Community Health Information Partnership Follow-up meeting

Lexington Public Library
Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Present: 
Toné Mendoza, Lexington Public Library


Ella A. Virula, Parent-Child Center



Maria S. Reyes, Parent-Child Center


Marie R. Rodriquez, Heartland Counseling



Jennifer Sand, Heartland Counseling



Sue Kloch, Lutheran Family Services



Mary Wichelt, Lutheran Family Services, Material Health



Susan Goodman, Central Health Center



Charlene Gondring, Nebraska HHSS, Office of Public Health



Marty Magee, National Library of Medicine



Roxanne Cox, McGoogan Library of Medicine



Sharon Osenga, Meridian Library System Administrator



Carolyn Malsahn, Tri-County Hospital



Mary Jo Ryan, Nebraska Library Commission



Kit Keller, Nebraska Library Commission



Shared some background information about the Community Health Information Partnership, the Symposium held in North Platte on November 10, 2005, and the purpose of this meeting. Roxanne Cox described the Consumer Health Information Resource Service (CHIRS), which is free to any citizen in Nebraska who needs health information. Lexington Public Library is starting a Consumer Health/Health Career collection in the library – EMT, nursing schools, medical schools, phlebotomy, etc. The library is also using the Prime Time Family reading program to get kids and families involved in the library activities. There will be a consumer health section on the library’s Web site soon. Toné recently met with Central Nebraska Interpreter’s group. 

Lexington has an active interagency council which meets two Fridays a month. All agency people are invited. Each agency serves as host of the month, present from their agency. Helps to avoid duplication of services. Library has traditionally been included. Some come from Gothenburg. Interagency was formed when IBP first came to Lexington. All agencies tried to address the influx of Hispanic population. For example, Parent-Child Center takes October, which is Domestic Violence month. 
Activities:

· The hospital recently had a health career fair for college students and their parents. Had interpreters present to help. Had 30 students (included small community schools nearby). This was held at hospital and the students took tours of each department so they could see areas of interest. 
· The hospital does free cholesterol screening free once a year. 
· The hospital also has a fitness center. The group talked about planning a year ahead, for specific diseases, i.e., obesity, diabetes. 
· The Lions Club does vision screening. 
· St. Anne’s had a health fair in the fall, run by a parish nurse and aimed at Hispanic population – maternal health, STDs, diabetes. They do blood pressure screening once or twice a month. Participants felt comfortable at the parish hall and there was a good turnout. 
· Tyson’s also has a health fair, set up from 2-4:00, so people could come between shifts.
Marty will send copies of the “Following the Clues: A Visit to the Doctor and the Library” DVD to all attendees. This is available in English, Spanish and Sudanese-Nuer.
Suggestions: Narrow your target audience, and then decide how best to reach them. Project needs to be focused on community health information and involve the library.
Lunch is a good meeting time for the participants. The group will arrange to meet on either the first/second or fourth Wednesday of month. 

