
 
Smart Investing @your library® Builds Nebraska Communities 
 
Money for college?...for retirement?...to buy a home?  
Free online financial education classes for Nebraskans.  
Get login password: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/FinancialEducation. 
 
Please tell your community about this free learning opportunity 
 
Nebraska Librarians: Please help us invite the people of your community to a unique online 

learning experience. The Smart Investing @ your library
® 

online class is a free online, self-paced 

educational opportunity using videos, mini-lectures, readings, links to Web-based sources, 

exercises, worksheets, and quizzes to provide unbiased financial education.    

 

Curriculum customized to financial stage in life: 

 Starting Out--generally those under age 40 

 Building Up--generally those age 40 to up to 2 years before retirement 

 Making it Last--retired or those retiring within 2 years 

 

We would love it if you would share this message on your library Facebook pages 

(https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaLibrarians). If you do please let us know—we want to 

LIKE it! Please share the attached poster with local community members, library customers, 

volunteers, and coworkers and encourage them to get a login password at 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/financialeducation.  

 

If this sparks a need in your community, the Nebraska Library Commission has individual 

financial education books and bulk loan collections of print and DVD materials to share with 

your community. You can keep these materials for up to two months and merchandise them via 

an inhouse display, etc. See a list of materials offered at: 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/finra/libs/FINRALoanCollectionOrderForm.pdf. 

 

If you have any question about the curriculum or bulk loans, please contact JoAnn McManus, 

joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4870, 800-307-2665.  

 

This program is made possible by a grant from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation 

through Smart Investing @your library
®

, in partnership with the American Library Association. 

This program is sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission and the Three Rivers Library 

System (formerly Northeast Library System). 
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Money for college?...for retirement?...to buy a home? 
Please tell your community about this free learning opportunity 
 
Smart Investing @your library® Builds Nebraska Communities 
 
We hope you can help us invite the people of your community to a unique online learning 

experience. The Smart Investing @ your library
® 

online class is a free online, self-paced 

educational opportunity using videos, mini-lectures, readings, links to Web-based sources, 

exercises, worksheets, and quizzes to provide unbiased financial education.    

 

Curriculum customized to financial stage in life: 

 Starting Out--generally those under age 40 

 Building Up--generally those age 40 to up to 2 years before retirement 

 Making it Last--retired or those retiring within 2 years 

 

During the week of June 25, ads will run in newspapers across the state through the Nebraska 

Press Association statewide classifieds service. If members of your community see the ad and 

ask you about it, we hope you will encourage them to check out this free learning opportunity. 

We would love it if you would share this message on your library Facebook pages 

(https://www.facebook.com/nebraska#!/NebraskaLibrarians?fref=nf). If you do please let us 

know—we want to LIKE it! Also, if you happen to see the ad in your newspaper, would you 

please clip it and send it to me?  

 

Please share the attached flyer with local community members, library customers, volunteers, 

and coworkers and encourage them to get a login password at 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/financialeducation. Next week I’ll email a poster that you can post in 

your library and around the community.  

 

If this sparks a need in your community, we have individual books and bulk loan collections of 

print and DVD materials to share with your community. You can keep these materials for up to 

two months and merchandise them via an inhouse display, etc. See a list of materials offered at: 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/finra/libs/FINRALoanCollectionOrderForm.pdf. 

 

If you have any question about the curriculum or bulk loans, please contact JoAnn McManus, 

joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4870, 800-307-2665.  

 

This program is made possible by a grant from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation 

through Smart Investing @your library
®

, in partnership with the American Library Association. 

This program is sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission and the Three Rivers Library 

System (formerly Northeast Library System). 

 

 

Email Blast to Nebraska Libraries 
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“Smart Investing @your library
®
 Builds Nebraska Communities” 

 

Welcome to The Smart Investing @ your Library
® 

online class sponsored by the Nebraska 

Library Commission, Three Rivers Library System (formerly Northeast Library System), 

American Library Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation. We would also 

like to thank Iowa State University Extension for sharing their curriculum with us. 

 

Answers to Your Questions 

 

Who developed and updated the Smart Investing @ your Library® Curriculum? 

The Smart Investing @ your Library
® 

training was originally developed by Iowa State University 

Extension for the Iowa State Library Smart Investing@your Library
® 

grant. It was modified and 

updated (in part) by the Nebraska Library Commission and is now housed on the Nebraska 

Library Commission’s website, at  http://financialed.nebraska.gov/. The readings were also 

updated using the latest versions from www.finrafoundation.org. The videos and the mini-

lectures (PowerPoint slides with voice over) were not updated.      

 

How do I access the free online Smart Investing @ your Library® class?   

To access the class, please see page 3 of this document. Page 4 provides additional tips on 

navigating the curriculum. Pages 5 and 6 include a handy table of contents grid that you can use 

to check-off your progress. This grid helps you remember which activities and readings you have 

completed so that you can easily pick up where you left off when you return to the curriculum. 

 

Are you sure this was updated (I see references to Iowa and to 2013 classes)? 

Although you will hear and see references to Iowa agency and programs in the videos and mini 

lectures, the balance of the curriculum and the links have been updated to be specific to 

Nebraska agencies and programs. If you are looking for a Nebraska agency and cannot find what 

you are looking for, we will be happy to direct you. Just click on the project’s “contact,” JoAnn 

McManus in the upper left hand corner of your screen. 

 

Should I be concerned about the minimum computer requirements before I start making my 

way through the curriculum? 

We generally advise participants that they needn’t worry about the minimum computer 

requirements unless they are experiencing issues such as viewing a video or participating in one 

of the Flash-based self-tests. If you do experience issues, we suggest you review the minimum 

computer requirements to see what might be the issue. (You might need to download a more 

recent version of Adobe Reader for instance.) If you still experience issues, feel free to use the 

public access computers at your local public library. 

 

What’s the catch to this “free” class?  Is someone trying to sell me something? 

There’s no catch, and there is nothing for sale. The Nebraska Library Commission (a Nebraska 

state agency) and the Northeast Library System (now Three Rivers Library System) received a 

grant from the American Library Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation to 

Fact Sheet for Participants 
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provide unbiased financial literacy training at 22 libraries across Nebraska. Although the formal 

training (which included live sessions in the library) is concluded, the online training is still 

available and is now being offered to all Nebraskans through this online-only, self-directed 

learning opportunity.   

 

What do I do if I have trouble logging on to the system, misplace my password, or experience 

navigational issues? 

JoAnn McManus, Nebraska Library Commission’s Smart Investing@your Library
® 

grant 

coordinator, is available for technical assistance and support. You may contact her by phone, 

email, or by clicking on her name in the upper left hand corner when you are in the curriculum.  

JoAnn’s contact information is: 402-471-4870, 800-307-2665, joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov 

 

You said there are three curriculum options but I only see one when I am online? 

There are three curriculum options, as follows: 

o Starting Out: Establishing an Investment Plan -- Gen X, Ages 20-40 

o Building Up: Fine-tuning your portfolio & planning for retirement -- Pre-Retirees 

o Making It Last: Retiring & Retirees – Retirees and those retiring in the next two years 

 

You will only see the one option that you signed up for to avoid confusion. The majority of the 

readings are included in all three options. 

 

The course tutorial video in the class says this is a four week course. Is that all the time I have 

to complete the class? 

The course is organized in four units entitled Week 1, Week 2, etc.  You’ll see all four units 

online when you enter the course. The online course is self-paced so take as much time as you 

need to complete the course. 

If I have a financial question, is there anyone available at the Nebraska Library Commission I 

can direct a question? 

Nebraska Library Commission staff can certainly help with technical questions about using the 

curriculum. If you have a financial question, like all good librarians, we can direct you to an 

unbiased source that can help you find the answer to your question.  You may start by contacting 

JoAnn McManus. 

 

Sign up for a login password for the free Smart Investing @ Your Library® online curriculum at 

nlc.nebraska.gov/FinancialEd 

 

 

This program is made possible by a grant from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation through Smart Investing 

@your library
®
, in partnership with the American Library Association. This program is sponsored by the Nebraska 

Library Commission and the Three Rivers Library System (formerly Northeast Library System). 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

May 28, 2015       Mary Jo Ryan  

        402-471-3434  

        800-307-2665 

 

Free Unbiased Online Financial Education Class Available 

 

Money for college?...for retirement?...to buy a home? Free online financial education classes are 

available for all Nebraskans.  

 

The Nebraska Library Commission is pleased to announce that access to better financial and 

investor information resources is now available through a free unbiased online financial 

education class offered through the Smart Investing@your library® Builds Nebraska 

Communities project. 

 

Get a login password at http://nlc.nebraska.gov/FinancialEducation and learn more about how to make 

informed decisions about budgeting, money management, saving for college, buying a home, 

retirement planning, and more. This online class is offered as part of a statewide grant awarded 

by the American Library Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation to the 

Nebraska Library Commission and the Northeast Library System (now Three Rivers Library 

System). This prestigious grant is helping to build the capacity of Nebraska libraries to provide 

effective, unbiased financial resources, including Books, DVDs, downloadable audiobooks and 

ebooks, and access to librarian-selected online sources at 

http://nebraskaccess.ne.gov/moneyandinvesting.asp.  

This program is made possible by a grant from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation 

through Smart investing @ your library®, a partnership with the American Library Association. 

The FINRA Investor Education Foundation supports innovative research and 
educational projects that give underserved Americans the knowledge, skills and tools 
necessary for financial success throughout life. For details about grant programs and 
other FINRA Foundation initiatives, visit www.finrafoundation.org.  
 
FINRA, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, is the largest non-governmental 
regulator for all securities firms doing business in the United States. FINRA is dedicated 
to investor protection and market integrity through effective and efficient regulation and 
complementary compliance and technology-based services. FINRA touches virtually 
every aspect of the securities business — from registering and educating all industry 
participants to examining securities firms, writing and enforcing rules and the federal 
securities laws, informing and educating the investing public, providing trade reporting 
and other industry utilities and administering the largest dispute resolution forum for 
investors and registered firms. For more information, please visit www.finra.org.  
 
Smart investing @ your library® is a partnership between the Reference and User 
Services Association (RUSA), a division of the American Library Association, and the 
FINRA Investor Education Foundation. The program supports public libraries and 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/mail/mail2staff.asp?Mary%20Jo%20Ryan
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community college libraries across the country in their efforts to meet financial 
education needs at the local level. Visit http://smartinvesting.ala.org for details.  
 
The Reference and User Services Association, a division of the American Library 
Association, is the foremost organization of reference and information professionals 
who make the connections between people and the information sources, services and 
collection materials they need. For more information, please visit www.ala.org/rusa. The 
American Library Association is the oldest and largest library association in the world, 
with more than 60,000 members. Its mission is to promote the highest quality library and 
information services and public access to information. For more information, please visit 
www.ala.org or call (800) 545-2433 ext. 4279. 
 

As Nebraska’s state library agency, the Nebraska Library Commission is an advocate for the 

library and information needs of all Nebraskans. The mission of the Library Commission is 

statewide promotion, development, and coordination of library and information services-

“bringing together people and information.” Visit http://booksarejustthebeginning.com/ for more 

examples of how Books Are Just the Beginning at Nebraska libraries. 

# # # 

 

 

 
Statewide Classified Ad copy: 
 
Money…for college? …retirement?...to buy a home? Free financial education online classes for 
Nebraskans. Get login password: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/finra. Sponsors: FINRA, ALA, 
Nebraska Library Commission. 

http://booksarejustthebeginning.com/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/finra


 

Smart Investing @your library® Builds Nebraska Communities 
 

Free online, self-paced educational opportunity using videos, mini-lectures, readings, links to 
web-based sources, exercises, worksheets, and quizzes to provide unbiased financial education 

 
Welcome to The Smart Investing @ your Library® online class sponsored by the Nebraska 
Library Commission, Three Rivers Library System (formerly Northeast Library System), 
American Library Association and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation. Sign-up below to 
access a free online financial education curriculum. 

First Name ____________________________ 
 
Last Name ____________________________ 
 
Email Address _______________________________ (will not be used for anything other 

than to communicate with you about the curriculum and your login information) 

 
What Curriculum best describes your financial stage in life? 

 __ Starting Out--generally for those under age 40 
 __ Building Up--generally those age 40 to more than 2 years out from retirement 
 __ Making it Last--retired or those retiring within 2 years 

If you heard about the online curriculum via a newspaper please indicate newspaper 
here: ________________ 

If you heard about the online curriculum via a library, please indicate library here: 
_____________________ 

If you heard about the online curriculum via another avenue, describe that source here: 
_________________________ 

Indicate what City/town you live in or nearest:  _____________________ 
 
When your login and password has been created, you will receive an email from 
joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov (a State of Nebraska Employee), with instructions on how to 
access the free online curriculum via the Internet.  If you did not list a valid email address above, 
you may call JoAnn at 402-471-4870 (Lincoln) or 800-307-2665 (outside Lincoln) to arrange for 
an alternative method to receive your instructions.  Thanks so much. 

 
 

 
This program is made possible by a grant from the FINRA Investor Education Foundation through Smart 
investing@your library®, in partnership with the American Library Association. This program is sponsored by 
the Nebraska Library Commission and the Three Rivers Library System (formerly Northeast Library System). 

 

Online sign-up Form: 

Submit 

mailto:joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov


Poster(sized down for this document) 

 


