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Finalists for 2013 One 
Book One Nebraska Announced  

One nonfiction book and three novels—all stories 
with ties to Nebraska and the Great Plains—are the 
four finalists for the 2013 One Book One Nebraska 
statewide reading program. The finalists are:  

�� O Pioneers!, by Willa Cather 

�� Once Upon a Town: The Miracle of the North 
Platte Canteen, by Bob Greene 

�� While the Patient Slept, by Mignon Eberhart 

�� The Tie That Binds, by Kent Haruf 

The choice for the 2013 One Book One Nebraska 
will be announced at 5:30 p.m. at the Celebration of 
Nebraska Books on November 3 at the Nebraska 
State Historical Society’s Museum of Nebraska His-
tory, 15th and P Streets in downtown Lincoln. The 
event, scheduled for 3:30 - 6:30 p.m., will feature a 
program by Joe Starita, author of the 2012 One Book 
One Nebraska selection, "I Am a Man" Chief Standing 
Bear's Journey for Justice.�The Celebration will honor 
winners of the 2012 Nebraska Book Awards, includ-
ing readings by some of the winning authors. A list of 
winners will be posted at 
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/awards.html .  

The recipient of the 2012 Jane Geske Award will 
also be announced. The Jane Geske Award recognizes 
a Nebraska association, organization, business, li-
brary, school, academic institution, or other group that 
has made an exceptional, long-term contribution to 
one or more of these fields in Nebraska: Literacy, 
Reading, Book Selling, Books, Libraries, and/or Writ-
ing in Nebraska. 

 

Gov. Heineman Names Appointments to 
Nebraska Library Commission 

Gov. Dave Heineman recently appointed Mary A. 
(Molly) Fisher, of Lincoln, to a three-year term on the 
Nebraska Library Commission.  

 
Molly served as deputy director of the Nebraska Hu-
manities Council until her retirement in 2000. She is a 
founding member of the Nebraska Center for the Book 
and is currently an ex-officio board member. She also 
serves on the board of the Nebraska Literary Heritage 
Association. She received the Mildred Bennett award, 
the Schwartz Prize, the Lincoln Arts Council award 
for literary contributions, and a Nebraska Arts Council 
Award. Molly and her husband volunteer with state 
parks across the country, with a special interest in vol-
unteering at lighthouses. She also serves on the 
Friends of Beta Alpha Board and volunteers with the 
Lincoln City Libraries. 
 
******************************************* 

ELS Board Member 
Scott Berryman and his 
wife, Paige, attended the 
reception sponsored by 
the Friends of the 
Omaha Public Library 
held on September 8th at 
the Swanson Branch for 
award winning author C. 
J. Box.  Box spoke the 
next day at the Main  
Library.  Charles James 
Box, Jr. is an American 
writer, and a native of 
Wyoming, who lives 
outside of Cheyenne 
with his wife and daugh-
ters.  His Joe Pickett  
Series has 12 novels. ��
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Eastern Library System is offering four $50 scholarships to ELS members 
 

 APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 

 AN EASTERN LIBRARY SYSTEM SCHOLARSHIP 

 

NAME__________________________________________________ 

 

LIBRARY________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________________ 

 

CITY______________________ZIP______PHONE________________ 

 

EMAIL___________________________________________________ 

 

LIBRARY POSITON HELD__________________________________ 

 

PROGRAM YOU WISH TO ATTEND  (include date, location and sponsor) 

 

APPROXIMATE TOTAL COST OF EVENT $_______________________ 

 

BREIFLY EXPLAIN HOW THIS PROGRAM WILL BENEFIT EITHER YOU OR YOUR LIBRARY: 

(attach a separate sheet, NOT hand-written) 

 

I understand that I will be notified of acceptance or denial before the event.  Scholarship monies will be awarded following my 
attendance at the continuing education event and that I must fill out and return a short article about the event with two months. 

 

Signature of Applicant__________________________________ 

Date__________________ 

Return completed form at least three weeks before the event to: 

Eastern Library System 

11929 Elm Street, Suite 18 

Omaha, NE 68144 

Fax: 402-330-1859 
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Summer Reading Was a 
Blast (but I'm glad it's over) 
Bellevue Public Library 
For the last three summers we have partnered with 
a Bellevue summer school class that concentrates 
on doing community service projects. Each year we 
send them transparencies of the artwork from the 
CSRP CD and the kids get to work painting these 
wonderful posters which then decorate the area 
around our Storytime/Program room! When the 
pictures are ready to be delivered we invite the stu-
dent artists and teachers to a simple reception at the 
library. We look over the paintings, take some pic-
tures, serve cookies and juice and thank them pro-
fusely! 
 
We started a new program this summer called Park 
and Read. During June and July Tammy or I visited 5 
Bellevue city parks and presented a family storytime. 
Families were encouraged to bring a picnic lunch or sup-
per for these noon and 6 PM programs. They could also 
bring folding chairs or blankets. All the children received 
a small prize (book, wind-up toy, stickers, pencils, etc.) 
We usually read 3-4 books depending on their length. 
Many families then stayed after to enjoy the park's play-
ground. Along with having the info in our monthly calen-
dar, we also had yard signs made (like campaign signs) 
that were displayed in the park about a week beforehand.  

We invited Sarpy/Cass Department of Health and Well-
ness to give a (FREE!) program on Bike Safety which 
included a "jello brain" and a drawing for free bike hel-
mets for some in our audience. We combined this with a 
visit from some of our police officers who brought a 
squad car, motorcycles, and freebies! 
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Take a roomful of children and parents, 12 teen volunteers, 6 large pizzas, 3 cameras, and 50 stuffed animals and what 
do you get? (besides a slight headache)? Stuffed Animal Sleepover! This program idea, borrowed from Lindsey Tomsu, 
was massively successful! Parents and kids - and their stuffed 
animals - gathered on a Friday afternoon for a 1-hour program 
that included a couple stories about stuffed animals, as well as 
songs, a chance to make a personalized beaded bracelet or neck-
lace for their stuffed friend, and refreshments. The stuffed ani-
mals were then left behind for the night, giving the teens a chance 
to pose the animals doing activities in the library (eating pizza, 
playing Chutes and Ladders, climbing bookshelves, playing hide 
and seek, having a bedtime snack and story, and bedding down 
for the night.) Pictures were taken of each pose, then the pictures 
were developed (yea! for 1-hour processing) and then assembled 
into personalized "scrapbooks" which were then sent home with 
each stuffed animal when they were picked up the next day. No 
actual sleepover occurred - teens and Children's staff were all 
home before 9 PM! 

Parents and kids are already asking us when we will be doing it 
again!! 
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EASTERN LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD  

MINUTES 
AUGUST 10, 2012; 9:30 A.M. 

John A. Stahl Library, West Point 
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Youth Services Retreat 2012 

We learned a lot…….and had a 
lot of fun 

YA Literature with Bridge Kratt, 
UNO�  

 � Marvel Maring, UNO, taught us how 
to make a pop-up book (or a reasonable 
facsimile) 

 

Sally Snyder's book  
reviews are always  
a hit��

�

�

� Sarah English, Omaha  
Public Library, presented 
"Every Child Ready to  
Read" 

Amy Mather, Omaha Public Library 
peeked our interest in "Pinterest"�  

Brad Hruska,  
Columbus Public 
Library was very 
patient while 
teaching us how 
to make balloon 
animals. 


