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DIGITAL TALKING 
BOOKS: A PROGRESS 
REPORT 

The nationwide talking 
book program is transi-
tioning away from analog 
cassette tape to flash 
memory digital car-

tridges.  Planning for this 
move goes back a re-
markable 17 years, so it is 
gratifying to announce 
that Library of Congress 
has recently signed four 
contracts related to digital 
conversion:   

1.  Plextor (Culver City, 
CA) will produce the 
digital players. 

2.  LC  Industries 
(Hazlehurst, MS) will 
produce the mailing 
containers. 

            (continued on page 2) 
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[Status of Digital Conversion…...continued from page 1] 
 
3.  SI International (Reston, VA) will develop training 

strategies for network talking book libraries. 
4.  Northstar Systems (Rancho Cucamonga, CA) will pro-

duce the digital cartridges. 

Network talking book libraries will be able to purchase 
mailing containers and blank cartridges from these same 
producers.  Our Nebraska Collection consists mostly of 
books recorded in our own studios and emphasizes Ne-
braska authors or books about the Great Plains.   Also, 
Nebraska’s Talking Book and Braille Service is one of 
the nation’s largest network producers of volunteer-
narrated magazines, with 20 magazines and newsletters of 
regional interest (143 issues) recorded annually.   

Beyond offering our Nebraska books on flash memory 
cartridges, we wish to continue the ongoing task of select-
ing titles from a Library of Congress retrospective 
download site, where network talking book libraries can 
choose from among 10,000 titles.  This first year, our  
allotment of cartridges from Library of Congress for this 
purpose was 1854.  Next year there will be 8000 more 
retrospective titles on this site.  Library of Congress will 
again provide us with cartridges, though fewer than this 
year.  To take advantage of the wealth of titles on this 
site, we need to purchase additional cartridges.  We 
would like to begin circulating our Nebraska magazines 
on flash memory  to take advantage of this new medium. 

It was reported that the Library of Congress budget for 
digital conversion was signed into law at $12.5 million 
per year for 6 years; however, the budget has not yet 
passed the Senate and is currently subject to continuing 
resolution.  The final outcome could be a three-year con-
version, with considerable support among federal legisla-
tors, or a four- year or six-year conversion.  Once the fed-
eral budget is settled, we expect that new talking books 
from Library of Congress will arrive at our library on 
flash memory. 
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System News 
 

Yutan 

The Yutan public library had an average of 55 at-
tending their storytimes this summer.  They heard 
from several of their readers who attended the base-
ball game at Rosenbaltt stadium who said it was a lot 
of fun.   

 

Volunteers Needed 

The Omaha Street School is a fully accredited, 
Christian-based, alternative high school that needs 
volunteers to staff their library each morning of the 
school day.  If you could spend a morning per week, 
or even a morning or two each month, your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  For more information, 
please call Bob Drake—402-333-6723.  Take a look 
at their website www.omahastreetschool.org. 

 

Winner of Golden Heart Award 

Susan Seyfarth, daughter-in-law of John Seyfarth, 
Sump Memorial library in Papillion, won the contest 
for Best Single Title Romance at the annual Ro-
mance Writers of America Association Conference 
in San Francisco.  The award is given for authors 
who are not yet published.  Susan had two manu-
scripts that were finalists in the contest, including her 
winning manuscript titled “Money, Honey.”  Susan 
lives with her family in Shoreview, Minnesota. 

 

John G. Neihardt Foundation 

The 2008 Laureate’s Feast will be held on Sunday, 
November 2, 2008, from 5-9 p.m. at the Metropoli-
tan Community College Fort Omaha Campus.  Ted 
Kooser will be the special guest.  For more informa-
tion contact Nancy Gillis neihrdt@gpcom.net. 

 

Bennington 

B.A.T.S. — Bennington Advisory Teen 
Scene is the Bennington Public  
Library’s group for teens, 7-12th grade. 

North Bend 

Here are pictures of the sign in front of the North 
Bend public library.  The Library Foundation will 
use the sign to publicize the donations received to-
ward the $1.2 million needed to build a new library 
in North Bend.   

Websites from the Youth Service Retreat 

 

www.glsen.org -collection development resource 
for gay and lesbian material 
 
www.librarything.com & www.shelfari.com -  
social cataloging sites (organizing personal col-
lections) 

www.archive.org & www.creativecommons.org - 
resources for use with READ software. 
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Copyright Law– Part 5—
Guidelines 

by Phyllis Brunken 

This article is the five of a six
-part series on copyright for 
educators and public librari-
ans.  

 

In the copyright law, the amount that cannot be legally 
used is stated “more than small amount”.  No specific 
percentages, number of pages, or amount of time are in 
the copyright law.  However, guidelines (which are not 
law) have been developed through case law.  The Ne-
braska Library Commission Copyright Handbook (http://
www.nlc.state.ne.us/docs/pilot/pubs/
copyright_hndbk.pdf) has an abbreviated list: 

 

Text -- 10% or 1000 words whichever is less 

Music -- 10% or 30 seconds whichever is less 

Video -- 10% or 3 minutes whichever is less 

Illustrations/Photos -- Entire work – no more than 5 by 
one artist 

Numerical Data -- 10% or 2500 fields whichever is less 

These guidelines apply when an educator is preparing 
instructional materials for use with their students.  The 
public librarian can also use these guidelines when pre-
paring materials to be used with patrons.  Be sure to cite 
any materials that are used.  Remember, if Fair Use can-
not be applied, permission may be requested from the 
copyright holder to use the material.   

 

Hall Davidson’s Copyright Chart summarizes the guide-
lines for teachers in a reproducible chart.   

http://www.halldavidson.net/chartshort.html 

 

For a excellent overview of guidelines for fair use check 
out the Fair Use Guidelines for Educational Multimedia 

(http://www.lib.jmu.edu/org/mla/Guidelines/Other%
20Guidelines/Fair%20Use%20for%20Multimedia.aspx)  
developed by the Music Library Association along with 
over 50 agencies and associations that included the 
American Library Association, U. S. Copyright Office, 
Recording Industry Association of America, and the Na-
tional Educational Association  

Please send an email to me if you want a complete bibli-
ography of my recommended copyright law resources or 
have a copyright law question.   Phyllis Brunken  
pbrunken@cox.net  I am not an attorney and this article 
may not be substituted for formal legal advice from an 
attorney well versed in school law and copyright law. 
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Mountain Plains Library Association Awards!!!! 
 
Do you know a deserving individual in the library field 
who should be recognized for his/her accomplishments? 
If so, please nominate him/her for 
an MPLA Award!!! 
 
The following awards will be given at the 2009 MPLA 
Joint Conference with the Kansas Library Association in 
Wichita, Kansas, in March 31-April 4, 2009. 
 
The MPLA Awards Committee is seeking nominees for 
the following awards: 
 
Carl Gaumer Library Champion Award: To be given to 
the individual, organization or company whose positive 

support of the Mountain Plains Library Association is 
demonstrated by repeated conscientious endeavors to-
wards libraries, library staff, trustees and professional 
activities. 
 
MPLA Distinguished Service Award: To be given to an 
MPLA member who has made notable contributions to 
the library profession or has furthered significant devel-
opment of libraries in the Mountain Plains region, or has 
performed exemplary service for an extended period of 
time. In the case of retired individuals, the nominee may 
be a past member of MPLA. 
 
MPLA Literary Contribution Award:  To be given to 
an author whose published writings have successfully 
furthered an understanding and appreciation of 
the Mountain Plains region. The author need not reside in 
the region, and the selection may be based on either a sin-
gle work or a body of works. Published works will be 
evaluated on the basis of literary worth, readability, and 
evidence of responsible research. 
 
MPLA Beginning Professional Award: To recognize an 
MPLA member who, as a librarian/media specialist 
within the first five years after receiving a 
library/media masters degree, has made a positive impact 
on the quality and role of library service. Factors such as 
innovative programming and planning, use of resources, 
and special projects will be considered. 
 
MPLA Unsung Hero Award:  To be given to any library 
individual(s) or group(s) in the MPLA region who have 
worked on a special project that has some significance to 
a community but which has not been eligible for a library 
award, or which has for other reasons specified by the 
nominator not been recognized to the degree that it mer-
its, by any library organization. 
 
An online version of the form can be found at http://
www.mpla.us/documents/procedures/appendix6-B.pdf  
 
Nominations and documentation should be mailed to: 
 
JaNae Kinikin, MPLA Awards Committee Chair 
Stewart Library 
2901 University Circle 
Ogden, UT 84408-2901 
jkinikin@weber.edu  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS JANUARY 
9, 2009. 
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Eastern Library System Board Minutes 
August 8, 2008, Neihardt Center, Bancroft, NE 

Board Members Present:  Jan Therien, Robin Bernstein, 
Mary Jo Mack, Joyce (Keber) Neujahr, Scott Berryman, 
Denise Lawver, Rosa Schmidt, Lowen Kruse, Marie Rei-
delbach.  Ex-officio, Kathleen Tooker. Alternates Present: 
Dorothy Willis, Sally Payne, Barbara Dean 

Nancy Gillis, Executive Director of the Neihardt Center, 
welcomed the board members and provided a brief presen-
tation of her background.  She also showed a video of John 
Neihardt.  Following the presentation board members were 
led to the exhibit area where displays from Neihardt’s per-
sonal life were displayed.  

The meeting was called to order by Vice President, Robin 
Bernstein. Introductions were made including welcoming to 
two new members, Lowen Kruse and Rosa Schmidt. 

Jan Therien made a motion to approve the June 20, 2008, 
minutes, Denise Lawver seconded, and the minutes were 
approved. 

The June and July 2008, treasurer’s reports and the annual 
treasurer’s report for FY 2007-2008 were distributed and 
approved.  They will be filed for audit.  Kathy Tooker, Sys-
tem Administrator, shared that the encumbered amount for 
the Futures Conference that is in a negative will receive 
additional funds upon the submission of the final Kiewit 
Grant report.    

Kathy Tooker, System Administrator, shared thank you let-
ters received from Joy Winkler and Mary Sweeney. 

The Administrator’s Report for June 20 – August 8, 2008, 
was distributed.  Highlights included attending an Open 
Meetings Law Workshop in Norfolk which Kathy plans to 
share with other Public Librarians in the system.  The Open 
Meetings Law is difficult to enforce, but she advocated the 
importance of sharing it with Library Directors and Trus-
tees.  The Nebraska Library Commission received funding 
from the Gates Foundation for 75 public libraries to receive 
funding for a router for wireless connections and a lap-top 
computer.  BiblioNix (out of Texas) contributed $150 to 
each of the Library Systems to send someone to the Ne-
braska Library Association.  Rosa Schmidt, Oakland Public 
Library, received the award from the Eastern Library Sys-
tem.  Upcoming events and other items can be read on the 
written report. 

Committee Reports  

Continuing Education – A workshop on copyright will be 
offered this year.  

No other committees submitted reports. 
 Advocacy was suggested as a new committee this year.   
Scott Berryman and Lowen Kruse agreed to be members of 
this committee.   

A Committee Time-Line and Guidelines was distributed to 
the Board Members.  Everyone was encouraged to sign up 
for at least one committee of their choosing.   

Old Business - None 
New Business: 

Appointment of Board Alternates:  Denise Lawver made 
a motion, Joyce Neujahr seconded, and Dorothy Willis, 
Sally Payne, Tammy Lorenz, and Barbara Dean were ap-
proved as alternates for the board.  Kathy Tooker reminded 
board members to contact an alternate if they are unable to 
attend a meeting. 

Approval of Employee Contracts: Motion made by Bar-
bara Dean, seconded by Rosa Schmidt to approve the con-
tracts for the System Administrator and Administrative As-
sistant. Motion carried. 

Approval of final budget for FY 2008-2009:  The System 
Budget for 2008-2009 was distributed.  It was noted that 
$6000 has been saved per year for placing the newsletter 
online in lieu of printing/mailing.  No complaints have been 
received.  Several benefits of the online format were dis-
cussed including a suggestion to add a web counter to the 
site.  Jan Therien made a motion to approve the final 
budget, Joyce Neujahr seconded.  Motion carried. 

Committee Assignments:  Board members signed up for 
the committee of their choice.  No further discussion. 

Signatures on checks:  Kathy Tooker submitted a pro-
posed bylaw change allowing the System Administrator and 
Administrative Assistant to be signees for all checks, drafts, 
or orders for the payment of money, notes, or other evi-
dences of indebtedness for under $1,000 excluding their pay 
checks or other checks payable to them.  In addition, Lowen 
Kruse suggested that the credit limit of $30,000 be lowered 
to $10,000.  Dorothy Willis made a motion to make a 
change in the bylaws, Barbara Dean seconded, and the mo-
tion carried.  The members will vote on the bylaws change 
at the next board meeting. 

Administrator vs. Director Title:  A final suggestion was 
made by Scott Berryman to change Kathy Tooker’s current 
job title of System Administrator to Executive Director.  
The change in title will be changed in the Bylaws and voted 
upon at the next meeting. 

Mileage for Board Members:  Kathy Tooker encouraged 
board members to turn in mileage for their travel with the 
high cost of gas.  The System reimburses at the IRS rate. 

Kathy Tooker passed out the 2007/2008 Annual Report and 
gave new members their Eastern Library System pin.  The 
next meeting is October 10, 2008, at the Sump Memorial 
Library in Papillion.  Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Marie Reidelbach, Secre-
tary of the Eastern Library System Board. 
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