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Mary Jo Helps Libraries Tell Their Story

T T E R

ary Jo Ryan is a 25-year veteran of Nebraska State
Government and is the Library Commission’s

Communications Coordinator. She describes her

job as helping the Library Commis-
sion describe our activities to
libraries and their customers and
helping Nebraska librarians tell the
story of how they serve their
communities. This may mean
marketing or public relations
activities and may include newslet-
ters, exhibits, brochures or home
page content. Mary Jo is a native of
North Platte and is 100% Italian.
Her parents met in Denver CO at a
funeral, but their parents lived in
the same town in Italy before they
emigrated to the United States.
Mary Jo earned a BA in English and
Journalism and an MA in Adult
Education and Public Administra-
tion from UN-L. Before coming to
the Library Commission, she

Kathy Would Encourage More Readers

worked in other state agencies.

Mary Jo is a lifelong user of
libraries and says it’s the place where
she learned to read. The books on
her nightstand currently include
Paradise by Toni Morrison, Here on
Earth by Alice Hoffman, and several
books on Italy, Tuscany, and
Gardening. If you want to know
what Mary Jo is currently reading,
Lincolnites can listen to Bookrtalk,
Radio KZUM, 89.3, Wednesdays at
6:30 p.M. Mary Jo is a collector of
artifacts from the "30s through the
’70s. She and her husband Steve
enjoy golfing, walking, gardening,
and travel. They share their home
and many walks with their dog
Blondie. 4

eet Kathy Dukes, a circulation clerk for the

Talking Book and Braille Service who recently

celebrated her 15-year anniversary with State

Government. Kathy is a native of
Buffalo WY and attended Wesleyan
University for a year studying
Library Science. Kathy has always
been a reader and a lover of books.
She worked as a volunteer in her
high school library and knew her
local public librarian very well. It
was this librarian who encouraged
her to balance leisure reading with
serious literature and requested a
book review when she finished a
title. Kathy enjoys reading Harle-
quin romances because she says they
help her to relax. She also reads
non-fiction about the Old West and

inspirational topics.

If Kathy could change one thing
about library service, it would be to
make more people readers, espe-
cially children. As a childcare
provider, she helped introduce many
kids to the love of reading. Kathy is
the mother of three grown daugh-
ters and has two grandsons with
whom she spends many hours. She
lives with her 20-year-old cat named
Pebbles. In her free time, Kathy is
involved with several church
activities and enjoys crafts, includ-
ing plastic canvas projects and
counted cross stitch.

Mary Jois a
lifelong user of
libraries and
says it’s the
place where
she learned

to read.

As a childcare
provider, she
helped intro-
duce many kids
to the love of
reading.




Nebraska Libraries Accredited

ast fall, 76 Nebraska
libraries qualified as

accredited libraries for
a three-year period. This

accreditation, awarded by the

Nebraska Library Commission,
indicates that the library meets the
basic (and in some cases the
advanced) accreditation guidelines
as adopted by the Library Commis-
sion and approved by the Nebraska
Library Association. This accredita-
tion status entitles libraries to apply
for state and federal funds for
library improvement projects.
Accreditation of public libraries is a
cyclical process, with approximately
one-third of all libraries scheduled
to apply for reaccreditation each
year. For a list of libraries accredited
for fall 1997 through 2000, see the
Library Commission home page at
<http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/>,
search on 2000 Accreditation.
Commission Director Rod Wagner
recently commended these libraries,

stating, “We are dedicated to
helping Nebraska libraries meet
Nebraskans’ information needs,
opening up the world of information
for citizens of all ages. The Library
Commission continues to work in
partnership with Nebraska libraries
using the Public Library Accredita-
tion program as one tool to help
public libraries grow and develop.”
A news release template about
public library accreditation can be
customized to announce your
library’s accreditation status in your
local news media. An electronic
version can be downloaded from the
Library Commission home page at
<http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/>,
(search on Announces Accredita-
tion), to be copied into a word
processing program, replacing the
blanks with local information and
printing the release on library
letterhead. For additional informa-
tion, contact Kit Keller at 402-471-
3216 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:

<kkeller@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 4

“We view our OCLC membership as a partnership that serves as the great
information equalizer. OCLC membership, along with the support of NEBASE, our
OCLC-affiliated regional network, assists us in providing our customers with some of
the best library services available, regardless of the size of our community and its
rural setting. The multitype library membership makes participating in OCLC

particularly effective.”

—Jeanne Saathoff, Director, Kearney Public Library and Information Center
(Reprinted with permission from the OCLC 1996/1997 Annual Report)
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Task Force to Review Certification

he Nebraska Library

Commission and the

six Regional Library
Systems have convened a task

force to review the Nebraska

Public Librarian and Board Certifi-
cation program, including the Basic
Skills courses. This is the first
comprehensive evaluation in the ten
years that the Certification Program
has been in existence. The goals of
the Public Librarian Certification
Program are to improve library
service throughout the state;
motivate public librarians to
acquire, maintain, and develop
skills; recognize public librarians
who update their knowledge and
skills; update the image of librarians

and libraries; and provide guidelines
for public library boards to select
and retain personnel. The goals of
the Board Certification Program are
to improve the library, increase
Board involvement, fulfill Library
Accreditation requirements, and
organize continuing education
activities for Board members. The
task force, in conjunction with an
outside evaluator, will design and
administer an evaluation to see if
the programs have succeeded in
achieving these purposes and goals.
The group will also develop
recommendations, to be forwarded
to the Director of the Library
Commission for consideration.
Participants in the Certification
program may be contacted in the
next few months for opinions on

T E R

the program’s effect on your library
skills and the library services you
provide to your community. The
members of the Task Force are
Nancy Busch, Richard Miller, Ellen
Van Waart, Library Commission;
Sharon Osenga, Meridian Library
System Administrator; Kathy
Tooker, Eastern Library System
Administrator; Pam Scott, Pan-
handle Library System Administra-
tor; Brenda Ealey, Southeast Library
System Administrator; and Carol
Speicher, Northeast Library System
Administrator. For questions,
contact Richard Miller, 402-471-
3175 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<rmiller@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>, or
Ellen Van Waart, 402-471-4004 or
800-307-2665, e-mail: <evanwaart@
neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 4




NLA Legislative Day 1998

he Nebraska Library

Association (NLA)

hosted another suc-
cessful Legislative Day.
Approximately 90 people

attended the luncheon, including
Lt. Governor Robak, 22 senators,
and two legislative aids. Many NLA
members attended the briefing in
the morning and then called upon
their senators to inform them of the
importance of supporting the
request for more state aid for
libraries, “Libraries for the 21st

Century.”

The NLA Legislative Committee
continues to urge library staff and
supporters across Nebraska to
become informed about the
resources needed to bring Nebraska
libraries in the 21st Century.
Contact Kathy Tooker, NLA
Legislative Community Chair,
Eastern Library System, 11929 Elm
St., Suite 12, Omaha NE 68144,
402-330-7884, 800-627-7884, FAX
402-330-1859, <ktooker@neon.nlc.
state.ne.us>. Watch the NLA home
page at <http://www.nol.org/home/
NLA/> for updates. 4

v Nebraska librarians share lunch and library issues with senators and Lt. Governor
Kim Robak (center) during the Nebraska Library Legislative Day luncheon.
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VIPS Learn About Talking Book Program

alking Book and

Braille Service direc-

tor Dave Oertli
recently presented informa-

tion to a Lincoln chapter of
VIPS (Visually Impaired Peer
Support) to help established talking

book borrowers make fuller use of

Commission services. He explained
changes in the recorded and braille
magazines offered by Library of
Congtess and the Nebraska Library
Commission.

Approximately thirty VIPS
members attended and nearly all of
the VIPS members were already
enrolled for talking book service. 4
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A Fresh Look at the Library Bill of Rights, part ecight

examining applications of intellectual freedom and
the Library Bill of Rights, we explore the issues of
selection and censorship.

Recently the estate of Lester Asheim was settled,
resulting in a sizable gift to a library school. Asheim was
the nearly legendary library educator (at one point Dean
of the University of Chicago Graduate Library School),
a prolific writer, and leader in the field in every good
sense. His passing was less noted than it should have
been, perhaps the result of a long life and extended
retirement, the fast-changing world of librarianship, and
maybe some forgetfulness on our part.

In his life Asheim wrote a number of seminal articles,
one of which comes to mind as Congress considers yet
another attempt to “filter” information coming across
the Internet. He wrote, “Not Censorship But Selection”
in the September 1953 Wilson Library Bulletin. (Think
about what else was going on in Washington, D.C. that
year.) While the examples he uses to bolster his posi-

I n this latest installment of the NCompass series

tions are now dated (e.g., James Joyce’s Ulysses), the
arguments are as fresh as ever, perhaps because attempts
at censorship never end. The article contains very dense
writing, reflecting Asheim’s style, as well as the time in
which it was written. The article is rich with ideas and a
brief review of it can only touch on a few of the author’s
major points.

The primary idea of the article is that selection can
be identified (as apart from censorship) by virtue of the
fact that it is a “positive” rather than a “negative.” Some
of the quotes are priceless:

“When librarians discuss the matter [censorship]
among themselves, they are quite satisfied with the
distinction between censorship and selection, and are in
smug agreement that the librarian practices the latter,
not the former.”

“The real question of censorship versus selection
arises when the librarian, exercising his own judgment,
decides against a book which has every legal right to
representation on his shelves.”

“When a book attacks a basic belief or a way of life
to which we are emotionally attached, its purpose will
seem to us to be vicious rather than constructive;
dangerous rather than valuable; deserving of suppression
rather than of wide-spread dissemination.”

“The major characteristic which makes for the all-
important difference seems to me to be this: that the
selector’s approach is positive, while that of the censor is
negative. . . . For to the selector, the important thing is
to find reasons to keep the book. . . . For the censor, on
the other hand, the important thing is to find reasons to
reject the book. . . . The positive selector asks what the
reaction of a rational intelligent adult would be to the
content of the work; the censor fears for the results on

the weak, the warped, and the irrational.”

“The inevitable consequence of the negative ap-
proach is that it leads to the use of isolated parts rather
than the complete whole upon which to base a judg-
ment. . . . In other words, four letters have outweighed
five hundred pages.”

“But many librarians have been known to defer to
anticipated pressures, and to avoid facing issues by
suppressing possible issue-making causes.”

“Finally, the selector begins, ideally, with a presump-
tion in favor of liberty of thought; the censor does not.
The aim of the selector is to promote reading, not to
inhibit it; to multiply the points of view which will find
expression, not limit them.”

“Selection, then, begins with a presumption in favor
of liberty of thought; censorship, with a presumption in
favor of thought control. . . . Selection seeks to protect
the right of the reader to read; censorship seeks to
protect — not the right — but the reader himself from
the fancied effects of his reading. The selector has faith
in the intelligence of the reader; the censor has faith
only in his own.”

“In other words, selection is democratic while
censorship is authoritarian.”

Richard Miller

This series will continue to explore intellectual
freedom issues in upcoming issues of NCompass. We
invite you to submit guest editorials to Mary Jo Ryan,
402-471-3434 or 800-307-2665, e-mail: <mjryan@
neon.nlc.state.ne.us>.

For more information see the Library Commission
home page, <http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/>, search on
freedom. For the full text of the Nebraska Intellectual
Freedom Handbook, search on the title or contact Mary
Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<mgeibel@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. Send comments to
Mary Jackson, 402-471-4006 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<mjackson@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>.

Planning is underway for a program for the October
NLA Conference in Grand Island. Richard Miller,
Library Commission Library Development Director
and Ted Smith, Norfolk Public Library Director share
the following preliminary plans:

Progam Title: “Censorship v.s. Selection: Stand by
Your Stand!”

Brief Program Description: “The speakers will
explain their stances on the issues of censorship and
selection, and will explore the concept of responsibility
as it relates to these library processes. The goal of the
session is to build a bridge, rather than to stake out
divergent camps.” &

“The selector
has faith in the
intelligence of
the reader; the
censor has
faith only in
his own.”



Special Report...
Reaching Common Ground

his winter, the six System Administrators and
I six Commission staff met at St. Benedict

Retreat Center in Schuyler to improve commu-
nication between Commission staff and System direc-
tors. Given the importance of the Systems to the
accomplishment of statewide Commission goals, this
gathering carried importance beyond the limits of the
meeting time and place. Sandra Nelson, formerly of the
Tennessee State Library and now an independent
consultant, facilitated the two-day conclave, moving the
participants through an examination of the roles and
responsibilities of the Systems and the Commission,
discussing several of the statewide goals in Libraries for
the 215t Century, addressing issues identified as most
important to accomplishing common goals, developing
a communication plan, and assessing the value of the
process. Prior to the retreat Nelson gathered responses
from all participants in order to spend the time in
Schuyler most productively and to focus on the issues
identified as most vital.

Outcomes of the retreat included establishment of a
task force to review the Basic Skills program; future
production of a handbook including all policies related
to Systems (updating 1990 publication); agreement to
form task forces as needed when either the Commission
or Systems consider starting, stopping or changing
statewide programs that affect the Systems and the
Commission; and commitment to the following meetings:

* Budget discussion with System board members

* Informational discussion about System and
Commission programs, services, and responsibilities
with board members

* Discussion with the Public Resource Library Group
(PRLG) regarding common issues

Participants in the Retreat included: Brenda Ealey,
Southeast Library System Administrator; Sharon
Osenga, Meridian Library System Administrator; Pam
Scott, Panhandle Library System Administrator; Carol
‘Speicher, Northeast Library System Administrator;
Kathy Tooker, Eastern Library System Administrator;
Dee Yost, Republican Valley Library System Adminis-
trator; Jo Budler, Library Commission Network Services
Director; Nancy Busch, Library Commission Deputy
Director; Mary Jackson, Library Commission Children
and Young Adult Services Coordinator; Richard Miller,
Library Commission Library Development Director;
Ellen Van Waart, Library Commission Continuing
Education Coordinator; and Rod Wagner, Library
Commission Director. 4
Richard Miller

Commission Staff Attend Conference

he Internet Librarian

'97 Conference

program was held last
fall in Monterey, CA. Julie

Pinnell and Allana Novotny
from the Nebraska Library Com-
mission attended, along with Kathy
Tooker, Eastern Library System
Administrator and Dee Yost,
Republican Valley Library System
Administrator. The conference
included Digitizing Resources, Tools
and Techniques, Managing Organi-
zational Knowledge, Virtualizing
Services, Net and Web Manage-
ment, Searching and The Web, New
Technologies, New Roles, Captured
by the Web: Library Systems,
Training and The Net, and Net
Strategies and Trends. The confer-
ence web site <http://www.
infotoday.com/internet/internet.
htm> includes the conference
program and links to the slides and
outline notes for many of the
presentations. Highlights included
Cecil Andrews from the Seaside CA

Library on “A Successful Volunteer-
Run Internet Program.” The Seaside
Library trains volunteers to help
patrons use the Internet, providing
training in return for commitment
to a number of hours. The Seaside
Libraries Web page is located at
<http://www.ci.seaside.ca.us/sealib/
index.htm>.

“Making Your Web Site Acces-
sible” presented information about
creating a Web site that is accessible
for all people, see <http://weber.u.
washington.edu/~doit/UA/>.

Information was presented on
Northern Light, a search engine that
searches the Web and Northern
Light’s Special Collection of 1,800
journals and magazines, see <http://
www.northernlight.com/>. Northern
Light provides the full text of an
article at a cost of $1 to $4 per article.

The Internet Librarian 97
Conference was very interesting and
Monterey is a great location for a
conference. We hope to see more
Nebraska librarians at Internet
Librarian "98 in Monterey on
November 3-5, 1998. &

Youth Improvement Plan Available

n 1990 the first Nebraska

Library Commission

Children’s Improvement
Plan (CHIP) was finalized,

approved, and implementation

was begun. The plan was developed
by a team of children’s librarians
working with the Library Commis-
sion to address issues facing
children’s library services in Ne-
braska, to be implemented by the
Nebraska Library Commission. In
1996, the Youth Advisory Board
began work on a second plan, the
Youth Improvement Plan, to address
problems that face today’s children
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and youth librarians. The Nebraska
Library Commission is currently
incorporating the plan into the
Commission’s five year plan,
Libraries for the 21" Century. This
version of the plan is available for
comment. See <http://www.nlc.
state.ne.us/libdev/yip.html> or
contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-
2045 or 800-307-2665, e-mail:
<mgeibel@neon.nlc.state.ne.us> for
a print copy. For questions or
comments, contact the Youth
Advisory Board member from your
system or Mary Jackson, 402-471-
4006, 800-307-2665, e-mail:

<mjackson@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 4
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People...

Governor Ben Nelson appointed Katherine Fletcher,
Omaha, to the Nebraska Library Commission, term
expiring in 1999. Katherine replaces Tom Harvey whose
term expired last June.

Jane Elizabeth Crouch, Lincoln, was recently
appointed to the Advisory Committee of the Library
Commission’s Talking Book and Braille Service. Ana
Kalin, Lincoln, and Joyce Cohen, Omaha, were
reappointed. The committee, appointed by the chair of
the Nebraska State Advisory Council on Libraries,
represents the needs of borrowers and makes recom-
mendations concerning library policies, services and
programs. 4

Kate Fitz was recently hired as the Norfolk Area
Chamber of Commerce administrative assistant.
Formerly from Alma, she was library director of the
Hoesch Memorial Library. 4

Marie Marshall recently retired as director of
Superior Public Library after nearly 28 years. The
Library Board honored her at an open house at the
library. She will continue as a member of the Republi-
can Valley Library System board. &

Karen Ingish, former Library Commission Library
Development Coordinator, was appointed Information
Science and Technology Librarian in the Public Services
Department at the University Library,University of
Nebraska at Omaha. a

The Technology Center in David
Memorial Library is now open for busin
computers available for use by childre

The Ponca Public Library Friends donated/55
of newspapers on microfilm and hope to purchasé all
Dixon County newspapers available on microfilm. The
Friends previously donated a microfilm reader/printer
to the library. &

Library Friends have purchased
books at the library that can be
tee weeks with library materials.

he library, they are walking billboards,
gs Public Library” wherever they go. 4

ont Public Library used federal grant

ed through the Library Commission to
purchase a voice synthesizer so that customers with
visual disabilities can use the library computer. Match-
ing funds came from donors like the Fairmont Lions
Club and the Nebraska Lions Foundation. 4

The Library Commission was awarded the Francis
Keppel Award, made each year to the qualifying chief
officers of state library agencies and state and territory
data coordinators for submitting the most prompt,
complete, and high quality public library data. Com-§
mission Director Rod Wagner and Kit Keller, State
Data Coordinator, were recognized for data collection
efforts. a

The Nebraska Library Association recently ap-
pointed Mary Stultz, Baird Holm Law Firm Library in
Omabha as editor of the Association Quarterly, NLAQ. a

Mary Elizabeth Lomax (Betsy), Media Specialist

g from Omaha South High School received a 1997
"W Nebraska Teacher Achievement Award, made

possible through the Peter Kiewit Foundation to
recognize excellence in the classroom. a

Judy Winkler, former Library Commission Cata-
loger, accepted a position as slide curator in the Archi-
tecture Library at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
beginning in December. a

Burns Davis, CM, Library Commission Informa-
tion Resources Coordinator, received the Manager of
the Year award from the Nebraska State Government
Chapter of the National Management Association. 4

Pamela Scott was recently hired as Administrator for
the Panhandle Library System. A recent graduate of the
University of Illinois Graduate School of Library and
Information Science, she has a B.A. in History from the
University of Nebraska and worked with Lincoln City
Libraries from 1988-1994. a

New Library Directors include: Alma, Hoesch
Memorial Library, LaDonna Schluterbusch; Bloomfield
Public Library, Renae Johnson; Ceresco Public Library,
Carol Mintzmyer; Dodge, John Rogers Memorial
Library, Mary Mandel; Elmwood Public Library,
Virginia Hoyt; Harvard Public Library, Mae Morgan;
Lewellen Public Library, Peggy Rohlfing; Lexington
Public Library, Ruth Seward; Lincoln, American
Historical Society of Germans from Russia, Maria Ford;
Lyman Public Library, Stephanie Zamora-Steiner;
Osceola Public Library, Niki M. Sharmon; Saint
Edward Public Library, Sandy Zurovski; Springfield
Public Library, Charlene Harding; Strang Public
Library, Lynn Gibson; Superior Public Library, Vicki
Perrie; Wymore Public Library, Jackie Nicholson; and
York College, Levitt Library Learning Center, Todd
Mountjoy. 4
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