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"Libraries are among the few places 

left on earth where imagination is 

actively, consistently celebrated and 

encouraged. To walk into a library 

is to enter an immersive, multi-

dimensional creative space that's 

open to anyone and everyone. How 

great is that?"  Bethany Blake 

Seasonally Thankful 
 
As we head into the holiday season, itôs time to celebrate all 
of the wonderful libraries and librarians within the Western 
Library System. Whatever type of patrons you serve,         
remember that you are making a difference in someoneôs  
life, even if itôs just a passing hello or a simple smile during 
your day.  
 
Because there are so many obstacles in todayôs world, 
whether itôs health or family issues, poverty, politics, diverse 
beliefs, or just the stresses of the day, each one of you 
needs to be aware that you are changing someoneôs life for 
the better, one patron at a time. Whether itôs going above 
and beyond each time you find that missing book, answering 
a tough reference question, laughing with a patron over 
something you believe is mundane, or perhaps when just 
reading a child a story; all of these things have a huge       
impact on the people you serve. Although simple acts,       
these can make or break someoneôs day.  
 
Thank you for all that you do, and Happy 
Holidays! Know that you are all a blessing in 
many peopleôs 
lives, and the 
Western Library  
System  
appreciates you! 
 

- Jan Jolliffe -  

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/https://www.pinterest.com/

mailto:http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Jan%20Jolliffe
mailto:wlsasst@gmail.com
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/AVRLOZgbwq1MBLYQXB_FrAo5G6saflnH5qjWIjZzrlruiO-TbSZTdAU/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/AVRLOZgbwq1MBLYQXB_FrAo5G6saflnH5qjWIjZzrlruiO-TbSZTdAU/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/AVRLOZgbwq1MBLYQXB_FrAo5G6saflnH5qjWIjZzrlruiO-TbSZTdAU/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/471822498445851586/


2 

 
Brrrrr! It certainly FEELS like November today. Now is the time to get dried cornstalks to tie together. 
Add gourds, pumpkins, and a cornucopia for a beautiful autumn display outside the libraryôs front door. Here are   
several display and decorating ideas for November and December. 
 
Aviation History Month 
Celebrating the anniversary of aeronautical experiments in November 1782. These experiments led to the       
invention of the hot-air balloon, manôs first flight and the entire science of aviation and flight. Ask your patrons   
for model airplanes to display along with books about the pioneers of aviation. 
 
Native American Heritage Month 
Showcase books and artwork to celebrate and recognize the significant contributions the first Americans made  
to the establishment and growth of the U.S. Go to http://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/ for more information.  

 
Picture Book Month - http://picturebookmonth.com/ Patrons of all ages enjoy books to celebrate the genera-
tions together, along with lessons of diversity, courage, fear and conquering the impossible.  Share the very   
best with all ages throughout the month of November.  
 
Georgia OôKeeffeôs Birthday (November 15, 1887) 
This American artist was best known for her paintings of enlarged flowers, New York skyscrapers, and New  
Mexico landscapes. Place a small poster on the shelves near art books containing OôKeeffeôs paintings. 
 
Button Day (November 16) 
Use buttons of all sizes, shapes, and colors in one of these cool button crafts from Todayôs Parent magazine. 
Display a jar of buttons and give a small prize to the patron who guesses the number closest to the number of 
buttons in the jar. 
 
National Game and Puzzle Week (November 19-25) 
Held during the week of Thanksgiving each year, National Game and Puzzle Week encourages family and 
friends to spend time together. The American Library Associationôs youth division, the Association for Library 
Service to Children (ALSC) created a list with several reproducible games and puzzles that you can distribute. 

P.D. Eastmanôs Birthday (November 25, 1909) 
Philip Dey ñPhilò Eastman was an American screenwriter, childrenôs author and illustrator. Make a small display 
with a poster and Eastmanôs two most famous books, Go, Dog, Go! and Are You My Mother? 

Celebrate Rosa Parks and her fight for Civil Rights (December 1, 1955)                   
Display heroic biographical characters, launch a book club, or plan a brownbag lunch discussion on her historical 
accomplishment. Provide information on current and past social issues, customs, and how our freedom of       
information, along with the power of knowledge (all accessible at our libraries) will continue to break down       
barriers within our communities and build bridges throughout the generations.  

Celebrate Snowflake Bentley illustrator Mary Azarian (born December 8, 1940 )               
Curl up with this famous childrenôs book, and discuss the science and artwork intertwined within the illustrations.  
Make paper snowflakes, or go all out with circuit boards to light up the winter night sky with these individual   
crystals of wonder.   

Winter Solstice (December 21)                             
Celebrate the first official day of winter in the Northern Hemisphere, which just happens to be the shortest day of 
the year. Have a winter storm party to learn all about natureôs most impressive spectacles.  Invite a storm chaser 
into your library, or perhaps provide hands-on experiments using an interactive weather maker:                                       
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/sim/game.htm 

November/December Display and Programming Ideas 

http://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
http://picturebookmonth.com/
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/crafts/7-easy-button-crafts-for-kids/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/issuesadv/kidscampaign/kidsgames
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwatch/sim/game.htm
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Mark Your  
Calendar 

 
E-rate: Whatôs New for 2018? 
December 5, Online, 1:30 ï4:00 
(Central Time)                            
using the GoToWebinar  
Registration: 10/27ð12/3 
 
Nebraska Library Commission 
Meeting,  
Lincoln, November 10 
 
Public Library Statistical Survey 
Opens  
November 13 
 
Trees Along the Trail -  Legacy 
of the Plains,. 
Gering, NE, 12/2 - 12/22,  Help to 
represent your WLS library with 
unique handmade ornaments or 
bookmarks made by each library. 
Please send to the WLS office by 
November 27. 
 
25th Annual Letters About      
Literature Contest  
Open now until December 9 
http://www.read.gov/letters/ 
 
WLS Winter Open House 
December 21, 3-6 pm. Join us for 
holiday fun and refreshments, 
along with the chance to win a   
library gift basket. 
 

Upcoming NCompass Live  

 

Upcoming NCompass Live events: 

¶ November 15 - Whatôs Up @ the Commission? 
¶ November 29 - Libraries Rock! : Summer Reading Program 2018  
¶ December 6 - Guerrilla Storytime 
¶ December 27 - The Next Best Thing to Having Your Own Gigabit 
Internet  

 

NCompass Live is broadcast live, every Wednesday, from 9am - 

10am Mountain Time. 

For more information, to register for NCompass Live, or to listen to    

recordings of past events, go to: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/

NCompassLive/ 

Visit the Nebraska Library Commission Website for News and Announce-
ments. 

Basic Skills for Nebraska Librarians 

2017-2018 Schedule 

Class Dates Class Instructor Registration 
Dates 

    

11/6 - 11/17 Library Service to Children 
& Youth 

Sally Snyder 10/2 - 10/26 

 1/22/2018 -     
 2/2/2018 

                                
Communication  

                       
Mary Jo Ryan 

                          
12/11 - 1/12 

    

    

(* Requisite class) 

 

Register on the Nebraska Library Commission Training and Events Calendar. 

Description of Basic Skills courses 

Basic Skills Planner--for program participants to keep track of their progress 

For further information, contact Holli Duggan, NLC Continuing Education      

Coordinator. 

http://www.read.gov/letters/documents/LAL-Flyer-Dec-9.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/NCompassLive/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSplanner.pdf
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Holli%20Duggan
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Nebraska Presence: An Anthology of Poetry Chosen as  

2018 One Book One Nebraska     

People across Nebraska are encouraged to read the work of Nebraska poets in 2018 - and then talk 
about the poems with their friends and neighbors. Nebraska Presence: An Anthology of Poetry (The 
Backwaters Press, 2007) edited by Greg Kosmicki and Mary K. Stillwell was selected as the 2018 
One Book One Nebraska at the Nebraska Center for the Bookôs Celebration of Nebraska Books on 
October 21.  

Poems by more than eighty contemporary Nebraska poets are featured in the collection. This in-
cludes Pulitzer Prize winner and former Poet Laureate of the United States Ted Kooser, Nebraska 
State Poet Twyla Hansen, former State Poet William Kloefkorn, several poets who have had their   
poems read on Garrison Keillorôs Writerôs Almanac (Greg Kuzma, Marjorie Saiser, Grace Bauer, and 
Greg Kosmicki), and widely noted poets Hilda Raz, Roy Scheele, Steve Langan, and many others. 

Libraries across Nebraska will join other literary and cultural organizations in planning book discus-
sions, activities, and events that will encourage Nebraskans to read and discuss this book. Support 
materials  to assist with local reading/discussion activities will be available after January 1, 2018 at                   
http://onebook.nebraska.gov. Updates and activity listings will be posted on the One Book One            
Nebraska Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/onebookonenebraska.    
 
2018 will mark the fourteenth year of the One Book One Nebraska reading program, sponsored by 
the Nebraska Center for the Book. It encourages Nebraskans across the state to read and discuss 
one book, chosen from books written by Nebraska authors or that have a Nebraska theme or setting.  

One Book One Nebraska is sponsored by Nebraska Center for the Book, Humanities Nebraska, and 
Nebraska Library Commission. The Nebraska Center for the Book brings together the stateôs readers, 
writers, booksellers, librarians, publishers, printers, educators, and scholars to build the community of 
the book, supporting programs to celebrate and stimulate public interest in books, reading, and the 
written word. The Nebraska Center for the Book is housed at and supported by the Nebraska Library 
Commission.  
 
As the state library agency, the Nebraska Library Commission is an advocate for the library and     
information needs of all Nebraskans. The mission of the Library Commission is statewide promotion, 
development, and coordination of library and information services, ñbringing together people and    
information.ò  
 
 

                                               
 
 
 
 
 
The most up-to-date news releases from the Nebraska Library Commission are always available on 
the Library Commission Website, http://nlc.nebraska.gov/publications/newsreleases. 
 

Maker Space Kits 

http://onebook.nebraska.gov/2016/
http://www.facebook.com/onebookonenebraska
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/publications/newsreleases
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News Around The System 

                                                                                                               

 

 
Article and photos provided by Dana Morgan and Holly Benish 

Leyton Elementary & Junior High School Library 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

                          Leyton's First Annual Storybook Pumpkin Patch 

Our hallways will blossom with Leyton's First Annual Storybook Pumpkin Patch. Our junior high 
students designed pumpkins to look like a favorite character from a children's book. In this project 
they were to dive into the heart of the author and decide why he/she created the main character 
and what the author's purpose was. Then they picked a pumpkin and got busy being creative and 
turning it into the character. Our students had so much fun with this project and did a fantastic job! 

~Leyton Elementary & Junior High School 
(Gurley, Nebraska) 
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News Around The System 

Hay Springs Public School Library  

Hay Springs Public School Library is having a busy month. For two weeks the NPPD Mobile   
STEM library took over the space. Chad Johnson, Senior Education Specialist for NPPD, was   
here on Monday, October 23rd, to give orientation tours to students and teachers of Nebraska  
Public Power Districtôs Mobile MakerSpace Lab. The Lab is part of the Nebraska Public Power   
Districtôs Pathways to a Technical Future program and has been on loan to schools around the 
state for two years. The MakerSpace visits a limited number of schools each year and only one   
visit per school. The MakerSpace heads to Scottsbluff Middle School next. 

The Lab includes four types of stations: Make it You, Make it New, Make it Do, and Make an       
Impact. 

Make it DO stations includes a Robotics Innovation Lab, MakeyMakey and Rasberry PI Lab, and  
an Electronics Lab. What can you DO with the equipment at each station.  Ideas involve logic,    
programming, and creation. 

Make it NEW stations include Afinia H800 3D printer, Carvey 3D CNC machine, Engineering   
Workshop. Students can create new item or adapt designs from other sources. 

Make an IMPACT stations include a Sensor Station and Smart Home Internet of Things. Students 
have experimented with a temperature sensor and a camera-IPad that creates pictures based on 
temperature. 

Make it YOU includes a Cameo cutting machine and a Virtual Reality setup. Students have be  
making vinyl cutouts to decorate various items.  After viewing several VR videos students can     
use the 360 degree camera to create their own VR video. 

The MakerSpace is aimed at Middle and High Schoolers. However, upper elementary students   
had the  opportunity to interact with some of the stations. Parents were invited to check out the 
MakerSpace during Parent-Teacher conferences. 

As the Mobile Lab moved out the Book Fair moved in. On Thursday, the Book Fair Sales will    
open with a Cookies and Cocoa Open House. Guest readers will read Book Fair selections to     
students and family.  

 

Pictures and article by Carole Matthews, School Librarian, Hay Springs Public School 

Chad Johnson giving an orientation to                                   

a group of students. 

Middle and High School students watching   

one student use the Virtual Reality goggles.  
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News Around The System 

Technology is always changing. Unfortunately, our budgets donôt always allow us to change along with 

it. This is why Hastings Memorial Library in Grant was thrilled to receive a Mini-Grant from Western   

Library  System to upgrade the technology in our Community Room.  Our giant old box TV and VCR/

DVD combo player were sorely in need of retirement. We were able to use our grant funds to purchase 

a new 50ò flat-screen Smart TV, a new Blu-ray/DVD player, an extra HDMI cord, and two wireless Blue-

tooth speakers.   

This new technology has been awesome for our After School and Summer Reading Programs and   

storytimes. We have used it to watch movies, listen to music during projects, and broadcast videos and 

slideshows to enhance our programs. We have also used the Bluetooth speakers in our storytimes to 

play music for sing-a-longs. The upgraded equipment is also a nice amenity for people who are renting 

our community room. Businesses and organizations can use the TV for activities such as presentations, 

continuing education, and teleconferencing. Patrons who rent the room for private parties can watch 

movies, show slideshows for showers, parties and graduations, and even connect their laptops to 

broadcast the Nebraska football games! One family who always rents the room for their Thanksgiving 

celebration over Thanksgiving weekend is especially excited about this prospect.    

The TV and Blu-Ray/DVD player are permanent fixtures in the community room. The HDMI cord and 

Bluetooth Speakers are kept at the circulation desk for safety reasons, but are available to be used   

upon request. This little project was not a budget priority for us, but receiving this grant allowed us to 

make needed upgrades and has made a huge difference in the services we are able to offer through 

our library programming and also services we are able to provide to our community as a whole. Thank 

you Western Library System for the awesome Mini-Grant! 

 

WLS Mini-Grant: Hastings Memorial Library 

Article provided by Robin Quinn, Director of Hastings Memorial Library 

Paxton Public Library Storytime 

 Article and pictures submitted by Dianne Jay,  

Paxton Public Library Director 

A Blast From the Past:  Story time celebrated Veteranôs Day with the children trying on a World War II helmet 
(which was my Dadôs). This we do almost every year. The children are amazed how heavy it is. 

Library board member (Nancy Rochlitz) getting ready to hand out Halloween candy. The library participates in the 
community Halloween parade where the businesses hand out candy on main street. The businesses who are not 
on main street set up at varies spots. Story time children dressed up as Santa. Santa comes to visit every year! 
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News Around The System 

Chadron Public Library Director, Rossella Tesch 

Childrenôs Librarian, Elizabeth Dahl,          

providing childrenôs Storytime theatrics       

with ñAmelia  Earhartò volunteer and the 

youngest enthusiastic patrons. 

Chadron Public Libraryôs newest building addition, providing 

space for Yoga programs, haunted houses, up-and-coming 

cooking classes, and future innovative project areas for every-

one.  Who knows what the future will hold with Rosellaôs        

insights on providing every patron with exciting cutting edge 

programming, cultural preservation, and hands on learning. 

Kudoôs for her passion and perseverance! 

Chadronôs Teen area offers a wonderful lounging/learning  

area, with exceptional gaming components, along with the 

newest Young Adult Fiction. Harry Potter is always a favorite. 

Maintaining the proud cultural 

history of the area with a Native        

American area. 

Technology for everyone  to  

research, read, game, and even 

search for new entrepreneurial 

opportunities. 
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Librarians Around The System 

WLSôs First ñSleuth Escape Roomò at Morrill Public Library 

Escape Rooms and Creating Community Projects 

Several area librarians became ñSuper Sleuthsò when they participated in the newest WLSôs 
ñSleuth Escape Roomò at Morrill Public Library using our new Breakout.EDU kits. The partici-
pants were ñlocked inò the library until they solved all of the clues using their detective skills 
and collaborating together in teams to earn their freedom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Sarah Alfred, Morrill Public Library Director, for allowing us to converge upon 
her library for this fun filled, C.E. credit earning program. Good times were had by all! 

Would you like to learn how to entice your own library detectives to participate in a real life 
ñsleuthingò game night? Do your afterschool patrons enjoy solving a good mystery? Do your 
mystery readers want to advance their detective skills up to the next level? The Western       
Library System now offers Breakout.EDU kits to help you provide your own mystery session 
for all the detectives, no matter what age, visiting your library. Learn firsthand how fun and 
mysterious this new program can be in your library.   

It takes teamwork: Becky Henkel, Bayard 

Public Library Director and Pat Gross, 

former WLS Interim Director...trying their 

hardest... 

Priscilla Plasencio (Mitchell Public Library)       

and Christie Clarke (Gering Public Library)         

are determined to escape. 

Sarah Alfred, Morrill Public Library 

Director, and Board Member Carol 

Wells work quickly together. 

Thereôs always the dynamic duo...winners:  

Noelle Thompson, Lied Scottsbluff Public 

Library Director and Peggie DeGarlais-

Michael, Library Assistant. 
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ñEscape Roomò Training: Lied Scottsbluff Public Library 

 

Librarians Around The System 

According to Peggie DeGarlais-Michael, one of the hardest parts of the Breakout.Edu training 
session was the prep work and explaining what she wanted everyone to do. Once everyone was 
to their stations it made much more sense. Itôs difficult work when it comes to puzzles and solving 
them, as you can see from the picture of Jana and Toni below: 

  

 

Overall it was a great experience and had everyone asking more questions and getting ideas.      
Peggie found that there were a number of Subject Packs on everything from language and      
history to math, with various levels of difficulty. There are ideas on Pinterest, Breakout.Edu  
Sandbox: (https://sites.google.com/site/digitalbreakoutjb/sandbox) and on the Breakout.Edu  
website.                      

On the digital side, she found a website on how it could be used:                            
(http://wordpress.barrow.k12.ga.us/21stcenturytips/?p=6989). This was a great way to get a feel   
for how some of these games could work in a classroom, office, ect. She thought this would be 
great to use the digital version for homework assignments, enforcing a strategy or rule in math, 
having a history quest, or anything youôd need to use as a digital game. Plus, what kid or adult 
doesnôt like a game? (Hmmmmé.again, see Jana and Toni aboveé) Thereôs also a back-to-the-
future game which has a series of stations that involves working together which is in the works for 
a future teen birthday ñEscape Roomò game. Such fun! 

Pictures and article by Peggie DeGarlais-Michael, Library Assistant,  

Lied Scottsbluff Public Library 

 

 

Templates used from the 

Breakout.Edu website for training 

https://sites.google.com/site/digitalbreakoutjb/sandbox
http://wordpress.barrow.k12.ga.us/21stcenturytips/?p=6989
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       Bayard Public Library Open House 

Raffled gifts for the luckiest patrons! 

Even the newest patron Garryk, with mom 

Kori, enjoyed the literary festivities! 

The kids have all the fun! 
Enticing the patrons with chocolates    

and sweets! 

Becky Henkel, Bayard Public 

Library Director, ñhangingò with 

the teens! 

Bayard is Batty for Books! 
Teen Reads are a huge hit for the spookiest season! 

Director Henkel provides Readersô Advisory services. 

Sometimes the ñolder crewò needs    

a quiet resting place to decompress 

with a friendly frog... 

Displays to charm! 

The ultimate goal: 

NEW PATRONS!!! 


