


















Special Report ... 
ftle Downside 01 
E-mail FIIheriina 

I ncreasingly; Internet Service Providers 
and Internet users are attempting to 
filter their mail servers in an effort to 

curb spam, unsolicited bulk e-mail. 
Sometimes the results are not what is 
intended. Last month a Library Commission 
staff member sent a message to a mailing list 
with the subject heading: Limited-Time Offer: 
Get a FREE OCLC Language Video Set! The 
message bounced for several recipients due 
to a spam filter that was installed on the 
recipients' mail system. The "Lirnited.:rime 
Offer" phrase can trigger many filters. 
Another staff person posted a message with 
the subject heading: OCLC CONTENTdm 
Product Forum atALA. Because it happened 
to include the character string "drn pro" 
which is the name of a software proouct 
(DirectMail Pro) that spammers use to 
broadcast messages, the message was rejected 
by some e-mail providers. A list of things to 
avoid is difficult to generate because the 
filtering software is so arbitrary. It seems that 
the filters are well-meaning, but extremely 
flawed in execution. 

An article on "over-zealous spam cops," 
< www.internetnews.com/IAR/article.php/ 
1143551> addresses another filtering 
problem. This Internet Advertising Report 
from internetnews.com, "When Spam 
Policing Gets Out of Control," dated 
May 23, 2002, highlights the issue of how 
filters can impact legitimate business 
communication. Blacklists, the controversial 
method of ftltering out IP addresses of 
known spammers, have been around almost 
as long as spam itself. When a person or 
agency files a complaint against a server that 
hosts mass e-mail marketers, the blacklist 
will put the IP address of the server in its 
database, which is then downloaded by 
Internet service providers and carriers to 
filter out the "bad" IP addresses. 

According to Jeff Mitcham, part-owner 
of APEC Solutions, the ends do not justify 
the means and the practice results in overkill. 
''It's equivalent to trying to kill mosquitoes 
using an elephant gun and not worrying 
whether you actually see the mosquito or 
not," he said. 

Additional information on this topic will 
appear in the next edition of NCompass. • 

Grants Schedule Updated 
The Nebraska Library Conunission offers funding support according to the 

following schedule: 

• Continuing Education and Training Grants: FlU1ds are available to assist 
libraries in providing continuing education and training for Nebraska library 
perso1U1el. Local libraries, library organizations, or consortia of libraries are 
eligible to apply. Library board members, volw1teers, advocates, and other 
supporters may be included in the training, as appropriate. 

Available Due Recipients Annowlced 

June 15, 2002 July 15, 2002 ... to be determined pending 
outcome of special session 
of Nebraska Legislature 

• Children's Grants for Excellence: Funds are available for illliovative projects to 
serve children in public libraries. Children's librarians, yOW1g adult librarians, or 
librarians whose responsibilities include children's services are eligible to apply. 
Schools or other service agencies may be involved through collaborative planning 
and progranuning with public libraries. 

Available Due 

October 7, 2002 November 13, 2002 

Recipients Announced 

December 5, 2002 

• Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Grants: Funds are available to 
assist libraries in improving information tecllliology services and improving access 
to information for w1derserved populations. 

Available Due 

December 9,2002 January 31,2003 

Recipients Announced 

March 3, 2003 

• Scholarships: Master of Library Science: Funds are available to help Nebraskans 
upgrade their library science skills by participating in a graduate level course of 
study leading to a Master of Library Science degree. 

Available Due 

Ongoing Basis Ongoing Basis 

Recipients Announced 

Ongoing Basis 

Accreditation Applications Distributed 
The Library Conunission will 

distribute applications for the Public 
Library Accreditation program in July to 
all public libraries scheduled to renew 
their accreditation, and to eligible W1ac­
credited libraries. These applications are 
due at the Library Conunission by 
September 1. Certificates of 
Accreditation will be mailed on October 
1 to all libraries that meet the require­
ments. To be accredited, public libraries 
must meet the twenty Basic Guidelines 
for service, see <www.nlc.state.ne.us/ 
libdev/ revguid.html>, meet the main­
tenance of effOlt requirement, and have 
submitted a Public Library Statistical 
Report FY 2000/2001. The Basic 
Guidelines define a minimw11 level of 
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public library service for Nebraska 
citizens. Accredited libraries are eligible 
for direct state aid to public libraries and 
other grant programs through the 
Nebraska Library Conm1ission. 

The Advanced Guidelines offer a 
challenge for developing and improving 
library services beyond the basic level. 
Libraries must meet sixteen Advanced 
Guidelines to be awarded Advanced 
Guidelines status. For more information 
contact Kit Keller, Library Data Services 
Coordinator, 402-471-3216, 800-307-
2665, e-mail: 
<kkeLler@nlc.state.ne.us>, or see the 
Commission home page, 
<www.nlc.state.ne.us>, search on Public 
Library Accreditation. • 



lIews 0' lIebraska Libraries and People 
~ Nebraska Library 

AssociationfN ebraska 
Educational Media Association 
(NLAfNEMA) Annual 
Conference, Leading, Linking, 
and Learning, is scheduled for 
October 23-25 at the 
Cornhusker Hotel and 
Convention Center in Linco~l, 
Nebraska. For more information 
see < www.nol .org/home/NLA/ 
conference/ index.html> . 

~ AlIana Novotny, Network 
Services Librarian, has been 
selected as the Nebraska 
Library Commission's 2002 
Employee of the Year. 
Congranuations, AJJana! 

~ Kevin Leapley has accepted 
appointment as Republican 
Valley Library System 
Administrator. He most 
recently served as Automation 
Librarian for tile PllUn Creek 
Library System in Minnesota. 
Welcome, Kevin. 

~ The Nebraska Library 
Commission recently awarded 
$260,034 in Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) 
grants for 2002. See 
<www.nlc.state.ne.us/libdev/ lsta 
/2002-LSTA-GrantsAwarded­
guickJist.htmJ> for tile list of 
forty-tllree public library and 
other library organizational 
recipients. 

~ Go Figure! , a national traveling 
exhibit organized by Minnesota 
Children's Musemn and tile 
American Library Association 
(ALA), visits the Morton-James 
Public Library, Nebraska City, 
Jlme 24 tl1rough JlUy 20. The 
exhibit introduces early math 
concepts tl1rough kid-sized envi­
ronments inspired by fanllliar 
children's books. 

~ Database Roadshow 2002 is 
lU1derway. Librarians are invited 
to learn more about the data­
bases tile Library Commission 
purchased for libraries across tile 
state. For SlUnmer location and 

registration information see tile 
Commission Web site, 
<vvww.nJc.state.ne.us>, search 
on Database Roadshow. 

~ Nebraska libraries will be 
contacted tlLis summer regarding 
their status as grant recipients 
tllrough tile U.S. Library 
Program of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Fowldation. Grants will 
be awarded and computers 
installed in Nebraska libraries 
through February 2003. For 
more information, see the 
Commission Web site, 
<www.nk.state.ne.us>, search 
on Gates Index. 

~ Mountain Plains Library 
Association, North Dakota 
Library Association, and South 
Dakota Library Association are 
joint host~ for the Fall 2002 
Conference, Exploring New 
Pathways to Information, cele­
brating tile bicentennial of tile 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
October 2-5, in Fargo, Nortll 
Dakota. See <ndsl.lib.state.nd . 
us/ndJa/02conf.htm> for more 
information. 

~ The Pierce Library FOlUldation 
was recently awarded $300,000 
from tile Lied Foundation 
Trust, $100,000 from the Peter 
Kiewit Foundation, and 
$10,000 from tile Cooper 
Foundation and Midwest Bank 
for consU1JCtion of a new library. 
The total cost of the library is 
estimated at $757,000. 

~ MacKenzie King, winner of 
Nestle's Very Best in Youth 
Award 2001 celebrated 
National Library Week at tile 
Crete Public Library. She was 
selected for her commwLity 
volunteer activities and donated 
her $1,000 prize to tile library. 

~ Troy Johnson, librarian at tile 
Creighton Law Library, 
developed an online librarian's 
book club to read and discuss 
books about libraries and tile 
library profession. A ncw book 

is selected every two montlls, see 
the Librarian's Book Club at 
Bibliofuture: The Future of 
the Library and tlle Book, 
<www.bibliofi.mlre.com>. 

~ Gretna Public Library now 
offers a monthly program for 
seniors. LEARN 
@your libraryTM combines 
entertainment and social inter­
action Witll educational 
programs like travelogues, book 
talks, speakers, and videos. 

~ Nebraska librarians and media 
specialists are invited to attend 
tile Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial: Challenges and 
Solutions for the Information 
Specialist Videoteleconference 
on August 14. This free, distance 
learning workshop (supported 
by tile National Park Service, 
Nebraska Department of 
Education, Nebraska 
H wnanities COlmcil, Omalla 
World-Herald, and the 
University of Nebraska at 
Omalla) wiJJ be facilitated by 
library media specialists at sites 
across Nebraska. For more infor­
mation see fu1J10lUlCements on 
the Commission Web site, 
<www.nk.state.nJc.us>. 

~ New Library Directors 
include: Bartley Public Library, 
Ronni Harding; Chester Public 
Library, Judy Smith; John G. 
Smith Memorial Library, 
Dawson, Carol Kean; 
Dorchester Public Library, Mark 
Bartek; Genoa Public Library, 
Sharon Jones; Joslyn fu-t 
Museum, Omalu, Christine 
Jorgensen; Douglas CoWlty 
Correction Center Library, 
Omaha, Barb Glaser; Sidney 
Public Library, Mary Beth 
Sancomb-Moran; Keya Palla 
ColUlty Library, Springview, Jo 
Prentice; and Table Rock Public 
Library, Frances Workman. ~ 
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Summer 

.. Childrens Library Services 
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.. Gates Foundation to Assist 
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