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percentage  of these three-fifths
includedin our rural population. The
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M ORE tlian, three-flfths of the
- people of Nehrnskn are with- | . Ry e - :
out, accesa to public Hbrarybooks it netds? Good library. facllitle

facllitles.  And: the greatorought to be within: the reach. 0f e¥eryl or puap in selecting “an

family; James Russell Lowell sayss
“The better part of every man’s’educa=

‘facts are shown in 4 recent survey by tion 1s that which .he gives himself,;

(1. 0. Rankin-of the de

rural economics in the Co

Tt
cultpre,” University of Nebraska. Th
very people who have- the least a

aters as well sg.a variety of soclal o

the-n

evenings and’ during

ductive and profitable, but also towaril

ment,
These
mi tler—newspapers, magazines,
good  books—the most essential tools
for the development of such o program.
Has your counnnuity every educntion-

fzetting just the risht books and all-the

to .suclieducational and entertaimment| =
facilitles as moving pletures and the| Nebrpska,

tivities, and-wlio as it happens, have
oat, leisure during winter months,
lare, under present  condltions,. de-|T
(prived. to & large extent of xeading it
lgood ‘books.. 1t s In the long winter DROY

; “spells of bad T
wenther that wide-awake farm folks
turn; thelr attontlon not only to plana
for making next year's work more pro-

iplans for recreation and self improve- |

plans call for good reading
and

| al advantage wiong this line? Is.it

t offand it is for this that a good library|
ge of Agrl- should farnish

the opportunity. and’
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Easy to Get Rural Libraries !
‘along with other states,
appreciates this need for-a better dis-
tribmtion of lbrary facilities. In this,
stnte we have the Smte Library Com-
miszsion; public libraries, school llbrar-
g, 1ihrury extension service, and laws

iding  for £

the  establishment. o
ural Hbraries. Thus the groundwork!
‘alrendy has been laid. thru legislation,
Imaking it fairly casy to establish ru-
ral-minded libraries when once public
senfiment In their faver Is created.

The plan which secms nfost feasible

'r]mh;t

L e e e e e
o 1zation wopk, Ty al=o
e ad - cataloging
the books, In short, wil asglst In get-- |
ting. the library in.good ji_uuri-:i.ug- order.
For tho lecatlon of the' conuty - |
brary, ‘an ensily: -accessible; central -
ugnally iz chosen. ” The: lbrary
is in charge of 4 compelent Hbrarian.’ .
who with the help of the state library-
board, purchages all the books, and
makes alli plans for their distribution,
Branch libraries then are established
in all the smaller towns and willages,
and .small : coltections  of, books mayg:
be: ]
or even o homes where comnpefent per-
snns. yvolouteer to  disteibute them,
Book wagens or trocks areused to con-
vay 1lie licoks from the central county
library to the Lranch siatlons and in
SOmME cases even. may carcy - books to

0w

for brinzing Ubravy facilities to rural
mmmunl_!ﬁjieg iz what ia known as the
Seounty libeary.”  Any county desiring:
te organize a connty Hbrary may call
upen the State Library Commission at
Lincoln for adtice and assistance. This
orgunization mitintaing- field  workers
who will go into the eomnty And heln:

' i S

Ukely to get in touch with the Hbrary.
¢ county. librarian sees to it that
the books are kept clreulating amolg
the various braoches so that -every
faxnily m
collection
Telephoue. scrvi
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“plaeed vin schools, chureches, wlores |

fzplated  farm  homes - nob . otherwise o

- What Shall We Read This Winter? -
'Any Nebraska Community May Provide Its Homes With Good Books at
| Small Cost—State Maintains Library for This Puarpose &
. By J. H. Frandsen, Associate Editor

!

Atheir particular schools.

- |
and parcel post  service make it am
pasy matter to reach individuals- in |
most parts of the county when speeial |
requests  are made. ' The county 1i-
hrarian always is eager to assist farm- |
ers’  dlubs, women's eclubs, debating |

' gluba and literary societles in getting

the help-they need for papers; debates |
and progrums of varions kinds- "Bhe

Calso assists rural teachers in making |

colleetions. hest soited to the n

! eeds. of |
The county plan, supported usoally
by o small tax; not to exceed 5 mills,
or by an appropriation from the gen-
cral county fund, is found to be less
expensive than maintaining lbravies in
every town. - It glves access to & much
larger c¢ollection. of ~books than the
small town libeary possibly can afford,
But most impertant of all, it -also |
reaches the folks  eutside the fowns |
and: villages, '’
~BEyen: under th

¢ countp-plan, towns

having “already established tax-smup- |
ported libraries® can continue: them §f
they wish, &nd if they do, they are not

taxed for the conmuty Iibrary. - -

hove aceess Lo the wholg |
ma};ﬂtlﬁn' a reagonable  time. | farm and. home demonstration agents, |
ce, raral mail delivery| the connty farm. bricean Neadguarters, |

The county librarlan comes -into
cloge - en-operation” with- the county

n o8



as well as whth other farn corganiza-|

tions, with boards of education and
the county superintendent of schools.
In this way her knowledge of the
literature best soited to the varlous
needs Is made available to tliem and
she in turn guins a broader knowledge
of the work Iln which rural commmni-
tles are most Interested and with
whilch they need the most help. - |

The smaller stations or township |
units of the county library, if housed
in  moderate, convenient buildings, |
often can serve as a community center |
Tor all township or community affairs,
and the branch Hbrarian coming in
such close toueh with the Individual
families ean be of especial belp and
service In the edneational activities of
Lthe center. '

A plan which seems to be working

out very successfully in states where

it has been trled, is that of fitting up
& wagon or truck with shelves of books
and carrying them to the parts of the

county farthest away from the

center.  The collection of books carried
is designed to meet the needs of all
members of the average family, Any

who accompanies the traveling library,
= permitted to choose its own books,
a dozen or two at s time. The arrival
of the book truck iz a-m looked-for
event in many country homes. other-
wise out of -reach of good hooks, -~ It
may be added that the librarian’s visit
often 18 as much appreciated as Ll
books zhe brings. 1 have no doubt
that mauy outlying farm families in
Nebraska would appreciate just such
service as this, In some townships, In
neighboring states, this book truek
makes the rounds of the townshi
daily, stopping at crossroads to meet
pafrons and at community centers gng
schools to- deliver the fresh supply  of
books which always is-eagerly nwaitod,

Communitles as vet nnable fo avail
themsclves of the county unit plan wil]

be cspeclally intercsted In the travel- .

Ing libraries seut out by the State LI

This Litile Girl ix Acting ns Temporary Librarian for the Traveling Libhrary |

Sent Dut by the State Comminslon te This Remote Rural l:'nmmunll:r.
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brary Commission to all parts of the tended to debating clubs or

B L

which will be sent to any interested

persens.. The geueral travellng Hbrar-
Jes, consisting of abont 46 or 50 vol-

wmees each, are lent for three months

with the privilege of extending the

thme, . Usually these traveling sets cons
tain adult fiction and children's' books
in about equal anmbers. But a group
conslsting of only adult books-or

children's books ean be arranged for
if so desired. - For unusually large
communities a largor. set ¢an be ob-
falned. To any gemeral traveling H-

-brary wmon-fictiod books along special
P lines ean be had if requested. The

commission has 450 traveling sets. of
this mature which were sent ont many
times durlng the vear.

Speeial Study Books Available

Groups. of books for speeinl gtudy
will b sent to respousible study clubs
who may desire them for special chiss
work.  The same privileges are ex-

liternry" i

According  to  Miss Williams, Socleties, Arranzements may be made
secretury of the coanmission, books are

sent out under seyer: _
family, with the help of the Hbrariag | upder several pians, detils of

for keeping such books for the club
season,.  Individuals may borrow books
up to the number of 12 or 15 with a
time limit depending upom the’ speclal
needs of the case. Usoally It ls a
moenth., To all loans there Is oo oex-
pense fo the borrower except the trans-
poriation charges. The conudssion has
ne printed lists of books but depends
on patrons to tell what they wish and
these wishes are complled with as far
as the commission's resonrecs permit.

The Nebraska Library Commission
wns created in 1001 aod already has
pccumulated  some 25,000 volumes.
Mosgt of these bodks are being sent out |
iu traveling setg of from 40 to=50 in |
a sef to communities, both rural and
clty, in alt parts of the stabék -

The common funds and the staff are
ggld to be wholly inadegquate to meet
the demands uwpon it, &ltho” In mest
ra=es it has been able to supply most
of the books requested from its own
collection, or frog books it has hor-
rowed from the University historical or
research library or some slmilax source. |

Ehnﬂ'ﬂlg.‘ n “Library Trnn:k" Which Makes Regular Troips Theo BHueal Commu- {
nities, Bringing a Targe Varlety of Good Books Dirvect 1o the Homes .
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This Little Girl [s Acting as Temporary Librarinn for the Travellng Library
Sent Dut by the Sinte Commisalon. to This Remete Rural Community




Showing n “Lilbrary Trocek”™ Which Makes Hegulne Teips Thro Hurnl Copymu=
nitles;, liringlng a arge Yariety of Good Books Divect 1o the Homes






