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May 15th - C&U Spring Meeting – Librarians as Transformers with Sara Martin, Associate 

Dean for Technical Services & Library Systems, University of Detroit Mercy.  The meeting 
will be held at University of Nebraska at Kearney. For more information go to:  
www.nebraskalibraries.org/cu/conferences.html. 

May 16th – SELS Friends private movie showing of Angels & Demons. 
May 18th – Bruun Memorial Library in Humboldt will be celebrating 125 years with and 

Open House from 2 to 8 p.m. 
May 20th – NCompass Live:  How to Lead a book group for adults or kids! 10 to 11 a.m. – 

online from your own computer. For more information contact Christa Burns at Nebraska  
Library Commission – cburns@nlc.state.ne.us. 

May 21st – SELS Training Extravaganza at Concordia University in Seward. For more infor-
mation on a continuing education event with lots of choices, go to: www.selsne.org and 
click on Training Extravaganza 2009. 

May 27th – Apollo Online Catalog Question & Answer, 10 a.m. at Crete Public Library. 
Clark Charbonnet, from Biblionix, will provide information on the Apollo webhosted  
catalog for small public libraries.  If you plan on attending, please let us know at the SELS 
office. 

 

����  

June 5th & 6 th – Author Kathleen Norris will be at St. Benedicts in Schuyler – see page 19 for 
details, or go to www.stbenedictcenter.com. 

June 10th – NCompass Live: The New & Improved Library & Informa tion Services  
Program 10 to 11 a.m. – online from your own computer.  For more information contact 
Christa Burns at Nebraska Library Commission – cburns@nlc.state.ne.us. 

June 11th – Ethical Dilemmas: What Should I do? With Pat Wagner, 10:15 to 3:15, at the  
Bennett Martin Public Library in Lincoln – 14th & N Streets. See page 13. 

June 19th – Joint CASTL Meeting with NEMA  at Seward Memorial Library from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  Come read and review the Golden Sower nominees and participate in an afternoon 
round robin.  See page ______. 

June 24th – 28th – Plattsmouth Chautauqua. 
June 25th – Farewell to NEBASE, 8 to 4 at Cornhusker Marriot Hotel in Lincoln.  For more 

information contact Jeannette Powell at Nebraska Library Commission –  
jpowell@nlc.state.ne.us. 

June 26th – SELS Board and Annual Meeting in Nebraska City. See page 21. 

www.selsne.org/calendar.html 

Page 4                                          �������� May/June 2009 



��	�  

July 9th – 14th – Nebraska Regional Library Systems Roadtrip to ALA Chicago. 
July 17th – NLC Commissioners Meeting at Nebraska Library Commission, 9:30 a.m.  

Meeting is open to the public.  For more information and to attend contact Maria Medrano-
Nehls at:  mnehls@nlc.state.ne.us. 

July 20th – 24th – Nebraska Library Leadership Institute at St. Benedicts in Schuyler.  
Deadline for applications is May 22nd, some scholarships available. See SELS website for 
details:  www.selsne.org. 

July 25th – Literature Festival in Norfolk – see page 14. 
July 31st – Joint CASTL Meeting with Trustees in DeWitt. 
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The Golden Sower Committee is pleased to announce the 2009 award 
winners and honor books! 

Primary Winner: 
If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen 
 
Primary Honor Books: 
Fancy Nancy by Jane O’Connor, illus. by Robin Preiss Glasser 
Library Lion by Michelle Knudsen, illus. by Kevin Hawkes 
 
Intermediate Winner: 
Satch and Me by Dan Gutman 
 
Intermediate Honor Books:         
Room One: A Mystery or Two by Andrew Clements 
Rules by Cynthia Lord 
 
Young Adult Winner: 
Twilight by Stephenie Meyer 
 
Young Adult Honor Books: 
Heat by Mike Lupica 
Life as We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

Unfortunately, none of the winning authors will be able to attend the fall NLA/NEMA Conference in 
October.  However, we plan to attempt “virtual visits” with Chris Van Dusen and Dan Gutman during 
the Golden Sower Award session on Friday, October 30, if all the details can be worked out. 

-Kathy Schultz 
Golden Sower Award Committee Chair 
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4 hours of Continuing Education Credit 
 
 
 

 
Name_____________________________ 
 
Library/
School____________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________ 

Cost—$15 Make check to SELS and mail to: 
  Southeast Library System  
  5730 R St., Ste. C-1 
  Lincoln, NE 68505 
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School/Library:___________________________________ 
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Southeast Library System Board Meeting 
February 20, 2009 

Greenwood, Nebraska 
 

Board Members Present:  Becky Baker (Seward Memorial Library); Rebecca Bernthal (University of NE – Lincoln Libraries); 
Ruth Carlock (Levitt Library, York College); Karen Frank (Greenwood Public Library); Barbara Hegr (Morton-James Pubic Li-
brary, Nebraska City); Wanda Marget (Fairmont Public Library); Kim McCain (Tri-County Schools, DeWitt); Kent Munster 
(Clark Enersen Partners, Lincoln); Tom Schmitz (Lincoln Regional Center Library); Jan Thomsen (Alice M. Farr Library, 
Aurora); Glenda Willnerd (Lincoln Public Schools District Office) 
Also Present: Brenda Ealey (SELS Administrator); Jenni Puchalla (SELS Administrative Assistant); Laura Johnson (Nebraska 
Library Commission) 
Board Members Absent: Scott Childers (University of Nebraska – Lincoln Libraries); Misty Prochaska (Kaplan University, 
Lincoln) 
       Agenda 
I.     What’s New Around the System:  Karen Frank reported that the Greenwood Public Library now has a new roof.  Wanda 
Marget reported working with WiFi and the statistics report.  Ruth Carlock report that York College has a new President and that 
they had a book sale.  Barbara Hegr from Nebraska City indicated they have a new library web page, that they have hired an IT 
person and that they are weeding their children’s collection.  Kim McCain indicated her library had lost its web page, but it has 
been partially restored.  A student was caught illegally pirating files.  Jan Thomsen reported that they continue to have significant 
problems with Follett and have decided to move to Apollo after having been down three weeks and losing two years of data.  Re-
becca Bernthal reported that the University Libraries is doing another review of its journals from Elsevier to cut additional titles 
to try and contain the continuing rise in journal expenditures.  The UNL budget is of concern to all departments on campus.  Kent 
Munster reported that Clark Enersen is finishing up a couple of major library building projects, one in Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
and another in Johnson County, Kansas at the Leawood Pioneer Branch Library.  Arapahoe, Nebraska Public Library is in the 
planning stages of an expansion. Tom Schmitz noted that the Lincoln Regional Center is planning a wellness day with sixty ven-
dors, one of which will be the library. Tom is also offering a service to staff of copying journal contents and  routing them to staff 
as an alert service.  NAIL, the Nebraska Association of Institutional Librarians, is helping with the Glennor Shirley Workshop in 
April.  Glenda Willnerd indicated that the LPS district will soon be evaluating new library software, with four vendors coming in 
during March.  Read Across America Day is March 2.  Jack Gladstone will be at the Eiseley Branch on March 3.  Brandon San-
derson will be at LPS on April 30 and May 1.  Rosemary Wells will be at the North Star Auditorium on May 7. Eight of the 
school libraries will be moved this spring.  There will be librarians retiring from LPS again this year.  Becky Baker indicated that 
spring programs are underway in Seward.  Basic computer classes are being offered on a regular basis and are always still full 
with 16 stations for 10 weeks at one and a half hour sessions.  Jenni Puchalla reported that the Nebraska Legislative Day went 
well with 35 senators and aids attending the noon and that 103 library volunteers were recognized. Brian Mikkelsen, 
        NSEA Lobbyist, talked in the afternoon. 
II.    Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes for December 11, 2008 was made by Ruth Carlock and seconded 
by Barbara Hegr. Motion carried. 
III.   Financial Report:  Jenni made comments about the financial and transaction reports and answered questions from board 
members. There was discussion on Sparks and the free PDF option. Comments were made that the routed copy is useful since it 
provides an incentive to read the material and forward it.  Becky Baker suggested that perhaps there could be a minimal fee, such 
as $10.00, for participating in receiving the rotating collection.  Such a fee could support the cost of the subscriptions make the 
periodical collection “self-supporting”.  Discussion followed on whether SELS ever has offered scholarships to various work-
shops, conferences, etc. since it is a line item in the budget.  Those who have been associated with SELS for several years could 
not recall any formal scholarship program nor is it addressed in the SELS Handbook.  A motion to approve the transactions was 
made by Becky Baker and seconded by Karen Frank.  Motion carried.   
III. A. Lease Agreement:  The SELS lease agreement for its current office space is up for renewal.  The current rent is $450.00 
per month, but will increase to $460 July 1, 2010. A motion to approve the lease agreement was made by Becky Baker and sec-
onded by Barbara Hegr.  Motion carried. 
IV. Action from January 9 th Planning Meeting:  There was discussion about the NLC blog that recently had comments on the 
book - Guinness Book of World Records at a library and what action(s) others suggested taking, and advised to take regarding 
“objectionable” material.  Question was also raised about legality of Library Bill of Rights.  SELS board members and staff ex-
pressed concern about how this matter was handled and their disappointment that NLC didn’t take more of a leadership and       
educational role in addressing questions raised or sharing blog policy.  How to voice our concerns was discussed and a need to 
find information on blog policy encouraged. 

V.  Administrator’s Report:  Brenda highlighted several of her activities from December 11, 2008 to February 20, 2009 as out-
lined in her written report.  CASTL met on Dec 11 in York in conjunction with the December SELS Board Meeting.  Met with 
Correctional Librarians in Omaha on Dec 30. Had the final class for the Public Library Administration Basic Skills Course with 
Becky Baker on Dec 17. Attended the NAIL (Nebraska Association of Institutional Librarians) meeting at the Nebraska State 
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      Capitol Law Library on Jan 15.  Presented a workshop with Richard Miller (NLC) on Form 471 for filing for e-rate discounts. Met 
with Becky Baker on migrating Basic Skills course to online modules. Traveled Jan 23 to Syracuse to help public library automate 
with the Apollo software as part of the SELS  group purchase.  On Jan 26 went to Friend to help with submitting Bibliostat Collect 
online statistics  report.  Jan 29, CASTL meeting was held in Plattsmouth.  Traveled to Milford to give some assistance and input to 
the new director, George Matzen. Attended the Theresa Jaye Dickson Workshop  on Feb 4 in Beatrice. Responded to various contacts 
on variety of topics including:  ALA Code of Ethics and Freedom to Read, Bibliostat, questions on filing for e-rate discount, Over-
drive, Finance Policy requirements for accreditation, wireless security question, CASTL online, and granting CE credits for viewing 
DuPage recorded programs. Planning with co-sponsors (UNO & Nebraska Department of Corrections) for the upcoming Glennor 
     Shirley Workshops.  Developed materials to support Conversation on Future Search Vision Statements with each system taking 
turns to put out an article bi-monthly. Planning for the upcoming SELS Training Extravaganza to be held at Concordia University in 
May.  Planning for the Spring Colloquium with ELS, with support from UNO, UNL, Creighton and Bellevue Universities. On Jan 6 
met with the Nebraska Regional Library System Administrators in Lincoln.  On Jan 7 attended the NLC/Systems Quarterly Meeting 
in Lincoln.  Met with Becky Baker and Laura Johnson to discuss SELS Basic Skills migration to modules pilot.  Met with John Sey-
farth and Adam Prochaska to talk about the Public Library Trustee Friend Section (PLTFS) Spring Meetings.  Met on Feb 2, with 
Becky Baker, Lisa Olivigni, Pam Bohmfalk and Sally Gibson to work on the NLA Conference Manual.  Met with Future Search 
Taskforce on Feb 6 via computer.  Met with Scott Childers and Kathy Tooker on Final Report (abridged) for the Future Search Con-
ference.  Visited with Tom Simons from the Omaha Children’s Museum about an application for a Big Read Grant in 2010.  On Dec 
15, Brenda attended Ted Smith’s farewell party in Norfolk.  Jan 17 attended ACLU board meeting in Omaha.  She also participated in 
NLA Legislative Day on Feb10.  A Library Improvement Grant was submitted to NLC for funding of a new SELS van. Brenda par-
ticipated in SELS Plan Meeting on Jan 9 with board members.   
VI.   SELS Friends Report: Becky Baker distributed printed copies of the SELS Friends Report.  There are several upcoming events 
including:  Aged to Perfection 2009 on April 23, Private Movie Showings on May 16 (“Angels and Demons”) and July 18 (“Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince”), and a Barnes & Noble Book Fair on June 13. Becky noted that the most successful fundraiser last 
year was the Barnes & Noble event. The SELS Friends current balance is over $5,300. 
VII. NLC Report:  Laura Johnson distributed a written NLC Report. Nebraska Learn 2.0 had 165 participants, 82 of which com-
pleted all 23 things during the 16-week period.   A Lantern in Her Hand is the next One Book-One Nebraska title. Systems offices and 
NLC have multiple copies available for loan.  Central Community College will be assuming responsibility for centralizing the current 
LTA  program.  The program will offer two options: a certificate for completing library science courses and an Associate Degree to 
those who complete additional course work. For more information contact: CCC, Mary Young, Admissions Director.  The Green 
Glass Sea is the next One Book for Nebraska Kids title. NLC and Systems offices have book bags available for loan.  For more infor-
mation contact: Sally Snyder at NLC. A total of $40,000.00 in grants were awarded for “Youth Grants for Excellence” to 27 libraries. 
NLC received 29 applications for “Library Improvement Grants.”  There is approximately $181,500 available for distribution while 
the requests totaled $343,500.  Decisions on the awarding of  grants will be made by March 20, 2009. NCompass Live debuted on Jan 
7, 2009.  There will be a  presentation each Wednesday from 10:00 – 11:00 am.  For more information contact:  Christa Burns or       
Jeannette Powell at NLC.  The last print issue of “What’s Up Doc?” will be the Nov/Dec 2008 issue. It will continue to be available 
via the web. The Gates Foundation “Online Opportunity Hardware Grants” will be announced in March. Nebraska had 96 libraries 
complete the computer inventory required for the grant process. For additional information contact:  Christa Burns at NLC.  The NLC 
has updated a selected list of videos available.  The Nebraska State Historical Society is undergoing a two year  renovation. The Ref-
erence Room will be closed during this time and research materials will be unavailable for extended periods.  Check the NSHS web-
site for updates.  The Nebraska Center for the Book has selected the 2008 honor books.  
VIII.  2008/2009 Committee Meetings: Committees met in their respective groups for approximately thirty minutes and then re-
ported: 
 CE Committee Report:  Becky Baker, Karen Frank, Glenda Willnerd, Kim McCain, Misty Prochaska,  
                        Jan Thomsen.  Discussed plans for the upcoming Extravaganza on May 21 to be held at 
                 Concordia University.  Ideas included:  Sessions on: Speed Book Reviews, Fund Raising,  
                        Successors Planning, Interlibrary Loan, Google Tools, Online Tools, Delicious (Basic Skills),  
                        PowerPoint, Spreadsheet Excel, Green Buildings, Gangs, Personnel, Newsletters. 
 Network Committee:  Rebecca Bernthal, Ruth Carlock, Barbara Hegr, Wanda Marget, Kent Munster, 
             Tom Schmitz.  Discussed reaching out to public libraries not involved in SELS activities. 
                        Ideas included:  “Dollars for Data” for help with Bibliostat, personal invitations to upcoming 
                       CASTL meetings, and potential SELS Board Members. 
 Executive Committee (ByLaws & Policies): Glenda Willnerd, Schott Childers, Karen Frank.   
                       No Report. 
IX. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm 



Southeast Library System 
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