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5:50 a.m. - The alarm goes off. | am not a morning person, so it takes
me a while and a big cup of homemade iced coffee before I'm ready to go.

7:20 a.m. - Leave home with my 1st grade son in tow. Though we live in Omaha, | work in Blair and
my son attends elementary school three blocks away from my intermediate school. We get the
benefits of both worlds the “big” city and the small town and I love that little perk.

8 a.m. - After dropping my son off, | walk into my building. | used to be one of those people that
loved to get to work a good 15-20 minutes early, but as any parent will tell you, things change!
Usually | get hit with several things when | walk in the door. Perhaps a computer isn’t working right
or a teacher needs to know how to do something. Maybe the copy machine or laminator needs to
be changed. Chess club needs to be covered or | need to work out some details of a project,
There is always too much to get done.

8:15 a.m. - The bell rings and students flood the halls. | often take the next ten minutes to visit with
the teachers while we supervise the morning hallway activity, but there are plenty of times when |
am trying to move a projector somewhere, figure out who signed up for the cart, the lab, or the li-
brary and where I'm supposed to be teaching that day. Students head to the classrooms at 8:25,
and | wrap up those morning details | needed to get done.

8:40 - | head to my first 5th grade class. For this school year, | have a fairly set schedule. Though |
sometimes yearn for more flexible scheduling that would allow me to go into classrooms and team
teach to incorporate research and tech skills into projects authentically, | also grasp the time | have
with the students and refuse to let go. | am lucky enough to say that | teach every class once every
four days for 33 minutes at a time. My building has two grade levels with usually eight sections in
each grade, 4th and 5th (a unique set up for a school). We have all the 4th and 5th graders in the
district, about 375 kids this year. It's like a younger middle school, and it affords me the chance to
have a great impact on their learning and cover things that might get missed if it was only up to the
classroom teacher to have me come in. | share my block of “specials” time with our school coun-
selor. 1 get the students for 33 minutes and he gets them for 33 minutes. We do like to chunk our
times though, so we each get blocks of time to do our other tasks.

9:15 - The students have transitioned to their next special (they get two a day), and | can work on
any number of tasks | have on my list. Planning book fair, attending technology meetings, fixing
computers, updating iPad carts, pulling book boxes, weeding the library, cataloging the “difficult”
books, etc. | usually need to take a break around 9:45 when there is a slight break in the students
schedules and the library typically gets flooded with kids checking out books, taking Accelerated
Reader quizzes, and getting laptops or iPads to use for our iXL math website or other work.



10:33 - | pick up a new group of 5th grade students from Guidance and have class with them.
Some times we have class in the lab, some times we go to the library. As much as | love my library
and that it is the center hub of the school, it is the center hub of the school...and can often be too
distracting for the kids to have as a true classroom. | am responsible for the research curriculum,
library skills curriculum, genres, keyboard, and technology skills. It's a big mound to tackle and can
be daunting when | feel the time slipping away and that I'm not covering everything | need to cover.

11:10 - After handing the students over to their teacher, | head back to the library. If | am lucky, |
have a volunteer helping to check out books over the lunch hour and I can take 20 minutes to go fix
a computer or work on other things. If I am not as lucky, | spend the next 20 minutes checking in
and out laptops or iPads for students who haven't gotten their Math work done. If all goes well, |
get to lunch at 11:30...but it usually ends up being 11:35.

11:35 - I sit down and eat lunch. | usually prefer to eat lunch in the lounge and not work during
lunch. 1 am a social person and like to network with my staff.

12:00 - | head to lunch duty in the cafeteria. Though some days | would prefer the quiet of the hall,
| get to see and learn a lot about the kids during lunch duty. I really enjoy the time | have in there
with them, though some days my ears don’t! | also love my staff and get to have duty with good
people.

12:30 - | head back to the library to troubleshoot things, catalog, work on the growing pile of genre
tests, create handouts, make lesson plans, update the webpage...generally do what teacher librari-
ans do.

1:23 - My first 4th grade class heads in from Guidance. | have back to back classes in the after-
noon. We have to combat the noise of the 5th graders going out to afternoon recess, but we usu-
ally make it through.

1:55 - | return the students to their teacher and | get a ten minute break before the next class.
2:05 - One more class. By this point in the day, we are fighting fatigue. (The students and me!)
2:37 - They head off to my counselor and | can wrap up a few things for the day.

3:14 - The first dismissal bell rings. Some days, | have duty outside helping with the car line and
pick up. Others | work in my office or help those last minute students in the library. After school,
my son joins me around 3:30 and does a great job of being entertained on his own while | work.
We head out the door around 4:00 p.m., my days of staying hours late after school much more diffi-
cult when | have a 7-year-old with me.

We typically get home around 4:45 p.m. Perhaps | get to squeeze in something fun with my son,
but there are education classes that | teach to prepare for, presentations to create, administration
classes to take, and my obsession of digital scrapbooking. The evening hours go even quicker than
the day does!
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L-R Sara Powell (member of the Mayor's Commissiaige,
Gordon, Tammy, Lupe, Mayor Rita Sanders

Bellevue Library's Youth Programs and Services wins
Pat Kelly Award
The Mayor's Commission on Drug Education and Preven

& tion is pleased to announce that the Bellevue B
& & 4+ brary Youth Programs and Services is this yearnses
) - 5 B of the Pat Kelly Award. This annual award was hanhde
L PR out at the annual Drug Free Breakfast hosted bpthg
& & ' Commission at the Bellevue Public Schools Lied Atti

Center. Children’s Librarians Alice Boeckman, Tammy
Henry and Teen Librarian, Gordon Wyant joined Lrgra

) Pt Director, Lupe Mier in accepting the award. The Relly
’ & #AAG Award has been given out every year at this bresakfa
since 1990 to honor an organization or individubbvihas
+ L H been instrumental in helping the youth of the Belte
Community promote a drug free lifestyle or offerimasi-
tive alternatives for our young people.
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While all sessions at the conference may be helpful and of interest for school librarians, the follow-
ing ones may be of particular interest to them and can be downloaded at:
http://www.mpla.us/documents/handouts/2012/.

The Embedded School Librarian  — Presenter, Sara Kelley-Maude

Embedded Librarianship — Discover how to move beyond the physical walls of the library, both vir-
tually and physically, in order to make connections between students and teachers in our schools
and between resources, information, and people inside and outside of the school.

Budget Building - Presenter, Courtney Pentland

This session presents a variety of strategies in which libraries can add to their budget through do-
nations, grants, contests, bookfairs, etc. The session outlines the steps | have taken to add about
$11,000 in additional funding to our school library budget in the last 3 years from outside sources.

17 Things to Soak Up —Presenter, Carrie Turner

The Nebraska Library Commission has "23 Things", a web 2.0 experience for librarians, but how
do you get teachers involved in something like this? At our high school, we developed a shorter
program tailored to the needs of teachers. Our "Things" helped them discover new classroom tools
and places to look for professional growth.

Do It Yourself Signage - Presenter, Gail Santy

Merely adequate signage identifies the resources in your library and tells people what they can
and can't do. Great signage communicates your competence, understanding, and care for the peo-
ple using your library. Join Gail Santy as she leads you through deciphering what constitutes a
good sign and how to send the right message to your patrons. Gail will wrap up the session with
practical, affordable ideas for do-it-yourself signs on a very low budget and pass around actual
signs.

ePublication - Presenters, Carrie Turner, Sara Churchill
Discussion & demonstration of the various types of programs available for epublishing student
work.

Dig Into Reading: Titles for the 2013 Summer Readin g Program - Presenter Sally Snyder
Listen to brief book talks of new titles pertaining to the 2013 Summer Reading Program
themes: "Dig Into Reading" (children's theme) and "Beneath the Surface" (teen theme).

Titles for preschoolers through teens will be included.

There's an App for That 2 — Presenters, Melody Kenney, Heide Clarke
Want to catch up on the latest in book apps and other fun educational apps?




Learning4Life: Motivation and Engagement Infusion! —Presenter, Dr. Sherry Crow, Judy
Henning, Angie Richeson

Motivation and engagement are key to student learning and success. In this session, presenters
will share ways to utilize the inquiry process to foster intrinsic motivation and student engagement.
Ideas will be given to integrate the AASL Standards for the 21st- Century Learner into a standards-
based curriculum. Participants will learn how to access the AASL Standards for the 21st-Century
Learner Lesson Plan Database and leave with technology-rich, high quality, collaborative 21st
Century lesson plans for authentic P-12 classroom activities and projects.

Simplifying Social Bookmarking  — Presenters, Wendy Grojean, Tiffany Frost

We will provide an overview and definition of social bookmarking and compare the positives and
negatives of popular social bookmarking sites. We will then narrow our focus to the two most ef-
fective sites for educational purposes. We will highlight the professional development implications
and benefits that social bookmarking offers for all librarians and teachers. We will also explore how
these sites can be utilized by secondary students doing research.

Size Doesn't Matter: Use Responsive Designto Fit O n Any Screen - Presenter, Roy Degler
From smartphones to tablets, our patrons are accessing our sites from a large variety of devices.
Is your website ready? Learn how to design and build an appealing functional website that re-
sponds and adapts to the patron's demands.

Interactive Media-On Demand — Presenters, Sandy White, Susan Sandoval, Melissa Engel
ESUs are bringing K-12 schools a new media-on-demand service - streaming video, audio, and
support materials for web-based learning in an online collaborative environment! Content is corre-
lated to state standards and 21st century learning initiatives and can be adapted to meet the
needs of local districts and individual teachers.

Google Apps You Can't Live Without — Presenters, Ann Feldmann, Brent Catlett, Jenny
Krzystowczyk

Participants will learn how to use Google Calendar, Forms, and Docs. These must have
tools will make any media specialist's life so much better. Come learn tips and tricks

from Google Certified Trainers.

Re-Organizing the School Library — Presenters, Courtney Pentland, Kim Gangwish, Kim
McCain

We will discuss various library reorganization projects in three high school libraries.

Kim Gangwish will discuss fiction genre categorization in the Bellevue High School
libraries. Kim McCain will discuss the non-fiction categorization for Tri-County School's
library. Courtney Pentland will discuss the fiction and non-fiction categorization at

Omaha Burke High School.

Best New Children's Books of 2012  — Presenter, Sally Snyder
Brief book talks of new titles that could be good additions to your library's collection. Titles for pre-
school through elementary school will be included.

Best New Teen Books of 2012 - Presenter, Sally Snyder
Brief book talks of new titles that could be good additions to your library's collection. Titles for
younger and older teens will be included.
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