
With the coming of fall, the library world is at a stage where many things reboot. Academic libraries and school
libraries are starting new school years, hopefully with renewed goals and enthusiasm. Public libraries have
completed summer reading programs and are preparing to embrace the next challenges. 

This may be the perfect opportunity to evaluate the partnerships that your library has with other entities. Are there
some potential volunteers that would be valuable resources? Would some local businesses be willing to support
programming? There are some businesses that offer regular grants to nonprofit organizations. School librarians and
public librarians can work together toward mutual goals that can benefit students and families. 

Take some time to reflect on your community and try to see it with fresh eyes. Are there any new businesses that
you could work with? Are there some organizations that would benefit from the library’s help? For example, libraries
and food pantries could work well together to help families. Just having their information available in the library that
can help spread the word to families in need could be helpful. There are obvious partnerships, such as the senior
center, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and school systems. 

Some community organizations rely on fundraising to help supplement their budgets. Could the library work with the
local fire department, Lion’s Club, American Legion, or others with fundraising projects that could benefit everyone?
Building these relationships benefits everyone involved, sometimes in unique and unexpected ways.

If you see someone in your community with similar goals as the library, try not to see it as a competition. Try to
figure out a way that the library can work with them. Is someone providing afterschool activities for the children in
the community? Perhaps the library could help in some way, or maybe they could do activities in the library
occasionally. Does the senior center offer services or programs that are similar to those the library provides? Suggest
that the library host an event at the senior center or invite the senior center to use the library for their activities.
Does a local museum have an interesting display? Find some relevant books on the topic and join in the fun! 

Do not get frustrated if these relationships do not magically develop. They do take work and perseverance. Everyone
is busy, and they may not recognize the value that the library can provide. Keep trying to build connections, and try
not to get discouraged or take things personally if they do not evolve as you had hoped. 

On the other hand, express your appreciation for those successful partnerships! Make sure that you let others know
how much you value them, whether it is the library giving or receiving the help. A short thank you note can make a
decisive impact. Librarians are creative, positive thinkers!  

My email address is tammi.thiem.trls@gmail.com. My phone number is 402-910-7005. I am just an email, call, or text
away if I can help with anything.

Partnerships are Valuable! 
by Tammi Thiem 
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TRaiLS News 

 The winner of the puzzle from the last
newsletter was Kimberly Ellenwood,

librarian at the Genoa Public Library.
The completed puzzle was Maya

Angelou’s quote, “I’ve learned that
people will forget what you said, people
will forget what you did, but people will
never forget how you made them feel.”
She submitted her response to Chelsea

and was chosen to win this shirt as a
prize. Thanks for playing, Kimberly!

Newsletter Puzzle Winner: Kimberly Ellenwood

The shirt was made with the Three Rivers
Library System’s Cricut Maker and Cricut

Easy Press. These are available for
librarians to borrow and use. Be sure to

check out the TRLS website to see if
there are any cool items you would like

to try out in your library! If you find
something you would like to try, contact
Chelsea at trls.assistant@gmail.com or

call her at 402-330-7884 to make
arrangements for delivery or shipping.

https://delightfulpaths.com/how-to-solve-nonogram-puzzles
https://www.libib.com/u/trails/l/164505


Calendar of Events 

Association of Rural and Small Libraries
Conference 
Chattanooga, TN

14 - 17 September 2022
 

SKILLS Meeting
Online via Zoom 

14 September 2022 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Emerson Public Library 

21 September 2022
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Online via Zoom 

22 September 2022 
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

 
Plum Creek Literacy Festival 
Concordia University 

23 - 24 September 2022 
9:30 am - 2:00 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Online via Zoom 

27 September 2022 
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

 
Repurposed Library Books Workshop 
Norfolk Public Library 

30 September 2022 
9:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Online via Zoom 

4 October 2022 
10:00am - 11:00 am 

 
Nebraska Library Association Annual
Conference 
Younes Conference Center 

5 - 6 October 2022 
8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Online via Zoom 

12 October 2022 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
SKILLS Meeting 
Elgin Public Library 

18 October 2022 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 

 

Basic Skills

Management / Supervision with Holli Duggan
Registration Dates: 12 September 2022 - 7 October 2022 
Class Dates: 17 October 2022 - 28 October 2022 

Leadership with Holli Duggan 
Registration Dates: 26 September 2022 - 21 October 2022 
Class Dates: 7 November 2022 - 18 November 2022 

Library Services to Children & Teens with Sally Snyder 
Registration Dates: 24 October 2022 - 18 November 2022 
Class Dates: 28 November 2022 - 9 December 2022  

NCompass Live Shows 

Building Cultures of Reading with Reader Zone 
Show Date: 14 September 2022 at 10: 00 am - 11:00 am 

Letters About Literature 2022 
Show Date: 21 September 2022 at 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Pretty Sweet Tech 
Show Date: 28 September 2022 at 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Navigating the New NebraskAccess 
Show Date: 12 October 2022 at 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

NLC Book Club Spotlight 

Book Club Spotlight: 
Why I'm an Only Child & Other Slightly Naughty Plains Folktales

 
Mackenzie Marrow is the librarian in charge of book clubs at the
Nebraska Library Commission and wants to share with everyone
the hidden gems in the NLC's Book Club Collection. Below is an
excerpt, but to read the full details go to Mackenzie's blog post. 

Why I’m an Only Child is the vehicle for Welsch to define the specific
type of midwestern humor he has coined “Civil Ribaldry.” In his own
words: “These jokes take the form of extraordinarily subtle, distinctly
rural narratives. While there is a punchline, unlike the riddling joke,
for example, “civil ribaldry” does contain a clear narrative element.
The stories, while slightly off-color, can be, and are, told in mixed
company, even with children present, without much danger of being
understood by the innocent” (Citation). According to Welsch, the oral
tradition is an essential aspect of Civil Ribaldry and it tends to be
more of a performance than a joke. This form of rural wit is not
something to perfect or concoct; it is simply having the talent for
timing and a flair for diction and detail when the moment presents
itself. Welsch discusses its relationship to other forms of wit and
verbal jousting, such as the Black American game of “Dozens,” and
asserts their value as linguistic American traditions.

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22031
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22031
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22203
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22187
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22187
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22204
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22204
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22110
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22110
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22205
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22205
http://bit.ly/FallLibWorkshop
http://bit.ly/FallLibWorkshop
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22206
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22206
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=21902
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=21902
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22207
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22207
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22188
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=22188
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2022/08/30/book-club-spotlight-why-im-an-only-child-other-slightly-naughty-plains-folktales/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2022/08/30/book-club-spotlight-why-im-an-only-child-other-slightly-naughty-plains-folktales/
http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.fol.024


TRaiLS News 

Karen served on the board for the Three Rivers Library
System for two consecutive terms, from 2016 through
2022. Karen is a wonderful advocate for libraries, and

her position on the TRaiLS Board was hugely
appreciated. .We wish her all the best! 

Many Thanks to Karen Drevo, Norfolk Public
Library!

by Tammi Thiem 

Avoca, Nebraska is a small, rural town in southern Cass
County, and The Avoca Library is a special place to visit. It
used to be a bank, and volunteers work hard to uphold
their mission statement: The mission of the Avoca Library
is to provide quality materials and services which fulfill
educational, cultural, and recreational needs of the entire
community in an atmosphere that is welcoming,
respectful, and businesslike. Their clever tagline, “Books in
the Bank,” reflects the bank of the past and the library of
the present.

The unfortunate closing of a hospital proved to be
fortunate for The Avoca Library volunteers. They were able
to furnish the new library space with sturdy metal shelves
that had previously held medical records. The chairs that
had served waiting patients in the hospital now fit nicely in
the library space, allowing patrons places to sit and read,
study, visit, and attend library programs. Donated books
filled the new shelves. Carpet squares and fresh paint
helped put the finishing touches on the library’s inviting
atmosphere. 

The Avoca Library 
by Tammi Thiem 

Library News 

The Avoca Library hosted an open house on August
20th to highlight their efforts over the past six years.
The volunteers regularly host Ladies Night events that
are well received by many community members.
During the pandemic, the volunteers saw that some
families needed food, so they started a “Food Sack”
program to get non-perishable food to those who
needed it. 

It is heartwarming to see the true meaning of libraries
in action, and the dedication of the volunteers at The
Avoca Library proves to be an amazing inspiration.
They moved their vision for a library forward, despite
various hardships, to create an essential hub of their
small community. 



The Bellevue University Library hosted its first ever Bruin Con event on August 27, 2022! This was a mini comic
convention hosted on campus that was open for students, staff, and the general public to attend. We were able
to invite a variety of local including artists, crafters, and businesses to participate as vendors. There were three
panel discussions: "Script Writing for Comics," "The Importance of Gaming," and "Gundam Models: Don't Knock
It 'til You Try It." Guests were able to take green screen photos, pose with the TARDIS or Iron Throne props, and
participate in the cosplay contest. We are very thankful for all of the Library and University staff that helped
make this event a success! 

Bellevue University Library's  Bruin Con
by Alicia James

A duo of magicians, Jeff Quinn and Adam White visited as well as Mike from Pint Size Polkas and Dino O'Dell both had
awesome music programs. 

 
Kristi Leckband and her two children were the winners of the Guess the Number of Goldfish in the bowl. 

 

Lied Pierce Public Library's Summer Reading Program
by Dawnn Tucker

Library News 



Here is a peek inside the Hartington Public Library
“Oceans of Possibilities" program. Over 145 kids
joined us at the library during the month of June.
The kids who participated were able to log their
books and read for prizes, attend our super
creative backyard story hours with Miss Kim, our
3rd graders and up joined sessions planned by UNL
Extension office. Also, summer reading kids also
had the opportunity to enter our contests for prizes
and our 10 ten readers were rewarded during our
finale.

Dino O'Dell of Kansas City brought silly and
educational songs to library’s “Ocean of
Possibilities” summer reading program. During his
song and storytelling, he is a master at tricking kids
into learning.

Hartington Public Library's Oceans of Possibilities
by Tami Anderson

The Colfax County Library Association which includes the libraries in Clarkson, Howells, Leigh and Schuyler
sponsored a story walk at the Colfax County July 13-17. The Duckling gets a Cookie!? was the story used for the walk.
The signs were taped to the buildings around the fairground.

Howells Public Library's Story Walk 
By Dianne Cooper

Library News 



Deputy Daniel Acosta and K-9 Mars from Colfax County Sheriff Office were special guests at the Howells
Public Library Wednesday August 3, 2022. K-9 Mars is a Belgian Malinois from Poland. He understands
commands in Russian and is starting to understand some English and Spanish. They attended 13 weeks of
training at the Law Enforcement Academy in Grand Island. K-9 Mars eats about 4 cups of food a day. All the
kids had a chance to pet K-9 Mars, ask questions and make a sheriff's badge to take home.

Howells Public Library's K9 Visitor
by Dianne Cooper

Library News 

The North Bend Public Library offers a fun, budget friendly and timeless passive program for our younger patrons. Felt
Mr. and Mrs. Potato Head are available daily for our young patrons to dress up and accessorize. One of our librarians
that passed away in 2018 created this for our little patrons. The potatoes are about 2 ft tall and 1ft across. They have
Halloween costumes, outfits in our school colors, pom-poms, all sorts of hats and shoes to go with each outfit. Outfits
for holidays, a pet dog, different sets of eyeballs and sunglasses, too. After the potatoes are decorated, we leave them
decorated for the next person to change or add to the display. The background is a rolling board about 3 feet tall by 4
feet wide. It was very inexpensive to make and our little patrons use it every day. We keep this in the main room of the
library for everyone to enjoy. 

During the summer months we set out cutup pool noodles and toothpicks for kids to design and create whatever their
heart desires. Then, we set out the creations for a couple of weeks, take them down a few at a time and the circle of
creativity continues. We cut the noodles in 1/2" to 1" pieces for the most part, some of them are 4"-5". All colors,
shapes and sizes of noodles are used and mixed together. This time of year the noodles are on sale, so that is a cost
savings for us. The kids really are very creative, we have a toilet, bird, bridges, birthday cakes, glasses, an airplane and
more. I just thought I would share a couple of inexpensive but tested and true passive programs we have at our
library.

North Bend Public Library's Budget Friendly Activities
by Amy Reznicek



Lied Lincoln Township Library had several grants that were combined to create a new seating area around the
reading tree at the library. The Kreutz Bennett grant, the NLC ARPA grant, the Wausa Community Foundation
grant, and a local donation from CHS  were used. The reading tree area has already been used by several group
and the community loves it! 

Lied Lincoln Township Library's Reading Tree
by Wendy Ketelsen

Library News 

Nine young aspiring authors/illustrators attended the June 30 Comic Book Workshop at Schuyler Public Library.
Conducting the three-hour event was artist Dylan Jacobson. 

Each participant received a My Comic Book Kit, which included a guide book, 8 1/2 by 11 page templates, and markers.
The kit also included an envelope to mail the completed comic book to Lulu Press to be printed as a 'real' comic book. 

Once the professionally published comic books are returned, they will be catalogued into the system at Schuyler Public
Library, and a reception for the artists will be held. Additional copies can be purchased from the company at any time. 

Jacobson was impressed with the comic book kits and the enthusiasm displayed by the participants. 

This project was supported in part by the Library Services and Technology Act, administered by the Federal Institute of
Museum and Library Services, and granted by the Nebraska Library Commission. 

Schuyler Public Library's Comic Book Workshop 
by Michael Rea



Genoa Public Library held a Back to School Bash on the first day of school for Twin River. We had cupcakes, cookies, and
sherbet punch. We also had Back to School activity pages printed out and a photo background to take pictures of the kids
for their first day of school. We had a great turnout with over 40 patrons coming to the library! Each person who checked
out a book had their name put in a hat to draw for a prize. The prizewinner won credits for our treat buckets. We also had
flyers ready to hand out to the families about our STEAM Club and Lego Club after school activities this year. We plan to
continue this event every year to encourage reading and fun on the first day of school! 

Genoa Public Library's Back to School Bash
by Abigail Vetick

Library News 

The Hartington Public Library recently added a permanent StoryWalk at Felber Park in May of 2022. Children, parents,
grandparents and their families can enjoy a book and a reading adventure at the same time. Pages of a children’s picture
book are put on the new sign holders and placed along the sidewalk. The library encourages you to read the story, page-
by-page starting at the south entrance and wrapping around to the pool. The first book that was selected is called Rodeo
Red written by Maripat Perkins and illustrated by Molly Idle. This story will be was able Sunday, June 12. A different book
will be displayed every month until October to keep the learning experience fun and exciting.
 
The StoryWalk boards was purchased through funding from ARPA Library Improvement and the IMLS grant as an outreach
service to promote literacy, help build children’s interest in reading and the library, while enjoying the outdoors.

Hartington Public Library's StoryWalk 
by Tami Anderson



We had several big art projects over the summer at our library. I had Vonell Anderson (Andy), a gentleman from our
community, build us a puppet theater and I painted it. Then I and a friend of mine, Karen Eddie, spent 90 hours this
summer painting a mural for the children's area of the library. It took longer than we anticipated!! And finally I had Addie
Wynia, a summer intern, help me paint the sidewalk around the library. Addie did most of the work and I think it turned
out great! 

Lied Lincoln Township Library's Big Art
by Wendy Ketelsen

Library News 

We are having a cookie decorating class using
buttercream icing at the Columbus Public Library on
September 24 at 2 pm! That Saturday Sue Wozny will be
showing us how to decorate cookies by starting with
graham crackers to practice our techniques before we
move on to decorating the sugar cookies she premade
for us. Since this class will take place in the fall season
she will show us how to create pumpkin and leaf
decorations for our cookies. Sue is graciously giving each
attendee a printout of her special buttercream frosting
and will instruct us on the proper methods of chilling,
cutting, and prepping your sugar cookies for decoration.
At the very end of the Cookie Decorating Class, Sue will
have a drawing and the lucky winner will take home the
cookies that she decorated!

Columbus Public Library's Current Events
by Kelli Keyes

Since the old Library building was torn down and we are
temporarily located at the old police station we sadly have
not had the room for a quilt display. Many of us miss that
and look forward to it every year. The wonderful ladies of

the Calico Quilt Club had a brilliant idea to have a quilt
“show and tell” program at the library. Since the library will

also be having a book sale in the chamber room during
Columbus Days we will have the Quilt Show at United

Methodist Church thanks to funding provided by Thrivent.
The Calico Quilt Club will present around 100 quilts for your
viewing pleasure and will spotlight a quilter. As the Friends
of the Library are displaying each quilt, the creator or their

representative will share the story behind the creation of
the quilt.



I would first like to thank the Committee for allowing me the opportunity to attend the 2021 NLA convention. This was an
exciting and knowledgeable experience.
  
I am so glad that we got to meet, real, live and in person this year. After a year of webinars and zoom meetings, it was nice
to be able to sit in a room with other librarians. You could almost feel the excitement when you walked into the hotel
lobby!  

The keynote speaker for the event, Michelle Mras, was FABULOUS! What an amazing story of resilience. She most definitely
gave everyone in the room a newfound will to forge ahead after a year of nothingness. 

I came back to my library with so many new and great ideas. Each session I attended was packed with information and
advice. I could not have gotten all of this out of a webinar session! The session that I enjoyed the most was “Micro Jam: A
Game Jam Workshop with The Creative Production Lab” and I cannot wait to have my first game jam and show the library
patrons how to play “my” game!   

Again, thank you to the committee for choosing me to receive a grant to attend the conference, I would not have been able
to attend without your financial help. A HUGE thank you to all that made this spectacular event possible. It takes a village! 

2021 NLA Convention
by Jennifer Praest

Verdigre Public Library appreciated TRLS for funding our
Humanities performer in April 2022. The following
describes Dan Holtz's excellent show which the audience
thoroughly enjoyed.  

The hardy souls who ventured out in last Thursday's wind to
attend a Humanities Nebraska program at Verdigre Public
Library got a treat. Dan Holtz, of Nebraska City, provided
excellent entertainment while teaching of inspiring figures from
Nebraska history.  

His program, "Nebraska Through Song and Story" composed
mostly of original songs plus a few folk songs, commemorated
soddy-house homesteaders on government claims,
photographer Solomon Butcher who never quite succeeded
during his career, cantankerous immigrant Jules Sandoz, the
decimation of the Plains buffalo herds, hard-working Dr. Susan
LaFleche Picotte--first Native American M.D. either male or
female, Chief Standing Bear's huge personal losses endured
while bridging the divide between Native and white Americans,
Robert Ball Anderson--one of the first African-American
landowners in western Nebraska, the tremendous volunteer-
run North Platte canteen during World War II and, finally,
crackerjack aviatrix Evelyn Sharp from Ord who died tragically
young at 24. 

Humanities Program: Dan Holtz
by Katie Hollmann

Scholarship Experiences 

Touching titles included, "Coffee, Sandwiches and Love", "The
Sky is No Limit", "The One Who Had the Dream", "What's it
Mean to be a Man?" and "Homeward the Arrows Fly". Dan
donated one of his CDs to the library which is available for
check-out.

 Dan Holtz grew up in Ord and is a retired professor of
English, including Nebraska Literature, from Peru State
College. He has written thirty-five songs about Nebraska
history and has truly enjoyed criss-crossing our state for
twenty-six years as a Humanities Nebraska performer. HIs
wife, originally from Elgin, also is a retired college professor
and said she's related to all the Heithoffs and Schindlers. 

Dan's finale was the origin tale and singing of our state song,
"Beautiful Nebraska", which found many of the audience
singing along with shining eyes.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88010910640?pwd=bVJ5d2dqaE90RkRnU2h6TFlER3hvZz09


http://bit.ly/SKILLSMeeting


http://bit.ly/FallLibWorkshop


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88010910640?pwd=bVJ5d2dqaE90RkRnU2h6TFlER3hvZz09


https://bit.ly/SKILLSBONUS


https://www.cccneb.edu/lis/


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/rbxkmzj




https://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html

