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U.S. PRESIDENTS – Twenty-first to Fortieth (HISTORIES AND BIOGRAPHIES) (available on digital 

cartridge)  
 
PRESIDENTS:  

Twenty-first President Chester Arthur, (1881-1885) – Vice President(s) N/A  

 Biographies: 

 DB 15760 Gentleman Boss: The Life of Chester Alan Arthur by Thomas C. Reeves (20 hours, 23 

minutes) 

 Biography of the Republican stalwart who survived a great scandal to become the twenty-first 

President of the United States. The son of an itinerant minister, he was at various times a 

schoolteacher, a young lawyer involved in the abolitionist struggle, and a Quartermaster 

General for New York during the Civil War. 

 DB 31099 The Presidencies of James A. Garfield and Chester A. Arthur by Justus D. Doenecke (11 

hours, 12 minutes) 

 An analysis of the brief presidency of James A. Garfield, who held office from March 4, 1881, 

until his death from an assassin’s bullet in September of 1881, and the subsequent 

administration of Chester A. Arthur. The era, which has been called "the Gilded Age" by 

historians, bridged the time between the Civil War and the progressive movement. 

Twenty-second President Grover Cleveland, (1885-1889) – Vice President(s) Thomas Hendricks, (1885)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 29846 The Presidencies of Grover Cleveland by Richard E. Welch, Jr. (11 hours, 18 minutes) 

 Cleveland, the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president, served during the Gilded Age in 

American history--a time when there was an intense conflict between old values and social 

changes. Welch shows how Cleveland’s personality and ideology affected his terms in office in 

1885-1889 and 1893-1897. 

 Related Books: 

 DB 28943 The Cleveland Era: A Chronicle of the New Order in Politics by Henry J. Ford (5 hours, 

30 minutes) 

 Written twenty-two years after Cleveland left office the second time in 1897, this volume in the 

Chronicles of America series, looks at Cleveland’s presidency and other events taking place 

during his terms as the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president. 

Twenty-third President Benjamin Harrison, (1889-1893) – Vice President(s) Levi P. Morton, (1889-

1893)  
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 Biographies: 

 DB 32061 The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison by Homer E. Socolofsky and Allan B. Spetter (10 

hours, 30 minutes) 

 When Benjamin Harrison became the twenty-third president, he was following in the footsteps 

of his grandfather, William Henry Harrison. Only the fourth Republican president, he had a 

background similar to those of his predecessors. The authors, both history professors, discuss 

his contributions to America’s Gilded Age, American expansionism, foreign policy, and 

administrative efficiency. 

Twenty-fourth President Grover Cleveland, (1893-1897) – Vice President(s) Adlai E. Stevenson (1893-

1897)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 29846 The Presidencies of Grover Cleveland by Richard E. Welch, Jr. (11 hours, 18 minutes) 

 Cleveland, the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president, served during the Gilded Age in 

American history--a time when there was an intense conflict between old values and social 

changes. Welch shows how Cleveland’s personality and ideology affected his terms in office in 

1885-1889 and 1893-1897. 

 Related Books: 

 DB 28943 The Cleveland Era: A Chronicle of the New Order in Politics by Henry J. Ford (5 hours, 

30 minutes) 

 Written twenty-two years after Cleveland left office the second time in 1897, this volume in the 

Chronicles of America series, looks at Cleveland’s presidency and other events taking place 

during his terms as the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president. 

Twenty-fifth President William McKinley, (1897-1901) – Vice President(s) Garret Hobart, (1897-1899) 

and Theodore Roosevelt, (1901)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 14507 In the Days of McKinley by Margaret Leech (28 hours, 5 minutes) 

 Biography of the 25th President of the United States, tracing his personal and political life to the 

time of his assassination in 1901. 

 DB 31428 The Presidency of William McKinley by Lewis L. Gould (11 hours, 31 minutes) 

 McKinley, elected in 1896 as the twenty-fifth president, is considered by many to be the first 

modern president, since his administration spawned many of the precedents that succeeding 

presidents would follow. He developed a formal relationship with the press and a telegraph and 
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telephone capacity to keep abreast of happenings overseas, brought in experts through the use 

of commissions, and accepted the legislative branch as an equal. 

Twenty-sixth President Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909) – Vice President(s) Charles Fairbanks, (1905-

1909)  

Biographies:  

DB 14168 The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt: Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. 3 by Edmund Morris (28 

hours, 29 minutes) 

A detailed look at the colorful personality and life of the man who was a leader in the New York 

State Assembly at the age of 23, second-in-command of the Rough Riders, and President of the 

United States. Traces events from his birth in 1858 until his assumption of the Presidency in 

1901. 

DB 16977 Mornings on Horseback by David McCullough (15 hours, 6 minutes) 

Biography of the young Teddy Roosevelt-his childhood, education, early political career, the 

personal tragedy of losing his young wife, and life at the Dakota ranch to which he retreated 

after his candidate lost the Republican presidential nomination in 1882. Using private Roosevelt 

family papers McCullough illustrates the closeness of their family life. Bestseller. 

DB 35610 The Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt by Lewis L. Gould (15 hours, 23 minutes) 

An American history professor analyzes the domestic and foreign successes and failures of the 

United States’s twenty-sixth president. He emphasizes Roosevelt’s aggressive use of power in 

regulating big business and in campaigning to preserve natural resources. Gould highlights 

"Teddy’s" role in building the Panama Canal and developing a corollary to the Monroe Doctrine. 

He also addresses the president’s racial bias. 

DB 53306 Theodore Rex: Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. 2 by Edmund Morris (27 hours, 45 minutes) 

The sequel to The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt (DB 14168) concentrates on TR’s two terms of 

office as president following the assassination of William McKinley in 1901. Discusses 

Roosevelt’s major achievements, including a Nobel Peace Prize, the Panama Canal Treaty, and 

enduring antitrust and conservation legislation. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2001. 

DB 72124 Colonel Roosevelt: Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. 1 by Edmund Morris (33 hours, 42 

minutes) 

This sequel to Theodore Rex (DB 53306) details Republican Theodore Roosevelt’s last decade of 

life after his presidential term ended in 1909. Describes Roosevelt’s year of worldwide travel, 

feuds with successors William Taft and Woodrow Wilson, and declining health. Bestseller. 2010. 

Related Books:  
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DB 77807 The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of 

Journalism by Doris Kearns Goodwin (35 hours, 0 minutes) 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian portrays the first decade of the Progressive era, when former 

president Teddy Roosevelt challenged incumbent William Howard Taft for the 1912 Republican 

presidential nomination and tore apart the party--leading to Democrat Woodrow Wilson’s 

victory. Examines the role of muckraking journalists in pushing government reforms. Bestseller. 

2013. 

DB 85356 The Golden Lad: The Haunting Story of Quentin and Theodore Roosevelt by Eric Burns 

(7 hours, 23 minutes) 

An examination of the life of President Theodore Roosevelt’s youngest son, the frail Quentin, 

and his relationship with his father. Particularly discusses how, after Roosevelt’s championing 

America’s entry into WWI, Quentin ultimately died in aerial combat. 2016 

DB 87533 The Wars of the Roosevelts: The Ruthless Rise of America’s Greatest Political Family 

(20 hours, 35 minutes) 

A biographical history of the Roosevelt family that argues that its members’ rise to power and 

prestige was driven by a series of intense personal rivalries and internal warring. In addition to 

the more well-known members of the family, the stories of the younger generations are also 

included. 2016. 

Twenty-seventh President William Howard Taft, (1909-1913) – Vice President(s) James S. Sherman, 

(1909-1912)  

Related Books:  

DB 31186 The Presidency of William Howard Taft by Paolo E. Coletta (13 hours, 55 minutes) 

An account of the presidency of William Howard Taft from 1908 until Woodrow Wilson became 

president in 1912. Chapters cover such issues as the tariff bill, the crisis over conservation, tariff 

reciprocity with Canada, the antitrust crusade, dollar diplomacy, and Taft’s falling-out with 

Theodore Roosevelt. 

Related Books: 

DB 14474 William Howard Taft: A Conservative’s Conception of the Presidency by Donald F. 

Anderson (11 hours, 4 minutes) 

Analysis of Taft’s accomplishments as party leader, administrator, legislator, leader of public 

opinion, and diplomat. 

DB 70272 The Imperial Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and War by James Bradley (9 hours, 52 

minutes) 
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Chronicle of 1905 diplomatic trip to Asia led by the then secretary of war William Howard Taft 

for President Theodore Roosevelt. Asserts that Taft’s secret agenda--to broker a pact allowing 

Japan to expand into Korea--was unconstitutional and set the stage for war. Some violence and 

some strong language. Bestseller. 2009. 

DB 77807 The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of 

Journalism by Doris Kearns Goodwin (35 hours, 0 minutes) 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian portrays the first decade of the Progressive era, when former 

president Teddy Roosevelt challenged incumbent William Howard Taft for the 1912 Republican 

presidential nomination and tore apart the party--leading to Democrat Woodrow Wilson’s 

victory. Examines the role of muckraking journalists in pushing government reforms. Bestseller. 

2013. 

Twenty-eighth President Woodrow Wilson, (1913-1921) – Vice President(s) Thomas R. Marshall, 

(1913-1921)  

Biographies:  

DB 35502 Woodrow Wilson by August Heckscher (29 hours, 35 minutes) 

A biography of the twenty-eighth president of the United States by a former president of the 

Woodrow Wilson Foundation and editor of the Wilson papers. The author traces Wilson’s 

academic life as a political-science professor and university president, followed by his political 

career as a governor and the chief executive. Heckscher discusses Wilson’s failure to act on his 

opposition to racial segregation, and his crusade for entry into the League of Nations. 

DB 35613 The Presidency of Woodrow Wilson by Kendrick A. Clements (13 hours, 9 minutes) 

A professor of history examined both primary and secondary sources in the United States and 

abroad to research this study of the principal issues and events of the Wilson administration. 

Clements traces the evolution of Wilson’s political thought after he was elected president in 

1912. He writes about Wilson’s dealings with Congress; his support of agricultural, industrial, 

and foreign policy reforms; and his controversial role in World War I. 

DB 53360 When the Cheering Stopped: The Last Years of Woodrow Wilson by Gene Smith (11 

hours, 7 minutes) 

Details the last months of U.S. president Woodrow Wilson’s second term in office (1919-1921), 

when he was physically incapacitated and isolated by his physician and second wife, Edith. His 

forced retreat from political life undermined America’s full support of the League of Nations. 

Continues with the Wilsons’ retirement in Washington. 1964. 

DB 77640 Wilson by A. Scott Berg (33 hours, 10 minutes) 
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Lindbergh (DB 46913) chronicles the life of the twenty-eighth 

American president, Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924). Covers Wilson’s southern, Civil War-era 

childhood; career in academia; New Jersey governorship; 1912 presidential election; decision to 

take the United States into World War I; and debilitating illness. Bestseller. 2013. 

Related Books: 

DB 17127 A President in Love: The Courtship Letters of Woodrow Wilson and Edith Bolling Galt 

edited by Edwin Tribble (7 hours, 55 minutes) 

Collection of letters records the 1915 courtship between President Woodrow Wilson and the 

Washington widow who became his second wife. Romantic and exuberant in style, they reveal 

the affection and growing intimacy between them. 

DB 54666 Edith and Woodrow: The Wilson White House by Phyllis Lee Levin (26 hours, 5 

minutes) 

Former New York Times reporter discusses Edith Bolling Galt Wilson’s role in running the 

country, especially after President Woodrow Wilson’s 1919 stroke. Using formerly unavailable 

medical reports, White House memorandums, and internal documents, Levin shows how Edith 

made herself indispensable to her husband and destroyed his relationship with his friend and 

advisor Colonel Edward House. 2001. 

DB 94098 The Moralist: Woodrow Wilson and the World He Made by Patricia O’Toole (23 hours, 

15 minutes) 

Author of The Five of Hearts (DB 34208) profiles President Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) and his 

impact on world affairs. Contrasts Wilson’s die-hard views on social issues such as racial equality 

and women’s suffrage with his progressive ideas on the role of government. Unrated. 

Commercial audiobook. 2018.  

Twenty-ninth President Warren G. Harding, (1921-1923) – Vice President(s) Calvin Coolidge, (1921-

1923)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 14742 The Harding Era: Warren G. Harding and His Administration by Robert K. Murray (32 

hours, 47 minutes) 

 The nomination, election, and presidency of this controversial figure. 

 DB 32060 The Presidency of Warren G. Harding by Eugene P. Trani and David L. Wilson (9 hours, 

13 minutes) 

 Scholars have consistently rated Harding as least successful of all the Presidents of the United 

States. The authors acknowledge, "he was an ineffective leader who suffered both personal and 
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political scandal," but assess his term as one of transition, from war to peace, and from rural to 

urban concerns. Harding died in 1923 of natural causes, on a speaking tour in California, after 

only three years in office. 

Related Books: 

 DB 46805 Florence Harding: The First Lady, the Jazz Age, and the Death of America’s Most 

Scandalous President by Carl Sferrazza Anthony (28 hours, 2 minutes) 

 In this biography Florence Harding is portrayed as an immensely popular first lady. During the 

1920s she championed women’s rights, helped establish the Veterans Bureau, welcomed 

African American women to the White House, and was her husband’s political partner. She also 

endured his adulterous affairs and numerous scandals. 

Thirtieth President Calvin Coolidge, (1923-1929) – Vice President(s) Charles Dawes, (1925-1929)  

 Biographies:  

 DB 31107 Calvin Coolidge, the Quiet President by Donald R. McCoy (17 hours, 40 minutes) 

 McCoy’s account of the thirtieth president emphasizes the person rather than the times. He 

describes Coolidge as a cautious, dependable, honest person who had self-confidence in his 

work and yet was, for a public figure, modest. Unfortunately Coolidge’s rather cautious path, 

which led people to consider him a success for his time, has also made him a scapegoat for the 

Great Depression. 

 DB 49654 The Presidency of Calvin Coolidge by Robert H. Ferrell (11 hours, 21 minutes) 

 Portrait of Coolidge’s youth in Vermont, his years at Amherst College, and his careers as a 

lawyer, Massachusetts governor, vice president, and thirtieth U.S. president. Explores social, 

economic, and foreign affairs issues faced by his 1920s administration. Depicts Coolidge as an 

honest and devoted civil servant. 1998. 

DB 76304 Coolidge by Amity Shlaes (21 hours, 51 minutes) 

 Author of The Forgotten Man (DB 66807) chronicles the life of Republican president Calvin 

Coolidge (1872-1933) from his New England roots to the assumption of the presidency after the 

death of President Warren Harding in 1923. Highlights Coolidge’s economic policies and his 

support of new technology. Bestseller. 2013. 

Related Books:  

DBC 03705 A City in Terror: Calvin Coolidge and the 1919 Boston Police Strike by Francis Russell 

(11 hours, 25 minutes) 
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When its entire police force went out on strike in 1919, the city of Boston was rocked by two 

days of chaos and mob rule -- and by fierce denounciations of the police union from politicians 

across the country. Never again would a major police force go out on strike, and almost 

overnight the Baystate’s taciturn governor, Calvin Coolidge, became a national figure. Written 

with verve and authority, here is the story of a seminal but often overlooked turning point in 

American history. 

DB 78201 Grace Coolidge: The People’s Lady in Silent Cal’s White House by Robert H. Ferrell (7 

hours, 47 minutes) 

The author of The Presidency of Calvin Coolidge (DB 49654) pens a biography of the president’s 

wife Grace (1879-1957). Discusses her Vermont childhood, teaching career at the Clarke School 

for the Deaf, religious beliefs, marriage, and role as First Lady during the 1920s. 2008. 

Thirty-first President Herbert Hoover, (1929-1933) – Vice President(s) Charles Curtis, (1929-1933)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 21742 An Uncommon Man: The Triumph of Herbert Hoover by Richard Norton Smith (17 

hours, 55 minutes) 

 Focuses on Hoover’s life after the presidency, from his bitter exit in 1933 through his years of 

obsession with FDR. Tells of his forlorn hope for vindication and of his easing-up after 

Roosevelt’s death. Gives an account of Hoover’s war-relief and government reorganization 

activities. 

 DB 29662 The Life of Herbert Hoover, Vol. 1: The Engineer, 1874-1914 by George H. Nash (26 

hours, 3 minutes) 

 This first volume of a multi-part series covers the life of Hoover up to the age of forty. Nash 

writes briefly of Hoover’s orphaned boyhood and his years at Stanford, then devotes most of his 

account to Hoover’s work in mining operations in Western Australia and China. He then covers 

the years when Hoover began to turn toward a desire for public service. 

 DB 29631 The Life of Herbert Hoover, Vol. 2: The Humanitarian, 1914-1917 by George H. Nash 

(16 hours, 59 minutes) 

 In this second volume of a multi-part series on Hoover’s life, Nash covers the years during World 

War I when Hoover was in charge of relief work in Europe. Here Hoover showed the skill as an 

administrator that prepared him for his future role as president. 

 DB 31414 The Presidency of Herbert C. Hoover by Martin L. Fausold (12 hours, 26 minutes) 

 A professor of history at the State University of New York at Geneseo explores two questions 

concerning the presidency of Herbert Hoover: first, whether he attained the goals set out in his 

inaugural address, among which were liberty, equality of opportunity, and strengthening of the 

mailto:nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov


Order any of these books today by contacting your Readers Advisor at  
1-800-742-7691 | 1-402-471-4038 | nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov 

 
home; and second, whether he attacked the causes of the depression. His defeat in 1932 makes 

clear he had not met the expectations of most voters. 

 DB 62191 The Life of Herbert Hoover, Vol. 3: Master of Emergencies, 1917-1918 by George H. 

Nash (29 hours, 23 minutes) 

 Following The Life of Herbert Hoover: The Humanitarian (DB 29631), the third volume in an 

ongoing biography of the thirty-first president concentrates on Hoover’s role as U.S. food 

administrator during World War I, when government regulation prevented widespread 

starvation at home and abroad. 1996. 

DB 86243 Herbert Hoover: A Life by Glen Jeansonne (16 hours, 30 minutes) 

 Historian describes the life of the controversial president, dismissing some previous assumptions 

about him. Jeansonne presents Hoover as a political progressive in the mold of Theodore 

Roosevelt, and the most resourceful American since Benjamin Franklin. Covers Hoover’s 

childhood, early career as an engineer, and political achievements. Unrated. Commercial 

audiobook. 2016. 

 DB 89321 Hoover: An Extraordinary Life in Extraordinary Times by Kenneth Whyte (27 hours, 41 

minutes) 

 A reexamination of the life and career of President Herbert Hoover. Discusses his difficult 

childhood, his business career, his work during World War I, his presidency, his defeat by 

Roosevelt, and his return to grace as Truman’s emissary to aid World War II refugees. Unrated. 

Commercial audiobook. 2017. 

Thirty-second President Franklin D. Roosevelt, (1933-1945) – Vice President(s) John Nance Garner, 

(1933-1941), Henry A. Wallace, (1941-1945), and Harry S Truman, (1945)  

Biographies:  

DB 17703 FDR, 1882-1945: A Centenary Remembrance by Joseph Alsop  

A pungent blend of memoir-essay that marks the centenary of FDR’s birth on January 30, 1882. 

Alsop, an esteemed political journalist and writer, is a Roosevelt relative and was a family 

intimate during FDR’s White House years. Includes numerous anecdotes on personal 

experiences with FDR and other family members and relates both the man and his times with 

vivid candor. 

DB 39154 No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, the Home Front in World War II by 

Doris Kearns Goodwin (40 hours, 18 minutes) 

A portrait of the president and the first lady during World War II. Based on her examination of 

their papers, and interviews with their friends and family, Goodwin analyzes the Roosevelts’ 
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adversities, achievements, and leadership from interrelated political, social, intellectual, and 

personal perspectives. 

DB 63751 FDR by Jean Edward Smith (32 hours, 45 minutes) 

Author of John Marshall (RC 44531) draws on archives to pen a biography of Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, the thirty-second president of the United States. Chronicles his political career as 

governor of New York and four terms as commander in chief. Explores his complex personal life 

involving his family and mistresses. Commercial audiobook. 2007. 

DB 68895 The Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt by George McJimsey (15 hours, 22 

minutes) 

Professor analyzes the four-term presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR). Focuses on 

both domestic issues, including economic and social recovery from the Great Depression era, 

and international affairs, in which FDR stood against colonialism, fascism, and communism. 

Accentuates the transformation of the American presidency and FDR’s pluralist leanings. 2000. 

DB 73667 Franklin and Eleanor: An Extraordinary Marriage by Hazel Rowley (14 hours, 44 

minutes) 

Portrays the marriage of Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt as a radical partnership that helped 

both husband and wife achieve their ambitions and political goals. Discusses their extended 

family of close companions and lovers as well as Franklin’s polio and Eleanor’s social work. Some 

strong language. 2010. 

DB 90466 The Last 100 Days: FDR at War and at Peace by David B. Woolner (12 hours, 43 

minutes) 

Historian examines the final days of FDR’s life and presidency. Discusses Roosevelt’s efforts to 

establish the United Nations, the reinvigoration of the New Deal, the president’s quiet moments 

with close companions, and the months leading to his death in 1945. Unrated. Commercial 

audiobook. 2017. 

Related Books: 

DB 64865 The Autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt by Eleanor Roosevelt (20 hours, 35 minutes) 

Self-portrait of Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962), wife of U.S. president Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

and a champion of human rights. Recalls her childhood years, her involvement in politics, her 

role as first lady, and her international focus after FDR’s death in 1945. Includes personal 

observations about her husband and children. 1961. 

DB 68945 The Defining Moment: FDR’s Hundred Days and the Triumph of Hope by Jonathan 

Alter (14 hours, 50 minutes) 
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Concentrates on the beginning of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s presidency in 1933 (the "Hundred 

Days"), when federal legislation was implemented to provide immediate relief from the effects 

of the Great Depression. Details the programs that were launched, including Social Security, and 

the failure to implement others, including universal healthcare. 2006. 

DB 85166 Rightful Heritage: Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Land of America by Douglas Brinkley 

(25 hours, 27 minutes) 

Author of Cronkite (DB 75163) and The Wilderness Warrior (DB 69762) explores the 

environmental works and heritage of President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945). Discusses 

Roosevelt’s personal connections with nature and the work done by the Civilian Conservation 

Corps, which was created as part of the New Deal. 2016. 

DB 86282 Eleanor Roosevelt, Volume 1: The Early Years, 1884-1933 by Blanche Wiesen Cook (22 

hours, 10 minutes) 

The first volume in a comprehensive biography of the longest-serving First Lady of the United 

States, who worked as a politician, diplomat, and activist. This volume discusses her birth into 

American aristocracy, her early private life, and her public fight against discrimination. Unrated. 

Commercial audiobook. 1992. 

DB 86283 Eleanor Roosevelt, Volume 2: The Defining Years, 1933-1938 by Blanche Wiesen Cook 

(28 hours, 58 minutes) 

The second volume in a comprehensive biography of the longest-serving First Lady of the United 

States, who worked as a politician, diplomat, and activist. This volume covers the tumultuous 

era of the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the years leading up to World War II. Unrated. 

Commercial audiobook. 1992. 

DB 86605 Eleanor Roosevelt, Volume 3: The War Years and After, 1939-1962 by Blanche Wiesen 

Cook (26 hours, 27 minutes) 

The third volume in a comprehensive biography of the longest-serving First Lady of the United 

States, who worked as a politician, diplomat, and activist. This volume covers World War II, 

FDR’s death, the founding of the UN, and Eleanor’s death in 1962. Unrated. Commercial 

audiobook. 2016. 

DB 87533 The Wars of the Roosevelts: The Ruthless Rise of America’s Greatest Political Family 

(20 hours, 35 minutes) 

A biographical history of the Roosevelt family that argues that its members’ rise to power and 

prestige was driven by a series of intense personal rivalries and internal warring. In addition to 

the more well-known members of the family, the stories of the younger generations are also 

included. 2016. 
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Thirty-third President Harry S. Truman (1945-1953) – Vice President(s) Alben Barkley, (1949-1953)  

Biographies:  

DB 12301 Conflict and Crisis: The Presidency of Harry S. Truman, 1945-1948 by Robert J. 

Donovan (23 hours, 10 minutes) 

Blending personal observation with new historical material, a veteran Washington journalist 

assesses the performance of the Midwestern senator as president of the United States. 

DB 23817 Truman: The Rise to Power by Richard Lawrence Miller (18 hours, 47 minutes) 

Truman’s pre-presidential years, with emphasis on what Miller sees as Truman’s early, 

questionable business ventures and connection with the corrupt Pendergast machine in Kansas 

City. Miller portrays Truman as a practical politician who, to assure his power base, constantly 

struggled with his "life plan" and his own vision of the public good. Some strong language. 

DB 30020 Memoirs of Harry S. Truman, Vol. 1: Year of Decisions by Harry S. Truman (25 hours, 

49 minutes) 

Truman wrote of his time in the White House shortly after leaving office. In this first volume of a 

two-volume work, he covers the year 1945, in which the country saw the death of Roosevelt, 

the conferences at Yalta and Potsdam, the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the 

establishment of the United Nations. 

DB 30021 Memoirs of Harry S. Truman, Vol. 2: Years of Trial and Hope by Harry S. Truman (24 

hours, 11 minutes) 

Truman wrote of his time in the White House shortly after leaving office. In the final volume of a 

two-volume work, he covers the years l946-l952 including such topics as the Berlin airlift and the 

Chinese revolution; and such personalities as Marshall, MacArthur, Chiang Kai-Shek, and Dewey. 

DB 32063 The Presidency of Harry S. Truman by Donald R. McCoy (15 hours, 55 minutes) 

Catapulted into the presidency by the sudden death of Franklin D. Roosevelt, on April 12, 1945, 

Harry S Truman was unprepared for the task. Vice-president for only eighty-three days, Truman 

depended upon his midwestern background, his knowledge of history, and his experience in 

World War I to help him lead the nation. His decisiveness won the respect of the voters, and in 

1948 they elected him president in his own right. 

DB 34820 Truman by David McCullough (45 hours, 17 minutes) 

A monumental study of the life and times of the plainspoken, plain-looking, "ordinary" man 

from Missouri who became an extraordinary president. McCullough details Truman’s 

accomplishments as a politician and a statesman, as well as his failings and his lack of 
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sophistication. And the author recreates the famous 1948 presidential election, which he calls 

Truman’s finest hour. 

DB 69543 Harry Truman’s Excellent Adventure: The True Story of a Great American Road Trip by 

Matthew Algeo (8 hours, 22 minutes) 

Author retraces the 1953 2,500-mile cross-country road trip of Harry and Bess Truman. 

Describes the Trumans’ post-presidential life in Missouri, when they lived on Harry’s army 

pension, and provides first-person accounts of the original journey. 2009. 

DB 89835 The Accidental President: Harry S. Truman and the Four Months That Changed the 

World by A.J. Baime (14 hours, 25 minutes) 

An account of Truman’s first four months as president during the climax of World War II. 

Discusses his involvement in the founding of the United Nations, the Potsdam Conference, the 

Manhattan Project, the Nazi surrender, and the decision to bomb Japan. 2017. 

Related Books: 

DB 20037 Dear Bess: The Letters from Harry to Bess Truman, 1910-1959 edited by Robert H. 

Ferrell (26 hours, 26 minutes) 

Newly discovered correspondence from the thirty-third president of the United States. The main 

emphasis is on the warmth of letters written to his wife. Also evokes midwestern farm life 

before World War I and reflects the down-to-earth views and experiences of an American family 

man who happened to become president. 

Thirty-fourth President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) – Vice President(s) Richard Nixon, (1953-

1961)  

Biographies:  

DB 16805 Eisenhower the President: Crucial Days, 1951-1960 by William Bragg Ewald, Jr. (13 

hours, 40 minutes) 

A speechwriter for President Eisenhower draws upon his long association with the president and 

upon sensitive presidential papers to shed an admiring light on the man and his administration. 

Includes information on Eisenhower’s role in the Army-McCarthy hearings, the appointment of 

Chief Justice Warren, the U.S. refusal to help France in Viet Nam, and some thirteen other 

issues. 

DB 21174 Eisenhower, Vol. 1: Soldier, General of the Army, President Elect, 1890-1952 by 

Stephen E. Ambrose (27 hours, 4 minutes) 

The first volume of a definitive biography of the only twentieth-century leader to achieve his 

country’s highest military and civilian ranks. The author, an editor of the Eisenhower papers, 
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summarizes Ike’s boyhood in Abilene and his pre-World War II military assignments. This 

account focuses primarily on his roles as chief of staff, supreme commander, university 

president, and Republican candidate for president. 

DB 22304 Eisenhower, Vol. 2: President by Stephen E. Ambrose (30 hours, 39 minutes) 

A balanced human portrait that covers Eisenhower’s two terms as president, his retirement, and 

his death in 1969. Although he did not disavow Senator McCarthy and was negative on civil 

rights, Eisenhower was in full control of the presidency during eight years of peace and 

prosperity. This second and concluding volume follows "Eisenhower: Volume One, Soldier, 

General of the Army, President-Elect, 1890-1952" (DB 21174). 

DB 29223 At Ease: Stories I Tell to Friends by Dwight D. Eisenhower (14 hours, 28 minutes) 

Presidential reminiscences and anecdotes as well as autobiographical recollections covering 

Eisenhower’s Kansas boyhood, West Point career, and courtship of Mamie. 

DB 32332 Eisenhower: A Centennial Life by Michael R. Beschloss (6 hours, 20 minutes) 

Published on the one hundredth anniversary of his birth, this account of Eisenhower by historian 

Beschloss offers an overview of the life of the thirty-fourth president of the United States. 

Begins with Eisenhower’s early years in Abilene, Kansas, and continues with his years at West 

Point, marriage to Mamie Doud, military service (especially his role as Supreme Allied 

Commander), his presidency, and retirement. 

DB 34435 The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower by Chester J. Pach (11 hours, 37 minutes) 

Pach’s revision of Richardson’s work benefits from material available with the opening of the 

Eisenhower Library. Focuses on Eisenhower’s political, domestic, and foreign policies. Pach 

argues that although Eisenhower was a thoughtful and skillful leader, his presidency was much 

more complex than presented by some earlier historians. 

DB 49646 Eisenhower by Geoffrey Perret (24 hours, 45 minutes) 

Biography of President Dwight D. Eisenhower covering his childhood, military career, and years 

in public office. Uses primary sources such as diaries and letters to document his personal and 

professional life. Chronicles postwar events of the McCarthy era, the civil rights movement, and 

military actions in Korea and Vietnam. 1999. 

DB 65439 Ike: An American Hero by Michael Korda (26 hours, 40 minutes) 

Chronicles Dwight D. Eisenhower’s rise from Mennonite, Kansas farmboy to Supreme 

Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe during World War II. Details Ike’s personal life, 

military career, and two terms as U.S. president during the Cold War. Some strong language. 

2007. 
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DB 73880 Going Home to Glory: A Memoir of Life with Dwight D. Eisenhower by David 

Eisenhower and Nancy Nixon Eisenhower (12 hours, 7 minutes) 

Eisenhower’s grandson David describes his grandfather’s retirement on the cattle farm "Ike" 

owned in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Discusses the thirty-fourth president’s opinions on the 

Vietnam War and his relationships with John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Richard Nixon. 

Sequel to Eisenhower at War (DB 24966). 2010. 

DB 74849 Eisenhower: In War and Peace by Jean Edward Smith (30 hours, 8 minutes) 

Prize-winning author posits that Dwight Eisenhower (1890-1969) was the second-most 

successful twentieth-century U.S. president, surpassed only by Franklin Roosevelt. Chronicles 

Eisenhower’s family life, pre-World War II army career, and rise to Allied supreme commander. 

Highlights the achievements of his presidency, including civil rights legislation, peace, and 

prosperity. 2012. 

Related Books: 

DBC 16050 Ike and McCarthy: Dwight Eisenhower’s Secret Campaign Against Joseph McCarthy 

by David A. Nichols (11 hours, 21 minutes) 

Revealed for the first time, this is the full story of how President Dwight Eisenhower 

masterminded the downfall of the anti-Communist demagogue Senator Joseph McCarthy. 

Unrated. 

DB 10437 Past Forgetting: My Love Affair with Dwight D. Eisenhower by Kay Summersby Morgan 

(7 hours, 34 minutes) 

Story of the secret love affair between the former supreme commander of the Allied forces in 

Europe and Kay Summersby, the English fashion model who served as his driver in wartime 

London. Some strong language. 

DB 47706 The Victors: Eisenhower and His Boys, the Men of World War II by Stephen E. 

Ambrose (13 hours, 50 minutes) 

Drawing material from his previous works on World War II and General Eisenhower, Ambrose 

provides an account of the last year of the war. Portrays Eisenhower as supreme commander 

and those who served under him from D-Day, June 6, 1944, to Germany’s unconditional 

surrender on May 7, 1945. 

DB 65091 15 Stars: Eisenhower, MacArthur, Marshall: Three Generals Who Saved the American 

Century by Stanley Weintraub (24 hours, 40 minutes) 

Examines the lives of three American military leaders whose careers intertwined during the 

twentieth century. Discusses their personal characteristics, public images, and contributions to 

history. 2007. 
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DB 76788 Ike’s Bluff: President Eisenhower’s Secret Battle to Save the World by Evan Thomas 

(15 hours, 18 minutes) 

Author of The War Lovers (DB 71695) uses diaries and declassified archives to investigate 

President Eisenhower’s plan for "massive retaliation" in response to the threat of nuclear attack 

during the Cold War. Explains how Ike kept both the communists and his own generals in check. 

Some strong language. 2012. 

DB 77070 Ike and Dick: Portrait of a Strange Political Marriage by Jeffrey Frank (16 hours, 48 

minutes) 

Analyzes the political and personal relationship of President Dwight D. Eisenhower and his two-

term vice president Richard M. Nixon. Discusses Cold War politics, the personalities of the two 

politicians, and the complications caused by the romance between Eisenhower’s grandson and 

Nixon’s daughter. 2013. 

Thirty-fifth President John F. Kennedy, (1961-1963) – Vice President(s) Lyndon B. Johnson, (1961-1963)  

Biographies:  

DB 35619 The Presidency of John F. Kennedy by James N. Giglio (16 hours, 7 minutes) 

With limited access to documents held in the Kennedy Library, a professor of history has created 

an account of the thirty-fifth presidency mainly from published and secondary sources. Giglio 

surveys the controversial term of a "thousand days," during which Kennedy left his imprint. The 

author credits JFK’s success to the charm that controlled the media, and to the political skills 

that gave the appearance of decisiveness. 

DB 42809 Jack and Jackie: Portrait of an American Marriage by Christopher Andersen (14 hours, 

2 minutes) 

Andersen examines the relationship between John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Jacqueline Lee 

Bouvier, revealing details about their courtship, Jackie’s difficult pregnancies, John’s rumored 

liaisons with numerous celebrities, and the impact of children on their marriage. Some strong 

language and some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 

DB 73954 Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero by Chris Matthews (14 hours, 4 minutes) 

Author of Kennedy and Nixon: The Rivalry that Shaped Postwar America (DB 44548) draws on 

interviews, oral histories, and correspondence to explore personal and professional details of 

John F. Kennedy’s life. Discusses Kennedy’s persistent ill health, foray into politics at age twenty-

eight, and the notion of Camelot. Bestseller. 2011. 

DB 78369 The Kennedy Half-Century: The Presidency, Assassination, and Lasting Legacy of John 

F. Kennedy by Larry J. Sabato (29 hours, 53 minutes) 

mailto:nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov


Order any of these books today by contacting your Readers Advisor at  
1-800-742-7691 | 1-402-471-4038 | nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov 

 
Political scientist Sabato offers an evaluation of John F. Kennedy’s political legacy fifty years 

after the president’s 1963 assassination. Addresses his early career, religion, successes and 

failures, death, and influence on policies and politics. 2013. 

Related Books:  

DB 25959 The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys by Doris Kearns Goodwin  

This detailed account begins with the baptism of John Francis Fitzgerald (Rose Kennedy’s father) 

in 1863 and ends with John Kennedy’s inauguration in 1961. The story sweeps from the 

immigrant ghetto of Boston’s North End to JFK’s "Camelot" and takes in just about everything 

along the way: the rowdy politics; Wall Street speculation in the 1920s; Joe Kennedy’s affair with 

Gloria Swanson; the New Deal; and the campaigns that catapulted an entire family to 

international status. Some strong language. Bestseller 1987. 

DB 51344 America’s Queen: The Life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis by Sarah Bradford (27 hours, 

24 minutes) 

British author of Princess Grace (RC 21082) and Elizabeth (DB 51345) describes the life of the 

former first lady. Assesses her relationships with the various men in her life, her role in the 

White House, her chronic obsession with money, and her later days in New York. Bestseller. 

2000. 

DB 66429 Brothers: The Hidden History of the Kennedy Years by David Talbot (18 hours, 33 

minutes) 

Founder of salon.com interviews more than 150 people concerning President John F. Kennedy’s 

1963 assassination. Focuses on Bobby Kennedy’s suspicion of an alliance among Cuban exiles, 

the Mafia, and the CIA and covers Bobby’s quest for justice before he was also gunned down. 

Strong language. 2007. 

DB 67171 The Last Campaign: Robert F. Kennedy and 82 Days That Inspired America by Thurston 

Clarke (12 hours, 8 minutes) 

Chronicles the final weeks of Robert Kennedy’s campaign for the U.S. presidency that ceased 

with his June 5, 1968, assassination in Los Angeles. Describes the political agenda of Kennedy, a 

U.S. senator from New York: to stop the Vietnam War, ensure civil rights, and end poverty. 

Some strong language. 2008. 

DB 68878 Last Lion: The Fall and Rise of Ted Kennedy edited by Peter S. Canellos (16 hours, 3 

minutes) 

Boston Globe reporters examine the life and career of U.S. senator from Massachusetts Ted 

Kennedy, scion of a political dynasty. Details Kennedy-family tragedies; his liberal-Democratic 
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ideals; and his personal affairs, including two marriages, a 1969 car accident that halted his 

presidential ambitions, and 2008 treatment for a brain tumor. 2009. 

DB 69538 True Compass: A Memoir by Edward M. Kennedy (17 hours, 40 minutes) 

Autobiography of the Democratic senator from Massachusetts, Ted Kennedy (1932-2009). 

Reminisces about his family, childhood, education, marriages, and five decades in politics. 

Discusses the assassinations of his brothers John and Bobby, the 1969 car accident at 

Chappaquiddick, and his battle with terminal brain cancer. Bestseller. 2009. 

DB 69565 Bobby and Jackie: A Love Story by C. David Heymann (8 hours, 53 minutes) 

Explores the relationship between Jackie Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy following the death of 

President John Kennedy in 1963. Asserts that their friendship turned into an affair that 

continued until Bobby’s 1968 presidential campaign--despite the fact that he was married and 

both of them had other lovers. Strong language. Bestseller. 2009. 

DB 72229 The Kennedy Detail: JFK’s Secret Service Agents Break Their Silence by Gerald Blaine 

and Lisa McCubbin (15 hours, 15 minutes) 

Former Secret Service agent recounts events surrounding the assassination of President 

Kennedy in Dallas on November 22, 1963. Draws on his own experience and cites notes, 

interviews, and archived records from others assigned to protect Kennedy to describe the killing 

and the subsequent emotional trauma. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2010. 

DB 72400 The Road to Dallas: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy by David Kaiser (19 hours, 

20 minutes) 

Naval War College historian uses government files opened in the 1990s to examine John F. 

Kennedy’s 1963 assassination. Posits that Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone gunman but the plot 

was orchestrated by organized crime in retaliation against Bobby Kennedy’s anti-Mafia 

campaign and U.S. policies on Cuba. Strong language. 2008. 

DB 72619 Letters to Jackie: Condolences from a Grieving Nation edited by Ellen Fitzpatrick (13 

hours, 1 minute) 

Some two hundred and fifty letters to Jacqueline Kennedy from ordinary Americans of every age 

group, race, and religion reflect the country’s grief after the 1963 assassination of President 

John F. Kennedy. Culled from more than a million condolences archived in the JFK library in 

Boston. 2010. 

DB 74038 Jacqueline Kennedy: Historic Conversations on Life with John F. Kennedy by Jacqueline 

Kennedy Onassis (12 hours, 50 minutes) 

Oral history project by former First Lady offers firsthand accounts of and personal insight into 

the private and public life of her late husband, John F. Kennedy. Includes the original recordings 
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of the 1964 interviews conducted by Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr. 

Foreword by Caroline Kennedy. Bestseller. 2011. 

DB 74411 Once Upon a Secret: My Affair with President John F. Kennedy and Its Aftermath by 

Mimi Alford (6 hours, 15 minutes) 

Author relates the seventeen-month sexual relationship she had at the age of nineteen with 

President John F. Kennedy. Describes accepting an unsolicited White House summer internship 

in 1962 as an inexperienced adolescent and becoming the object of the president’s physical 

desires shortly afterward. Some descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2012. 

DB 74673 Mrs. Kennedy and Me by Clint Hill and Lisa McCubbin (12 hours, 21 minutes) 

Retired Secret Service agent Clint Hill--who protected five U.S. presidents--recalls his service to 

First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy from 1960-1964, including the 1963 assassination of President 

Kennedy. Describes Mrs. Kennedy’s routines and travels and reveals that she was rarely at the 

White House. Bestseller. 2012. 

DB 75615 Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard (12 hours, 7 

minutes) 

Political commentator O’Reilly and historian Dugard, coauthors of Killing Lincoln (DB 73850), 

chronicle the presidency of John F. Kennedy; the life of Lee Harvey Oswald, the former defector 

to the Soviet Union who killed Kennedy in 1963; and the events that led to the assassination. 

Bestseller. 2012. 

DB 75899 The Patriarch: The Remarkable Life and Turbulent Times of Joseph P. Kennedy by 

David Nasaw (30 hours, 43 minutes) 

Authorized biography of Joseph P. Kennedy (1888-1969), father of President John F. Kennedy, by 

the author of Andrew Carnegie (DB 65058). Describes Kennedy’s background as the son of a 

wealthy Boston businessman and his life as a banker, Hollywood producer, ambassador, political 

power broker, and loving father. Bestseller. 2012. 

DB 77751 After Camelot: A Personal History of the Kennedy Family 1968 to the Present by J. 

Randy Taraborrelli (22 hours, 1 minute) 

Taraborrelli provides a behind-the-scenes look at the Kennedy family in the years after President 

John F. Kennedy’s assassination. Describes the challenges Bobby’s children faced, the Shrivers’ 

philanthropic work, Jackie’s emotional turmoil, the sudden death of John F. Kennedy Jr., and the 

influence of Teddy. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2013. 

DB 86952 The Nine of Us: Growing Up Kennedy by Jean Kennedy Smith (5 house, 3 minutes) 
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Jean Kennedy Smith, daughter of Joe and Rose Kennedy, describes her childhood. Includes 

discussions of daily family rituals, sibling relationships, and the values that her parents worked 

to instill in all of the children. 2016. 

DB 89056 Jackie’s Girl: My Life with the Kennedy Family by Kathy McKeon (8 hours, 17 minutes) 

A coming-of-age memoir from the woman who spent over a decade as Jackie Kennedy’s 

personal assistant and occasional nanny, first hired in 1964. Discusses her close relationships 

with the former first lady and the Kennedy children, and provides a look at the private life of a 

prominent family. 2017. 

DB 90311 Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit by Chris Matthews (10 hours, 28 minutes) 

Journalist and political commentator provides a celebration of the life and work of Robert 

Francis Kennedy. Discusses his time in the Navy, his role as attorney general in his brother’s 

administration, his 1968 presidential campaign, and more. 2017. 

Thirty-sixth President Lyndon B. Johnson, (1963-1969) – Vice President(s) Hubert Humphrey, (1965-

1969)  

Biographies:  

DB 09793 Lyndon Johnson and the American Dream by Doris Kearns Goodwin (17 hours, 25 

minutes) 

Penetrating biography of the late president, based on interviews taken during the last five years 

of his life. Highlights Johnson’s thoughts and personal life and offers insights into the American 

political system. Some strong language. 

DB 11098 LBJ the Way He Was by Frank Cormier (9 hours, 16 minutes) 

Memoir of the man and his presidency by the "dean" of the White House correspondents. 

Cormier reveals Johnson as a complex and paradoxical figure. Some strong language. 

DB 16412 Lyndon, an Oral Biography by Merle Miller (38 hours, 42 minutes) 

Tells the colorful life story of the thirty-sixth president of the United States, Lyndon Baines 

Johnson, from his birth in Stonewall, Texas, during a stormy night, to his sudden and solitary 

death there of a heart attack in 1973. A portrait as seen by his family, friends, and enemies, of 

the reluctant vice president and the unexpected president. Strong language. Bestseller. 

DB 18422 The Politician: The Life and Times of Lyndon Johnson; the Drive for Power, from the 

Frontier to Master of the Senate by Ronnie Dugger (30 hours, 14 minutes) 
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A veteran Texas journalist calls the last fifty years the "Johnson Period." A critical biography, 

portraying Johnson, not only as an energetic politician convinced of his ability to do good, but 

also as a power-hungry man willing to sacrifice principles to further his political career. 

DB 18676 The Path to Power: The Years of Lyndon B. Johnson, Volume 1 by Robert A. Caro (38 

hours, 7 minutes) 

The first part of a three-part political biography of Lyndon Johnson. Recreates the early life of 

the thirty-sixth President, assembling innumerable anecdotes of his childhood, college years, 

and early political career to reveal the ruthlessness and complexity of his forceful personality. 

The author immersed himself for seven years in Johnson’s life in order to portray his Texas, his 

Washington, and his America. Bestseller. 1982. 

DB 30837 Means of Ascent: The Years of Lyndon B. Johnson, Volume 2 by Robert A. Caro (22 

hours, 54 minutes) 

The second installment in Caro’s biography of Lyndon Johnson focuses on his brief military 

service, his acquisition of wealth through his Austin radio station (KTBC), and the 1948 election, 

won by only eighty-seven votes, which sent Johnson to the U.S. Senate and changed history. 

Sequel to The Path to Power: The Years of Lyndon Johnson, Volume 1 (DB 18676). Bestseller. 

1990. 

DB 31314 The Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson by Vaughn Davis Bornet (18 hours, 44 minutes) 

A scholarly critique of the five years Lyndon Baines Johnson served as thirty-sixth president of 

the United States, from late 1963 until 1969. Discusses the issues he faced--specifically, the 

appropriateness of waging an undeclared war, the extent to which the government could 

legislate civil rights, the war to eliminate poverty, the funding of the arts and humanities, and 

the exploration of space. 

DB 34378 Lone Star Rising: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 1908-1960 by Robert Dallek (30 

hours, 12 minutes) 

This is the first of a two-volume biography by a historian who researched original sources for 

seven years. Dallek finds much about the former president’s character to be offensive. 

Nevertheless, he focuses on the importance and impact of Johnson’s acheivements, such as civil 

rights legislation, weighing them against his liabilities. Some strong language. 

DB 35114 The Triumph and Tragedy of Lyndon Johnson: The White House Years by Joseph A. 

Califano, Jr. (14 hours, 51 minutes) 

An intimate portrait of the former president by one of his closest advisers, an aide for domestic 

affairs. Califano depicts Johnson in his primary position as a masterful politician fighting one war 

against domestic poverty and another in Vietnam. He pictures a man who, even in secondary 

roles, was larger than life and full of contradictions. Strong language. 

mailto:nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov


Order any of these books today by contacting your Readers Advisor at  
1-800-742-7691 | 1-402-471-4038 | nlc.talkingbook@nebraska.gov 

 
DB 47275 Flawed Giant: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 1961-1973 by Robert Dallek (31 hours, 

27 minutes) 

This sequel to Lone Star Rising (DB 34378) concludes a two-volume biography of President 

Lyndon B. Johnson, whose ambitious domestic agenda became overshadowed by America’s 

deepening military involvement in Vietnam. Depicts a troubled and enigmatic leader struggling 

to manage a failing war policy. Some strong language. 

DB 54174 Master of the Senate: The Years of Lyndon B. Johnson, Volume 3 by Robert A. Caro 

(62 hours, 9 minutes) 

The third volume of a biographical study of the thirty-sixth president, following The Path to 

Power (DB 18676) and Means of Ascent (DB 30837). Explains how Johnson, elected to the 

Senate in 1949, mastered the legislative system and maneuvered himself into the vice-

presidency in 1960. Pulitzer Prize winner 2003. Some strong language. Bestseller. 2002. 

DB 74635 The Passage to Power: The Years of Lyndon B. Johnson, Volume 4 by Robert A. Caro 

(32 hours, 50 minutes) 

Fourth volume in Caro’s biography of the thirty-sixth president, following Master of the Senate 

(DB 54174), covers the years 1958-1964. Depicts Johnson’s failed 1960 presidential campaign, 

frustrations as vice president, ascent to power after JFK’s assassination, and push for 

groundbreaking civil rights and social legislation. Bestseller. Commercial audiobook. 2012. 

DB 78265 Indomitable Will: LBJ in the Presidency by Mark K. Updegrove (15 hours, 6 minutes) 

Director of the Lyndon Baines Johnson presidential library examines the successes and failures 

of LBJ’s five years in office. Uses interviews and reminiscences of staff members, legislators, 

journalists, Washington insiders, and family members to detail the force of Johnson’s 

personality and his skill in influencing the legislative process. 2012. 

Related Books: 

DB 28730 Remembering America: A Voice from the Sixties by Richard N. Goodwin (22 hours, 35 

minutes) 

Lively political memoir from a key player in both the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. 

Revealing anecdotes bring Jack and Bobby Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson to life. Some strong 

language. 

DB 42423 Pay Any Price: Lyndon Johnson and the Wars for Vietnam by Lloyd C. Gardner (28 

hours, 48 minutes) 

The Rutgers University history professor presents a researched, analytic account detailing 

discussions and decision making among Johnson, his advisors, and others. Gardner argues that 
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the president’s judgments were rooted in his New Deal convictions and that his goals for 

Vietnam were an extension of his Great Society plans. 

DB 47524 Mutual Contempt: Lyndon Johnson, Robert Kennedy, and the Feud That Defined a 

Decade by Jeff Shesol (28 hours, 47 minutes) 

Reconstructs the personal and political animosity between two of the most powerful Democrats 

of the 1960s and how their rivalry influenced the American social and political landscape. 

DB 78846 Act of War: Lyndon Johnson, North Korea, and the Capture of the Spy Ship Pueblo by 

Jack Cheevers (15 hours, 24 minutes) 

Recounts the capture by North Korea of the USS Pueblo, an American Navy intelligence ship, in 

the Sea of Japan in January 1968. Probes the brutal treatment of the crew and how the Johnson 

administration narrowly avoided a second Korean War. Violence and strong language. 2013. 

DB 90125 Building the Great Society: Inside Lyndon Johnson’s White House by Joshua Zeitz (16 

hours, 14 minutes) 

The author discusses the many reforms, policies, and programs implemented by President 

Johnson during his tenure, such as the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, Medicare, 

Medicaid, and more. Zeitz examines the work that went on behind the scenes in the practical 

implementation of these initiatives. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2018. 

Thirty-seventh President Richard Nixon, (1969-1974) – Vice President(s) Spiro Agnew, (1969-1973) and 

Gerald Ford, (1973-1974)  

Biographies:  

DB 79297 The Greatest Comeback: How Richard Nixon Rose from Defeat to Create the New 

Majority by Patrick J. Buchanan (12 hours, 54 minutes) 

Politician and aide to Richard Nixon (1913-1994) chronicles the years between Nixon’s defeats in 

the 1960 presidential and 1962 California gubernatorial elections and his election as president in 

1968. Discusses how he united Republican factions for support. Unrated. Commercial 

audiobook. 2014. 

DB 81931 Being Nixon: A Man Divided by Evan Thomas (20 hours, 31 minutes) 

Drawing on historical accounts, Thomas recounts the life and work of America’s thirty-seventh 

president, including his background growing up in a Quaker household. He discusses Nixon’s 

successes, his political achievements, and his darker schemes, which earned him the notorious 

nickname "Tricky Dick." Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2015. 

DB 87710 Richard Nixon: The Life by John A. Farrell (28 hours, 56 minutes) 
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A biography of the controversial president. The author begins with young Navy lieutenant "Nick" 

Nixon’s 1946 congressional campaign and follows his upward trajectory and ultimate downfall 

and resignation from the presidency. Addresses both the positive and negative aspects of his 

career. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2017. 

Related Books: [80083] 

DB 68946 The Conviction of Richard Nixon: The Untold Story of the Frost/Nixon Interviews by 

James Reston, Jr. (4 hours, 39 minutes) 

Historian describes serving as adviser to British journalist David Frost for the 1977 televised 

interviews with former president Richard Nixon. Discusses using House Impeachment 

Committee evidence in Frost’s interrogation guide for the Watergate portion of the broadcast, 

watched by forty-five million Americans. 2007. 

DB 80083 Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of America by Rick Perlstein (38 

hours, 39 minutes) 

Author of Before the Storm (DB 53983) traces the resurgence of the Republican party against 

the backdrop of shifting American mores, from 1965 to 1972. Discusses the political 

rehabilitation of Richard Nixon, and examines the radical impacts of the Vietnam War and social 

revolution. 2008. 

Thirty-eighth President Gerald Ford, (1974-1977) – Vice President(s) Nelson Rockefeller, (1974-1977)  

Biographies:  

DB 42134 The Presidency of Gerald R. Ford by John Robert Greene (10 hours, 44 minutes) 

Aiming to add dimension to a presidency often seen as "healing" or "caretaking," Greene calls 

on declassified information to probe critical events. He explores the possibility that a Ford 

pardon was a condition of Nixon’s resignation and that Cambodia was bombed, not to rescue 

the Mayaguez crew, but to make Ford look presidential. Greene also sketches the life of Ford, 

born Leslie Lynch King, and the role of Betty Ford. Some strong language. 

DB 66303 Write It When I’m Gone: Remarkable Off-the-Record Conversations with Gerald R. 

Ford by Thomas M. DeFrank (9 hours) 

Former White House reporter DeFrank presents "an anecdotal memoir" of U.S. president Gerald 

Ford’s life in politics, which Ford asked to remain unpublished until after his death. Using 

interviews from 1991 to 2006, DeFrank highlights Ford’s character and his candid assessments 

of contemporaries, including Richard Nixon and Jimmy Carter. 2007. 

Thirty-ninth President Jimmy Carter, (1977-1981) – Vice President(s) Walter Mondale, (1977-1981)  

Biographies:  
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DB 10911 A Government as Good as Its People by Jimmy Carter (6 hours, 22 minutes) 

Collection of President Carter’s campaign speeches, interviews, and informal remarks. His views 

on equal justice, women’s rights, education, foreign policy, and consumerism are included 

together with excerpts from news conferences and a "Playboy" interview. 

DB 37237 The Presidency of James Earl Carter, Jr. by Burton I. Kaufman (11 hours, 54 minutes) 

Kaufman asserts the Carter presidency was mediocre rather than a failure. He believes Carter 

was naive and interested in what he saw as right for the American people rather than what 

political action groups wanted. Kaufman discusses problems with Carter’s cabinet as well as 

some of his achievements--especially the Camp David accords of 1978. 1993. 

DB 42877 Living Faith by Jimmy Carter (6 hours, 47 minutes) 

The former president testifies on the influence of religious faith in his life. He recounts formative 

events of his past, including achievements and setbacks, and discusses how his Christian belief 

sustained and inspired him. 

DB 51566 An Hour Before Daylight: Memories of a Rural Boyhood by Jimmy Carter (9 hours, 4 

minutes) 

The thirty-ninth president of the United States reminisces about growing up in rural Georgia 

during the depression. Traces his family genealogy; examines social mores of the segregated 

South. Describes his experience of daily life in a small, close-knit farming community until his 

appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy. Bestseller. 2001. 

DB 72793 White House Diary by Jimmy Carter (24 hours, 21 minutes) 

Annotated diary of the thirty-ninth American president offers insight into current events from 

1977-1981. Carter shares his personal opinions of each day’s activities and assesses senators 

and representatives, cabinet members, and foreign leaders. Includes information about the 

Camp David peace accords and the Iranian hostage crisis. 2010. 

DB 83306 A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety by Jimmy Carter (9 hours, 11 minutes) 

Nobel Peace Prize winner and thirty-ninth President of the United States Jimmy Carter reflects 

on his life, both private and public. He discusses his youth in rural Georgia, his family, his military 

service, his decision to enter politics, and more. Carter reveals what he is proud of as well as his 

regrets. 2015. 

Related Books:  

DB 66727 A Remarkable Mother by Jimmy Carter (4 hours, 28 minutes) 
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Former U.S. president Jimmy Carter pays homage to his mother, Bessie Lillian Gordy Carter 

(1898-1983). Describes "Miss Lilly’s" childhood in rural Georgia, training as a nurse during World 

War I, marriage, and 1968-1969 trip to India as a Peace Corps volunteer. Highlights her 

humanitarian ethic at home and abroad. 2008. 

Fortieth President Ronald Reagan, (1981-1989) – Vice President(s) George Bush, (1981-1989)  
 

Biographies:  
 

DB 64804 The Reagan Diaries by Ronald Reagan (36 hours, 21 minutes)  
 

Historian Douglas Brinkley, author of The Boys of Pointe du Hoc (DB 61223), edits journals kept 
by fortieth president Ronald Reagan during his two terms in office, from 1981-1989. Daily 
chronicles include Reagan’s thoughts on his family, political issues, religion, and "his empathy 
for citizens with physical disabilities." Bestseller. 2007.  

 
DB 72920 My Father at 100 by Ron Reagan (8 hours, 25 minutes)  

 
Ronald Reagan’s youngest child seeks to provide a deeper understanding of the fortieth 
president, who would have turned one hundred on February 6, 2011. Shares experiences from 
his father’s past and his own family memories. Posits that memory lapses his father experienced 
while in office foreshadowed his Alzheimer’s diagnosis. 2011.  

 
DB 81806 Reagan: The Life by H.W. Brands (31 hours, 43 minutes)  

 
Historian H.W. Brands works to establish Ronald Reagan as one of two great presidents of the 
twentieth century (alongside Franklin Roosevelt). Reagan’s early career as an entertainer is 
recounted, before he jumped into politics as California governor and rose to become president 
of the United States. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2015.  

 
Related Books:  

 
DB 30623 My Turn: The Memoirs of Nancy Reagan by Nancy Reagan and William Novak (13 
hours, 58 minutes)  

 
Feeling that she needs to set the record straight for historical purposes, Nancy Reagan tells her 
side of the story regarding the eight years she spent in the White House. Although she never 
stopped being hurt by the stories about her, she eventually stopped being surprised. Among the 
topics she discusses are her adjustment to being a first lady, and her use of astrology. Bestseller.  

 
DB 73178 Rawhide Down: The Near Assassination of Ronald Reagan by Del Quentin Wilber (10 
hours, 48 minutes)  

 
Chronicles the March 30, 1981, assassination attempt on seventy-year-old president Ronald 

Reagan by mentally ill gunman John Hinckley Jr. Discusses the heroism of Secret Service Agent 

Jerry Parr and the wounding of D.C. police officer Thomas Delahanty, press secretary James 

Brady, and Secret Service Agent Tim McCarthy. 2011. 
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