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Dear Colleague:










You are invited to participate in a Community Consumer Health Information Symposium. The purpose of this symposium is to facilitate the creation of alliances—teams of local hospitals, as well as other health organizations, and public libraries. Some communities are already forming teams to participate in this symposium. The symposium will focus on shared resources, collection development, Internet resources, and training of staff and volunteers. Joint programming and development of local community events, such as health fairs and educational activities targeted to specific community groups, are intended outcomes of this initiative. 

Support for this symposium, and for future activities, will be provided by Nebraska Library Commission, National Network Libraries of Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center McGoogan Library, and Nebraska Health & Human Services. In addition, expenses involved with participation in the symposium will be reimbursed.

The symposium is November 10, 2005, 9:30 a.m.- 3:45 p.m. in North Platte at Sandhills Convention Center, Quality Inn. 

Why should you participate?

· “Eight in ten internet users have looked online for information on at least one of 16 health topics, with increased interest since 2002 in diet, fitness, drugs, health insurance, experimental treatments, and particular doctors and hospitals.” (http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/156/report_display.asp)  

· “Internet users are extremely positive about search engines and the experiences they have when searching the internet. But these same satisfied internet users are generally unsophisticated about why and how they use search engines. They are also strikingly unaware of how search engines operate and how they present their results.” (http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/146/report_display.asp)

· “Laura Landro’s column in the Wall Street Journal on 6/15/05 highlighted an upcoming service called patientINFORM, which will create a one-stop shop for summaries of medical journal articles. Our research has shown that millions of Americans will welcome this access to industrial-strength health information. The first three organizations sponsoring it are the American Cancer Society, the American Diabetes Association, and the American Heart Association, which have versions of the new service on their sites now. Landro reports that two dozen publishers are participating – but not the Journal of the American Medical Association, one of the 800-pound gorillas of the genre. Their position is that they already have a consumer-oriented page so there is no need to make it any easier for people to find their article summaries.” (http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/p/1092/pipcomments.asp)

What constitutes a team? 

· hospital library and/or consumer health library and accredited public library;

· other representative(s) could be included as part of team

· school library

· college library

· service organization, for example YMCA (very involved in Healthy People 2010)

· city administration/government

· AHEC – Area Health Education Center (Norfolk, Grand Island, Scottsbluff)

· Regional Library Systems

· Public health organizations

What will you learn? Content will include the following:

· Project planning and implementation to maximize local resources and collaboration

· Utilizing available resources
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National Library of Medicine 
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Please contact Maria Medrano-Nehls, Nebraska Library Commission Administrative Secretary, 402-471-2045, 800-307-2665, to register your team to participate in this initiative. We look forward to working with you and your community team to ensure access to quality community health information for Nebraska communities. 
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