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By Brenda Ealey, SELS 

I write this with a strange mix of 
excitement and sadness, which is a 
bit tough to navigate at the moment.  
I have accepted a position with 
Lincoln City Libraries as the manager 
of Gere Branch Library.  I will start in 
that position on March 18th. This is a 
wonderful new challenge that will 
most likely find me continuing to 
reach out to all of you and the 
fabulous network of SELS as I have 
done now for 15 years.  The sadness 
is sending this notification of my 
resignation as Administrator for SELS 
with my last day being March 15th.   
 
I’m looking forward to the 
opportunity of being back in a public 
library setting, working with a talented 
staff at LCL, and being part of an 
excellent library that I’ve valued as a 
customer.  It will be a good chance for all of you to see how good I am at taking 
my own medicine – so to speak. 
 
I can tell you this - that I have loved my work with the librarians, staff, boards 
and friends of southeast Nebraska.  It has been a gift and I have felt privileged 
to serve to the best of my ability.  I can also tell you my intent is to leave things 
in the best possible shape for the next person, and to help however I can in a 
successful transition.  The SELS Board is committed to continuing to provide 
services of relevance and support to you in your various roles in the 
communities you serve.  Additionally you have a wonderful resource and 
assistant in Will Bragg.  He is hardworking, intelligent, creative and caring - and I 
know has much to contribute to SELS. 
 
I had the opportunity to be a part of a program led by Peter Block on 
Community:  The Structure of Belonging – during ALA’s midwinter meeting in 
Seattle.  One of the things that struck me from that session were his remarks 

(Continued on page 8) 

Check out 

Southeast 

Library System 

on Facebook! 

Brenda and her daughter, Lily, in 1997, shortly 

before taking the position at SELS 
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Read In 

Challenging library stereotypes 

one page turn at a time 

What’s your library’s plan for National Library Week? Kicking back with a good book and a 

nice cup of tea? You wish you had that kind of time at work? This year, find a little time for 

yourselves on April 19th and celebrate Southeast Library System’s second annual... 

Contact SELS for more information and ideas on how to celebrate the Read In at your library. 
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March 2013 

March 8th – Serving Youth with Special Needs from 8 to 4:30 at Sump Memorial Library in Papillion. Workshop topics 
will address "working with children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, Down Syndrome, developmental delays and other 
special needs".  Learn how to design and direct library activities and experiences that are "sensory friendly" for these 
young patrons who need and deserve our attention and support. To register, send an email to Cathy McMahon by 
Monday, March 4th at cathytmcmahon@gmail.com.  There is no charge for registration. 

March 8th – Nebraska Library Commissioners and the Nebraska State Advisory Council on Libraries meeting at the 
Grand Island Public Library.  The meeting is open to the public and runs from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  For more information 
contact Sue Biltoft, (402)471-4007 or sue.biltoft@nebraska.gov.  

March 9th – SELS Friends Private Movie Showing of Oz:  The Great and Powerful, 9:30 a.m. at Edgewood Theater (5220 
S. 56th St., Lincoln).  Doors open at 9 a.m.  Find more information on page 9. 

March 10 to 16 – Teen Tech Week – http://teentechweek.ning.com. The purpose of the initiative is to ensure that teens 
are competent and ethical users of technologies, especially those that are offered through libraries such as DVDs, 
databases, audiobooks, and videogames. Teen Tech Week encourages teens to use libraries' nonprint resources for 
education and recreation, and to recognize that librarians are qualified, trusted professionals in the field of information 
technology.  Find event and activity ideas, publicity and TTW products for sale on the website. 

March 14th – Last day for filing form 471 in e-rate process for discounts on telecommunications. 
(www.universalservice.org/sl/tools/news/default.aspx#671)  

March 14th – CASTL Meeting at Fairbury Public Library (601 7th St) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Topic this month is 
Facebook – and Brenda will share information gained from a session with Ben Bizzle (Jonesboro, AR Library) and David 
Lee King (Topeka, KS Library) as, well as information from Nonprofit Webinars – Developing an Epic Facebook Strategy 
for Your Nonprofit with John Haydon.  Book talk topic for the month  is Black History.  Please let the SELS office know if 
you plan on attending and remember you are welcome to join us for part or all of the day. 

March 16th – Freedom of Information Day is an annual event on or near March 16, the birthday of James Madison, 
who is widely regarded as the Father of the Constitution and as the foremost advocate for openness in government. 
Freedom of Information Day recognizes those individuals or groups that have championed, protected, and promoted 
public access to government information and the public's right to know.  (woot, woot!!) 

March 18th – 22nd No one home at SELS Office – check in with us on March 25th – and/or leave a message. 

March 19th – Book Repair Workshop from 9 to 12 at the Atrium Conference  

March 21st— NLA Paraprofessional Spring meeting, Learn From Experience@ your library. 

March 22nd – TSRT (Technical Service Round Table) Spring Meeting – Technical Service is Customer Service from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 at the Peter Kiewit Lodge at Mahoney State Park.  For more information go to:  http://nebraskalibraries.org/
TSRT/.  

March 22 to 31 – Crane Watch Festival in Kearney. 

March 25 to April 5 – Basic Skills:  Leadership.  You can register online at the Nebraska Library Commission Training 
Calendar (http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar) starting February 15th and ending March 15th.  For a complete list of the 
Basic Skills modules calendar go to:  http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSCALENDAR.aspx.  

April – School Library Month  www.ala.org/aasl/slm.  

April 4th – PLTS Spring Meeting with Carolyn Davidson Brewer, Executive Director of North Texas Library Partners – 
 

CALENDAR 

mailto:cathytmcmahon@gmail.com
mailto:sue.biltoft@nebraska.gov
http://teentechweek.ning.com
http://www.universalservice.org/sl/tools/news/default.aspx#671
http://nebraskalibraries.org/TSRT/
http://nebraskalibraries.org/TSRT/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBSCALENDAR.aspx
http://www.ala.org/aasl/slm
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“Help! I Am Not A Social Worker!”  The meeting will be held at Walt Branch Library in Lincoln on April 4th,  Blair 
Public Library on April 5th,  Kearney Public Library on April 3rd, and Mid Plains Community College in North Platte on 
April 2nd. 

April 5 and 6 - Nebraska Book Festival  

April 8 to 19 – Basic Skills:  Library Policy.  You can register online at the Nebraska Library Commission Training 
Calendar (http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/) starting March 1st  and ending March 29th .  For a complete list of the 
Basic Skills modules calendar go to:  http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/.  

April 12th – National D.E.A.R. Day – National Drop Everything and Read Day - www.dropeverythingandread.com/
NationalDEARday.html.  

April 12th – CASTL (Conversation Among Small Town Librarians) meeting at Falls City Library & Arts Center (1400 
Stone St.), 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We’ll have Amy Mather (Omaha Public Library) join us in the morning to talk about 
Pinterest and how to use in your library.  Book talk topic for the month is to read a book with a name in the title.  You 
can find a good list of suggestions at:  www.goodreads.com/list/
show/4728.Novels_With_People_s_Names_in_the_Title.  We’ll also have the round robin in the afternoon to share 
ideas, ask questions, tell us what’s new.  Please let the SELS office know if you plan on attending and remember you 
are welcome to join us for part or all of the day. 

April 14 to 20 – National Library Week – www.ala.org/nlw.  

April 19th – SELS Friends Aged to Perfection at James Arthur Vineyards, in Raymond. 

April 19th – Read In – see page 2. 

April 20 to 27 – Money Smart Week ® - www.moneysmartweek.org/ala.  

April 22 to May 3— Basic Skills:  Communication.  You can register online at the Nebraska Library Commission 
Training Calendar (http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/) starting March 15th  and ending April 12th .  For a complete list 
of the Basic Skills modules calendar go to:  http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/. 

April 30th— El dia de los ninos/El dia de los libros (Children’s Day/Book Day) – http://dia.ala.org - The celebration 
emphasizes the importance of advocating literacy for every child regardless of linguistic and cultural background. 

May 6 – 17 – Basic Skills:  Reference.  You can register online at the Nebraska Library Commission Training Calendar 
(http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/) starting March 29th and ending April 26th.  For a complete list of the Basic Skills 
modules calendar go to:  http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/.  

May 10th – C&U/ITART Spring Meeting 

May 17th – Nebraska Library Commissioners meeting at the Nebraska Library Commission.  The meeting is open to 
the public and runs from 9:30 a.m. to 12.  For more information contact Sue Biltoft, (402)471-4007 or 
sue.biltoft@nebraska.gov. 

May 23rd – SELS Training Extravaganza at Union College 

May 31st – CASTL Meeting at Seward Memorial Library – Golden Sower Book Review 

 

  

May 23rd @ Union College in Lincoln, NE 

Save the Date for the SELS Extravaganza! 

More Info Coming Soon 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://www.dropeverythingandread.com/NationalDEARday.html
http://www.dropeverythingandread.com/NationalDEARday.html
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/4728.Novels_With_People_s_Names_in_the_Title
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/4728.Novels_With_People_s_Names_in_the_Title
http://www.ala.org/nlw
http://www.moneysmartweek.org/ala
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
http://dia.ala.org
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/
mailto:sue.biltoft@nebraska.gov
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By Brenda Ealey 

Susie Kerner, director of Tecumseh Public Library, hosted 

the February meeting of CASTL (Conversation Among 

Small Town Librarians).   Since we met on Valentine’s Day 

– Susie had heart shaped donuts on hand for those 

attending.  What fun!  Topic this month was to view the 

Techsoup for Libraries webinar – Mobile Technology 

Training:  Tech-a-la-Carte for information on a project 

taking technology training out of the library and into the 

community in a very personal way.  The presenter was 

Irene Romsa, the Outreach Services Manager for Poudre 

River Public Library District in Colorado.   

 

The Poudre River Public Library created the program in 

September 2011 to deliver offsite library services to the 

underserved – which they defined as individuals who 

couldn’t access library services due to distance, language 

barriers, and/or limited mobility.  The outreach program 

focused on in the webinar was digital 

literacy and they offered computer 

classes hosted in a private home through 

a small, mobile computer lab.  By using 

laptops and “hotspot” mobile phone 

internet access the librarian instructor 

could offer training on a specific topic to 

small groups of 4 to 6 individuals 

providing hands-on learning. 

 

They’ve had 90% satisfaction expressed 

by participants in the program, and have 

also set-up public computer centers in a 

church and daycare centers to offer 

classes, in addition to the training 

provided to small groups within 

individual homes.  They’ve done 

outreach programs at festivals, in after 

school programs, at businesses and for 

groups – where in addition to training 

they provide the opportunity for remote 

library card sign-up.  Another interesting 

site where they took the library mobile 

lab was an evacuation center during the 

Colorado fire emergency.   They set up 

computers to assist those individuals removed from their 

homes so they could e-mail their families, register for 

assistance programs or locate other online information 

needed during a crisis situation.  

 

You can find this Techsoup online presentation and other 

past presentations at:  www.techsoupforlibraries.org/

events/archive. The webinars can be used for continuing 

education hours for board and library staff.  In addition to 

educational webinars, Tech Soup provides libraries with 

the opportunity to purchase brand-new software and 

hardware at 80 to 90% discounts.  You can find more 

information at:  www.techsoup.org/support/articles-and-

how-tos/what-techsoup-offers-libraries?.  

(Continued on page 8) 

C
A

S
T

L
 W

ra
p

 U
p

 

Mark your Calendars 
    2011 CASTL Dates 
CASTL meetings are open to librarians of all types, library trus-

tees and library friends or supporters.  The meetings typically 

start at 10:00 a.m., and wrap up by 3:00 or 3:30.  Each meeting 

has a dedicated topic of focus, as well as a round robin for discus-

sion and sharing of current issues, topics and library happen-

ings.  Attendees earn continuing education hours and you are 

welcome to join us for all or even part of the day. 

 March 14th—Fairbury 

 April 12th—Falls City 

 May 31st (June meeting) – Seward (Golden Sower) 
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about libraries as a trusted place within neighborhoods, providing 
interaction between all classes and types of individuals.  He followed 
that up with the remark that libraries have every reason not to exist – 
and yet against odds remain.  Block believes that libraries can play a 
critical role in helping transform communities by allowing individuals to 
reclaim what they’re in danger of losing – a connectedness to each 
other.  Libraries provide a place for gathering, for an investment in social 
capital and social cohesion where people can get to know each other or 
in Block’s words – “An excuse for strangers to find each other.”  He 
offered “neighborly protocols” where we value relatedness over being 
right and over expertise and that getting together in small groups as the 
anecdote to isolation. 
 
I couldn’t help thinking about 
Block’s thoughts in 
considering what I wanted to 
communicate in my 
reflections on my past and 
future work.  I truly do feel 

part of a community in the library 
world that I trust and cherish.  It’s offered opportunity to forge relationships 
with individuals often with very different experiences and perspectives from 
my own.  And, yet, there remains amidst those differences a camaraderie 
that encourages and accepts what I have to offer and manages to bolster 
my confidence in tackling whatever is put in front of me.  It mirrors a 
sentiment that’s become somewhat a personal vision statement – unity in 
diversity. 
 
Thank you all for your support and assistance in my role at SELS.  I also 
thank you for your graciousness in accepting me even midst my most 
passionate moments.  And, I will continue to look forward to working 
alongside you in providing those most vital services provided by the library. 
 
 

We also had some discussion on using the Minecraft computer game for a summer reading program activity in 

2013.  Minecraft has become one of the best selling computer games of all time and is incredibly popular among 

children and teens.  An article by Erica Gauquier and Jessica Schneider, in the Winter 2013 issue of Young Adult Library 

Services magazine titled – Minecraft Programs in the Library:  If you Build It They Will Come, provides additional 

information. If you have unfamiliar with the game, it isn’t difficult to find reviews and write ups on the internet that do 

a good job of explaining the game, it’s requirements, content, and age recommendations.  The game and more 

information can be found at minecraft.net and the Minecraft wiki (www.minecraftwiki.net/wiki/Minecraft_Wiki) is a 

great resource for game help. 

Sowings continued 

CASTL Wrap Up continued 

Brenda circa 2004 with James Brown 

Brenda today 

http://www.minecraft.net
http://www.minecraftwiki.net/wiki/Minecraft_Wiki
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Supporting the Southeast Library System  

AMONG TREASURED FRIENDS 

SELS Friends will be flying high on 
March 9 as we host another private 
movie –Oz: the Great and Powerful 
and flying low as we sadly say 
goodbye to Brenda and wish her the 
best of luck in her new job. 

 

Even if you didn’t register for the 
movie by the deadline, you can still 
come to Edgewood for the 9:30 show 
and pay the “at-the-door” admission 
of $12.  Whether you come to the 
movie or not, please join us for lunch 
at noon at Stauffer’s Cafe & Pie 
Shoppe (5600 South 48th Street, 
Lincoln), as we relive some fond SELS 
memories with Brenda.  We are 
asking for your RSVP for lunch (your 
own cost), so we can give the 

restaurant a number (RSVP at 
info@selsfriends.org).  We have the 
back room reserved for this party! 

 

Don’t forget - on Friday, April 19 this 
year’s Aged to Perfection will be held 
at James Arthur Vineyards.  
Registration information is in this 
newsletter and online at http://
selsfriends.org/aged13.pdf.  We 
continue to collect “white elephant” 
donations to be auctioned off at the 
conclusion of Tom Bassett’s program 
that night, and every donor will be 
rewarded with a free cookbook, 
compliments of the SELS Friends.  
Also, the donation that brings in the 
most cash will win a bottle of wine 
for the donor!  Items can be brought 

in that night, or if you aren’t sure you 
can attend they can be given to any 
SELS Friends board member or 
dropped off at the Southeast Library 
System Office (don’t forget to leave 
your name with your donation).    
Board members are Becky Baker 
(Seward Memorial Library), Tom 
Schmitz (Lincoln Regional Center), 
Lisa Olivigni (Crete Public Library), 
Karen Frank (Greenwood Public 
Library), and Jan Thomsen (Alice M 
Farr Library, Aurora). 

 

Thanks for supporting SELS Friends, 
and please do consider joining us for 
lunch on Saturday! 
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John and Jana Hughes will lead guests 
through the Holy Land on Sunday, 
March 17 at 2:30 p.m. in the Meeting 
Room at Seward Memorial Library.  
Last June they joined a study group 
and spent two weeks traveling in 
Israel.  They will share stories and 

pictures from their stay in Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem as well as their time spent traveling 
on the Sea of Galilee and swimming in the Dead 
Sea.  Everyone is welcome to this one-hour 
travelogue. 

 

Disc Golf in Concordia’s Library 

By Philip Hendrickson, Concordia University 

More than fifty students and faculty at Concor-
dia University in Seward raised over $550 to 
fight malaria in Africa by playing disc golf inside 
the library on Friday night, February 22. The 
event was part of campus participation in the 
student-led Lutheran Malaria Initiative, which 
has raised over $30,000 this year. Library Direc-
tor Philip Hendrickson got the idea from Calvin 

College in Michigan, which has held an annual 
library disc golf event for nine years. Participants 
had great fun supporting the cause, while dis-
covering parts of the library they had never visit-
ed. The event was sponsored by Discraft and by 
UltimateDiscStore.com, which is owned by a 
Concordia graduate. Response was so positive 
that the event might become a winter tradition. 
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Spend St. Patrick’s Day in the Holy Land 
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By Charlotte Baldinger, Seward Memorial 
Library 

In the age of online gaming Seward 
Memorial Library is hosting a round 
robin Scrabble Tournament during the 
month of March.  Each Monday night 
at 6:30 p.m. gamers will gather to 

play rounds of Scrabble with “real people.”  This 
is the third year that the library has hosted this 
event which encourages community 
competition and camaraderie.  Anyone 
interested in participating in the tournament 
should visit the library, call 402-643-3318, or go 
online at www.sewardlibrary.org to register.   

Pinkalcious and Stinky Feet in Crete 
By Laura Renker, Crete Public Library 

We held a Pinkalicious Party on Feb. 5th for pre-
school and elementary students. Our special 
guest, Andy Dillehay, Education Director at the 
Lincoln Community Playhouse, read Pinkalcious 
by Victoria Kann to the party goers. He also 
showed them how to make great hats out of 
brown paper bags. The participants received 
pink boas to start the celebration and decorated 
pink cupcakes, drank pink punch, made star 
wands and made foam cupcake crafts. 

The following week on Feb. 12th we held a Stinky 
Feet Valentine’s Party. After reading Roses Are 
Pink Your Feet Really Stink by Diane deGroat, the 
boys tried to figure out all kinds of stinky smells, 
made monster feet and completed marble paint-
ed hearts. They also had a Mr. Hatch inspired 
snack of brownies and lemonade. 

 

N
e

w
s

 A
ro

u
n

d
 t

h
e

 S
y

s
te

m
 

Seward Hosts March Scrabble Tournament 

Seward’s Finished 
By Becky Baker, Seward Memorial Library 

The Seward Library Foundation and Seward Me-

morial Library are proud to announce that the 

“Finishing the Book” campaign has reached its 

goal and that the lower level of our library will be 

renovated and ready for use this fall.  We are very 

excited about this and are pleased we’ll be able 

to offer additional meeting room spaces as well 

as increased collection capacity throughout the 

library.  To see what is planned, view the video at 

www.sewardlibraryfoundation.org.  Construction 

will begin soon and will take about 6 months, so 

when we commemorate the 10th anniversary of 

our current building, the 100th anniversary of the 

Carnegie Library in Seward, and the 125th anni-

versary of the first reading room in town, we will 

also celebrate the opening of our lower level!   
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Palmyra’s Scarved for Attention 
By Glenda Willnerd, Palmyra Memorial Library 

The Palmyra Memorial Library hosted "An After-

noon with a Local Artist" on Sunday, March 

3rd.  The featured artist was Jackie Thomson 

Bremer of Palmyra.  Jackie displayed the unique 

scarves and ties she has created using various 

types of dyes.  She uses Kool-Aid, tea, herbs, 

spices, vegetables, fruit and even copper bee 

bees.   

photo 1 - panoramic view of over 100 scarves Jackie has 

created. 

photo 2 - Jackie demonstrates for audience the process 

used to dye the scarves and ties 
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Where did Mack Stop this Month? 

While visiting Tecumseh Public Library, 

Mack and Susie Kerner sat down in the 

bathtub located in the Children's’ Area. 

Nancy Vacek and Susie  

Homolka show Mack  how to  

use a computer in Dvoracek  

Memorial Library 
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March 2013 

Southeast Library System 

 

Serving libraries in the counties 

of: 

 

Cass •  Fillmore •  Gage • Hamilton • 

Jefferson • Johnson  • Lancaster  • 

Nemaha  • Otoe  • Pawnee • 

Richardson  • Saline •  

Seward • Thayer • York 

 

Editors 

Brenda Ealey  

William Bragg 

 

Mailing Address 

5730 R St., Ste. C-1 

Lincoln, NE 68505 

 

Phone Numbers 

Local: 402-467-6188 

Toll Free: 800-288-6063 

Fax:  402-467-6196 

 

E-mail  

bsealey@windstream.net  

wbragg@windstream.net 

selsne@gmail.com                   

 

Website 

 http://www.selsne.org 

 

SoLiS is a publication of the Southeast 

Library System, and is issued once 

monthly. We reserve the right to 

screen and to edit all contributions.  

Southeast Library System is a multi-type library network with 248 members offering a wide 

range of service in public, school, academic, institutional and private libraries (Membership list 

with populations from 2000 Census are on the SELS web page: www.selsne.org.) Membership 

includes 12 academic institutions, including the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, four private  

colleges, three community college campuses, a state college and a technical school. Fifty-four 

public libraries are system  members. The majority of these libraries (34) serve populations 

fewer than 1,000. The system counts 146 school media centers among its members, 54 that are 

Lincoln Public Schools, with most of those belonging to Class 3 schools (population areas 

between 1,000 and 100,000). Fourteen of the school media centers are parochial. The system 

has 28 special and institutional members, most of which are located in Lancaster County. 

 

“Neigh”  

 

― Mack the Horse 

regarding  looser government  

restrictions on glue factories  

  

mailto:bsealey@windstream.net
mailto:jlbarnason@windstream.net
mailto:selsne@gmail.com
http://www.selsne.org/

