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E-Readers Available for a Trial Run! 
 

The Regional Library Systems have received a Library  Improve-
ment Grant to purchase two e-readers apiece for loan to member 
libraries on a trial basis.  This will give librarians a chance to be-
come familiar with the technology without having to invest money 
from their budget.  Meridian Library System has purchased an Ama-
zon Kindle and a BeBook.  The Amazon Kindle only allows 
downloads of books from the Amazon site.  The BeBook can open 
files in the following formats: epub, pdf, txt, html, rtf, mobi, chm, pdb, 
jpg, png, gif, bmp, tiff and fb2. 
 
Each reader has books already loaded but librarians can feel free to 
load books of their own to test how it works. There are a number of 
sites that have free e-book downloads. Amazon’s Kindle site has a 
list of the top 100 free e-books available for download. 
 
If you are interested in trying out the e-books, contact the System 
Office. You will receive both readers so that you can compare and 
contrast their strengths and weaknesses.  The loan period will be 
three weeks.  You will be responsible for postage to the next site. 

Anything Can Happen in a Book! 
by: Korrie Miller, Arnold High School Senior  

 
 

First off the whole school would like to thank Meridian Library Sys-
tem and Sharon Osenga for setting up Cowgirl Peg Sundberg to 
come and talk to our school. Sharon set up the meeting with Mrs. 
Moninger, our librarian,  to have her come, so thank you so much 
for the great opportunity our school was allowed to have.  
 
If you haven’t heard about Cowgirl Peg then you’ll love what you’re 
about to learn. She grew up in Texas. When she was 5 years old 
her grandma gave her money to ride on a pony and she fell instantly 
in love with horses. That’s when she wanted her own horse. So she 
became a cowgirl along with all her friends.  

 



Peg and her friends  would ride around town to-
gether. Still to this day she has horses and loves 
to ride. She also takes in horses and dogs that 
need a good home. She is also a dog lover. She 
has 3 dogs named Muffin, Harley, and Jazmine 
(who has recently passed).  
Peg is very imaginative so the stories come very 
easy to her. She always had a dream to grow up 
and write stories that have meaning and lessons. 
About 9 years ago that dream came true. She 
started off with Lonesome The Lonely Horse, 
which was a true story.  At the end of Lonesome 
The Lonely Horse, there is a section for the young 
readers to suggest a new name for Lonesome 
since he isn’t Lonesome anymore. Names Arnold 
students picked included:  Handsome, Mike, 
Lucky, and even Loco from the weed Lonesome 
eats in the book.  
Jazmine is another true story, but the rest of 
Peg’s books are fiction. Both of these books 
(Lonesome and Jazmine) teach kids to listen to 
their mothers and to treat people with kindness.  
Peg gave advice to future writers too. She stated, 
“An author must always check his or her work. 
The first copy won’t be the final print either. As an 
author you rewrite your story multiple times until 
it’s perfect.”  
Arnold teachers stated that the writing emphasis 
really supported what they teach in class for the 
writing assessments and student treasure books.  
Peg read Lonesome The Lonely Horse, Jazmine, 
and Oaky-Doaky Oaky. She even had pictures of 
the real animals she based the books on to show 
us. All of the animals she has rescued have had  
long happy lives.  
Peg’s next  book that will be released in March 
and  is about a race with all the animals from the 
other books. The message to kids is how to eat 
healthy and get exercise.  
 
Editor’s note: Thanks to Korrie for sharing her arti-
cle with us. Over three days, Cowgirl Peg visited 
schools and public libraries in McCook, Arnold, 
Cozad, Ogallala and Sidney.  Over 900 children 
(and some adults) heard her message about kind-
ness to animals and the basics of writing a book.  
Below is an example of why we want to bring au-
thors and kids together: 

From Peg Sundberg: 
 
First, I truly enjoyed the trip to Nebraska schools 
along with meeting you.  Let me know if you have 
school contacts that might be interested in  fall 
visit, I love that area of the Midwest.  My dinner 
with the friends at Perkins on Wednesday night 
ended on such a positive note:  I overheard a little 
boy (about 9 years old, I would guess) telling his 
mother the complete story of Jazmine.  I was just 
discussing Jazmine's illnesses with my friends, 
then heard the little boy in the next booth.  So I 
stepped over to his table and introduced myself 
and he was so excited to meet "Cowgirl Peg" in 
person.  I visited with him and his mom for a few 
minutes, then returned to my seat, but could hear 
him reciting all 3 stories to his mother.  When they 
got ready to leave, his mom asked to take a photo 
of him with me, which we did, then she told me 
that he had never enjoyed reading books and she 
was amazed at his interest in these.  He had or-
dered a Jazmine book at the school, but now they 
plan to order the whole set.  When I returned to 
the hotel, I found the following email from him.  It's 
these kind of experiences that make my career as 
an author worth all the hard work.  Thought you 
might enjoy it.  
 
Hi Peg, 
My name is Blake.  I enjoyed hearing you talk 
about your animals and the books you wrote.  I 
can't wait to get my book about Jasmine when I 
get to school on Thursday.  I'm also going to love 
telling my classmates that I got my picture taken 
with you at Perkins. 
I'm going to ask my mom if she will let me order 
some of your other books.  I want your new one 
too.  My mom is a teacher so she is always telling 
me to read more.  After meeting you, I think I will. 
Blake, 3rd grader in Sidney 



Cozy Mystery Series 
 
I freely admit that I love to read cozy mysteries, 
especially after a long day.  It’s lighthearted fun to 
sit down with an amateur detective as they get 
involved with innumerable murders (usually in a 
small town) and manage to wrangle all kinds of 
classified information from law enforcement pro-
fessionals in order to solve the crime before the 
pros do!   
 
Below is a short list of some of my favorite cozy 
series.  If you have cozy mystery lovers, you 
might want to check out purchasing some of 
these. 
 
Jennie Bentley – Do-It-Yourself Home Renovation 
Series 
 
Krista Davis –  Domestic Diva Series 
 
Lorna Barrett – Booktown Series 
 
Claudia Bishop – Hemlock Falls Series 
 
Amanda Lee – Embroidery Series 
 
Nancy Atherton – Aunt Dimity Series 
 
Miranda James – Cat in the Stack Series 
 
G.A. McKevett – Savannah Reid Series 
 
Rebecca Kent – Bellehaven House Series 
 
Kate Kingsbury – Pennyfoot Hotel Series and the 
Manor House Series 
 
Victoria Thompson – Gaslight Series 
 
Jane Cleland –  Josie Prescott Antiques Series 
 
Barbara Allen— Trash ‘n Treasures Series 
 
Lea Wait—Antique Print Series 
 
B.B. Haywood—Candy Holloway Series 

Children’s Area Decorating Idea 
 
Need to spruce up your children’s area?  Here is 
a great idea from a new mystery that I read last 
week: Sew Deadly by Elizabeth Lynn Casey.  In 
this book, new library director Tori Sinclair de-
cides the children need their own special place. 
Using an old storage room, she has the children 
themselves draw pictures of their favorite scenes 
from books: castles, Laura Ingallls Wilder’s prairie 
home, etc.  Then, having their permission to use 
the pictures, and using an overhead, Tori  
enlarges and transfers the images to the walls of 
the room and they are then painted.  This gives 
the children a buy-in to their space and also 
avoids breaking copyright law.  Tori has the local 
sewing club make dress-up clothes for the chil-
dren to use and a local handyman builds a small 
stage in one corner.  I love this idea!  Even if you 
don’t have a separate room, murals could be cre-
ated and a dress-up trunk provided.  As we all 
know, instilling a love of reading in a child will 
stick with them for their entire lives.  I challenge 
you to look at your library with fresh eyes and 
brainstorm some new ways to make it inviting to 
all (not just children!) 
 

 

 





 



Spring into Books:  
Terrific New Titles for Youth 
Booklist Webinar 2/22/11 
 
Macmillan Children’s Publishing  
 
Underground by Shane Evans 
Won Ton: A Cat Tale Told in Haiku by Lee Ward-
law 
Cloudette by Tom Lichenheld 
Shout! Shout It Out! By Denise Fleming 
Meet the Dogs of Bedlam Farm by John Katz 
Suryia and Roscoe by Dr. Bhagavean Antle 
withThea Feldman 
Tyrannosaurus Dad by Liz Rosenberg 
Tumford the Terrible by Nancy Tillman 
Three Strikes for Rotten Ralph by Jan Gantos  
Piper Reed, Rodeo Star by Kimberly Willis Holt 
Bad Kitty Meets the Baby by Nick Bruel 
The Children of the Lost byt david Whitney 
Zita the Spacegirl by Ben Hatke 
Shimmer by Alyson Noel 
Angel in My Pocket by Ileen Cooper 
Lemonade by Bob Raczka 
Hidden by Helen Frost 
The Girl who Circumnavigated Fairyland by 
Catherynne Walente 
The Midnight Gate by Helen Stringer 
Wild Life by Cynthia DeFelice 
Astronaut Academy: Zero Gravity by David Ro-
man 
Claudette Colvin by Phillip Hoose 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline 
Kelly 
The Small Adventure of Popeye and Elvis by 
Barbara O’Connor 
My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Holt 
The Bone Magician by F.E. Higgins 
The Secret of Zoom by Lynne Jonell 
The Celestial Globe by Marie Rutkoski 
The Time Pirate by Ted Bell 
Killer Pizza by Greg Taylor 
Everything for a Dog by Ann M. Martin 
 
Holiday House  
 
Spring is Here! By Will Hillenbrand 
New Red Bike! By James E Ransome 
The Croaky Pokey! By Ethan Long 
Dog in Boots by Greg Gormley 

In Like a Lion by Marion Dane Bauer 
Out Like a Lamb by Marion Dane Bauer 
The Little Plant Doctor: A Story about George 
Washington Carver by Jean Marzollo 
Gorillas by Gail Gibbons 
Happy Endings: A Story About Suffixes by Robin 
Pulver 
I Am the Book by Lee Bennett Hopkins 
April Fool, Phyllis! By Susanna Leonard Hill 
Roscoe and the Pelican Rescue by Lynn Rowe 
Reed 
Ben Franklin: His Wit and Wisdom from A-Z by 
Alan Schroeder 
Basketball Belles: How Two Teams and Once 
Scrappy Player Put Women’s Hoops on the Map 
by Sue Macy 
 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
 
The Loud Book by Deborah Underwood 
Queen of the Falls by Chris Van Allsburg 
Tallulah’s Tutu by Marilyn Singer  
The Little Red Pen by Janet Stevens and Susan 
Stevens Crummel 
Bless This Mouse by Lois Lowry 
The Lemonade Crime by Jaqueline Davies 
Okay For Now by Gary D Schmidt 
Those That Wake by Jesse Karp 
Lost Voices by Sarah Porter 
Awaken by Katie Kacvinsky 
 
Annick Press Titles 
 
Africans Thought of It by Gathseba Opini and 
Richard Lee 
The Never-Weres by Fiona Smyth 
50 Poisonous Questions:  A Book with Bite by 
Tanya Lloyd Kyi 
A Sword in Her Hand by Jean-Claude van Rii-
jckeghem and Pat van Beirs 
Dead Time/Shelter  by Christy Ann Conlin and 
Jen Sookfong Lee 
Held by Edeet Ravels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  





 



Great job to all of you that voted 
for Ainsworth, NE throughout the 
duration in the "We Hear  
You America" Reader's Digest 
Sweepstakes.  Thanks to your 
support and enthusiasm Ains-
worth finished in the top five, 
making us eligible for part of $5 
million.  The $10,000 in prize 
money will go towards the Ains-
worth Public Library addition and 
to the swimming pool.  The fol-
lowing teams finished in the top 
five places in the contest:  
    Grand Marais, Michigan 
 1,281,724  
    Fairbury, Illinois 1,184.370  
    Genoa, Nebraska  643,967  
    Albion, Michigan   642,616  
    Ainsworth, Nebraska  612,293  
  
Reader's Digest will be in Ains-
worth on April 8th to present the 
check.  Ainsworth will also be  
featured in the May issue of the 
magazine.  
   
Gail Irwin , Director 
Ainsworth Public Library 

 
 
Reminder:  scholarships are 
available to all LIS stu-
dents, no matter whether 
you are part-time or full-
time? Details are available 
at:  
http://ww.nlc.state.ne.us/
NowHiring/
Scholarships.asp.  
 
 



 



GREAT NORTHERN BOOK COMPANY 
CHOOSES THE BEST IN K-12 LITERA-

TURE – SPRING 2011 
 
(from a session at the MLA/MPLA Confer-
ence in Billings, April 2011) 
 
Grades K-3: 
 
Arbus by Michelle Knudsen 
B is for Blue Planet by Ruth Strother 
Before You Came by Maggie Kneen 
Fairy Alphabet by Fanny Y. Cory 
Goldie and the Three Hares by Margie 
Palatini 
Hockey Hero by Zachary Hyman 
Larue Across America: Postcards from the 
Vacation by Mark Teague 
Little Red Pen by Janet Stevens 
Loopy Coop Hens by Janet Margan 
Stoeke 
Mama, Why? By Karma Wilson 
Me.. Jane by Patrick McDonnell 
Miss Dorothy and Her Bookmobile by Glo-
ria Houston 
Painter and Ugly by Robert J Blake 
Ponyella by Lauar Numeroff and Nate Ev-
ans 
Rain Brings Frogs: Little Book of Hope by 
Maryann Cocca-Leffler 
Red Wagon by Renata Liwskika 
 
Grades 4+: 
 
Across the Universe by Beth Revis 
Beyonders #1: World Without Heroes by 
Brandon Mull 
Close to Famous by Joan Bauer 
Emerald Atlas by John Stephens 
Liar, Liar by Gary Paulsen 
Little Joe by Sandra Neil Wallace 
Matched by Ally Condie 
No Passengers Beyond this Point by Gen-
nifer Choldenko 
Okay for Now by Gary D Schmidt 

Phantoms in the Snow by Kathleen 
Benner Duble 
Reinvention of Bessica Lefter by Kristen 
Tracy 
Running Dream by Wendelin Van 
Draanen 
Secret Journeys of Jack London: The Wild 
by Christopher Golden and Tim Lebbon 
Storm Runners by Roland Smith 
Take Me to the River by Will Hobbs 
Trash by Andy Mulligan 
Tugg and Teeny by  J. Patrick Lewis 
Unearthly by Cynthia Hand 
Will at the Battle of Gettysburg 1863 by 
Laurie Calkhoven 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring in Billings for the MLA/MPLA Con-
ference brought snow to the high country!  
System directors Kathy Tooker, Brenda 
Ealey and Sharon Osenga took a half-day 
tour of Red Lodge and the surrounding 
mountains.  We lucked out in visiting the 
local book store in Red Lodge. Author 
Susan Resnick  spoke about her book  
Goodbye Wifes and Daughters, a runner-
up for this year’s Montana Book Award. It 
was a great end to our conference! 
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