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ñBeginnings Anewò             by Jan Jolliffe 
 
Fall has a distinct quality of conjuring up memories of the past. The        
aroma of fall crops and certain spices that permeate the air, fall foliage    
and piles of leaves, the invigorating thrill of the chill in the air, hot  choco-
late, s'mores, new book seriesô to read back to back, football season, 
along with darkening days that signal the calm of winter to come. For 
some this conveys the endé the end of summer holidays, going back to  
the grind of school, perhaps a studentsô senior year or a college child  
leaving from home once again.  
 
Fortunately, in our libraries, we can make this time of year the beginning: 
new classes to visit our school libraries, rejuvenated Storytime's for the 
youngest patrons and their parents, overhauled crafts, technology and       
textiles, coding and Lego clubs, non- traditional book clubs or modernized 
games to play and learn. Many librarians might decide to teach our young-
er generation how to  quilt, crochet, knit, or sew as past generations did by 
hand, while others will institute the newest innovative technology studios 
to offer our patrons alternative hobbies or perhaps entice them with fresh    
entrepreneurial adventures. New fiscal years translate into fresh diversi-
fied collections  with books, periodicals, and updated state-of-the-art re-
search tools, along with creative librarians in place to initiate these new 
beginnings and perspectives. In essence, fall brings a chance for change 
and restructure which helps us to meet more of our communities' needs.    
 
Here in the Western Library System weôre focusing on the new as well. 
Plans for Librarian Job-A-Likes, District Librarian Meet & Greets, Readers 
Advisory  Sessions, Literacy Initiatives, Crowdsharing and many exciting 
programs to come are taking shape. One of my favorite authors, Francis 
Hodgson Burnett, claims in The Secret Garden that ñif you look the right 
way, you can see that the whole world is a garden.ò Iôm imagining our 
WLS and the many libraries within our five districts as the garden where 
great ideas are blossoming, and where each librarian embraces this time  
to reimagine what their library will offer their patrons. Iôm looking forward  
to attending the NLA/NSLA Conference in Kearney to hear eight of our 
WLS librarians present their ideas on various subjects and programs...all 
things library related, to propel us forward into the future; as specialists 
within our communities, where we can make a difference with the blooms 
of newly enriched excitement and enticing programs for all ages.   
 
Cheers to a fabulous fall and new beginnings all around!    
- Jan 
 
 

mailto:http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Jan%20Jolliffe
mailto:wlsasst@gmail.com
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NCOMPASS LIVE: ONE BOOK FOR NEBRASKA KIDS & TEENS 2017 

Posted on September 9, 2017 by Christa Porter  

Be sure to watch the archived edition of  óOne Book For Nebraska Kids & Teens 
2017ô on the NCompass Live website at:http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/   

Wouldnôt it be great if kids all over Nebraska were talking about books? The Nebras-
ka Library Commission & the Regional Library Systems have a program where kids 
can all read and discuss the same book. Join Sally Snyder, the NLCôs Coordinator 
of Children and Young Adult Library Services, to learn all about the 2017 program: One Book For Nebraska Kids ï 
Alcatraz Versus the Evil Librarians by  Brandon Sanderson, and One Book For Nebraska Teens ï The  Legend of 
Bass Reeves by Gary Paulsen. 

 
Library Card Sign-Up Month                                 
This is a month when the American Library Association and libraries across the country remind parents that a library 
card is the most important school supply of all. This observance was launched in 1987. Since then, thousands of 
public and school libraries join each fall in a national effort to ensure every child has a library card and uses it. Fill   
the display with fiction about librarians and a mix of books for children about the library. Check out ALAôs website:    
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card 
 
National Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 ï October 15)                                                                                         
Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15, by celebrating 
the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the       
Caribbean and Central and South America. The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of 
independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In       
addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and September18, respectively.  
Also, Columbus Day or D²a de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period. For more information go 
to: http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/.  
 
First Day of Autumn (September 22, 2017) 
Create fun fall bulletin boards: (thtps://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=library%20fall%
20displays&eq=library%20fall%20displays&etslf=2810) along with a display of autumn-themed books.  
  
Banned Books Week (September 24-30)                                                                                                                             
Banned Books Week, the annual celebration of the freedom to read, will be held the week of September 24th in  
2017. For this yearôs celebration, the coalition of organizations that sponsors Banned Books Week will emphasize 
the importance of the First Amendment, which guarantees our inherent right to read. Check out: http://
www.bannedbooksweek.org/ for more  information. Display books that have been challenged or banned and     
encourage your patrons to read (or re-read) the titles.  For challenged books visit: http://www.ala.org/advocacy/
bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10. For free downloads visit: http://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/
bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources/freedownloads. 
 
Teen Read Week  (October 8-14) 
ñUnleash Your Storyò is the theme for this yearôs Teen Read Week. This began in 1998 as a national literacy         
Initiative of the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) to focus on timely topics and teen interests,     
and to encourage 12-18 year olds to "Read For The Fun Of It". Teen Read Week is celebrated the third full week     
in October every year. http://teenreadweek.ning.com/. Check out their publicity page: http://teenreadweek.ning.  
com/page/publicity-tools.  
 
National Friends of the Library Week (October 15-21)  
Promote your group in the community, raise awareness, and promote membership.  Two Friends of the Library 
groups will be awarded $250 each in honor of their celebrations during the week. Visit: http://www.ala.org/united 
events_conferences/folweek 

September/October Display and Programming Ideas 

http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2017/09/09/ncompass-live-one-book-nebraska-kids-teens-2017/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/author/cburns/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/youth/obok/
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card
http://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=library%20fall%20displays&eq=library%20fall%20displays&etslf=2810
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?rs=ac&len=2&q=library%20fall%20displays&eq=library%20fall%20displays&etslf=2810
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources/freedownloads
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources/freedownloads
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/page/publicity-tools
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/page/publicity-tools
http://www.ala.org/united/events_conferences/folweek
http://www.ala.org/united/events_conferences/folweek
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Mark Your  
Calendar 

 
Banned Books Week         
September  24 - 30, 2017   
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/  
 
Teen Read Week 
October 8-14, 2017  
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/ 
  
Public Library Accreditation com-
pleted Accreditation Applications are 
due  October 1, 2017.   Be sure to 
check out the Strategic Planning and 
Public Library Accreditation. 
 
Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised 
Fund  Short applications received 
on or before    October 1, 2017 will 
be considered for the grant cycle 
awarded in March 2018. 
Funding Website 
 
NLA/NSLA Fall Conference 
Oct 11-13  Kearney 
ñPROVIDING ACCESS to the 
GOOD LIFE. FOR ALL.ò 
Younes Conference Center 
Information. 
 
Plan to stop by the following     
exhibits while at conference: 
 
Learn, Play, Make @ Library      
Innovation Studios 
Thursday (October 12) at 11:00 a.m.
-12:30 p.m. 
 
Library Innovation Studios: How 
to Garner Community Support for 
a Makerspace   Thursday (October 
12) at 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
25th Annual Letters About        
Literature Contest  
Open now until December 9 
http://www.read.gov/letters/ 
 
2017 Celebration of Nebraska 
Books Saturday, October 21, 
2017; 2:30 - 6:30 p.m.  
Nebraska History Museum 
131 Centennial Mall  North,          
Lincoln, NE  http://
centerforthe-
book.nebraska.gov/
programs/
celebration.html 

Upcoming NCompass Live  

 

Upcoming NCompass Live events: 

 

¶ September 13 - One Book For Nebraska Kids & Teens 2017 
¶ September 20 - Empowering Immigrant Community Members 
  Through Education & Information 
¶ September 27 - Weeding Your Library Collection 
¶ NO NCOMPASS LIVE THIS WEEK - Enjoy the 2017 NLA/NSLA 
  Annual Conference!  Check out the full program and register. 
¶ October 18ðALA Book Club Central 
¶ October 24ðGoogle Forms for Your Library 
 

 

Visit the Nebraska Library Commission Website for News and Announcements. 

Basic Skills for Nebraska Librarians 

2017 Schedule 

Class 
Dates 

Class Instructor Registration 
Dates 

    

9/11 - 9/22 The Community and the 
Library* 

Sam Shaw 8/14 - 8/31 

9/25 - 10/6 Management and Supervi-
sion 

Scott Childers 8/28 - 9/14 

10/16-
10/27 

Leadership Anneka Ramirez 9/18 - 10/5 

11/6 - 
11/17 

Library Service to Children 
& Youth 

Sally Snyder 10/2 - 10/26 

(* Requisite class) 

 

Register on the Nebraska Library Commission Training and Events Calendar. 

Description of Basic Skills courses 

Basic Skills Planner--for program participants to keep track of their progress 

For further information, contact Holli Duggan, NLC Continuing Education      

Coordinator. 

http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
http://teenreadweek.ning.com/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/planning.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/planning.aspx
http://www.nebcommfound.org/affiliated-funds/find/details/2446/
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/general/custom.asp?page=Neblib2017
http://www.read.gov/letters/documents/LAL-Flyer-Dec-9.pdf
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/page/Neblib2017
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSplanner.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Holli%20Duggan
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   2017 Celebration of Nebraska Books  

The celebration, free and open to the public, features presentations of  
the Nebraska Center for the Book's Nebraska Book Awards, Mildred  
Bennett Award and Jane Geske Award. The 2017 Nebraska Book 
Awards honors authors and publishers of books with a Nebraska 
connection published in 2016. Featured winning authors read from their 
work and sign copies of their books. The 2017 Jane Geske Awards will 
be presented for exceptional contributions to literacy, books, reading,   
libraries, or literature in Nebraska The Jane Geske Award commemo-
rates Geske's passion for books, and was established in recognition of 
her contributions to the well-being of the libraries of Nebraska. Jane  
Pope Geske was a founding member of the Nebraska Center for the 
Book, former director of the Nebraska Library Commission, and a long-
time leader in Nebraska library and literary activities. The Mildred Bennett 
Awards recognize individuals who have made significant contribu-
tions to the fostering of the literary tradition in Nebraska. Its purpose is to 
remind us all of the literary and intellectual traditions that enrich our lives 
and mold our world. The 2017 One Book One Nebraska book selection, 
Black Elk Speaks by John G. Neihardt will be featured, with a presentation by Tim Anderson. 

The Nebraska Center for the Book Annual Meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m., just prior to the celebration. 
An Awards Reception honoring the winning authors, book signing, and an announcement of the 2018 
One Book One Nebraska book choice will conclude the festivities.  

             Accessed 9/14/2017 from: http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html 

 

Maker Space Kits 

Th n  ou o Jenn Lee Designs for 

providing he Cre ive Fo ded Boo    

Design Cen erpieces nd he 

fr med  ibr r  uo es 

for our WLS Annu  Mee ing in    

Lewe en!  

Thank You JennaLee!  

http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/winners/nebook.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/winners/nebook.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/winners/geske.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/bennettaward.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/bennettaward.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/onebook.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/meeting.html
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/celebration.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/155234648213434/
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The Golden Sower Nominee list is developed by selection committees of volunteer readers  

representing classroom teachers, media specialists, and librarians in Nebraska. 

2017-2018 Picture Book Nominees 

 
Job Wanted by Teresa Bateman. Illustrated by Chris Sheban. 

Duncan the Story Dragon. Written and Illustrated by Amanda Drisoll. 

Wolfe the Bunny by Ame Dyckman. Illustrated by Zachariah OôHora. 

We Forgot Brock! Written and Illustrated by Carter Goodrich. 

Mother Bruce. Written and Illustrated by Ryan T. Higgins 

Marilynôs Monster by Michelle Knudsen. Illustrated by Matt Phelan. 

New Shoes by Susan Meyer. Illustrated by Eric Velasquez. 

If You Plant a Seed. Written and Illustrated by Kadir Nelson 

One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the Gambia by Miranda Paul.  

Illus. by Elizabeth Zunon. 

Miss Hazeltineôs Home for Shy and Fearful Cats by Alicia Potter. Illustrated by Birgitta Sif. 

2017-2018 Chapter Book Nominees 

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate 

Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 

Ruby Lee and Me by Shannon Hitchcock 

Paper Things by Jennifer Richard Jacobson 

A Handful of Stars by Cynthia Lord 

All the Answers by Kate Messner 

The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 

Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar 

Appleblossom the Possum by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Bakerôs Magic by Diane Zahler 

2017-2018 Novel Nominees 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Code of Honor by Alan Gratz 

Took: A Ghost Story by Mary Downing Hahn 

House Arrest by K.A. Holt 

Terror at Bottle Creek by Watt Key 

Losers Take All by David Klass 

A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

I am Princess X by Cherie Priest 

Faceless by Alyssa Scheinmel 

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary D. Schmidt 

Nebraska Golden Sower Award Nominees 

Information provided by Denise Harders, Central Plains Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2017/09/download.jpg
http://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2017/09/download.jpg
http://libraries.ne.gov/cpls/files/2017/09/download.jpg
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The Nebraska Library Commission is partnering with the University of Nebraska Lincoln (UNL), Nebraska Innovation 

Studio, Nebraska Extension, Regional Library Systems, and local public libraries on Nebraskaôs Library Innovation 

Studios: Transforming Rural Communities project to create library makerspaces. The Nebraska Library Commission 

was recently awarded a National Leadership Grant of $530,732 by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

(IMLS) to fund rotating equipment, training, and Community Engagement activities. 

To introduce Nebraska library staff to the project, we will have lots of fun learning experiences available at the             

upcoming  Nebraska Library Association/Nebraska School Librarians Association conference (http://

www.nebraskalibraries.org/ page/Neblib2017) October 11-13 in Kearney. We plan to have the makerspace       

equipment set up in the Exhibit Hall throughout the conference. And we will be hosting several opportunities for    

you to learn more about the project and experiment with the  equipment: 

* Thursday (October 12) and Friday morning (October 13), plan to stop by our Library Innovation Studios area 

in the Exhibit Hall. Watch the equipment in action and work with us to make things in the studio area. Make a 

button, a laser-cut coaster or name tag, a laminated bookmark, a t-shirt, an embroidered hot pad, or other 

things that weôll be demonstrating or helping you make. (Supplies will be limited.) Bring a photo of your library, 

cat/dog, or kids to make a picture-backed mirror or a picture button for your refrigerator (the finished product 

to be 2.25ò in diameter). Or bring your library logo, favorite photos, or artwork on a memory stick to work into  

a design. 

* Thursday (October 12) at 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Learn, Play, Make @ Library Innovation Studios. Nebraska 

Library Commission and Nebraska Innovation Studio staff will lead this interactive workshop in the Exhibit Hall 

to demonstrate how to use several of the components that will be featured at the Nebraska Library Innovation 

Studios: Transforming Rural Communities local library studios. For a look at components you can expect to 

see in action, see http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/InnovationStudios/ Components/.  

* Thursday (October 12) at 3:00-4:00 p.m.: Library Innovation Studios: How to Garner Community Support for  

a Makerspace. Presenters from the Nebraska Library Commission and Nebraska Extension will share infor-

mation about the Library Innovation Studios rotating makerspaces.  The community engagement process that 

is key to the libraryôs ability to support a makerspace in the long term will be featured in this presentation 

       If you have questions please contact JoAnn McManus, Nebraska Library Commission Library Innovation Studio 

Project Manager, 402-471-4870 or 800-3072665, e-mail: joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov.  

We look forward to seeing you in Kearney.   

Library Innovation Studios: Transforming Rural Communities at 
NLA/NSLA Conference  

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/page/Neblib2017
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/page/Neblib2017
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/InnovationStudios/Components/
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      Young Readers Invited to Write to Favorite Authors  

Young readers in grades 4 -12 are invited to write a personal letter to an author for the    

Letters about Literature (LAL) contest, a national reading and writing promotion program. 
The letter can be to any author (living or dead) from any genre - fiction or nonfiction,      
contemporary or classic - explaining how that authorôs work changed the studentôs view    
of the world. The 25

th
 annual reflective writing competition is sponsored by the Library of 

Congress Center for the Book and presented in association with affiliate State Centers      
for the Book with funding provided by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. Letters   
About Literature is coordinated an sponsored in Nebraska by the Nebraska Center for     
the Book and the Nebraska Library Commission, with support from Houchen Bindery,    
Ltd., Humanities Nebraska, and Chapters Bookstore in Seward. 
 
Prizes will be awarded on both the state and national levels. The Nebraska Center for     
the Bookôs panel of judges will select the top letter writers in the state, to be honored in      
a proclamation-signing ceremony at the state capitol during National Library Week in     
April 2018. Their winning letters will be placed in the Jane Pope Geske Heritage Room of       
Nebraska Authors at Bennett Martin Public Library in Lincoln. Nebraska winners will        
receive state prizes, and then advance to the national judging.  
 
A panel of national judges for the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress will select 
one National Winner per competition level (Level I for grades 4 - 6, Level II for grades 7 - 8, 
and Level III for grades 9 -12) to receive a $1,000 cash award, to be announced in May 
2018. The judges will also select one National Honor winner on each competition level to 
receive a $200 cash award.  
 
Teachers, librarians, and parents can download free teaching materials on reader response 
and reflective writing, along with contest details and entry forms, at www.read.gov/letters. 
Nebraska-specific information (including lists of Nebraska winners of past competitions)     
is available at http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/LAL.html. Get inspired by  
listening to Nebraska winners, Ashley Xiques and Sydney Kohl, read and talk about and 
their winning letters to authors that meant something to them in their own lives, see NET 
Radioôs All About Books (http://netnebraska.org/basic-page/radio/all-about-books).        
Submissions must be postmarked by December 9, 2017. For more information contact 
Mary Jo Ryan, MaryJo.Ryan@nebraska.gov, 402-471-3434 or 800-307-2665.  

 

 
Posted on by September 13, by Mary Jo Ryan  

 

Information provided by  
Nebraska Library Commission 

Letters about Literature Contest 

http://www.read.gov/letters
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/LAL.html
http://netnebraska.org/basic-page/radio/all-about-books
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Mary%20Jo%20Ryan
mailto:MaryJo.Ryan@nebraska.gov
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/author/mjryan/
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News Around The System 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The WLS $500 mini-grant gave the Grant 

County Library the opportunity to create a 

Young Adult Fiction Section. This was a 

strategic plan goal and we have been work-

ing toward this for a long time. We felt that 

the teens deserved their own area and 

wanted them to feel like they were a part of 

a special group.   

We used the money for a tall wooden book-

shelf built by a local carpenter with shelves 

on both sides. Then we purchased more YA 

books and the signage to complete the   

project. The $500 grant fell short of the total  

expenses but the library foundation donated 

the funds needed to complete the project. 

The results from this project have been very 

positive. We have seen increased teen         

traffic. They are pleased to have their own 

bookshelf to go to and excited about the 

new books that were purchased. Our hopes 

are with school starting soon, we will see 

even more teens using the Grant County  

Library.  

Thank you WLS Board of Directors for this 

generous grant that gave the Grant County 

Library the opportunity to complete this goal for our teens.    

 

 

Article and photo by Vickie Retzlaff, Director of Grant County Library ï Hyannis, NE 

WLS Mini-Grant:  Grant County Library 


