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Favorite Restaurants of the ELS Board of Directors 
[Members of the Eastern Library System Board were 
asked what their favorite restaurant is and why - here are 
their delectable selections, in no particular order] 
 
Gail Formanack 
Our current favorite is Ryan’s Bistro near 175th and Cen-
ter in Omaha.  We like it because it is close to our home, 
serves great food, and has live music we greatly enjoy 
(and recognize.)  We highly recommend it. 
 
John Seyfarth 
My favorite is Le Voltaire at 156th 
and Dodge in Omaha.  It is a small 
but very authentic French restaurant.  
The owner, Cedric Fishpain, takes 
his staff over to France frequently so the restaurant is 
really authentic.  We have always gotten good food and 
service there.  Indeed, I really enjoy all the wait staff, 
since they are so well trained.  When we go there, I usu-
ally pick a night when Jennifer is available.  She is a 
“live wire” and we always enjoy both sense of humor—
she actually will come back on my puns.  We usually go 
there for my birthday.  It is fairly high end, but I believe 
you receive value with the food, service and ambience. 
 
Lowen Kruse 
Our favorite restaurant is Cracker Barrel.  
They have vegetables flavored in a 
down-home cooking way. 
 
David Privett 
Blue (or Baby Blue)...Sushi is our new-found passion, 
and we love everything we’ve had at Blue (two locations 
in Omaha.)  Tied for second place is Vivace and Biagges.  
We also love contemporary Italian. 
 
Robin Bernstein 
My favorite restaurant in Omaha is Lo Sole Mio.  I enjoy 
the ambiance and it is the most authentic Italian food I 
have tasted (other than my own) in this area since I lived 
in Italy.  If I had to pick  my very favorite thing about Lo 
Sole Mio is it would have to be the roasted garlic and all 
the other fixings they place on your table when you sit 
down. 
 
Rosa Schmidt 
Currently my favorite restaurant is the Heartland Bakery 
and Café in Elkhorn.  It is my favorite because my hus-
band and I go there often for Sunday brunch on our way 
to a day filled with riding our Harley Davidson.  They 
have both indoor and outdoor seating, some mornings 
there is live music and the buffet is great. 

Tammy Lorenz 
My favorite restaurant is Tony’s Steakhouse on Hwy 275 
about 10 miles from Norfolk.  The food is always great 
and so is the service.  He has the best steaks and prime 
rib.  We have known Tony for many years and he goes 
out of his way to make sure everything is perfect. 
 
Scott Berryman 
La Mesa in Omaha is great.  I like it for its regional own-
ership, rocket fast service, incredible salsa, consistently 
delicious Mexican food, and reasonable prices. 
 
Gayle Roberts 
Jade Garden has been my favorite Chinese 
restaurant for years and years.  It is a comfy 
place with great food and good service.  For 
special times we often go to Charleston’s—
my kids love it, so I love it because we are all together.  
It’s even better if they pay!   
(both restaurants are in Omaha) 
 
Joyce Neujahr 
I like 801 Chophouse, located in the old Paxton building 
in Omaha.  This is a steakhouse with great ambiance and 
unique interior design.  The cherry wood walls, alabaster 
light fixtures, oak flooring, tablecloths and linen napkins 
all add to the experience.  USDA prime steaks and fresh 
seafood are both delicious, and the service is always top 
notch.  It is pricey, so we only go on very special occa-
sions.  My husband is a cattleman/rancher and sold lots 
of cattle over the years at the old stockyards.  He espe-
cially likes the photographs and references to those by-
gone days when Omaha was “stockyards king.” 
 

Lupe Mier 
Lil’ Burro in Bellevue right under the 
Capehart water tower is tops.  They make 
real cheese enchiladas like the kind you 
will find in South Texas (of course) and a 

really good Santa Fe taco plate at a low cost—has barbe-
que sauce.  But the best meal ever is their Snapper  
Veracruz.  First time I had this was in Mexico with a 
white rice and black beans.  Here they use Mexican 
browned rice and regular refried beans.  The fish is 
broiled to perfection and is slathered with a lovely to-
mato and olive sauce.  Now if they only added capers to 
that sauce it would be out of this world.  Yum. 
 
Editor’s Note:  My favorite restaurant is 
Subway.  It’s inexpensive—you get to 
choose exactly what goes into your sand-
wich—when you get the $5 sub you have 
both dinner and lunch the next day. (Nancy)       
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 Nebraska Library Association Election Results 
 
Vice President/President-Elect: Gordon Wyant 
Treasurer: Barbara Hegr 
ALA Councilor: Brenda Ealey�

C&U Vice Chair/Chair-Elect: Sally Gibson 
C&U Secretary: Ben Brick�

Paraprofessional Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Cynthia Vana�

PLTS Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Jessica Chamberlain�

SCYP Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Sally Snyder 
SCYP Secretary/Treasurer: Bethany Grabow�

S&I Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Mo Khamouna  
S & I Secretary: Susie Dunn�

ITART Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Becky Wymer  
ITART Secretary : Christa Burns�

NMRT Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Bethany Grabow  
NMRT Secretary: Holli Beckmann�

TSRT Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Angela Kroeger�

YART Chair Elect: Lindsey Tomsu 
YART Secretary: Melanie Feyerherm�
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Eastern Library System 
Board Meeting Minutes 
August 12, 2011 -   UNO, Criss Library 
 
Present:  Rosa Schmidt, Jan Therien, Marie Reidel-
bach, Scott Berryman, Robin Bernstein, Tammy Lo-
renz, Joyce Neujahr, Gail Formanack.  Alternates:  
Lupe Mier, Sam McMullen.  Guest:  Richard Miller.  
Ex-Officio:  Kathy Tooker, Nancy Meyer. 
 
The minutes of the April 14, 2011, meeting were re-
viewed.  Jan moved and Rosa seconded to approve 
the minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
The treasurer’s reports for April, May, June, July, 
2011, and the annual treasurer’s report for FY 2010-
2011 were reviewed.  All were approved to be filed 
for audit. 
 
Correspondence:  Thank-you notes were read from 
the Literacy Center, Leadership Institute participants, 
and Barbara Dean. 
 
Executive Directors Report:  See written report.  
Kathy highlighted several items: 

· Upcoming fall colloquium in cooperation 
with Southeast Library System 

· Presenter Fair in January  
· Meetings of librarians in Sarpy county, and 

possibly Burt county 
 

Committee Reports: 
Nominating:  All candidates were re-elected or 
newly-elected. 
Fundraising:  This has been a very good year for 
fundraising and the need will continue. 
Continuing Education:  The Annual Meeting was 
very well received.  A new venue for next year’s 
meeting will be considered. 
Technology & Advocacy:  No report. 
 
Report from the Nebraska Library Commission:  
Richard distributed a written report and highlighted 
several items including new resources at NLC. 
 
New Business: 
A.  Election of officers: 

President – Jan nominated Robin Bernstein., Gale 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
Vice-President – Marie nominated Rosa Schmidt, 
Robin seconded.  Motion carried. 
Secretary – Robin nominated Gayle Roberts, Jan sec-
onded.  Motion carried. 
Treasurer – Jan nominated John Seyfarth, Marie sec-
onded.  Motion carried. 
 
B:  Appointment of board alternates:  Robin moved 
to replace Tammy Lorenz with Mary Jo Mack as a 
board alternate.  Lupe seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
C:  The budget for FY 2011-2012 was presented.  
Discussion was held on adjustments to the budget 
from last year and the Executive Director’s donation 
to the receipts in lieu of taking the month of January 
off.  Gail moved and Marie seconded to approve the 
budget.  Motion carried. 
 
D:  Employee Contracts:  Jan moved and Marie sec-
onded to approve the employee contracts for FY 
2011-2012 including a 1.5% increase.  Motion car-
ried. 
 
E.  Committee Assignments:  A sheet was passed 
around for board members to sign-up for a commit-
tee.  Kathy thanked the board and remarked how 
valuable committee support is. 
 
F:  Review Personnel Policy:  tabled. 
 
G:  Review Voting Procedures:  Discussion was held 
on the existing voting procedure for ELS board mem-
bers.  A suggestion was made to send out a request 
for nominations for the board to the ELS membership 
and then have the existing board members vote with 
the option to suggest additional nominations.  This 
would mean a change in the Bylaws.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Meyer, ELS Administrative Assistant 
 
Next meeting: 
October 14, 2011 
Omaha Public Library, Florence Branch 
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