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My First Month in Paradiseò              by Jan Jolliffe 
 

Wow, talk about a whirlwind in paradise! With the help of a wonderful mentor, and 

your past Interim Director, Pat Gross, this has been a fast and furious first month  

here at the Western Library System. Since beginning June 26, Iôve had the pleas-

ure of  interacting with many fabulous librarians, directors, board members, friends 

of the library and patrons of all ages. Iôve seen excellent programs and activities 

happening at our libraries, and learned first-hand how every single one of you are 

making a difference in someoneôs life. My visit with the Nebraska Library Commis-

sion provided immense insight into the invaluable resources that Nebraska librar-

ies have to offer our communities, along with the immaculate planning and detail 

needed to provide for the promotion, development and coordination of library and 

information services.                                              Continued on page 2 

From Western Library System Board President, Maryruth Reed 
 

Thank you to all of you who came to the WLS annual meeting July 18. If youôve 

never been to ñThe Most Unlikely Placeò in Lewellen, and didnôt make it to the  

meeting, it is well worth a special trip to this fascinating art gallery/restaurant. It 

shows how a few interested people have revitalized a town that many would  

characterize as a wide spot in the road. That gives hope to lots of our small towns 

who struggle with their identity. Jan Jolliffe was there greeting as many attendees  

as she could. As she starts to travel out to our extended system, I know you will  

welcome her, and hopefully be as impressed with her as those of us who have 

worked with her already are. 
    

At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, election of officers resulted in 

those of us who were serving as officers being re-elected for another year. We also 

approved a budget that includes money for another author tour this fall/winter.  

Childrenôs authors seem to get the best response, so if you have a favorite author, 

let Jan know, so she can start researching the costs involved.  
     

This is a great board to work with. Even though we donôt always agree, we are able 

to come to a consensus, respecting each otherôs views even if they donôt match  

our own. We welcomed Robin Quinn (via Skype) from District E, and hope this  

method of including people who would otherwise have long drives proves to be  

workable. 
 

And finally, thanks again to Pat Gross (winner of the Maryruth Reed First Last and  

Only Presidential Award For Making Her Job Easier While We Searched For A 

New Director) for coming out of retirement to serve as interim director, giving the 

board  time to wait for just the right person to apply for the job. I think weôve found 

that  person in Jan ï I hope you agree. 

mailto:http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Jan%20Jolliffe
mailto:wlsasst@gmail.com
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The idea that a library could be considered a paradise seems appropriate, having come from a family of teach-

ers, entrepreneurs and curious learners. Concluding early on that knowledge and inquiry were the keys to per-

sonal and professional success, libraries and librarians have always been at the core of many invaluable ex-

periences in my life. They are the hub of my world; Iôve gained many lifelong friendships, and my life has been 

shaped in many distinct ways by joining the ranks of our close-knit library community. It is my belief that in or-

der to have a fulfilling life, it is necessary to share our experiences, offer insight into what we have learned, 

and give back to our communities.  
      

This new adventure as the Western Library System Director offers me the potential to fulfill many needs within 

a multitude of communities and individualsô lives. This truly is paradise at its best, and I am honored to begin 

my career and set down permanent roots within the heartland of Nebraska and our many libraries throughout 

this beautiful state. Iôd like to give a huge heartfelt thank you to Rod Wagner, Maryruth Reed, along with the 

committee that selected me to begin this new adventure, and Iôm looking forward to meeting and working 

alongside the librarians and communities Iôll be serving.  Thanks to all for offering up this slice      

of paradise to me, along with my family!    - Jan Jolliffe  -                                                

August Display Ideas 
August is a time for preparation. It is time to preserve the produce from the bountiful gardens by canning or 
freezing in order to prepare for winter. Display your cookbooks that are dedicated to food preservation and       
jelly-making along with mason jars, a strainer, a big kettle, and a long-handled spoon. It is also a time to get 
ready for school to start. Gather the books in your childrenôs area that have school, kindergarten, or teacher   
in the title and set them together on a shelf or a table. Here are some display and program ideas for August. 
  

Celebrate the ñDog Days of Summerò 
Make a display that includes dog bones, pet toys, paw prints, and all of your books about dogs, both fiction 
and nonfiction, from the childrenôs and adultôs areas. Request donations of dog food and treats for your local 
pet shelter. 
  
  

National Peach Month 
Hold a screening of Disneyôs James and the Giant Peach on a day before school starts and serve peach-
flavored refreshments. 
  

Watermelon Day (August 3) 
Display all your childrenôs picture books about watermelon. Then, take your Preschool Story Time outside. 
Serve juicy slices of watermelon and read aloud Greg Pizzoliôs The Watermelon Seed. 
  

Friendship Day (August 6) 
Encourage everyone to make a new friend today. Display your books with the word ñfriendò in the title and 
books about friends (my first thought was about Frog and Toadétheyôre friends, right?). 
  

Kool-Aid Days (August 11-13, 2017) 
Get ready for a Very Berry Kool-Aid Days Bash in Hastings this year. There will be great family fun all week-
end longðfeaturing the Worldôs Largest Kool-Aid Stand. Display information about this event along with    
Kool-Aid packets and pitchers. You could even serve Kool-Aid to your patrons. They are sure to be delighted. 
Kool-Aid has played a part in summer for children across the nationéand it started right here in Nebraska! 
  

Julia Childôs Birthday (August 15, 1912) 
Americaôs beloved food authority, who didnôt take a cooking lesson until she was in her 30s, was born in    
Pasadena, CA. Childôs cookbooks and television shows encouraged Americans to cook and eat well and to  
be skeptical of food fads and diet strictures. ñCooking is not a chore; it is a joy.ò Display cookbooks including 
those by Julia Child with mixing bowls, wooden spoons, and whisks. 
   

Judy Schachnerôs Birthday (August 20, 1951 
Place a poster on the shelf with her Skippyjon Jones books to commemorate Judyôs birthday. You could go  
on an adventure with your Story Time preschoolers by reading one of the many books in her popular series. 
  

Frankenstein Day (August 30) 
Celebrate the birth of Frankenstein author Mary Shelley (born August 30, 1797) and her creation of one of   
the most iconic monsters by making some Frank-inspired treats.                                               

https://mail.nebraska.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=5nu6x_9tHAe0r6r5eydsUQJ7Z70ciuRW-SJAjlaOfvk6Tob7NdTUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcraft-o-maniac.porch.com%2f2012%2f09%2f10-fabulous-frankenstein-treats.html
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Mark Your  
Calendar 

 

 
Public Library Accreditation 
process begins in July with 
completed Accreditation Appli-
cations due October 1, 2017. 
Information found in this news-
letter on pages 4 & 5. 
 

The Summer Reading, 
NEST 529 Read to Win Con-
test will run May 15, 2017 
through August 23, 2017. 
The deadline to submit 
names is 11:59:59 p.m., CT, 
on August 25, 2017. see 
page 8 of May/June Western 
Sun newsletter. 
 

Eclipse of the Sun  
August 21, 2017 
Checkout NCompass archived 
recording on July 26. See page 
14. 
 
23rd Annual Youth Services 
Retreat  Sept. 7 - 8 (11 CE 
credits for attendance both 
days) at Carol Joy Holling 
Camp outside Ashland, NE  
See pages 17 & 18. 
 
Kreutz Bennett Donor-
Advised Fund  Short applica-
tions received on or before Oc-
tober 1, 2017 will be consid-
ered for the grant cycle award-
ed in March 2018. 
Funding Website 
 
NLA/NSLA Fall Conference 
Oct 11-13  Kearney 
ñPROVIDING ACCESS to the 
GOOD LIFE. FOR ALL.ò 
Younes Conference Center 
Information See page 6. 

Upcoming NCompass Live  

Upcoming NCompass Live events: 
 

¶ July 26 ï Solar Eclipse 2017 @ Your Library 
¶ Aug. 2 ï Connecting Students to Courses, Experts, and Virtual 
Field Trips 

¶ Aug. 9 ï  The 2017 Public Library Accreditation Process 
¶ Aug. 16 ï United for Libraries ï Trustees, Advocates, Friends, and 
Foundations: The Voice for Americaôs Libraries 

¶ Aug. 23 ï How to Break Up Boredom! Interactive Events for All 
Ages 

 

NCompass Live is broadcast live, every Wednesday, from 9am - 10am 

Mountain Time. 

For more information, to register for NCompass Live, or to listen to recordings 

of past events, go to: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/ 

Visit the Nebraska Library Commission Website for News and Announcements. 

Basic Skills for Nebraska Librarians 

2017 Schedule 

Class Dates Class Instructor Registration 
Dates 

    

8/21 - 9/1 Programming & Outreach Anneka Ramirez 7/24 - 8/10 

9/11 - 9/22 The Community and the 
Library* 

Sam Shaw 8/14 - 8/31 

9/25 - 10/6 Management and Supervi-
sion 

Scott Childers 8/28 - 9/14 

10/16-10/27 Leadership Anneka Ramirez 9/18 - 10/5 

11/6 - 11/17 Library Service to Children 
& Youth 

Sally Snyder 10/2 - 10/26 

    (* Requisite class) 

 

Register on the Nebraska Library Commission Training and Events Calendar. 

Description of Basic Skills courses 

Basic Skills Planner--for program participants to keep track of their progress 

For further information, contact Holli Duggan, NLC Continuing Education Coordi-

nator. 

http://www.nebcommfound.org/affiliated-funds/find/details/2446/
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/general/custom.asp?page=Neblib2017
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSplanner.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Holli%20Duggan
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Nebraska Public Library Accreditation 

The purpose of public library accreditation is to encourage excellent library service in Ne-
braska communities.  
 
Accreditation: 

¶ establishes minimum standards for library service 

¶ ensures that libraries adhere to certain standards 

¶ offers libraries benchmarks 

¶ offers libraries evidence that certain expenditures, services, and practices are needed 
and expected 

 

The Accreditation process begins in July each year when invitations to apply are sent to pub-
lic libraries up for reaccreditation and to libraries that have not been previously accredited 
but that have submitted the Public Libraries Survey for the preceding year. Completed Ac-
creditation Applications are due each October 1. 

Library Accreditation is valid for three years. In order to apply, the library must: 
 

¶ have submitted the statistical report, 

¶ know the library Bibliostat username and password, 
verify that the library meets the 12 minimum qualifications, and 
have an up-to-date strategic plan, approved by the Nebraska Library Commission. 

Accreditation and levels of accreditation are based on a system of accrued points. For each 
guideline on the Accreditation application, a library may earn a number of points. A total of 
275 points is available. The library must earn at least 175 points to be accredited at the low-
est, Bronze level. Accreditation at the Silver level requires 200 points, and at the Gold level, 
250 points. 

The guidelines are community-based, so that each library determines its own priorities 
based on community needs. This requires each library to have or to create a strategic plan 
that addresses the unique needs of its community. 

See Strategic Planning and Public Library Accreditation for further information and help with 
strategic plans. 

The Accreditation Application is organized into five categories: 
 

¶ Governance/Planning 

¶ Resources 

¶ Services 

¶ Cooperation/Collaboration 

¶ Communications 
Continued on page 4 

 
 
 
 

Itôs that time of the year! 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/AccredQualify.asp
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/planning.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/planning.aspx
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Statistics that have been reported by the library in the Public Libraries Survey will automatically be 
filled in on the online accreditation application form, so the library will not have to re-report statistical 
measures. Because of this, each applying library must log in with a user name and password. For the 
sake of convenience, the same Bibliostat Collect username and password are used for both the annu-
al public library statistics report and for the accreditation application form. 

Instead of standards defined for arbitrary library size categories, nine of the guidelines use Peer Com-
parisons--that is, each library will be compared with libraries of similar size rather than being slotted 
into a predetermined population group as in past guidelines. The nine guidelines that use Peer com-
parisons are: 

¶ 2.01 (local income), 

¶ 2.02.01 (open hours), 

¶ 2.03.01 (staff expenditures), 

¶ 2.03.04 (staff FTE), 

¶ 2.05.04 (materials expenditure), 

¶ 2.05.05 (circulation), 

¶ 2.05.06 (collection turnover), 

¶ 2.05.07 (collection size, items per capita), and 

¶ 3.04 (attendance per capita). 
 
Peers are considered as libraries within 15% plus or minus of the Legal Service Population of the tar-
get library. Libraries will have the opportunity to meet either the average (mean) of the reported statis-
tic for all Peers, or the median (i.e., the value lying at the midpoint when the statistics from peer librar-
ies are arrayed in size order.) In cases in which there is not a sufficient number of libraries larger and 
smaller than the applying library, the sample may be expanded to one other state to ensure statistical 
reliability. 

See the Preview Application here. 

Use the live Accreditation Application when you have been invited to apply. 

You can complete the application in more than one session by clicking the "Save and Resume Later" 
button at the bottom of the form. 

Please contact Christa Porter with questions about Accreditation via email or at 402.471.3175. 

Information provided by Nebraska Library Commission 

Western Library System Public Library Accreditation Status 

Accreditation of public libraries is a cyclical process, with approximately one-third of all libraries scheduled to 
apply for re-accreditation each year. The following link includes all Public Libraries (accredited and non-
accredited). You can sort by System name and find the status of your public library.  
This data is current as of 7/16/2017. 
 
List of all Nebraska Public Libraries with their accreditation standing & next accreditation year. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/Stats
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/AccredApp.asp?preview=true
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/AccredQualify.asp
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Christa%20Porter
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/LibAccred/standings.asp
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PROVIDING ACCESS to the GOOD LIFE. FOR ALL. 
 

NLA/NSLA Annual Conference Deadline to apply is August 14, 2017  

Apply for up to $150.00 for registration, mileage, meals, etc.   

 

***See WLS Scholarship Application on the next page 
 

The entire 2017 NLA/NSLA Conference program is available at:  

https://nebraskalibraries.site-ym.com/page/Neblib2017fullprogra 

 

As you review the program, we really hope you find several reasons to travel to Kearney this October, 

including the numerous librarians from the Western Library System presenting sessions on diverse 

topics.   

 

NLA/NSLA has made all of their pre-conference workshops free and added extended professional 

workshops on Thursday morning as an added benefit for conference attendees. 

 

Please take advantage of early bird pricing and register by August 15 at https://nebraskalibraries.site-

ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=966227, especially if you'd like to participate in either the 

Wednesday night trolley tour or the Thursday night escape room experience, both of which we expect 

to sell out fast.  

 

If you are planning to spend at least one night with us (and we hope you are!), here is the hotel infor-

mation: http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/?page=Neblib2017Hotel.  We have negotiated the excellent 

price of $99/night at the conference hotels, so hurry and get a room while they last!  

We hope to see you October 11 - 13, 2017 in Kearney, Nebraska! 

NLA/NSLA Conference 

https://nebraskalibraries.site-ym.com/page/Neblib2017fullprogra
https://nebraskalibraries.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=966227
https://nebraskalibraries.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=966227
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/?page=Neblib2017Hotel
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²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ 
²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ at[!Κ 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΚ 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΚ 

 

²[{ Ƙŀǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷмрлΦлл ǇŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ƳƛƭŜŀƎŜΣ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

!ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ 
 

мΦ  9ŀŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ  
      ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ 
нΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 
оΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ  
      ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǎŎŀƭ  ȅŜŀǊΦ 
пΦ  {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ- ŎƻƳŜΣ ŬǊǎǘ- ǎŜǊǾŜ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 
      ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 
рΦ  LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǝƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 
     aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ  
     ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ 
сΦ  {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ  
     ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
     ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ 
 
  {ŜƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻΥ  ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
                                                           ммр wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
                                                                {ŎƻǧǎōƭǳũΣ b9 сфосм 
 
            bŀƳŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
             
   [ƛōǊŀǊȅκ{ŎƘƻƻƭκ!ƎŜƴŎȅΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
             /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
              
             tƘƻƴŜ ϧ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
             5ŀǘŜ ϧ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
             !Ƴƻǳƴǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
              
             ²Ƙƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
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Database featured:      MasterFILE Complete 
 

Search popular magazines, journals, and other sources for info on a variety of topics. 
 

 
Contents:  

¶ Full-text articles from more than 2,400 full text periodicals, magazines, and journals 

¶ Over 1.4 million photos, maps, and flags 

¶ Over 73,000 primary source documents 

¶ Nearly 1,000 reference books 

¶ Deep PDF backfiles (as far back as 1922) for key publications 

¶ View Title List:  

Journals & Magazines: PDF | Excel | HTML 

Other Sources: PDF | Excel | HTML 

Full Text Subject Title List: PDF | Excel | HTML 
 

Uses:  

¶ Look up information on topics of personal interest 

¶ School research 

¶ Professional development 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Click on the MasterFILE Complete link 
to access EBSCOôs MasterFILE Com-
plete database. This database contains 
full text for magazines and journals cov-
ering an extensive range of subject are-
as including business, health, education, 
fitness, sports & leisure, personal fi-
nance, general science, multicultural is-
sues, DIY, fashion and much more. Full-
text reference books, primary source 
documents, and an extensive image col-
lection are also included.  

Help Resources from the Nebraska Library Commission Staff: 
MasterFILE Complete 
EBSCOhost Interface 
Browser Requirements 
 
Help Resources from EBSCO: 
Browsing Subjects, People and Places 
 

If you have any questions contact:   Allana Novotny, Technology & Access Services Librarian  

Nebraska Library Commission    allana.novotny@nebraska.gov 

800-307-2665 or 402-471-6681 

Information provided by Nebraska Library Commission 

https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-journals.pdf
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-journals.xls
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-journals.htm
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-other.pdf
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-other.xls
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-other.htm
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-subject.pdf
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-subject.xls
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/f6h-subject.htm
https://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/logindb.asp?db=f6h
http://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/help/handouts/masterfile.pdf
http://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/help/ebsco.asp
http://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/help/browsers.asp
http://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/help/ebsco/BrowsingSubjectsPeoplePlaces.pdf
mailto:allana.novotny@nebraska.gov
tel:(800)%20307-2665
tel:(402)%20471-6681
https://nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov/loginDB.asp?db=mhlibed
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News Around The System 

Intuos Draw - Digital Drawing Systems at the Sidney Public Library 
With a mini-grant from the Western Library System, Sidney Public Library has purchased two WACOM In-

tuos Draw digital art bundles (http://www.wacom.com/en-us/products/intuos). These bundles are an entry 

level digital art system and come with the tablet, the Creative Pen stylus and the Artrage Lite software. The 

tablet and stylus are pressure sensitive allowing the ñdigitalò artist to vary line weight and shade by varying 

the pressure they use. Combined with the Artrage Lite software, the digital artist can replicate drawing and 

painting digitally on a computer with a vast color pallet and tool set. 

 

 

The acquisition and installation 

of the Intuos Draw system al-

lows the Sidney Public Library 

to offer our community the op-

portunity to gain exposure and 

practice with the digital design 

technology that is prevalent in 

todayôs media and design in-

dustries. Combined with SPLôs 

color laser printer and 3D print-

er, the skyôs the limit for digital 

design at the library. 

 
 

The Intuos Draw systems have been 

installed on two of the libraries PCs in 

the Childrenôs Area. Having these set 

up side-by-side permits our budding 

digital artist to easily collaborate and 

experiment together as they master 

their use. To use the Intuos Draw sys-

tems, one must check out the stylus at 

the Circulation and desk and return it 

when finished. Due to the expense 

($30) of replacement stylus, we 

thought this would be the best method 

to ensure they are not lost. This sign 

has been placed at both workstations 

and on the digital bulletin board. 

The availability of the Intuos Draw sys-
tems has been announced to the community via Facebook and will also be announced via the local paper 
and the libraryôs monthly radio promo. A program to instruct the community in their use will also be sched-
uled. Going forward, we hope to make them available for use outside of the library by pairing them with lap-
top PC so they can be checked out as a mobile creative system. 

 

Article and photos provided by Andrew Sherman,  Director of Sidney Public Library Article and photos provided by Andrew Sherman,  Director of Sidney Public Library 
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News Around The System 

 

 

    

WLS Mini-Grant:  Community Christian School 
What an amazing honor it was to receive the $500 Mini-Grant from WLS. Our Library System was  

approximately a decade old. It has worked great for us, but the company decided to discontinue service, which 

caused many issues.  The main problem was that in order to add a new book to our Library we would have to 

manually type in all of the  data.  We tried it for a while, but soon found that not only was it extremely time consum-

ing, it was also frustrating.  With the help of the grant, we were able to purchase a new system that allows us to 

input books with just a simple scan!  It also helped streamline the check in/check out process and help us better 

keep track of the books we already have.  The kids also love the new system and all that it has to offer them.   

 

The students now have access to our library in ways they never have before and a completely new world of possi-

bilities is open to us with  e-books!  Since we do not have to spend long periods of time entering new books into 

the system,  we are starting a mini-makeover on our library.  We are so excited for this fresh new look and are an-

ticipating a newfound love of the library when the students arrive this fall!   Our new system is saving us a large 

amount of time and helping us to focus more energy into the actual library and the students.   

 

Thank you so much WLS for this huge blessing!            Article provided by Shannon Goss,     

                         Office Manager, Community Christian School 

Photos by Pat Gross 

  Themed backpacks filled with books and    

activities for all the little minions! Alien themed display to introduce space 

studies, just in time for their upcoming 

total eclipse program on August 21, 2017 

Alliance Public Library Adult Readerôs are Grillinô & 

Chillinô out over this prize grill for the winner of the 

Adult Summer Reading Contest!!! 
Jan Jolliffeôs Meet and Greet with Stephanie  

OôConnor, Director of the Alliance Public Library 
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WLS Mini-Grant:  Kimball Public Library -  Club Next 
The Kimball Public Library used the $300 grant money for the after school program Club Next. Three years 

ago, the library partnered with the Kimball-Banner County Extension to provide a weekly one hour long pro-

gram for K-3 grade students from September through April. This year the Kimball Public Schools provided 

bussing to bring the children to the library and the attendance doubled! 

The curriculum for the program this year centered on engineering and 

technology. The after school sessions focused on technology the second 

half of the school year and specifically on coding and the online resource 

code.org was used. Coding games and books were purchased with the 

money as well as some craft supplies like beads when the children learned 

binary code and made necklaces, headbands and bracelets.  

Thank you 

Western    

Library     

Systems 

Board of    

Directors for 

this generous 

grant! 
Article and photos provided by Leta     
J. Liesch, Assistant Librarian/Youth 
Services of Kimball Public Library

WLS Mini-Grant: Palisade Public Library - Exploring Creativity 
The Palisade Public Library has always had the Mission Statement: We are here to inspire 

lifelong learning, advance knowledge and strengthen our community. 
 

The gift of the $500 WLS Mini-Grant was a true blessing. The li-

brary was able to purchase a kids table and chairs, zoob building 

kit, connectagons books, crafts, movies, prizes and snacks for 

the 2017 Build a Better World, Summer Story Hour. The idea was 

to encourage exploration, creativity and working together. What a 

success it was. The kids were amazing!!! Our biggest hope is that 

the things we all read and did in Summer Story Hour will carry on 

into these childrenôs future endeavors and may they all have nothing but success! This 

year the Summer Story Hour was in jeopardy of not happening due to funds being low. 
 

The WLS grant gave the Palisade Library the opportunity to share many new and exciting things with the children 

in the community. Everyone, including the adults, truly had a lot of fun! We listened to some fantastic stories 

about machines, building play grounds, community gardens volunteering, working to-

gether, and many other amazing things. We built our own city sky scrapers out of cook-

ies and frosting, built buildings, sky scrapers and more out of our zoobs and connecta-

gons, whatever the kidôs imagination could come up with. One set of kids even built a 

robot; another set of kids built a bridge. The kids got their picture taken with a Bob the 

Builder cutout, a friend of the library made (Rebecca Ann Seybold). The library and 

community is so very grateful for this gift. Putting it into words does not give justice to 

our thank you! Article and photos provided by Cindee Wagner, Director of Palisade Public Library 

http://code.org
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                   Dennis Miller, artist, owner and storyteller extraordinaire gave us a 

            glimpse into the background of his familyôs art gallery and caf®, along  

                 with insight on how his mother, Lewellenôs own Librarian, influenced  

                     their lives and interest in revitalizing their small community.                      

               

      

 

 

WESTERN LIBRARY SYSTEM ANNUAL MEETING 2017   

Woodworking 

Caf® Art Gallery 

Rod Wagner, Nebraska Library Commission  

Director, reported on the past year and what the 

future holds for our Western Library System. 

Maryruth Reed, Western Library System 

Board President, conveyed the Maryruth 

Reed ñFirst Last and Only Presidential 

Award For Making Her Job Easier While 

We Searched For A New Directorò to our 

own Pat Gross,  Interim Director of the 

Western  Library System.  

Pat Gross, (left) enjoying the company of 

Ruth Walker, Laurie Bauer, Jan Jolliffe, 

Nancy Armstrong, Sandy White, Kathy  

Terrell and Vickie Retzlaff.  

Elaine Bleisch, Wally Seiler, Stephanie 

OôConnor, Tom Price, Tiffany Hickox 

Lisa Fortkamp, Beth Falla 

Carol Kyser, Eileen Nightingale, Franki 

Beeken, Sandy Nelson, Dianne Jay,         

Nancy Rochlitz 

Photos provided by Pat Gross, Interim Director, Western Library System 

Quoted june 25, 2017 from http://www.themostunlikelyplace.com/  
The Most Unlikely Place...a place to lift the spirit and feed the soul.   

Continued on page 13 

Thank you all  

for attending! 

http://www.themostunlikelyplace.com/
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Carole Matthews, Allison Reisig, Jill Ellis, 

Terry Christensen, Allison Roberts, Diane 

Wagner, Rod Wagner. In the background 

is Christine Egger and Ruth Walker 

Lyman Public Librarians:  Back:  Donna 

Payne, Keitha Green, Jackie Stoeger 

Front:  Wyndee Green 

Ila Anderson, Board Member for 

Mitchell Public Library 

Jeannette Thompson, Becky Henkel, Diane Downer,    

Andrew ñShermò Sherman, Tammy Howitt-Covalt 

WESTERN LIBRARY SYSTEM ANNUAL MEETING 2017 

Librarian pictures continued   

  

 

Gering and Scottsbluff Librarians, along 

with Nikki-Catrina Anderson, Miss Scotts 

Bluff County 2017 

Kevin Hornor, Ventriloquist,           

performed a program on bullying 

for the summer readers of Gering 

and Scottsbluff Libraries for their        

collaborative wrap-up party.   

Thank you Carole 

Matthews, WLS 

Board Member, for 

the folded books, 

along with Jennifer 

Wohl for the framed 

centerpiece 

quotes!!! 


