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Saying Goodbye 
  
Unfortunately, it is with a heavy heart that I must leave my position as the Director    
of the Western Library System. This past year has provided me with many wonderful  
experiences working with the talented librarians and directors from all around the 21 
western Nebraska counties. I am very appreciative for all of the guidance and support 
from the knowledgeable librarians and directors in this area, along with each of the 
Regional Library Directors, and the Nebraska Library Commission and staff. Many 
great memories of my time here will remain with  me, and please know that I have  
truly experienced the ñNebraska Niceò from everyone. 
 

Thank you all for this wonderful opportunity. I look forward to visiting the many         
libraries within the western Nebraska area, along with the Nebraska Library Commis-
sion, on my trips back to this region in the future. May all of your libraries  ñrockò   
this summer! 

- Jan J. Jolliffe -                          

ñWhen I step into this library,    

      I cannot understand why             

           I ever step out of it.ò                            

                                                                                                                                                            

               Marie de Rabutin-Chantal,     

                   marquise de S®vign®                                  

            

Have you read any good Nebraska books lately? If you have, you can nominate them for a 
book award. The 2018 Nebraska Book Awards program, sponsored by the Nebraska Center 
for the Book (NCB) and Nebraska Library Commission, will recognize and honor books 
that are written by Nebraska authors, published by Nebraska publishers, set in Nebraska, or 
relate to Nebraska.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Books published in 2017, as indicated by the copyright date, are eligible for nomination. 
They must be professionally published, have an International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN), and be bound. Books may be entered in one or more of the following categories: 
Nonfiction, Fiction, Children/Young Adult, Cover/Design/Illustration, and Poetry. Certifi-
cates will be awarded to the winners in each category. Award winners will be presented at 
the Fall 2018 Nebraska Center for the Bookôs Celebration of Nebraska Books and Annual 
Meeting in Lincoln. 

The entry fee is $40 per book and per category entered. Deadline for entries is  June 30, 
2018. For more information, including entry forms, see http://
www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/nebookawards.html or contact Mary Jo Ryan, 
maryjo.ryan@nebraska.gov, 402-471-2045, 800-307-2665, for print information.  

Enter by sending the entry form (http://www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/docs/
BookAwardsEntry2018.pdf), three copies of the book, and the entry fee to NCB Book 
Awards Competition, Nebraska Library Commission, The Atrium, 1200 N Street, Suite 
120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023.                              

The Nebraska Center for the Book is housed at the Nebraska Library Commission and 
brings together the stateôs readers, writers, booksellers, librarians, publishers, printers, edu-
cators, and scholars to build the community of the book, supporting programs to celebrate 
and stimulate public interest in books, reading, and the written word. The Nebraska Center 
for the Book is supported by the Nebraska Library Commission. As the state library agency, 
the Nebraska Library Commission is an advocate for the library 
and information needs of all  Nebraskans. The mission of the Li-
brary Commission is statewide promotion, development, and coor-
dination of library and information services, bringing together peo-
ple and information.                 

The 2018 Nebraska Book Awards  

mailto:http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Jan%20Jolliffe
mailto:wlsasst@gmail.com
http://www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/nebookawards.html
http://www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards/nebookawards.html
mailto:maryjo.ryan@nebraska.gov
http://www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/docs/BookAwardsEntry2018.pdf
http://www.centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/docs/BookAwardsEntry2018.pdf
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Get Caught Reading Month (May) 
Use this month to encourage kids to always have a book on hand. Hand out small prizes throughout the month 
for catching students making the choice to read for fun throughout the school day. 
 

National Physical Fitness and Sports Month (May)   
Check out Action for Healthy Kids for ideas on how to partner with schools to celebrate health and fitness in your 
community.  
 

Choose Privacy Week (May 1-7) is the American Library Associationôs annual, week-long event that pro-
motes the importance of individual privacy rights and celebrates libraries and librariansô unique role in protecting 
privacy in the library and in society as a whole. Visit chooseprivacyweek.org for more information. 
 

Star Wars Day, May 4  
ñMay the 4th be with you!òÊ  and ñExplore the Galaxy @ Your LibraryòÊ  
by having a Star Wars Reads Event and movie marathon. Dress up in your favorite Star Wars t-shirt to full-on 
stormtrooper gear, display all of your Star Wars books such as Star Wars: ABC-3PO, along with your movies, 
paint Star Wars rocks to help your Library Rock! for summer reading. Add in Star Wars crafts including LegoÊ 
Stormtroopers, R2-D2 and C-3PO, and whip up a galactic smorgasborg of Star Wars-themed recipes along with 
the ultimate Star Wars-themed beverage: blue milk.   
 

National Library Legislative Day (May 7-8)  
A two-day educational event that brings hundreds of librarians, trustees, library supporters and patrons to Wash-
ington, D.C. Visit http://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/nlld. 
 

Limerick Day (May 12) 
Try your hand at penning a limerick or use thee resources from KidZone Poetry http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/
limerick.htm to help your young patrons get the form just right.  
 

Calaveras County Fair & Jumping Frog Jubilee (May 17-20, 2018) 
Remember the jumping frog contest from Mark Twainôs ñThe Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras Countyò? Did 
you know Calaveras County is a real place? And has a real frog jumping contest every May? For the full schedule 
of events, go to https://www.frogtown.org/.  
 

Endangered Species Day (May 18) 
Visit the World Wildlife Fundôs website https://www.worldwildlife.org/ to read about currently endangered species. 
Prepare a display of your childrenôs non-fiction books that are about those species.  
 

National Paper Airplane Day (May 26) 
Check out the amazing database of paper airplanes from Fold N Fly www.foldnfly.com/ and challenge your pa-
trons to a flying competition with awards for longest distance, best trick flying, and best airplane design.  
 

GLBT Book MonthÊ (June) 
A nationwide celebration of the authors and writings that reflect the lives and experiences of the gay, lesbian,  
bisexual, and transgender community. ALA has launched the GLBT Book Month online resource center, featur-
ing tipsheets and downloadable materials. Contact ALA's Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services with 
questions.  
 

Great Outdoors Month 
Go on a virtual adventure to explore our national parks at https://artsandculture.withgoogle.com/en-us/national-
parks-service/parks. Display your travel books to states that include the national parks mentioned on this web-
siteéAlaska, Hawaii, New Mexico, Utah, and Florida.  
 

National Safety Month 
For anyone prone to bumps, cuts, and bruises, share 18 Fun Facts about the History of BAND-AIDÈ Brand Adhe-
sive Bandages: https://www.jnj.com/our-heritage/18-facts-about-the-history-of-band-aid-brand-adhesive-
bandages. Band-Aids have come a long way! Be sure to include first aid books, CPR books and DVDs, crutches, 
and braces in your display.  
 

Great American Campout (June 23, 2018) 
ñCamp Outò at your library today! Set up a tent, serve indoor sômores and read aloud a book about camping. 
Have wet wipes ready for sticky hands and more books about camping ready to be checked out by your eager 
patrons.  

May/June Display and Programming Ideas 

http://www.actionforhealthykids.org/game-on/find-challenges/gymnasium-challenges/1239-celebrate-national-physical-fitness-a-sports-month
https://chooseprivacyweek.org/
http://www.starwars.com/news/the-galaxy-in-26-letters-katie-cook-talks-star-wars-abc-3po-exclusive
http://www.starwars.com/news/the-time-to-paint-these-star-wars-rocks-is-now
http://www.starwars.com/news/category/creativity
http://astromech.net/
http://www.starwars.com/news/tag/star-wars-recipes
http://www.starwars.com/news/holiday-blue-milk
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/nlld
http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/limerick.htm
http://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/limerick.htm
https://www.frogtown.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://www.foldnfly.com/
http://www.ala.org/glbtrt/glbt-book-month
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/diversity
https://artsandculture.withgoogle.com/en-us/national-parks-service/parks
https://artsandculture.withgoogle.com/en-us/national-parks-service/parks
https://www.jnj.com/our-heritage/18-facts-about-the-history-of-band-aid-brand-adhesive-bandages
https://www.jnj.com/our-heritage/18-facts-about-the-history-of-band-aid-brand-adhesive-bandages
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Mark Your  
Calendar 

 
Bridgeport Public Library       
Innovation Studio, Installation 
and Train-the- Trainer  
May 7, 8 & 9. 
 
Stronger Together: Building                   
Literacy-Rich Communities  
May 10 - 12, 2018                                                                
 Barbara Weitz Community                            
 Engagement Center, Omaha, NE  
Registration 

Information Security Workshop 
& Librarian Meeting                                                
May 18, 2018                                      
Kimball Public Library -                            
 10:00 - 3:00                                                                                                 
 Register: wlsasst@gmail.com,                   
 Fax: 308-632-3978,                                                                          
 Toll Free 888-879-5303                                                             

WLS Annual Meeting                                                               
 July 17, 2018                                                                                                           
 Chappell Memorial Library                                 
 & Art Gallery                                                                                                                  
  Register:     https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/C3Z6HNR     

Deadline for Innovation Studio, 
2nd round of Applications                                
 July 20, 2018                                                                                                               
 See page 13 for more details.                          

NLA/NSLA Annual Conference        
 The Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker  
333 S 13th St Å Lincoln, NE                    
 October 4-6, 2018 

                                            

 

Upcoming NCompass Live   

                 Upcoming NCompass Live events: 

¶ 5/9 - Computers in Libraries - 2018 

¶ 5/16 - One Book One Nebraska: ñNebraska Presence:  An              

                                     Anthology of Poetryò 

¶ 5/23 - Big-Time Library Support in Small Towns  

¶ 5/30 - Library Innovation Studios - A Project Update and Review         

                                              of the Application Process 

¶ 6/20 - Rising to the Challenge: Using the Aspen Institute Report         

                                                 and Action Guide for Strategic Planning 

Visit the Nebraska Library Commission Website for News and Announcements. 

Basic Skills for Nebraska Librarians 

Class Dates Class Instructor Registration 
Dates 

   5/21 -  6/1                            

 

Intellectual Freedom and the   
Core Values of Librarianship * 

Sally 
Snyder 

4/23 - 5/11 

6/11 - 6/22  Library Finance Scott    
Childers 

5/14 - 6/1 

7/9 - 7/20 Reference Christa 
Porter 

6/11 - 6/29 

7/30 - 8/10 Collection Management* Denise 
Harders 

7/2 - 7/20 

8/20 - 8/31 Library Policy Sharon 
Osenga 

7/23 - 8/10 

9/10 - 9/21 Programming & Outreach Holli    
Duggan 

8/13 - 8/31 

10/1-10/12 Community & Library* Sam    
Shaw 

 9/3 - 9/21 

10/22 - 11/2 Management/Supervision Scott    
Childers 

9/24 - 10/12 

11/5 - 11/16 Leadership Holli    
Duggan 

10/8 - 10/26 

12/3 - 12/14 Library Services to Children    Sally 11/1 - 11/23 
 

(* Requisite class) 

 

Register on the Nebraska Library Commission Training and Events Calendar. 

Description of Basic Skills courses 

Basic Skills Planner--for program participants to keep track of their progress 

For further information, contact Holli Duggan, NLC Continuing Education Coordinator. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=16977
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C3Z6HNR
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C3Z6HNR
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=17237
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgID=17237
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSplanner.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Holli%20Duggan
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мΦ ¢ƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ wŜŀǎƻƴǎ ²Ƙȅ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ Wŀȅ !ǎƘŜǊ 
     hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǘƘƛǎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ōŜǎǘǎŜƭƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ōƻƻƪ ŀƊŜǊ  
     bŜǜƭƛȄ ŀƛǊŜŘ ŀ ¢± ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¸! ƴƻǾŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  
     ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΦ 
нΦ ¢ƘŜ !ōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ¢ǊǳŜ 5ƛŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ tŀǊǘ-¢ƛƳŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴ !ƭŜȄƛŜ 
            /ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ нллт ŦƻǊ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛǎƳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ .ƻƻƪ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŀƴƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘΦ 

оΦ 5ǊŀƳŀ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ wŀƛƴŀ ¢ŜƭƎŜƳŜƛŜǊ 
           ¢Ƙƛǎ {ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭ IƻƴƻǊ !ǿŀǊŘ-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ нлмн ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ                                 
            ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ [D.¢ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎΦέ 
пΦ ¢ƘŜ YƛǘŜ wǳƴƴŜǊ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ YƘŀƭŜŘ IƻǎǎŜƛƴƛ                    
            ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ƳǳƭǝƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƴƻǾŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ             
            ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ άƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŀƴŘ άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ LǎƭŀƳΦέ 
рΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ !ƭŜȄ Dƛƴƻ                                                                                                                                                                                     
            ²ǊƛǧŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ-ŀƎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ [ŀƳōŘŀ [ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ !ǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ                                
             ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ  ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 
сΦ {ŜȄ ƛǎ ŀ Cǳƴƴȅ ²ƻǊŘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ /ƻǊȅ {ƛƭǾŜǊōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ Cƛƻƴŀ {ƳȅǘƘ                                             
¢Ƙƛǎ нлмр ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ǎŜȄ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ                                 

        ƛǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǎŜȄ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ άǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜȄ ƻǊ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜȄΦ 
тΦ ά¢ƻ Yƛƭƭ ŀ aƻŎƪƛƴƎōƛǊŘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ IŀǊǇŜǊ [ŜŜ                                                                                                
¢Ƙƛǎ tǳƭƛǘȊŜǊ tǊƛȊŜ-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎΣ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ   
ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b-ǿƻǊŘΦ 

уΦ ¢ƘŜ IŀǘŜ ¦ DƛǾŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ !ƴƎƛŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ   
     5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ-ŦƻǊ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ DƻƻŘǊŜŀŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
     ǘƘƛǎ ¸! ƴƻǾŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
     άǇŜǊǾŀǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǾǳƭƎŀǊέ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘǊǳƎ ǳǎŜΣ ǇǊƻŦŀƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ 
фΦ  !ƴŘ ¢ŀƴƎƻ aŀƪŜǎ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ tŜǘŜǊ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ Wǳǎǝƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ IŜƴǊȅ /ƻƭŜ 
      wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ Ƙƛŀǘǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴ aƻǎǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ![! bƻǘŀōƭŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪΣ  
      ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нллрΣ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ǎŀƳŜ-ǎŜȄ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ 
млΦ L !Ƴ WŀȊȊ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ IŜǊǘƘŜƭ ŀƴŘ WŀȊȊ WŜƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ {ƘŜƭŀƎƘ aŎbƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ                                                 
         ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪ Ŏƻ-ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ мо-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ                        
       ƛǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅΦ 

 

¢ƻǇ мл /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ .ƻƻƪǎΥ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ϧ DǊŀǇƘƛŎǎϦΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ                                                                                                 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ !ǇǊƛƭ сΣ нлмтΦ 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƭŀΦƻǊƎκŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅκōōƻƻƪǎκb[²-¢ƻǇмл ό!ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ !ǇǊƛƭ олΣ нлмуύ 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ L5Υ лŎŎŘлпфŎ-фŀсу-пŀмр-фнфс-мōŀŜнсуōслмт 

Top 10 Most Challenged Books for 2017 
¢ƘŜ ![! hŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ орп ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
ƛƴ нлмтΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ пмс ōƻƻƪǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ƻǊ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ мл aƻǎǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ .ƻƻƪǎέ ŀǊŜΥ  

 

Artwork courtesy of the American Library             
Association, ala.org/bbooks/NLW-Top10  

http://www.ala.org/bbooks/NLW-Top10
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Grants Awarded to Small-Town Public Libraries 
Six Nebraska public libraries recently received project funding, thanks to the generosity of a lifelong educator, the late 
Shirley Kreutz Bennett of Lincoln. Each year, the Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund, an affiliated fund of Nebraska        
Community Foundation (NCF), accepts proposals for matching grants for public libraries in communities with populations 
under 3,000.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 Following Ms. Kreutz Bennettôs wishes, a Fund Advisory Committee     
composed of her nieces and nephews recommends grants in three areas:  
planning grants leading to accreditation; enhancement grants to improve   
library services; and facilities grants for new construction or the renovation,          
restoration or rehabilitation of current libraries.  

All grants require a one-to-one match in local funding and evidence that the project has broad community support.           
Approximately $80,000 in grant funding is available each year. Grant seekers are encouraged to review the guidelines      
and application procedures at NebraskaHometown.org/give/kreutz-bennett-donor-advised-fund.   

ñI would definitely recommend that library directors in eligible Nebraska communities take the time to apply for grants 
through the Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund,ò said Dawnn Tucker, director of Lied Pierce Public Library. ñThe grant 
funding that   we received in Pierce has made a tremendous impact on the childrenôs programming in our library. We were 
able to purchase   new books, movies, crafts, games and musical instruments to add to our childrenôs activities. These items 
have added new excitement, which in turn has increased the number of children involved. We are very thankful for this  
grant opportunity!ò For more information, contact Reggi Carlson, NCF communications specialist, 402-323-7338 or               
rcarlson@nebcommfound.org. 

The following libraries received grants in 2018: 

Dundy County Library. A grant of $12,000 will help complete renovation of a building, which will serve as a new  
library facility and nearly double the space of the former building. *WLS Library 

Dvoracek Memorial Library in Wilber. This library is located on a highway where parking is not permitted. The   
library received a grant of $6,250 to match funds for construction of additional parking spaces close to the main entrance   
for increased accessibility for library patrons. 

Genoa Public Library. This library applied for and received two separate grants. The first grant in the amount         
of $1,000 will be used to purchase materials and supplies needed to incorporate a STREAM focus (science, technology, 
reading, arts, math) into childrenôs library programs. A second grant for $5,000 will help with repairs to the libraryôs        
exterior brick mortar, and to complete additional fa­ade renovation on the historic building that houses the library. 

Howells Public Library. The entrance to this library was damaged by flooding several years ago. A grant of $6,000 
will match funds to replace the front doors with automated doors, which will increase accessibility for library patrons. 

Ravenna Public Library. A grant of $20,000 will help support the fundraising campaign for construction of a new 
library in Ravenna. 

Scribner Public Library. This library is using its $1,500 grant to incorporate a makerspace in the library and        
provide science-based kits, mechanical sets and sewing machines for its after-school and summer programs. 

The Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund has provided 45 grants to Nebraska libraries since it began annual grantmaking    
in 2012. Christa Porter, Nebraska Library Commission Director of Library Development, said this grant program is perfect 
for libraries that are not yet accredited. For more information visit NebraskaHometown.org.  

 Posted on March 29, 2018 by Mary Jo Ryan  
 
Information provided by Nebraska Library Commission 

News Around the System 

https://www.nebcommfound.org/give/kreutz-bennett-donor-advised-fund/
https://www.nebcommfound.org/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2018/03/29/grants-awarded-to-small-town-public-libraries-2/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/author/mjryan/
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News Around The System 

  

Article and photos by Jan Jolliffe 

Article and photos by Jan Jolliffe 

SOUTH PLATTE PUBLIC SCHOOLS LIBRARY 
 

South Platte Public Schools Librarian, Laura DeVries, has created a student friendly learning space for grades K-12 in 

Big Springs, NE. The sixth graders recently participated as readers for the Kindergartners  to help celebrate Dr. Seussô 

Birthday. All of her patrons are in luck to have Ms. DeVries to help them find the perfect book or magazine, along with 

all of their research needs through NebraskAccess databases.  

Showing community support by offering 

Stained Glass raffle tickets for the 

Phelps Hotel Benefit, which sits right 

across the street from the library.   

Co-Director Marilyn Holdorfôs green    

thumb makes the library so inviting for   

their patrons with beautiful plants. 

Attracting attention to their youth collection 

with Easter and spring decorations. 

The Co-Directors, Marilyn 

Holdorf and Janie Jimenez, 

say their patrons appreciate 

the ñbookstoreò approach 

within their collection. 

BIG SPRINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

They are maintaining the history of the    

1
st 
bank building in Big Springs, which      

is now the library, with the ownerôs small   

piano, and the original safe, along with 

showing support for the knights, the local 

school mascot. 
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News Around The System 

 Dalton Public Library 
 

Pictures and article by Jan Jolliffe 

How much fun is it to create your favorite book 

character or Superhero? Just ask Charles Powell, 

Director of the Dalton Public Library, along with his 

youngest patrons! Theyôre ready to blast off for 

heroic adventures during their story hour! 

Space, Technology, Inventions, History, even 

Morse Code books are all readily available for   

research in every age group. Mr. Powell, a        

true history buff, even helps with genealogical    

research on microfiche machines with historical 

newspaper articles. 

Although small, this library offers a glimpse into places unknown with 

picture books, dinosaur and space books, many of the classics, reference 

materials both in print and online through NebraskAccess, along with 

local author crime mysteries, such as the C.J. Box series. There are also 

large print books, DVDôs, and paperback books galore.    
 Photos and article by Jan Jolliffe 

Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library  

 

The children and young adult area is so inviting! Who wouldnôt want to relax  

and read in a fuzzy chair with their favorite author? Plus, research just might 

be a little easier online when sitting in a garden area with original handprint 

chairs.   

The adult patron area offers a comfortable living room  

setting for reading magazines, catching up with your  

neighbors, visiting about whatôs going on in the community, 

or discussing the newest book club addition. What a nice 

way to unwind after finishing that puzzle during the latest 

puzzle club meeting.   

Director Norma Michelman    

says thereôs always something 

happening at the library. Her 

collection includes her patronsô 

favorite authors and titles, and 

the Nebraskan themed d®cor 

makes everyone feel welcome. 

A gem of a library located  

in Lodgepole, Nebraska! 
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News Around The System 

Paxton Public Library 

The Paxton Public Library recently held a story time parade to celebrate the arrival of spring. Each 

child who participates receives a star on the door. Betty Brown leads story time, with assistance 

from Peggy Lawler and Vicki Colson.  

 

 

 

         Join Morrill Public Library       

          on May 25th at 2 p.m. for                       

         The Kilted Man. 

                                           

Article & pictures submitted by Dianne Jay, Director, Paxton Public Library 

News Around the System 

 
3ÁÒÁÈ !ÌÆÒÅÄȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 

*ÁÎ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȟ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ 

ÁÒÔÉÓÔȟ ÁÒÅ ÇÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÏ ȰÒÏÃËȱ       

ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

Pictures provided by Sarah Alfred   
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Librarians Around The System 

 
 

 

 

  

Carol Matthews Presents at NETA  
At the recent NETA conference in Omaha, School Librarian, Carole Matthews, was one of  
seven NSLA board members participating in an IGNITE session. Mrs. Matthewsô presentation 
promoted Hay Springs School and how we use technology. She is finishing her term as secre-
tary of the Nebraska School Librarian Association.  

Posted by Hawks Webmaster on http://hshawks.com/author/
haadwmkisn/, accessed 4/26/2018. 

Librarian Spotlight 

Several Western Nebraska Librarians made the ALA-APA Galaxy of Stars as part of            

National Library Workers Day celebration!  

Christie Clarke from Gering Public Library, Jana Kehn from Lied Scottsbluff Public   

Library, and Kendra Caskey from Goodall City Library. 

Congrats to these Library Stars! 

Information accessed from the ALA website     

http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/?tag=NE on 4/10/18. 

Librarian Spotlight 

http://hshawks.com/
http://hshawks.com/
http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/?tag=NE
http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/?tag=NE

