











-

- Compass

s X s¥E Tt & &

Helps Nebraska Libraries and Citizens

29. Maintains a collection of library and informa-
tion science and other resources for use by Nebraska
library personnel.

30. Organized and provides staff support for the
NEBASE Advisory Board.

3 1. Publishes NCompass and NLCommunicator to
provide news and information articles concerning
Library Commission and library-related information.

32. Tracks legislation of interest to library staff
and supporters, providing ongoing updates on
legislation via the Web page during the legislation
session.

33. Developed and administers Public Library
Staff Certification Program to encourage library staff
to participate in continuing education.

34. Developed, hosts and maintains the Nebraska
State Government World Wide Web site, the official

directory home page for Nebraska state government.

3 5. Assists libraries in planning/collection
development by conducting on-site collection
assessments.

36. Assists libraries in developing policies for
Internet public access by hosting a roundtable
teleconference discussion and presenting a series of
statewide policy development workshops, as well as
by promulgating a model policy, “Access to Electronic
Information Services, and Networks: A Nebraska
Library Commission Interpretation March 1997.”

37. Assisted more than 100 public libraries in
community planning for library improvement by
developing an implementation planning process (in
collaboration with the Heartland Center for leader-
ship) and providing training and supplemental
funding for libraries that completed a planning
process.

38. Conducted Internet orientation sessions for
more than 100 state government employees in
cooperation with the Nebraska State Government
Chapter of the National Management Association.

39. Provides leadership and support for program-
ming and services for children and young adults
including conferences, workshops, share fairs, book
reviews and cooperating with several states on the
annual Summer Reading Program.

40. Supports the local library role in Community

Economic Development by serving as the Governor’s

representative on the Nebraska Development Net-
work Board of Directors and developing and main-
taining Web sites for the Governor’s Global Commu-
nity Initiative and the Nebraska Development
Network, as well as training local library staff in-
volved in local community development.

4 1. Sponsored a variety of satellite teleconference
training sessions by purchasing multi-site licenses
enabling viewing in a host of sites across Nebraska.

42. Tracks information about copyright and
provides home page access to the latest developments
with ongoing updates.

43. Provides collection development funding to
the Consumer Health Information Resource Service
of the University of Nebraska Medical Center
McGoogan Library of Medicine.

44. Supports the Nebraska Humanities Council
by housing the video collection of the Humanities
Resource Center, as well as managing and circulating
that collection for them.

45. Supports the Nebraska Center for the Book
by serving on the Board of Directors and helping
promote Nebraska’s book culture and literary heri-
tage.

46. Supports graduate level education in library
science in Nebraska by partnering with Emporia State
University’s School of Library and Information
Management to bring an off campus, weekend
program to Nebraska.

47. Supports cooperative library development
efforts by encouraging communities to examine new
and innovative service arrangements and providing
staff assistance for planning efforts that examine
different approaches to library service.

48. Supports the National Issues Forum by
providing a trained facilitator and encouraging
libraries to serve as local sites for bringing together a
cross section of citizens for discussion and delibera-
tion on major public policy issues.

49. Supports Nebraska libraries in adding their
holdings to the OCLC Online Union Catalog,
WorldCat, the global database of library holdings.

50. Provides access to a mobile computer net-
work, used by library and citizen groups for training
and demonstrations across Nebraska. 4

Rod Wagner
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Book Talk Tapes Available to Libraries

quent shows.
Programs
feature an

ne year ago, Com-
mission staff were

interview with a

asked to develop a e
. . single author, a
radio program featuring books discussion of
for KZUM, Lincoln’s commu-  one title, or
nity radio station. The potential for ~ examples of a
using the broadcast medium to genre or topic
promote libraries in general and (such as myster-
doing outreach to readers and non- ies or the
readers, as well as enlarging the American West).
“community of readers,” prompted A unique feature
Commission staff to join forces with  is the periodic
three librarians from Lincoln City book discussion
Libraries to write up a proposal and  on the air.
brainstorm several weeks of program  Listeners read
topics. Nebraska Book Store agreed the book in

to underwrite the show, creating a
collaboration between business,

media and the libraries.

advance and contribute to the
discussion via telephone, making
this program a positive example of

The debut program of Book Talk talk radio. On-air book discussions develop a local program like it or air

introduced the show for “people
who like to read and like to ralk

featured A Lesson before Dying by
Ernest Gaines, Angela’s Ashes, by

Book Talk tapes. We look forward

to an increase in local radio promot-

about what they read.” Based on the ~ Frank McCourt (this year’s Pulitzer ~ ing libraries and reading across

premise that you can tell a lot about  prize winner), and The Heart of a

Woman, by Maya Angelou.

people by the books they love,
“book talkers” described favorite

Selected tapes are available to

Nebraska. For a list of tapes avail-
able and to discuss other possibili-
ties, contact Mary Jo Ryan, 402-

books. The conversational/interview  libraries for inservice training, or to 471-3434 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:

format set the pattern for subse-

encourage local radio stations to

<mj ryan@neon.nlc.statc.nc.us>. A

Master of Library Science Program Returns

hrough a partnership agreement with the

Library Commission and College of St. Mary

in Omaha, Emporia State University’s School
of Library and Information Management began to offer
its Master of Library Science degree program in
Nebraska again in the spring of 1997.

Because of the limited number of MLS programs in
the Great Plains region, Emporia State University is
committed to providing quality programs in several
regional sites. It is the only library school in the country
with classroom learning leading to graduation in
multiple locations outside its home state, and offers one
of only 20 Ph.D. programs in the country. Geared for
the adult learner, the program is offered in a format that
enables students to keep their jobs and stay in their
home states. The regional programs run in cycles, with

an entire group completing the progmm together and

classes offered sequentially. The focus of the curriculum

is people. Students are challenged to consider such
questions as: How do people turn information into
knowledge? How can the information professional assess
the needs of a particular group of pcdple’ What
determines how a particular person tries w0 solve l'us/hcr
information needs? ;

Classes are held in “weekend intensive” format from
Friday evenings to Sunday afternoons. Students are in
class approximately 16 weekends per year and finish the
42-credit-hour program in less than three years. The
degree is fully accredited by the American Library
Association. For more information call 800-552-4770
or see <http://www.emporia.edu/S/www/slim/
slim.htm>, and click on “Regional Home Pages.” &

A Dr. Jean Kilbourne being interveiwed by Mary Jo Ryan,
Commission Communications Coordinator, for Book Talk.

e
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Statistics Help Libraries Tell the Story

ach year, the Library states, the U. S. Territories, and the ~ for evaluating and comparing

o District of Columbia. At the state library services and development,
Commission collects level, FSCS is administered by State  regionally and over time. Libraries
Public ijrary Statis- Data Coordinators, appointed by provide essential learning resources
; ) ) the chief officer of each state library  that strengthen and perpetuate

tical reports from libraries agency. The State Data Coordinator ~ formal and informal education. Valid, reliable,
throughout Nebraska. The collects the requested data from Valid, reliable, and timely statistics and timely
data from these forms is compiled local public libraries and submits are used by policymakers in analyz- statistics are
and reported in the Public Library the data. An annual training ing the investment of public used by
Profile. In addition, certain statistics ~ conference is provided for the State  resources in library development policymakers
are submitted to the National Data Coordinators. A steering and operations. Library and in analyzing
Center for Education Statistics. This  committee representing State Data information science covers a diverse the investment
process of data collection, compila-  Coordinators and other public and rapidly changing field. Data of public
tion and national reporting is library constituents is active in the collection activity which seeks to resources in
repeated in every state and territory  development of FSCS data elements  inform decision making must be library
each year. Nebraska’s Profile is also and software. sensitive to the changes taking place development
sent to the other 49 states, who in Components of the FSCS Public  within the library community. This ~ and operations.
turn share their annual statistics. Library Statistics include staffing; spring (1998) the Commission will

On the national level, public service outlets; operating income publish the 1996-97 Public Library
library statistics are collected and and expenditures; size of collection;  Profile. For more information,
disseminated annually through the and service measures, such as contact Kit Keller, 402-471-3216 or
Federal-State Cooperative System reference transactions, interlibrary 800-307-2665, e-mail: <kkeller@
for public library data (FSCS). loans, circulation, and public service neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 4
Statistics are collected from nearly hours.
9,000 public libraries in the 50 These statistics are valuable tools

NA2RA

State Home Page Remodeled

he Nebraska State nications and a variety of other state ~ Government home page is the
G agencies. The Nebraska State Champville marble column cap
overnment Internet ; :
Government Interagency Internet from the main vestibule of the
home page, the OfﬁCial Group (staff from a variety of state ~ Nebraska State Capitol. Carved by
: _ agencies providing government the Edward Ardolino Co., Lee
direciary horie page for Ne information through Web page Lawrie, sculptor, it signifies the
braska state government, was  development) provides ongoing blending of Nebraska’s proud
remodeled in August 1996, see at input and maintenance assistance. agricultural tradition with
<http://www.state.ne.us/>. The page  The Nebraska Independent State Nebraska’s rich, classic cultural
organizes and points to electronic Agency Directors also provide heritage. The signature quote, “The
sources of state government infor- formative evaluation and feedback.  Salvation of the State is Watchful-
mation, including state agency Web The State Government home ness in the Citizen” is taken from an
pages. It is hosted on the Nebraska page points to Web pages created by  inscription on the front of the
Library Commission server and state agencies. The page includesa ~ Nebraska State Capitol. This
maintained by a team of Library welcome from Governor Nelson statement by Hartley Burr
Commission staff, with input, and links to his page as well as the Alexander, anthropologist, poet,
assistance and support from staff of ~ Lieutenant Governor’s page. The philosopher, and educator, articu-

Nebraska Educational Telecommu- signature graphic on the State lates the mission of the home page.4
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Festival Celebrates New Talking Book and Braille Service Offering

n August 21, 1996,

the Library

Commission’s
Talking Book and Braille
Service celebrated our new

collection of home videos with
audio description for people with
blindness or visual impairment. The
Video Film Festival featured ten-
minute excerpts from the Descrip-
tive Video Service (DVS®) editions
of ten big-screen blockbusters.
Talking book customers and
volunteers joined the public to view
the new audio descriptive videos.

Nebraskans with blindness or
visual impairment can “check-out”
these home videos, available for loan
to registered users of the Talking

Book and Braille Service. On these
videos, an additional track recounts
the visual elements of the program
without interfering with the
program’s narration, dialogue, or
sound effects. These videos are
played on a standard VHS video
cassette player (VCR) and televi-
sion. (The Talking Book and Braille
Service does not provide or loan
VCRs or TVs.) There is no cost for
this service unless a video is lost or
damaged. The videos are mailed to
and from the library as “Free Matter
for the Blind or Handicapped.”

For more information, contact
the Library Commission Talking
Book and Braille Service: 402-471-
4038 or 800-742-7691, e-mail:
<talkingbook@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>.4

A Talking Book and Braille customers enjoy cake and audio
descriptive videos at the Commission Video Film Festival.
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Visioning Sessions Generate Ideas

wo Visioning Retreats were sponsored

by the Nebraska Library Commission

during the summer of 1996, in Lincoln
and Alliance. These retreats asked members of

the library community to express their

thoughts and ideas about the future of libraries and the
potential routes to achieve those possibilities.

A few of the many thoughts, ideas and suggestions
expressed at the retreats are listed below:

Threats

* (loss of) autonomy

* lack of trust

* slow starvation

* becoming irrelevant

* inertia, passivity, fatalism: “we can’t do anything
about it”

* lack of visibility

* rapid technology change

* integrity of information

* demands for staff training

* obsolescence

Opportunities

* to work together (libraries working together)

* to provide service to all Nebraskans

* to use new technology to be “guardians of democ-

»

racy
* for private/public projects—as in community
technology center

* for developing and creating our own future

* to support economic development for community
growth—be a leader, increase public relations

* for partnerships, cooperation, resource sharing

Visions
* 24-hour access
* unified planning/collaboration
* libraries get respect
* branch out—library without walls
* adequate funding, buildings, staff, full access to
resources via electronic and direct access
* flexible bureaucracy
/no institutional barriers
a social information center—coffee bar,
;ommunity gathering places
ble, friendly, w

ersatile, highly

lingual staff -“' Jl
* blend of high-t
* libraries will provi
storage of knowledge and

The notes from eag
Library Commission
www.nlc.state.ne.us t :
Commission at 402- 471 -2045 or 800- 307-2665
e-mail: <mgeibel@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>, and ask Mary
Geibel to send you a complete print copy.
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Resource Sharing Dialogue Successful

hirty-four librarians

from around the state
gathered in August
1996 for a Resource Sharing

Dialogue Retreat, sponsored

by the Nebraska Library Commis-
sion, to talk about resource sharing
projects. They identified current
resource sharing projects, discussed
expansion and additions, identified
limitations, and brainstormed ways
to overcome barriers.

Participants, representing public,
academic, school and special

A Librarians discuss solutions to resource sharing problems in Nebraska.

libraries, spoke of “One Nebraska:
the Resources of All Are Resources
for All.” To review the notes from
the meeting, see the Library
Commission home page at <http://

www.nlc.state.ne.us/public/resource.
html> or contact Mary Geibel, 402-
471-2045, 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<mgeibel@neon.nlc.state.ne.us> for
a print version. 4

Advisory Council Supports Coalition for Nebraska Libraries

he State Advisory

Council on Libraries

voted at their Septem-
ber 1996 meeting to contact
the Nebraska Congressional

delegation to support enactment of
the Library Services and Technology
Act (LSTA). The Council also
reviewed a draft information piece
for the “Libraries for the 21st
Century” partnership of librarians,
media specialists, and library
advocates dedicated to supporting
Nebraska libraries of all types. The
draft statement is excerpted below:
“Libraries for the 21st Century”
Vision: Affordable, predictable,

progressive, economical and

equitable library service for all
citizens of Nebraska regardless of
their economic status and geo-
graphic location.

This initiative stresses the library
role in the delivery of information
for economic development, lifelong
learning, professional, and recre-
ational needs of Nebraskans. To
meet these needs, libraries increas-
ingly rely on electronic information
services and the technology needed
to access and deliver these services,
as well as new partnerships and
collaborative strategies. The Library
Commission conducted focus
groups and public forums across the
state as part of a statewide planning
effort. The major themes emerging
from this effort were the need for

equitable access to information,
public access to information
technology, cooperative efforts,
training and technical support and
more books and other library
materials for Nebraska children and
adults. Nebraska citizens will be the
real beneficiaries of new funding
and statutory changes to encourage
cooperation among libraries.
Nebraskans will have better access to
information and greater opportu-
nity for informed participation in a
democratic and global society.

For more information, see the
NLA home page Legislative Com-
mittee section at <http://www.nol.

org/home/NLA/legcomm.html>. &
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Statewide Public Forums Held

pril 1997 Public

Forums were held in

Scottsbluff, North
Platte, Kearney, Columbus,

Papillion and Lincoln to

gather broad public input on the
library and information needs of
Nebraskans for the 21st Century. As
a part of the Commission’s long-
range planning efforts, these Public
Forums built on the earlier Vision-
ing Retreats and Resource Sharing
Dialogue. The Library Commission
used the ideas and recommenda-
tions from the Public Forums to
revise the Long Range Plan for
Library and Information Services
1997-2001 and to establish guide-

lines and criteria for awarding state

and federal funding to Nebraska
libraries.

The following themes emerged
from the retreats and Public
Forums:

* The mission of libraries is
evoiving. Librarians must stay active
and focused on their customers.

* Libraries can be valued com-
munity learning centers.

e Libraries can provide access to
books as well as technology.

* Libraries can be technology
leaders, providing access to world-
wide information resources.

* Cooperation between libraries
is vital, particularly in the areas of
resource sharing, bulk purchasing,
and consolidating services.

* The concept of “One Ne-
braska” should guide the develop-

mpass
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ment of the State’s virtual or
electronic library. Information
should be available anywhere, any
time, to anyone. There should be
equitable and seamless access to all
information and services.

The Libraries for the 215t Century
Nebraska Library Commission
Library Services and Technology Act
Five Year Plan is on the Commission
home page at <http://www.nlc.
state.ne.us/about.html>. For those
without Internet access, contact
Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or
800-307-2665, e-mail: <mgeibel@
neon.nlc.state.ne.us> for a print
copy of the plan. If you have
additional comments, contact
Nancy Busch at 402-471-4002 or
800-307-2665, e-mail: <nbusch@

neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. A

The mission
of libraries
is evolving.

Librarians
must stay
active and
focused

on their
customers.

28,000 Children Read 350,000 Books in Summer Reading Programs

N v enty-cight thousand Nebraska children
enjoyed games, excursions, special events and

reading last summer through participation in

the statewide summer reading program. The 1997
summer theme, Thrills and Chills at the Library,
encouraged children to read nearly 350,000 books.
Summer reading experience encourages children to
maintain their reading skills during the months without
formal reading instruction and to return to the class-

room more ready to learn.

Virtually every Nebraska community with a public
library offers a summer reading program, lasting from
one week to two months. Many schools are now
offering summer reading progams as well. Children may

earn a certificate of recognition for their participation in
~ the summer program, however many of the libraries
involved do not give certificates, preferring instead to

emphasize reading as a satisfying pastime, rather than

another source of pressure to achieve. 4

The 1997
summer theme,
Thrills and
Chills at the
Library,
encouraged
children to
read nearly
350,000 books.

Al &6 CRalls -t [ohrey,
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