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Week of Weeding

The week of weeding conducted January 9-13 had amazing results!
Eight school and eleven public libraries participated and a total of
5,393 items were weeded. Many participants noted that this is just
a start and they will continue to finish weeding their collections.

The winner of the Kindle e-reader is Bev Gustafson from Lexington
Middle School Library. Congratulations!

A few of the items weeded include:

e 1946 Physics book

1898 copy of Snowbound

1916 copy of Evangeline

A number of books from the 1880-1890’s
Videos

Cassette audio books

British Authors before 1800

Many of the things weeded were old and musty smelling and had
not been checked out in forty+ years.

Keep up the good work! Remember that | am always available to
help with weeding projects.




Big Talk From Small Libraries
February 28, 2012
8:45 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. (CT)
Register at: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?Progld=11051

We've been listening! A comment we’ve heard pretty often is that so many presentations at confer-
ences seem to be by and for librarians from larger libraries. Well, Big Talk From Small Libraries will
change that.

This free one-day online conference is aimed at librarians from small libraries; the smaller the better.
Each of our speakers is from a small library or directly works with small libraries.

Topics range from technology (new tech and old tech) to programming to partnering with your commu-
nity. This eight-hour event means eight topics with nine speakers. Come for the programs on what
you’re dealing with now or maybe try something new.

Everyone is welcome to register and attend, regardless of how big or small their library is, but if your
library serves a few thousand people, or a few hundred, this is the day for you.

Big Talk From Small Libraries will be broadcast online using the GoToWebinar online meeting service.
GoToWebinar login instructions will be e-mailed to registered attendees the day before the confer-

ence. Please see the NLC Online Sessions webpage for detailed information about GoToWebinar, in-
cluding system requirements and firewall configuration. GoToWebinar works on PCs, Macs and iPads.

This conference was organized and is hosted by Michael Sauers and Laura Johnson of the Nebraska
Library Commission and is co-sponsored by the Association for Rural & Small Libraries and Library
Renewal.



Even though it's cold outside, summer is not as far off as you think! Pre-
pare to make your Summer Qe.adir(lﬂ Program a success by joining us for
this workshop, Friday March 9, 2012. Discover ways to use this year's
slogan and provide fun activities for all ages.

Morning Session:

Sally Snyder, Nebraska Library Commission will share book reviews of
books you can use in your Summer Reading Program.

Lunch: Included in the registration fee

Afternoon Session:

Jody Crocker, McCook Public Library will present ideas to help make
your summer reading program a success.

Summer Reading Workshop

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Friday March 9, 2012

Oconto Public Library, Oconto NE




ALA Youth Media Awards

John Newbery Medal:

Award: Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
Honor:

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Breaking Stalin’s Nose illustrated & written
by Eugene Yelchin

Caldecott Medal:

Award: A Ball for Daisy illustrated & written
by Chris Raschka

Honor:

Blackout illustrated & written by John Rocco
Grandpa Green illustrated & written by Lane
Smith

Me...Jane illustrated & written by Patrick
McDonnell

Theodor Seuss Geisel Award:

Award: Tales for Very Picky Eaters by Josh
Schneider

Honor:

| Broke My Trunk by Moe Willems

| Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen

See Me Run by Paul Meisel

Robert F. Sibert Medal:

Award: Balloons Over Broadway: The True
Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade
written & illustrated by Melissa Sweet

Honor:

Black & White: The Confrontation of Rever-
end Fred L. Shuttlesworth and Eugene “Bull”
Connor by Larry Dane Brimner

Drawing From Memory written & illustrated
by Allen Say

The Elephant Scientist by Caitlin O’Connell
and Donna M. Jackson

Witches!. The Absolutely True Tale of Disas-
ter by Rosalyn Schanzer

Mildred L. Batchelder Award
Award: Soldier Bear by Bibi Dumon Tak
Honor: The Lily Pond by Annika Thor

Pura Belpré Award:
lllus. Award: Diego Rivera: His World and
Ours Iillustrated & written by Duncan Tona-

tiuh

Honor:

The Cazuela that the Farm Maiden Stirred by
Samantha R. Vamos

Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Matchl Marisol
McDonald no Combina illustrated by Sara
Palacios and written by Monica Brown

Author Award: Under the Mesquite by Gua-
dalupe Garcia McCall

Honor:

Maximilian and the Mystery of the Guardian
Angel: A Bilingual Lucha Libre Thriller written
and illustrated by Xavier Garza

Hurricane dancers: the first Caribbean Pirate
Shipwreck by Margarita Engle

Margaret A. Edwards Award: (Significant
and lasting contribution to Young Adult litera-
ture.)

Susan Cooper

Honor: Kadir Nelson for Heart & Soul

(illustrator and author)
Author Award:
Award: Kadir Nelson for Heart and Soul

Eloise Greenfield for The Great Migration:
Journey to the North
Patricia C. McKissack for Never Forgotten

Micheal L. Printz Award:

Award: Where Things Come Back by John
Corey Whaley

Honor:

Why We Broke Up by Daniel Handler

The Returning by Christine Hinwood
Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater




Meridian Library System
Board Meeting Minutes
Gibbon Public Library
January 26, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: President Sherry Crow
called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.

ROLL CALL: Kristi Hagstrom, Sherry
Crow, Linda Nickel, Debra Moninger,
Janet Wilke, Christine Walsh, and Laurie
Yocum were present. Charlotte Rasmus-
sen joined the group at 11:40 a.m. Also
present were System Director Sharon
Osenga and Sally Snyder from the Ne-
braska Library Commission.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Approved as
submitted.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:
Laurie Yocum moved and Kristi Hagstrom
seconded to approve previous minutes.
Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE: There was no cor-
respondence.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Sharon re-
viewed the budget to date and bills
through the end of December. We are on
target with spending so far this fiscal year.
Kristi Hagstrom moved and Debra Mon-
inger seconded to approve the bills
through December 31, 2011. Motion
passed unanimously by voice vote.

NLC REPORT: Sally Snyder handed out

a written report from NLC. Sally asked for
suggestions for “One Book for Nebraska’s
Kids” for young adults.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Sharon reviewed
her written report. There was some dis-
cussion over the Non-Fiction Survey re-
sults. Sharon and Sally will bring the mat-

ter up at the next quarterly meeting with
NLC.

The Week of Weeding was very success-
ful.

Audit: Laurie Yocum moved and Janet
Wilke seconded to approve the Financial
Review for FY 2010-2011. Motion carried
unanimously via voice vote.

Policies & Procedures: The changes were
very minor. Debra Moninger moved and
Kristi Hagstrom seconded to approve the
changes to the Policies and Procedures.
Motion passed unanimously.

Annual Meeting: The decision was made
to hold the meeting in June or early July at
the Kearney Public Library. Christie Walsh
will provide a tour of the new library.
Sharon will work with Christie on choosing
a Nebraska Humanities Council Program
that we will open up to the public for atten-
dance.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will
be in April via phone conference call.
Sharon will contact the board with possi-
ble dates.

ADJOURNMENT: Christie Walsh moved
and Janet Wilke seconded that the meet-
ing be adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Nickel
Secretary/Treasurer

The cutting machines are available for
borrowing from May-December this year.
Contact the System Office to sign up.




On the next two pages are the results of the non-fiction survey that we conducted this Fall:

Do you still buy print non-fiction for K-37

Other responses:
2N/A

Yes they still buy print non-fiction but does not have a set percentage.
Yes. . . Kids this age love non-fiction.

Do you still buy print non-fiction for 4-67

N1-10%
m11-20%
20-30%

Other Responses:

NA

Yes! Idon’t have a set percentage

Yes . . . we actually buy a lot of non-fiction for kids K-8. You have to know what you're doing and select
interesting ones. We actually give the kids in-put and ask them what they want . . . because there is a difference
what an adult perceives as a good book and what the kids will actually read.



Do you still buy non-fiction for teens?

W1-10%
W11-20%
120-30%

Other Responses:

We don't break it down into teen non-fiction.

Yes, teen non-fiction is incorporated with adults.

3 N/A (two indicate they are a K-6 library)

2 No

Not as many . . . they are into the latest fad . . .most kids that age will do anything not to read.

Do you still buy print non-fiction for adults?

N1-10%
N11-20%
" 20-30%

Other Responses:

8 N/A —(K-12 School or K-6 Schools)

No . . . most are donated. Certain kinds of people like bio’s . . . but they are few and far between. They do like
non-fiction about Nebraska and the west (with some fiction in it)

3—-No

Yes. We actively purchase adult non-fiction. Fiction and Non-fiction budgets are equal in our budget. Of our total
materials budget 25% is spent on adult NF and print Reference materials. The adult circulating NF accounts for
16% of the total library budget. Additionally there are NF databases and AV materials purchased as well but non
included in the amounts above. Include in all purchasing are patron driven requests for materials regardless of
Fict or NF collection. (25% is figured in the graph but the full response is here)



Save the date:

You are cordially invited to a book reading and
signing event hosted by the Calvin T. Ryan Li-
brary at the University of Nebraska, Kearney.

Preston McDaniels will read from his work, an-
swer questions, and sign books.

When: March 8, 2012; 7:00 p.m.
Where: University of Nebraska at Kearney’s
Calvin T. Ryan Library

Preston McDaniels, juvenile literature illustrator,
author, and Kearney native son, will return to
Kearney for this book reading and several other
events (an exhibit of his work will be hung at
MONA, he will be giving a talk to Teacher Educa-
tion, English and Art students and faculty about
his creative process, and reading to the children
of the campus childcare center).

McDaniels has illustrated numerous books for
young readers. His work includes illustrating
work by Cynthia Rylant, a Newbery Award win-
ning author. Lighthouse Family, written by Rylant
and illustrated by McDaniels, was named a “Best
of the Year” selection by the International Asso-
ciation of Independent booksellers.

McDaniels has also illustrated Francis O’Roark

Dowell’s critically acclaimed and popular series

of Phineaus L. McGuire novels. Of additional in-
terest to Kearney readers is the source of the il-
lustrations, largely occurring in schools.

McDaniels attended Kearney’s Park Elementary
School. The illustrations in Phineaus L. McGuire
works were influenced by McDaniels’ experi-
ences at Park Elementary School.

His work has appeared on the L. A. Times Best-
seller list and his first self penned title, A Perfect
Snowman has been called “enchanting” and “[a]
tale to be passed on from generation to genera-
tion.”

Come to the library for this much anticipated
event. And while here, explore the wealth of in-
formation available to the public in the library’s
collections.

The Young Adult Round Table Spring Meeting
will be Saturday, April 14th from 1-4 pm at the
Gothenburg Public Library (with an optional lunch
at 12:00). Our theme for the meeting is collection
development. Be on the lookout for the flyer out
soon.

The workshop is sponsored by YART, Meridian
and Republican Valley Library Systems.

Public Library and Trustee Section
Spring Meetings
The dates and locations are:
Columbus, Monday, April 9, 2012
Scottsbluff, Wednesday, April 11, 2012
Hastings, Thursday, April 12, 2012

Plans include sessions on: Weeding Tips and
Tricks, Using the DHHS Website to Best Serve
Your Patrons, and Quick and Easy Strategic
Plans.

Program descriptions will be sent out soon, as
will registration instructions. So for now, just
SAVE THE DATE. Please make sure you inform
any of your board members and trustees that
don't receive email notifications.

E-Reader Information

The e-reader workshop in December was excel-
lent! Sara Aden from North Platte Public Library
did a great job demystifying e-readers and pre-
paring librarians for the questions that arise when
customers bring in e-Readers and want to learn
how to download onto the devices. In case you
were unable to attend the workshop, below is a
link to Sara’s slides:

http://www.slideshare.net/adensj/what-you-need-
to-know-about-todays-ebook-technology
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