the person making the challenge provide a complete, 

unprompted response puts the burden on them to make a case to remove someone else’s right to access whatever 

they are challenging. 

Individuals, not organizations or other entities, should be allowed to make challenges. Other things to consider are 

whether you want to limit challenges to your service area and to limit the number of challenges that a person can 

make at the same time. It is important to protect library staff from being overwhelmed by challenges while also bal-

ancing the need to take library user concerns seriously. As always, it is necessary to keep community members and 

leaders in the loop as to what the library is doing and how it is making a positive impact on the community, so that 

they are in a position to defend the library if difficulties arise. 

https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit/principles
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News Around the System 
Happenings at Morton-James Public Library in Nebraska City 

Morton-James Public Library host-

ed a Teen Zombie Prom this year 

and had a huge turn out! Included 

is a picture of the winner from 

their costume contest. 

They also had a youth Halloween 

Party with another huge turnout.  

Lastly, they entered, as a library, 

their town's 7th annual scarecrow 

contest and tied for judges' choice 

winner for the “Spirit of Mollie 

and John”! Morton-James library 

staff Chloe Hamilton and Amanda 

Winkler accepted the award on 

the library’s behalf. 

 

By Chelsea Foust, Photos by Amanda Winkler, Chelsea Foust, and photo of Chloe and Amanda by NCTC 

Exeter Public Library Excited by Its New Portable Magnifier 
Provided by Cindy Markowski and Pat Surdla 

 

The portable magnifier arrived October 26th (all public libraries in 

Southeast Library System were eligible).  The librarians in Exeter are 

really excited about their new Magnifier. It is so fun and easy to use. 

It will be great to have for 2 kids who need it and maybe for 

those who  don't.  
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News Around the System 
Costume Party at Fairbury Public Library 

The Fair-

bury chil-

dren’s sec-

tion had a 

costume 

party on 

October 

29th.  They 

had 38 kids 

come for 

crafts,    

pizza and 

to show off 

their     

costumes.    

Provided by Trish Vculek  

Nominees for SELS Board of Directors Sought 

By Scott Childers 

We are currently accepting self-

nominations for the upcoming SELS Board 

Elections. The SELS Board is an important 

part of making sure that our activities fol-

low the mission of our organization and 

provide valued input on the usefulness of 

our offerings. If you are interested in run-

ning for the board, please send your 

name, your relationship to a library in our 

service area (work in a library, are a board 

member, a user of the library, etc) and a 

brief bio to Scott Childers at 

scott.childers.sels@gmail.com .   

If you have any questions about what commitments a board member will have, please feel free to 

contact us and ask! 

mailto:scott.childers.sels@gmail.com
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News Around the System 

By Joy Stevenson 

Library Hosts Krueger, Best-Selling 
Author of this Year's Crete Reads! 
Book 

Crete Public Library hosted New York Times 

bestselling author William Kent Krueger for din-

ner and a presentation in the Crete Carrier 

Community Room on Oct. 22. Krueger is the 

author of "This Tender Land," the book selec-

tion for this year's Crete Reads! community-wide read. Tickets were available for the dinner and 

guests were also invited to attend the presentation only.  

Krueger spent time mingling with guests before dinner, telling quick stories, answering questions 

about his writing, and learning a little about Crete. 

During his talk he spoke about how the earliest lessons children learn are through stories and 

shared his boyhood experience in a local library, where caring staff fostered his curiosity for stories. 

As a boy who loved comics, he immersed himself in adventure classics like "The Count of Monte 

Cristo," and "The Three Musketeers." 

He wanted the characters' journey to the Mississippi River in "This Tender Land" to be his version of 

Mark Twain's Tom Sawyer classic tales. Krueger even shared a story of his own youthful endeavor 

to navigate a local creek near his home in northern Ohio all the way to Lake Erie. His personal expe-

rience as a boy, however, ended quickly with a lack of engineering skills possessed by himself and 

his young peers. 

Krueger talked candidly on his early career as a writer, his mystery series with protagonist Cork 

O'Connor, and how stand-alone books, like "This Tender Land," come to fruition. He shared about 

his creative process and the historical research that crafted his stories, answering questions from 

the audience about characters, themes, and even details readers may have missed. 

Before the evening was 

over, he graciously signed 

copies of books and stood 

for photos, including one 

with a local book club of 

library patrons. 



Southeast Signal November 2022 

7 

News Around the System 
Wymore has New Library Assistant, Receives Donation 

Wymore Public Library is pleased to welcome Jordy Bach-

mann as the newest member of our staff! She has recent-

ly moved back to Wymore. She has many things she en-

joys like being an avid reader, a creative writer, and 

spending time with her family and pets. She graduated 

with a Bachelor's Degree in history and a minor in crea-

tive writing. Jordy has many great skills and she is a great 

asset to the library. If you see her around, be sure to give 

her a warm welcome. We are happy to have her aboard!  

I would like to 

extend a huge 

thank you to 

Uhl's Sporting 

Goods & Screen 

Printing in Be-

atrice. When 

we took up our old plaque of past library directors 

(pictured left) to them to have it updated for Janet and 

myself, Uhl's was kind enough to surprise us with a brand 

new plaque (pictured) that they very kindly donated to us. 

On behalf of the Library Board and myself, I would like to 

thank them for their generous gift! This new plaque is so 

beautiful and is of very good quality. We love having it 

and will make sure it has a good home here at the library 

for many years to come! 

By Austin Jackson 

S 
chool Librarians are encouraged to note that the NSLA has a number of scholarships available. 

Applications are due December 1. These include, but are not limited to: 

• NSLA Continuing Education Scholarship 

• NSLA Workshop/Conference Scholarship 

• NSLA Presenter Scholarship 

• Karla Wendelin Continuing Education Scholarship 

• National Conference First Time Attendee Scholarship 
 

https://www.neschoollibrarians.org/awards-and-scholarships.html
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News Around the System 
Exeter Public Library’s LOL Club 

 

The LOL (Love-Our-Library) Club started in September 2021. 

This is a great place where the students can come and do 

homework, Makerspace activities, crafts and play with 

iPads.  They get a snack, Monday-Thursday, from 3:30 to 

4.  Once a month as pictured we have story time, craft, and a 

snack. Sometimes we have teachers or others who we can 

get to come and help read the story. It has been a great asset 

to the Community of Exeter.  The school had to discontinue 

their afterschool program and the Library stepped up to the 

challenge!  The Club is once a month. The highest number 

has been 32 and for the after school we have 10-20 every 

day. 

We started a program for them to read 10 books and put 

them on a  booklist and earn a Beanie Baby.  It was fun to 

see the books fly off the shelf and the booklists coming 

in.  Some have read 50 books.  With this program being so 

new to Sara Pella, Pat Sudrla and Cindy Markowski, it was a 

great year and we are looking forward to 2023. 

By Cyndy Markowski 
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News Around the System 
Pictures from Beatrice Public Library 

Beatrice Public Library has been busy with activities recently. The first set of pictures are from a 

Family Night the library had with a private Catholic school (St. Joseph). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture with the grey bin was taken of our 'Keep Beatrice Beautiful' event, where Mary Bucy 

challenged our young patrons to distinguish between trash and recyclable items.  

Lastly, there 

are pictures 

of our very 

first Escape 

Room where 

we had two 

groups of 

tweens 

attend.  

Provided by Martha Pena 
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News Around the System 
Build-a-Turkey Event in Nebraska City 

Morton-James Public Library in Nebraska held a Build-A-

Turkey event. Each child stuffed their turkey and each was 

given a birth certificate and a carrying bag! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Chelsea Foust 

2022 YALSA Teens’ Top Ten Titles Announced 

YALSA, a division of the American Library Association, has officially announced the 2022 Teen’s Top Ten win-

ners. The Teens’ Top Ten is a “teen choice” list, where teens nominate and choose their favorite books of the 

previous year. This year’s list of winners features 10 titles that were published between January 1st, 2021 

and December 31st, 2021. They include: 1. 10 Truths and a Dare by Ashley Elston, 2. Ace of Spades by Faridah 

Àbíké-Íyímídé, 3. All of Us Villains by Amanda Foody and Christine Herman, 4. All These Bodies by Kendare 

Blake, 5. Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas, 6. The Hawthorne Legacy by Jennifer Lynn Barnes, 7. Here's to Us 

by Becky Albertalli and Adam Silvera, 8. The Ivies by Alexa Donne, 9. Rule of Wolves by Leigh Bardugo, and 10. 

We Can't Keep Meeting Like This by Rachel Lynn Solomon. 

https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/10/2022-yalsa-teens-top-ten-titles-announced
https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/10/2022-yalsa-teens-top-ten-titles-announced
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News Around the System 
One Book One Nebraska and One Book One Lincoln Book Kits 

The Mystery of Hunting’s End by Mignon Eber-

hart has been chosen to be the 2023 selection 

for One Book One Nebraska. Smack in the mid-

dle of the Sand Hills is Hunting’s End, a weekend 

lodge owned by the rich Kingery family. To that 

place socialite Matil Kingery invites a strange 

collection of guests — the same people who 

were at the lodge when her father died of 

“heart failure” exactly five years ago. She in-

tends to find out which one of them murdered 

him. This is a book that keeps the reader guess-

ing as to who is behind the murders taking place 

in a lodge outside of Valentine during a blizzard. 

Why were these murders committed, are any of 

the guests staying at the lodge safe, and who is 

the killer?  

This year we have also purchased the One Book 

One Lincoln title The Lincoln Highway by Amor 

Towles due to interest within the system. In 

June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is 

driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the 

work farm where he has just served a year for 

involuntary manslaughter. His mother long 

gone, his father recently deceased, and the fam-

ily farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett’s 

intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother 

and head west where they can start their lives 

anew. But when the warden drives away, Em-

mett discovers that two friends from the work 

farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the 

warden’s car. Together, they have hatched an 

altogether different plan for Emmett’s future.  
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NLC Book Club Spotlight 
Going Bovine 

When I decide to spotlight a book, I usually like to pick a ti-

tle that is relevant to an upcoming holiday or one that is in 

the news. But, in the case of Going Bovine by Libba Bray, I 

honestly just thought the cover was really neat and I stick 

by that decision. Libba Bray, who dreams of one day replac-

ing her artificial eye with a laser-gun eye, views “comedy 

and tragedy [as] two sides of the same coin.” And her ab-

surdist YA comedy is such a coin, asking deep questions 

about life, loyalty, disability, quantum mechanics, and reali-

ty itself. Going Bovine is crawling with awards, including the 

2010 Michael L. Printz Award, and was named Publishers 

Weekly Best Children’s Book of the Year in 2009.  

Cameron Smith is a burnout. His family doesn’t get along, 

he’s barely getting through High School, and his only hob-

bies are getting high and listening to music he hates. Being 

basically a hermit, the people in Cameron’s life try to con-

vince him that he needs to get out more and actually experience the world for once. But before he 

can do so, he contracts Creutzfeldt–Jakob Disease, better known as Mad Cow Disease. Yup. Camer-

on is dying from a bad burger…bummer. The thing about Mad Cow Disease is that because it’s 

pretty much eating your brain, you will experience some buck wild and vivid hallucinations. So while 

Cameron is laid up and dying in the hospital, he is visited by a punk rock angel who informs him that 

he’s the only person who can save the world. With this knowledge, Cameron and his new friend 

Gonzo head out on this world-saving mission with the promise that Cameron’s cure waits at the end 

of it all. So that’s how a kid dying from Mad Cow and a 16-year-old anxious dwarf go out on an epic 

odyssey across America to save the world and themselves. Along the way, they meet jazz legends, 

cults, and a Norse god in the body of a garden gnome. Seriously. Well maybe. It could just be Cam-

eron’s hallucinations, after all. 

Even though this book is unfailingly silly in nature, it asks the reader if reality makes a difference if 

you yourself are changed in the end. Sure it’s a meaningless adventure in the long run, but not 

while they are experiencing it. I know that sounds pretty heavy for a YA Book Club title, but some-

times you have to ask those big questions. Ask your group their thoughts on coincidences and reali-

ty. Is Cameron’s experience worth anything, even if it didn’t actually happen?  If you’re interested 

in requesting this book for your book club, you can find the Book Club Kit Request Form here. 

(Items must be requested by a librarian.) 

By MacKenzie Marrow 

https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-health-literacy/all-about-bse-mad-cow-disease
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Going%20Bovine&author=%20Libba%20Bray&copies=16&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=2512&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

New Book Kit 
In the wake of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd gives 

live readings from newspapers to paying audiences hungry for 

news of the world. In Wichita Falls, he is offered a $50 gold piece 

to deliver a young orphan to her relatives in San Antonio. Four 

years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna’s parents 

and sister; sparing the little girl, they raised her as one of their 

own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the ten-year-old has 

once again been torn away from the only home she knows. 

As the miles pass, the two lonely survivors begin to trust each 

other, forming a bond that marks the difference between life 

and death in this treacherous land. 

Arriving in San Antonio, the reunion is neither happy nor wel-

come. The captain must hand Johanna over to an aunt and uncle 

she does not remember—strangers who regard her as an un-

wanted burden. Captain Kidd must now decide whether abandon the girl to her fate or become—in the 

eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself. This book kit was donated by Crete Public Library. To discover our 

other book kits and find instructions on how to check them out, visit the book kit page on our website. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/book-kits-test/

