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The following is an update from a 1996 column: 
 
Shar-ing: 
 
As we enter the holiday season, it’s time to assess what we accom-
plished this past year and make plans for the next.  Need some sug-
gestions: 
 
 Weed a part of your collection (see enclosed flyer for Week of 

Weeding in January). 
 Read at least one professional journal a month. 
 Network with another community agency. 
 Provide a program for each of the following age groups: 
 Children, teens, adults, senior adults 
 Join a professional organization. 
 Attend a professional conference. 
 Attend at least three continuing education events (many of these 

are online now so check out the list Laura Johnson from NLC 
posts each month). 

 Provide a new service.  (examples: e-readers, Overdrive 
downloads, service to homebound) 

 
It’s easy to keep doing the same things year after year...but are you 
really providing the services that your community needs and wants 
TODAY?  If you haven’t done a strategic plan recently, including in-
put from the community, then you may not be using your time and 
money to the best advantage. 
 
Your system director is here to help with all of these things. I can 
visit and help you begin a strategic plan, help with weeding, help 
with reorganizing the library or give programming suggestions.  The 
system and the Nebraska Library Commission have professional 
materials you may borrow, addresses for professional organizations  
you may be interested in joining and provide continuing education 
workshops throughout the year. 
 
Please feel free to call or e-mail and take advantage of all that we 
offer! 
 
   Happy Holidays! 
    
     Sharon 

 



FLIP CAMERAS FOR LOAN 
 
The System has received six flip cameras 
from Cisco through the Tech Soup dona-
tion program.  With Flip Video cameras, 
you can take up to one hour of high-
quality digital, high-definition video any-
where. These lightweight, pocket-sized 
cameras are ideal for documenting or 
sharing your organization's work in action. 
With one-button operation and flip-out 
USB arm, even staff or volunteers with lit-
tle technical knowledge can record, edit, 
and upload video to the web.  
 
To borrow cameras, contact the System 
Office.  (These would be great for kids or 
adults to record book reviews that could 
be posted to your library website!) 
 
 
 
 
 

Libraries in Crisis 
 
In a new Huffington Post series called Li-
braries In Crisis, they will be looking at 
how today's libraries are about more than 
books. They show how libraries can be a 
community resource where reliable infor-
mation and guidance is provided, free of 
bias and commercial influence. 
 
This occasional series will look at the eco-
nomic reasons for the current situation, 
and its consequences throughout the 
country. It will showcase models for library 
evolution, and hear from prominent voices 
about what makes a viable and vital library 
system.  
 
Three excellent articles have been posted 
to date. Follow the discussion at: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/
libraries-in-crisis 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
 

Good news for those of you who attended 
the Boot Camp Training this fall—you will 
already  have a copy of my book of the 
month:  Without a Net; Librarians Bridging 
the Digital Divide by Jessamyn C. West.  
 
This book covers the basics of what li-
brarians can do to do technology training.  
Chapters on the basics, e-mail, what is the 
internet and office software de-mystify 
these things.  Ms. West also includes 
handy checklist and links to handouts that 
she has developed for her libraries.   
 
Useful for all libraries but in particular 
those libraries with new computer equip-
ment from the Broadband grant. 
 
If you don’t have a copy of the book, you  
may borrow it from the System Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Word: the Publisher/Librarian 
Connection is  providing downloadable 
spreadsheets, collating all the selections, 
with ISBNs and information on additional 
formats for the Best Books for Children/YA 
of the year.  . This year, they are also add-
ing information on additional formats. Ver-
sion Three of the Children’s Best Books 
spreadsheet is up now. They add to it as 
new lists arrive and will begin compiling 
the adult titles soon. 
 
The link for the list may be found at: 
  
http://www.earlyword.com/category/
childrens-and-ya/ 
 
 



 
 
 



Young Readers Invited to Enter 
 Letters about Literature Contest 

 
Young readers in grades 4 - 12 are invited 
to write a personal letter to an author for 
Letters about Literature (LAL), a na-
tional reading and writing promotion pro-
gram. The letter can be to any author 
(living or dead) from any genre—fiction or 
nonfiction, contemporary or classic—
explaining how that author’s work changed 
the student’s view of the world. This read-
ing and writing promotion is sponsored by 
the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress, in partnership with Target. In 
Nebraska, Letters about Literature is spon-
sored by the Nebraska Center for the 
Book and Nebraska Library Commission. 
LAL awards prizes on both the state and 
national levels. The Nebraska Center for 
the Book has its own par for the Book in 
the Library of Congress will select six Na-
tional Winners and twelve National Honor-
able Mention Winners. The National Win-
ners will receive a $500 Target Gift Card, 
plus each will secure a $10,000 LAL 
Reading Promotion Grant in their name for 
his or her community or school library so 
that others can experience personal rela-
tionships with authors and the stories they 
tell. The National Honorable Mention Win-
ners will each receive a $100 Target Gift 
Card, plus each will secure a $1,000 LAL 
Reading Promotion Grant in their name for 
his or her community or school library. The 
community or school library selected for 
the National Winners and National Honor-
able Mention Winners is at the Sponsor’s 
sole discretion. 
Students compete in three grade levels: 
Level 1 for grades 4 - 6; Level 2 for grades 
7 - 8; and Level 3 for grades 9 - 12. 
Teachers, librarians, and parents can 
download free teaching materials on 
reader response and reflective writing at 
www.lettersaboutliterature.org. Submis-
sions must be postmarked by January 6, 

2012. State winners will be notified in 
March 2012 and national winners by mid-
April. Nebraska-specific information 
(including letters from Nebraska winners of 
past contests) is available at http://
centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/
LAL.html.  
For more information contact Mary Jo 
Ryan, maryjo.ryan@nebraska.gov, 402-
471-3434 or 800-307-2665. 
The Nebraska Center for the Book is 
housed at the Nebraska Library Commis-
sion and brings together the state's read-
ers, writers, booksellers, librarians, pub-
lishers, printers, educators, and scholars 
to build the community of the book, sup-
porting programs to celebrate and stimu-
late public interest in books, reading, and 
the written word. The Nebraska Center for 
the Book is supported by the Nebraska 
Library Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In case you were unable to attend the Sys-
tem sponsored NLA/NEMA pre-

conference, Karen Hyman’s Shortcuts to 
Greatness handout is available on the 

system website: 
libraries.ne.gov/mls 





WEB SITES OF THE MONTH 
 
New Year's Resolution Week: Fun Facts 
and Figures : Information about New Year's 
traditions. Includes a brief history of New 
Year's resolutions, information about the 
celebration of new years in ancient cultures, 
global good luck traditions, a list of common 
resolutions, and the lyrics to "Auld Lang 
Syne”  
http://www.goalsguy.com/Events/n_facts.html 
 
The History of Christmas:  Provides the 
real story of Christmas throughout history 
along with Christmas videos, world traditions, 
and the evolution of Santa Claus. Site also 
provides information on Christmas trees, the 
Christmas Truce of 1914, holiday recipes, 
and more!  
http://www.history.com/topics/christmas 
 
Kwanzaa : Basic information about Kwan-
zaa, "a non-religious African American holi-
day which celebrates family, community, and 
culture. It is celebrated for seven days: De-
cember 26-January 1." Describes the "seven 
principles".  
http://www.history.com/minisites/kwanzaa/ 
 
Your Access to Free Credit Reports : Un-
der an amendment to the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (FCRA), consumers can request a 
free copy of their credit report once every 12 
months. This site has the details and the URL 
of the only official request website. From the 
Federal Trade Commission.  
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/
credit/cre34.shtm 
 
Winter Solstice : "In the northern hemi-
sphere, the winter solstice is day of the year 
(near December 22) when the Sun is farthest 
south. ... The winter solstice marks the first 
day of the season of winter." http://

scienceworld.wolfram.com/astronomy/
WinterSolstice.html 
 
Simply Soups: The Ultimate Comfort 
Food: "There's something extremely satisfy-
ing about a hot, bubbling pot of soup on the 
stove on a cold winter's night." Use this site 
to find dozens of recipes for broths and 
stocks, chilis, chowders, cream and cheese 
soups, onion soups, etc.  
http://www.simplysoups.com/ 
 
Women Mystery and Detective Fiction 
Writers & the Rise of Feminism : This com-
panion to a University of Evansville, Indiana, 
course has links to interviews, websites, and 
other information about over a dozen women 
authors in the mystery genre, including Doro-
thy Sayers, Marcia Muller, Sue Grafton, P.D. 
James, Agatha Christie.  
http://faculty.evansville.edu/ra2/ 
 
Virtual Murder: What’s on the Internet for 
Mystery Buffs?: The goal of this page is to 
maintain a listing of online mystery-related 
sources without including subpages, to avoid 
sending you to the same site over and over 
again. 
http://www.barbarapaul.com/virtual.html 
 
 
 
 
 

Equipment for Loan from System Office 
 

 Two cutting machines with dies 
 Flip video cameras 
 E-readers (Kindle and BeBook) 
 WII gaming system 
 MP3 players 
 
Contact the system office to sign up for any 
of these items. 
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