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Lori Loves Quick Access to Information

ori Sailors has lived in the same neighborhood in Lin-
coln all her life and feels that Nebraska life is preferable
because of the seasonal changes and the dual advantage

of rural and city living. At the
Library Commission, Lori works
with the Reference Team and
government information, particu-
larly federal information. As a girl,
Lori was a regular patron at an old
Carnegie library that is no longer a
part of the Lincoln City Library
system. She served as a student
worker in her high school library.
This whetted her appetite for the
profession. When asked about the
Internet, Lori says she loves the new
quick access to information (for-
merly slowed by the printing
process), but dislikes the fact that
some people falsely believe that
everything is available there. If she
could change anything about

Angela Would Make Libraries Accessible

working with libraries, Lori would
work toward educating librarians to
behave as librarians, instead of
parents to their customers. Lori
states, “Censorship is a parent’s role,
not a librarians.”

Lori has been married for 13
years to Monte Sailors. Together
they share their home with 5 year
old Molly and a newly acquired
Siamese cat, Simba. She enjoys
reading John Grisham and Patricia
Cornwell novels, FDA Consumer
and The Federal Register, newspapers,
Time, and Newsweek, just to name
of few of her favorites. She collects
antique kitchen gadgets and bowls.
She enjoys cooking, cross-stitching
and has bowled for 20 years. a

ngela Ames, our newest Library Commission em-
ployee, works in Talking Book and Braille Service
circulation. She works with incoming books to make

sure they work correctly and are
properly rewound for the next
patron and assists with various
maintenance projects within the
collection. Angela started in the
library profession as a student
worker in the University Libraries
while attending the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UN-L). A recent
graduate, her major was English with
minors in Biology and Psychology.
In the future, she hopes to obtain
her Masters Degree in Library and
Information Science. She enjoys
reading and writing poetry and lists
two of her favorite authors as Alice
Walker and Sandra Cisneros.

A Nebraska native, Angela is

originally from Waverly. Last
summer she participated in the
Nebraska at Oxford Program, living
and studying at Mansfield College,
Oxford University. While abroad,
she visited Scotland and Amsterdam.
If Angela could change anything
about working in libraries, she
would strive to make them more
accessible. As a recent student, she
observed many of her classmates
avoiding libraries all together. It is
her hope that people would find
libraries easy to use and a relaxing
environment. Angela enjoys being
outdoors and camping. She has
logged 27 states in her traveling
career, and also enjoys cooking. 4

Lori states,
‘“Censorship is
a parent’s
role, not a
librarian’s.”

It is her hope
that people
would find
libraries easy
to use and a
relaxing
environment.



Nebraska Catalog Enhanced

hirty-one Nebraska

librarians are using a

one-time opportunity
to add their library holdings to

the OCLC Online Union

Catalog (a subset of which is the
Nebraska State Union Catalog), at
no cost. These librarians will add
and delete their holdings on an
ongoing basis and lend these materi-
als to other libraries across the state.
They will become “lenders,” lighten-
ing the “interlibrary loan load.”
The libraries are: Alice M. Farr
Public Library (Aurora), Auburn
Memorial Library, Bertrand
Community Schools, Blue Hill
Public Library, Broken Bow Public
Library, Crete Public Library,
Fairbury Public Library, Gering
Public Library, Goodall City

Library (Ogallala), Gothenburg
Public Library, Grant County
Library (Hyannis), Grattan Town-
ship Library (O’Neill), Imperial
Public Library, Jensen Memorial
Library (Minden), John A. Stahl
Library (West Point), La Vista
Public Library, Lexington Public
Library, Lydia B. Woods Memorial
Library, Mid-Plains Community
College, Morton James Public
Library (Nebraska City), Neligh
Public Library, Ord Township
Library, Plattsmouth Public Library,
Schuyler Public Library, Scribner
Public Library, Seward Public
Library, Southeast Community
College in Lincoln and Milford,
Superior Public Library, Sutton
Memorial Library and Sutton
Public Schools. This exciting project
brings us closer to the goal of getting
books into customers’ hands. 4

v Commission staff hold Neligh Library’s collection for the Online Union Catalog.

Information Packets Improve Referrals

he Commission’s

Talking Book and

Braille Service re-
cently sent file-ready informa-

tion packets to 350 eye care
professionals and 250 care facilities
across the state. Each colorful file
folder is pre-labeled “Talking Book
and Braille Service” and describes
the service, eligibility, application
process, and successful use of talking
books. The potential benefits to
patients of eye care professionals or

residents of care facilities are
highlighted. The mailings should
increase the number of Nebraskans
with visual impairment or other
physical disability that receive
timely referral to the Talking Book
and Braille Service. This ready-to-
file format, was successfully used in
“school packets,” in the 1995-96
school year.

For more information, contact
Diane Wells, 402-471-4033 or 800-
742-7691, e-mail: <dwells@neon.

nlc.state.ne.us>. 4




Statewide Public Forums Held

pril Public Forums were held in

Scottsbluff, North Platte, Kearney,

Columbus, Papillion and Lincoln to
gather broad public input on the library and
information needs of Nebraskans for the 21st

Century. As a part of the Commission’s long-range
planning efforts, these Public Forums built on last
summer’s Visioning Retreats and Resource Sharing
Dialogue. The Library Commission will use the ideas
and recommendations from the Public Forums to revise
the Long Range Plan for Library and Information Services
1997-2001 and to establish guidelines and criteria for
awarding state and federal funding to Nebraska libraries.

The following themes emerged from the retreats and
Public Forums:

* The mission of libraries is evolving. Librarians must
stay active and focused on their customers.

* Libraries can be valued community learning centers.

* Libraries can provide access to books as well as
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technology.

* Libraries can be technology leaders, provndmg
access to worldwide information resources.

* Cooperation between libraries is vital, particularly
in the areas of resource sharing, bulk purchasing, and
consolidating services.

* The concept of “One Nebraska” should guide the
development of the State’s virtual or electronic library.
Information should be available anywhere, any time, to
anyone. There should be equitable and seamlcss access
to all information and services.

The Libraries for the 215t Century Nebraska Library
Commission Library Services and Technology Act Prelimi-
nary Plan is now on the Commission Home Page at
<http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/about.heml>. For those
without Internet Access, contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-
2045 or 800-307-2665, e-mail: <mgeibel@neon.nlc.
state.ne.us> for a print copy of the plan. If you were
unable to attend the forums or have additional com-
ments, contact Nancy Busch at 402-471-4002 or 800-
307-2665, e-mail: <nbusch@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 4




Special Report...
Emporia Back By Popular Demand

E mporia State University’s School of Library and

Information Management responded to great

demand to bring back their Master’s of Library
Science degree program through a partnership agree-
ment with the Nebraska Library Commission and the
College of St. Mary in Omaha. The first weekend class
was held in February at the College of Saint Mary. The
orientation session introduced incoming students to
some Emporia faculty, representatives from the College
of St. Mary and the Library Commission, and alumni
from the previous Nebraska program. The 45 students,

most from Nebraska, some from

“This program lowa and South Dakota, expressed

has had an  enthusiasm for the program. The
impact on my first class, “Foundation of Informa-
professional tion Transfer,” taught by Dr. Marty

Hale, was a terrific introduction to
the program. There was lively
participation in discussions, both in
class and on the various listservs that
class members use to receive and
send information expediently. The
group discussed joining a Student
Chapter of the American Library
Association (SCALA), arranging for
speakers and/or workshops during
some of the “free” weekend time,
and creating a web page for sharing class notes.

I made use of our class listserv to solicit comments
from classmates and received the following feedback
about the program:

“This program has had an impact on my professional
life even now. I cant wait to see how my thinking has
changed after the core classes! The first class...far
exceeded my expectations.”

“I am pleasantly surprised that the program is so
progressive and on the verge of major change, as it
mirrors the world. The interesting side-effects of listserv
access and e-mail among classmates is a bonus.”

By the time the program is completed in the Sum-
mer of 1999, classes will be held over the Internet, via
interactive video, and during weekend intensive sessions
in Omaha. For more information about this program,
visit the “Distance Education Program” page of The
School of Library & Information Management Web Site
at: <http://www.emporia.edu/S/www/slim/program/
distance/distance.htm>. a

life even now. |
can’t wait to
see how my
thinking has
changed after
the core
classes! The
first class...far
exceeded my
expectations.”

Kit Keller

Association Holds Legislative Day

he Nebraska Library

Association (NLA)

celebrated Nebraska
Library Legislative Day in
February. The Briefing at the

Capitol and luncheon at the
Nebraska Library Commission were
attended by more than 120 Ne-
braska librarians, library board
members, and other library advo-
cates. They visited the Senator’s
offices, met their staff, visited the
display in the Rotunda, and hosted
25 Senators (or their aides) at the
luncheon. In the days prior to
February 20, cards enumerating the

“12 Ways Libraries Are Good for
the Country,” from the December
1995 American Libraries, were hand
delivered by a volunteer to each
Senator’s office. Legislative staff
reported watching for them each
day, to see what the next one would
say. On Legislative Day, the last
cards were delivered along with a
small bottle containing 27 pennies
representing Nebraska’s per capita
state support of public libraries. For
more information about the
ongoing work of the NLA Legisla-
tive Committee, contact Kathy
Tooker, Eastern Library System,
402-330-7884, 800-627-7884,

e-mail: <ktooker@nol.nol.org>. a

v Nebraska librarians share lunch and library issues with senators during the
Nebraska Library Legislative Day luncheon at the Library Commission.

Commission Staff Attend Workshop

ibrary Development

staff Mary Jackson and

Ellen Van Waart
recently attended “Masterful

Consultation Skills: A How

to Workshop on the Craft of
Consulting” in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The workshop, presented
by Schreiber Shannon Associates for
individuals involved in internal
and external consulting, focused
on a consulting model based on
building relationships, contracting for
services, data gathering, feedback,
diagnosis and action planning,
implementation, and evaluation and

maintaining progress.

The training emphasized group
facilitation, use of instrumentation,
recognizing and channeling resis-
tance, systems and organizational
change theory, planning, and
marketing. The participants
discussed how to create capabilities
in others rather than dependence.
They agreed that consulting,
whether it is external or internal,
strives to help everyone achieve
success.

Contact Ellen VanWaart, 402-
471-4004 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<evanwaart@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>
for more information or materials
on the above topics. 4
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A Fresh Look at the Library Bill of Rights, part five

ibraries should challenge censorship in the
fulfillment of their responsibility to provide

¢ ‘I
information and enlightenment.”

Article IIT of the Library Bill of Rights as adopted June 18,
1948 and amended February 2, 1961, June 27, 1967, and Janu-
ary 23, 1980 by the American Library Association Council
and affirmed as Nebraska Library Bill of Rights April 3, 1981 by
unanimous adoption of Nebraska Library Commission.

In this latest installment of the NCompass series
examining applications of intellectual freedom and the
Library Bill of Rights, we explore how librarians challenge
censorship, exert community leadership, and demon-
strate the courage of their convictions by ensuring that
the material in their libraries truly represents diverse
points of view.

Librarians are in a position to be the most dangerous
censor in the community because they select what is
available to everyone else. They can demonstrate respect
for the spirit of Article III by examining their own choices
and omissions rigorously. For example, if we dont
purchase /¢ Perfectly Normal, by Robie Harris because
we think the illustrations vulgar and graphic or because
we think someone in the community might complain,
we can’t demonstrate leadership in challenging censor-
ship. This book could answer questions for children
puzzled about the sexual innuendo they encounter on
television and in their schools, especially questions they
wouldn't feel comfortable asking another human being.

The library collection development policy should be
well publicized. Promoting the principle of intellectual
freedom through the collection development policy
prepares the community for the library’s challenge of

censorship and defense of intellectual freedom. When
the censors discover I¢5 Perfectly Normal in the library,
librarians can meet their shock and outrage, not with
defensiveness, but with appreciation that they have
taken the time to let us know what they think. We can
explain the reconsideration procedure to them and offer
to help fill out forms. When we examine our own
discomfort with certain kinds of materials, we are in a
good position to be an articulate advocate for the right
to information for all.

For more ideas about how to challenge censorship,
see <http://fileroom.aaup.uic.edu/FileRoom/docu-
ments/TofCont.html> from the University of Illinois, a
wealth of information on all forms of censorship,
including an archive of cases and definitions of censor-
ship; <http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nsf/elecaccess.html>
for Access to Electronic Information, Services, and Net-
works: A Nebraska Library Commission Interpretation, a
draft of the Commission’s statement on Intellectual
Freedom and the Internet on the Commission Home
Page; and <http://neon.nlc.state.ne.us/public/newslet.
html> for the full text of the Nebraska Intellectual
Freedom Handbook, or contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-
2045 or 800-307-2665, e-mail: <mgeibel@neon.nlc.
state.ne.us> for a print copy.

Throughout 1997, NCompass will continue this
series of articles exploring the Library Bill of Rights. We
invite our readers to share ideas and help us examine the
issues and possible ramifications of the Library Bill of
Rights. Send comments to Mary Jackson, 402-471-4006
or 800-307-2665, e-mail: <mjackson@neon.nlc.state.

ne.us>. A

Librarians are
in a position to
be the most
dangerous
censor in the
community
because they
select what is
available to
everyone else.




Commission Staff Teach Internet Classes

[

thought I'd never use
government documents...”
“I'll use the Internet
more for reference.”

“I feel more comfortable with
the Internet.”

“...more information at our
fingertips makes for happier patrons!”
“...picked up helpful ideas to

speed up searching.”

“What I learned will be very
valuable in day-to-day reference
work.”

“I'll know how to better direct
customers to information sources on
the Web.”

The above comments came from
librarians across Nebraska attending
Internet classes facilitated by
Commission staff. More than 386
librarians attended more than 32
Internet classes since July 1996. The

trainers, Beth Goble, Lori Sailors,
Julie Pinnell, Lisa Brawner, Allana
Novotny and Annie Sternburg,
traveled to Hastings, Broken Bow,
Bellevue, Arapahoe, Valentine, Ord,
Wayne, Omaha, Kearney, Neligh
and Columbus. Some classes were
held in Lincoln. Classes included
“Netscape and the World Wide
Web,” “Netscape E-mail,” “Pegasus
E-mail,” “Using the Internet for
Reference,” “Finding Government
Information on the Web,” and
“What is the Internet and How Can
I Use It?” More classes are scheduled
for this summer, dates and locations
to be announced. For more infor-
mation see <http://www.nlc.state.
ne.us/netserv/nebase/nebtrain.
html#Internet> or contact Mary
Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-307-
2665, e-mail: <mgeibel@neon.nlc.
state.ne.us> for a print copy. 4

Issues Forums Celebrate Anniversary

ational Issues Forums
(NIF) celebrate their
fifteenth anniversary this

summer. NIF is a nonpartisan,
nationwide network of forums and
study circles for the discussion of
public policy issues. Libraries offer
an appropriate setting for forums,
bringing together a cross section of
citizens to deliberate on major
public policy issues.

NIF is rooted in the simple
notion that people need to come
together to talk, to deliberate about
common problems. Each year,
major policy issues are identified.
Issue books in a nonpartisan
framework provide background and
guide discussion by presenting three
or four public policy choices and
describing the pros and cons of
each. They include references for
further reading.

Forums represent democracy in
action. People come together to
engage in a dialogue, weighing the
consequences, trade-offs, and
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underlying values associated with
each policy choice in a non-debate
format. Forums help citizens clarify
their own views and better under-
stand the views of others. Although
not necessarily intended to lead to
specific action, a by-product of a
Forum may be action on the part of
participants who wish to explore or
pursue an issue further.

Nebraska is fortunate to have
NIF training readily available.
Wayne State College’s Public Policy
Institute (PPI) conducts an annual
training event for conveners and
moderators of National Issues
Forums. Training includes actual
forums on current public policy
issues. For more information on the
Institute scheduled for June 12 and
13, contact Jan Dinsmore, PPI
Director, at Wayne State College,
402-375-7292.

With fine support materials and
convenient training, National Issues
Forums can be an excellent program
choice for Nebraska libraries.
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People...

Governor Ben Nelson appointed Katherine Fletcher,
Omaha, to the Nebraska Library Commission, term
expiring in 1999. Katherine replaces Tom Harvey whose
term expired last June. &

Jane Elizabeth Crouch, Lincoln, was recently
appointed to the Advisory Committee of the Library
Commission’s Talking Book and Braille Service. Ana
Kalin, Lincoln, and Joyce Cohen, Omaha, were
reappointed. The committee, appointed by the chair of
the Nebraska State Advisory Council on Libraries,
represents the needs of borrowers and makes recom-
mendations concerning library policies, services and
programs. 4

Kate Fitz was recently hired as the Norfolk Area
Chamber of Commerce administrative assistant.
Formerly from Alma, she was library director of the
Hoesch Memorial Library. 4

Marie Marshall recently retired as director of
Superior Public Library after nearly 28 years. The
Library Board honored her at an open house at the
library. She will continue as a member of the Republi-
can Valley Library System board.

Karen Ingish, former Library Commission Library
Development Coordinator, was appointed Information
Science and Technology Librarian in the Public Services
Department at the University Libraryy Unwermq( of
Nebraska at Omaha. &

The Technology Center in David Clt?szﬂrﬁsh

Memorial lerary is now open for business; wuh

Dixon County newspapers available on microfilm. The
Friends previously donated a microfilm reader/printer
to the library. 4

nt Public Library used federal grant
‘provided through the Library Commission to
purchase a voice synthesizer so that customers with
visual disabilities can use the library computer. Match-
ing funds came from donors like the Fairmont Lions

Club and the Nebraska Lions Foundation. 4

The Library Commission was awarded the Francis
Keppel Award, made each year to the qualifying chief
officers of state library agencies and state and territory
data coordinators for submitting the most prompt,
complete, and high quality public library data. Com-§
mission Director Rod Wagner and Kit Keller, State
Data Coordinator, were recognized for data collection
efforts. a

The Nebraska Library Association recently ap-
pointed Mary Stultz, Baird Holm Law Firm Library in
Omaha as editor of the Association Quarterly, NLAQ. a

Mary Elizabeth Lomax (Betsy), Media Specialist

£ from Omaha South High School received a 1997

Nebraska Teacher Achievement Award, made
possible through the Peter Kiewit Foundation to
recognize excellence in the classroom. &

Judy Winkler, former Library Commission Cata-
loger, accepted a position as slide curator in the Archi-
tecture Library at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
beginning in December. a

Burns Davis, CM, Library Commission Informa-
tion Resources Coordinator, received the Manager of
the Year award from the Nebraska State Government
Chapter of the National Management Association. 4

Pamela Scott was recently hired as Administrator for
the Panhandle Library System. A recent graduate of the
University of Illinois Graduate School of Library and
Information Science, she has a B.A. in History from the
University of Nebraska and worked with Lincoln City
Libraries from 1988-1994. a

New Library Directors include: Alma, Hoesch
Memorial Library, LaDonna Schluterbusch; Bloomfield
Public Library, Renae Johnson; Ceresco Public Library,
Carol Mintzmyer; Dodge, John Rogers Memorial
Library, Mary Mandel; Elmwood Public Library,
Virginia Hoyt; Harvard Public Library, Mae Morgan;
Lewellen Public Library, Peggy Rohlfing; Lexington
Public Library, Ruth Seward; Lincoln, American
Historical Society of Germans from Russia, Maria Ford;
Lyman Public Library, Stephanie Zamora-Steiner;
Osceola Public Library, Niki M. Sharmon; Saint
Edward Public Library, Sandy Zurovski; Springfield
Public Library, Charlene Harding; Strang Public
Library, Lynn Gibson; Superior Public Library, Vicki
Perrie; Wymore Public Library, Jackie Nicholson; and
York College, Levitt Library Learning Center, Todd
Mountjoy. 4
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