
 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, November 4-5, 2025 

Nebraska Innovation Campus Conference Center 

2021 Transformation Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 

Registration Fee:  Thanks to our sponsors, the Nebraska Library Commission is able to bring you 
this conference at an affordable price.  Sign up for the 2-day conference or join us for a single day.  

Both Days:    Early Bird Price -- $90    ($120 after October 1) 
Day One ONLY: Early Bird Price -- $60  ($80 after October 1) 
Day Two ONLY: Early Bird Price -- $40  ($50 after October 1) 

Registration closes Oct. 28 – Refunds available through Oct 17. 
 

How to Register (Read Carefully!):  The online registration link is https://ne.accessgov.com/nlc-
events/Forms/Page/nlc-events/event-registration?eventId=A79E302C07  When registering, you will 
need to WAIT 1-2 minutes for activities to load, be patient even if you get a “wait or exit” message.  
The activities offered more than once have an asterisk * before the title.  Note: To select an activity, 
click on the box that follows the description. This pre-selection allows us to schedule sessions in 
rooms based on capacity.  Seats are limited in some sessions.  When you get to the payment screen, 
you may need to “edit” the pre-populated name, address and zip code to match the credit card you 
are using otherwise the system will recognize it as an error. When your registration is complete, click 
on “register” then “confirm submission.” A message will appear that the form was submitted 
successfully.  Although you can download the submission, the registered person will receive a 
confirmation email that will list the activities/sessions selected.  An individualized list will also be 
provided at conference check-in.  The system accepts credit/debit cards and electronic checks.   
 

Hotel Accommodations:  A block of rooms at two hotels have been secured as follows: 
 

The Scarlet is next to the conference center at 2101 Transformation Drive.  Rooms in the Makerspace 
block are $112 per night plus taxes. Book by October 10. Overnight parking is extra, breakfast is 
available but not included. Free WiFi.  To reserve, use link or call 531-300-6300 (must cancel 2 days 
prior by 4 pm local time to avoid penalty):  https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1743179090539&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink   
 

Sleep Inn & Suites is three miles away at 2803 Folkways Boulevard.  Rooms in the “Makerspace 
Conference” block rooms are $75 per night plus taxes. Free parking, hot breakfast and WiFi.  Book by 
October 15.  Call 402-477-0645 and ask for Makerspace Conference Block, Group RZ22X3 or use 
link: https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/RZ22X3  The group cancellation policy is 3 
days prior to arrival before 4 pm local time to avoid first night room charge. 
 

More Information/Questions:  If you have questions or if you want to change your session 
registration selections, contact JoAnn McManus at (402) 471-4870 or joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov 
Can’t reach JoAnn? Contact Jennifer Jennifer.wrampe@nebraska.gov  The conference website is at: 
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/libraries/maker/index.2025.Conference.aspx   
 

Parking/Campus Map:  Those who park on Nebraska Innovation Campus are required to pay 
through the Passport Parking app.  Use the link to learn where you can and cannot park, how to use 
the app, and view a map of the buildings/parking on the campus: https://innovate.unl.edu/parking-nic  
 

Optional Tours:  Tours of the Nebraska Innovation Studio next door will be available both mornings 
and afternoons.  Those interested in a tour, must select one when registering. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fne.accessgov.com%2Fnlc-events%2FForms%2FPage%2Fnlc-events%2Fevent-registration%3FeventId%3DA79E302C07&data=05%7C02%7Cjoann.mcmanus%40nebraska.gov%7C66695e6e0acb42e90f1f08ddd9157ed7%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638905408850761447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aEx9Ew2Vqqk%2BHQFZMExHX%2Ff%2FIjWI6S4RufaixXQx9Qo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fne.accessgov.com%2Fnlc-events%2FForms%2FPage%2Fnlc-events%2Fevent-registration%3FeventId%3DA79E302C07&data=05%7C02%7Cjoann.mcmanus%40nebraska.gov%7C66695e6e0acb42e90f1f08ddd9157ed7%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C638905408850761447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aEx9Ew2Vqqk%2BHQFZMExHX%2Ff%2FIjWI6S4RufaixXQx9Qo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1743179090539&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
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DAY ONE SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 
 
* Important Note: Several of the concurrent sessions are offered more than once.  Those that are 
offered elsewhere are marked with an asterisk *.   Take care not to sign up for the same session twice 
or two sessions in the same concurrent time block. 
 
8:15 – 9:30 am Registration 
 

8:30 am – 7:30 pm   Vendor, Sponsor & Makerspace Booths Open 
 

8:45 – 9:15 am Optional Nebraska Innovation Studio Tour  
 

9:30 – 9:45 am Welcome and Remarks, Rod Wagner, Director, Nebraska Library Commission 
 

9:45 – 10:45 am General Session:  The Whiteclay Makerspace Story— The Whiteclay 
Makerspace was born out of a redemptive idea that Whiteclay could be known for 
something good.  Based on identified needs of artists and crafters from the Pine 
Ridge area, organizers set out to provide an entrepreneurial approach to working 
with these artisans.  The building housing the makerspace has gone from a beer 
store to a life giving and life sustaining space.  Jon Ruybalid, Holly Albers, and 
Evans Flammond, Sr. will share their journey and the goals of the makerspace.    

 

11:00 – 11:50 am Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions (see next page for continuation) 
 

A Increasing Visibility and Usage of Your Makerspace—Whether your makerspace is new or well-
established, you'll still encounter those who don’t know what a makerspace is. Create your own 
opportunities to increase visibility, spark curiosity, and increase makerspace usage. Learn how to 
promote awareness and generate community interest (programming, social media buzz, tours, etc.).  
Methods to facilitate and increase the equitable use of facilities will be discussed (policies, 
reservations, accessibility, etc.).  Presented by Chelsea Rider, Cedar Falls (Iowa) Public Library. 

B* Designing Your Own 3D Objects From Scratch—You were able to print a boat you found on the 
Internet on your 3D printer—but how do you create your “own” 3D models?  In this session, learn 
with us as we design our own simple objects in the free software FreeCAD, from start to finish!  If 
that's not your speed, the session will also include information about other tools and techniques 
available for aspiring 3D model makers. Presented by Emily Petska, North Platte Public Library. 

C Rebuilding the Social Fabric of a Maker Community—What happens when the 3D printers are 
humming, but the collaboration space is empty? This session explores the challenge of sustaining 
the social core of a makerspace.  Learn what changed, what was lost, and what is being done to 
bring people in. Whether starting a space or working to re-engage your community, join us for 
practical ideas, shared experiences, and strategies to refocus on the people side of making. 
Presented by Robert McCown, Makeshift Lincoln and Erica Rogers, Grand Island Public Library. 

D* From Curious to Confident: Practical AI for Makerspaces—If you’re not sure how Artificial 

Intelligence tools like ChatGPT fit into your projects, this session will help you get started. Walk 
through real cases like lesson planning, project brainstorming, signage creation, and 
troubleshooting. Leave with a toolkit, a tested prompt, and a simple process to apply AI in your 
everyday work without needing a tech background. Presented by Hunter Bergman, Hi-AI. 

E* Adding Sublimation to a Makerspace—The Sawgrass SG1000 dye sublimation printer allows you 
to print your own custom dye sublimation transfers.  Learn how easy it is to add a SG1000 to your 
classroom or makerspace and cover the cost of projects or assist with fundraisers using the printer.  
This making session will involve both the SG1000 and a heat press.  Presented by Marc 
Schouvieller, Heat Transfer Warehouse. 

F* Laser Projects with Universal Laser Systems—See various design techniques and best practices 
for laser engraving projects using a Universal Laser Systems machine.  CorelDRAW will be used for 
design purposes and the 3rd axis rotary fixture for glass and mug projects will also be 
demonstrated.  Take home a sample or two to show the potential of this type of system. Presented 
by Tim Watters and Todd Woolston, Mid-West 3D Solutions. 



 
11:00 – 11:50 am Continued 
 

G Easy Door Signs Making Session—Do you need a fun activity idea for any age group you can 
trust with a paintbrush?  Participants will make their own painted wood door sign using stencils 
and paints.  This fun activity allows users to be creative with a little help and a few accents to add 
flair to the sign.  Plus, your makerspace doesn’t need any special machines.  Supplies and aprons 
will be provided.  Presented by Megan Huenemann, Norris High School (Firth). 

 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch in Banquet Hall -- Luncheon Speaker (pending) 
 
1:15 – 2:00 pm General Session:  Makerspaces: The Cornerstone of Community and 

Economic Growth—Discover how makerspaces are more than just creative 
hubs—they are engines of economic development and STEM inspiration.  This 
session explores how makerspaces fuel problem-solving, close workforce gaps, 
and drive city revenue and wages. Gain actionable insights into securing funding, 
community support, and creating opportunities for innovation, collaboration, and 
growth. Presented by Erin Sharpe, iHub, Northeast Community College. 

 
2:15 – 3:00 pm Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions  
 

A Making Change Work:  Navigating Growth and Transition in Makerspaces—All makerspaces 
experience periods of transition. Whether you are moving, expanding, adding new technologies, or 
training a team of student workers, each change presents challenges. This session explores 
practical strategies for navigating transitions, using real-world examples from UNC’s Library 
MakerSpace. Topics include planning a move; managing growth in equipment, staff, and space; and 
establishing effective training methods.  Presented by Abigail Whitney, University of North Carolina. 

B Canva can…—Canva can help you turn from consumer to creator. Canva can: Create signs, fill in 
frames, provide easy-to-complete templates, design layouts, remove backgrounds on pictures, host 
a presentation, and become your new go-to ah-mazing free tool. Bring any device and leave with 
new designs. Presented by Crys Bauermeister, Pierce Jr. Sr. High School. 

C Using the Makerspace to Enhance Programming and Save Money—Learn how one library 
takes advantage of the makerspace to create items used in their adult programming.  Almost every 
machine has been used to enhance both in-person programs and the library’s take-home kits at a 
fraction of retail value (and seeing the items promote patron makerspace usage).  See and touch 
these low-cost creations. Presented by Laura Mischke and Connie Barnard, Bellevue Public Library.   

D* Enhancing Curriculum Using Off the Shelf IoT Components for Balanced Learning— Hands-
on learning helps cement the conceptual knowledge and skills learned in class.  WNCC’s Cougar 
Creation Station was developed for students to work on NASA, individual, ane team projects. The 
latest team project, Tyr the Mars Rover, is based on an open-source project that was modified and 
built by students. Tyr uses IoT components to work his magic—let’s take Tyr out for a spin! 
Presented by William Loring, Western Nebraska Community College. 

E 3D Print Like a Boss—Curious about 3D printing or looking to level up your skills? This informative 
and fun session will cover essential 3D printing tips, tricks, and troubleshooting techniques to help 
you avoid common pitfalls and get better results. Jessica will share her personal experience with 3D 
printers—revealing the ones she recommends and the ones she would never buy again.  Presented 
by Jessica Wilkinson, Crete Public Library. 

F* Laser Projects with Universal Laser Systems—See various design techniques and best practices 
for laser engraving projects using a Universal Laser Systems machine.  CorelDRAW will be used for 
design purposes and the 3rd axis rotary fixture for glass and mug projects will also be 
demonstrated.  Take home a sample or two to show the potential of this type of system. Presented 
by Tim Watters and Todd Woolston, Mid-West 3D Solutions. 

 
  



3:30 – 4:20 pm Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
 

A* From Pipe Cleaners to Power Makers - Transforming a Craft Room into a Thriving Tech-
Driven Makerspace—Learn how one library transformed a seldom-used craft room into a bustling 
hub of creativity and innovation by focusing on high-value, cost-effective equipment. Hear how 
moving from scheduled classes to flexible, come-or-go anytime projects, freed up staff time and 
quadrupled attendance. With data, lessons learned, and actionable recommendations, be inspired 
and equipped to breathe new life into underperforming creative spaces and turn passive patrons into 
Power Makers. Presented by Michael Kerth, Carnegie-Stout Public Library (Dubuque, IA). 

B Create Professional Signage and Displays on a Budget—If you have a makerspace, you may be 
able to produce high-quality signs, displays, and promotional materials in-house. This session 
explores budget-friendly ways to use equipment such as vinyl cutters, laser engravers, and design 
software to create professional-looking signs that supports your library’s needs and branding. 
Presented by Michael Richey, North Platte Public Library. 

C* How to Integrate FTC Robotics into Your Makerspace—First Tech Challenge Robotics is back in 
Nebraska. Learn how your makerspace can be used to work with teams in this fun and educational 
robotics program for 7th to 12th graders. Students can make custom parts using laser cutters, 3D 
printers and more! Presented by Rich Mansfield, Tomorrow Lab, Creighton Preparatory School and 
Pam Petersen, Metropolitan Community College Prototype Design Lab. 

D* From Curious to Confident: Practical AI for Makerspaces—If you’re not sure how Artificial 

Intelligence tools like ChatGPT fit into your projects, this session will help you get started. Walk 
through real cases like lesson planning, project brainstorming, signage creation, and 
troubleshooting. Leave with a toolkit, a tested prompt, and a simple process to apply AI in your 
everyday work without needing a tech background. Presented by Hunter Bergman, Hi-AI. 

E* Epilog Laser Cutting and Engraving Demonstration—The Epilog Fusion Edge 12 50-watt CO2 
laser w/rotary attachment will be demonstrated showing both its cutting and engraving abilities to 
include samples. Presented by Jeremy VanDeBerghe, Prism Sales / Epilog Laser 

F Board Game Design Workshop—Want to create your own board game?  In this board game 
workshop, you will be taught the basics of game design and get help to make a playable board or 
card game in a single session!  We supply all the materials and guidance needed to help bring your 
game idea to life and designers can keep the game pieces and materials after the workshop. This is 
a great family activity where everyone can work together or for individuals looking to bring their own 
idea to life.  Presented by Tim Ferry, Never Board Games. 

 
4:30 – 7:30 pm Evening Social Event (featuring Valentino’s Pizza & soft drinks) 
 Visit Makers, Vendors & Sponsors – Time to Connect 
 
4:30 – 5:00 pm     Optional Nebraska Innovation Studio Tour  
 

 
DAY TWO SCHEDULE 

 
Wednesday, November 5, 2021 
 
* Important Note: Several of the concurrent sessions are offered more than once.  Those that are 
offered elsewhere are marked with an asterisk *.   Take care not to sign up for the same session twice 
or two sessions in the same concurrent time block. 
 
 
8:00 – 9:00 am Registration (for those attending just Wednesday) 
 
8:15 am–3:00 pm Visit Vendor, Sponsor & Makerspace Tables 
 
8:20 – 8:50 am Optional Nebraska Innovation Studio Tour  
  



9:00 – 9:45 am Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
 

A* Designing Your Own 3D Objects From Scratch—You were able to print a boat you found on the 
Internet on your 3D printer—but how do you create your “own” 3D models?  In this session, learn 
with us as we design our own simple objects in the free software FreeCAD, from start to finish!  If 
that's not your speed, the session will also include information about other tools and techniques 
available for aspiring 3D model makers. Presented by Emily Petska, North Platte Public Library. 

B* From Pipe Cleaners to Power Makers - Transforming a Craft Room into a Thriving Tech-Driven 
Makerspace—Learn how one library transformed a craft room into a hub of creativity and innovation by 
focusing on high-value, cost-effective equipment. Hear how moving from classes to come-or-go anytime 
projects, freed up staff time and quadrupled usage. With data, lessons learned, and recommendations, 
be inspired and equipped to breathe new life into underperforming creative spaces and turn passive 
patrons into Power Makers. Presented by Michael Kerth, Carnegie-Stout Public Library (Dubuque, IA). 

C The Best Graphic File Types/Image File Formats to Use in Makerspaces—Frustrated with poor 
image quality in your creations? Learn about image file formats/types of graphic files, how they 
function, their advantages and weaknesses, which ones are best for use in the makerspace, and 
methods to convert from one format/type to another. Bottom line—makers will be able to achieve the 
best results and save time doing so. Presented by Andrew Sherman, Nebraska Library Commission. 

D Bridging the Gap: Measuring the Impact of Industry–Education Collaboration in 
Makerspaces—What happens when schools, communities, and industry team up inside a 
makerspace? This session explores how to design, measure, and communicate the outcomes of 
these partnerships. No matter what stage you are in, learn how to align goals, capture meaningful 
data, and demonstrate return on investment. Discussion includes: building partnerships, shared 
programming, talent pipelines, co-branded initiatives, and how makerspaces can be the proving 
ground for the future of work. Presented by Erin Sharpe, iHub, Northeast Community College. 

E* Low-cost Adult Programs: Making Upcycled T-Shirt Yarn and More— This interactive maker 
session will cover examples of inexpensive projects that can be adapted to suit any makerspace.   
Get details on how to acquire materials, room set-up, instruction sheets, and a how-to for each 
featured project.  You’ll be walked through Upcycled T-Shirt Yarn and have access to three self-
guided maker stations—Tyvek zipper pouches, no-sew T-shirt totes, and book folding.  Presented 
by Chelsea Rider, Cedar Falls (Iowa) Public Library. 

F* Epilog Laser Cutting and Engraving Demonstration—The Epilog Fusion Edge 12 50-watt CO2 
laser w/rotary attachment will be demonstrated showing both its cutting and engraving abilities to 
include samples. Presented by Jeremy VanDeBerghe, Prism Sales / Epilog Laser 

G Throwing Mud—A Ceramics Demo—Catch this “basics of throwing clay” demonstration that will 
cover some of the tools and techniques used to include the different styles of throwing.  Watch our 
artist make several objects (vases, plates, and bowls) in this demonstration while discussing and 
feeling the different types of clay. Presented by Lisa Tschauner, University of Nebraska Lincoln. 

H CNC Products with ShopBot Tools—Discover the possibilities of digital fabrication using ShopBot 
CNC machines. Learn what CNC routing can do for makerspaces of any size (even mobile labs), 
explore the CAD/CAM workflow, get insights into what to consider when purchasing a CNC system 
and see a ShopBot CNC in action. Walk away with a clear understanding of how CNC technology 
can expand your creative and practical projects. Presented by Brian McKenzie, ShopBot Tools. 

 

10:00 – 10:45 am Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions (see next page for continuation) 
 

A Exploring Design Thinking with Nebraska Public Media Maker Space Labs—Spark curiosity in 
young innovators by using Nebraska Public Media’s curricular series of maker space labs. Students 
(age 9 and up) design, build, and share ideas while learning video techniques as they progress 
through the labs.  From stop-motion to green screen, the labs focus on media content creation using 
problem solving and creativity. Experience the labs yourself with hands-on examples. Presented by 
Jessica Mitchell-McCollough & Matt Heusman, Nebraska Public Media. 

B Support Other Library Programs Using your Makerspace—How can the makerspace support 
the library in non-traditional ways?  Beyond a makerspaces’ traditional purpose, staff can use this 
resource to make buttons or other promotional items; make book displays; add flair to storytimes; or 
even help create a Zombie Escape Room. Library staff will share how they used the makerspace to 
support library programs and invite attendees to share how this resource has been valuable to them.  
Presented by Erica Rogers and Elle Supencheck, Grand Island Public Library. 



10:00 – 10:45 am Continued 
 

C Threading Community:  How to Build a Successful Sewing Makerspace (& AccuQuilt Go! 
Demonstration)—Discover how one library uses its sewing makerspace to inspire creativity, 
connect community members, and build lasting partnerships. This session provides practical 
insights, tools, and ideas to help you sew success into your makerspace along with a take home list 
of what you will need along with set-up tips, programming and event ideas and more.  Presented by 
Joy Kyhn, Ravenna Public Library and two of their patrons Kim Cronin & Bonnie Williams. 

D Tinkering Labs: Electric Motors Catalyst Kits—Learn how fun and easy it is to build with electric 
motor STEM kits from Tinkering Labs.  Anyone who wants to offer STEM programming for children 
(age 8-12) should check out these kits that help with problem solving skills and creativity.  Each 
participant will get the opportunity to use one of these simple kits to complete one of the activities 
from the supplied challenge cards. Presented by Molly Carbonneau, Geneva Public Library. 

E* Low-cost Adult Programs: Making Upcycled T-Shirt Yarn and More— This interactive maker 
session will cover examples of inexpensive projects that can be adapted to suit any makerspace.   
Get details on how to acquire materials, room set-up, instruction sheets, and a how-to for each 
featured project.  You’ll be walked through Upcycled T-Shirt Yarn and have access to three self-
guided maker stations—Tyvek zipper pouches, no-sew T-shirt totes, and book folding.  Presented 
by Chelsea Rider, Cedar Falls (Iowa) Public Library. 

F Makerspace 101: Building, Sustaining, and Growing a Community Makerspace—Makerspace 
101 offers a practical foundation for those looking to establish, maintain, or grow a makerspace. 
Explore the core elements of successful makerspaces, from the physical space and resources to 
operational procedures and programming. Our presenters will share insights and lessons learned for 
accessible, sustainable, and impactful makerspaces.  Presented by Grant Goldstein and Pam 
Petersen, Metropolitan Community College Prototype Design Lab. 

G Screen Printing with Cricut Demonstration—Library staff has refined a technique for screen 
printing that can be adapted for use in a typical library makerspace. This demonstration will use a 
Cricut Maker to create the stencils typically made through a messy and time-consuming 
photosensitive method. Participants will be guided through this process step-by-step in an informal 
presentation that encourages questions.  You’ll even be provided a screen-printed take-home 
example.  Presented by Laura Mischke and Connie Barnard, Bellevue Public Library. 

 
11:00 – 11:45 am Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions (see next page for continuation) 

 

A Sustainable Marketing and Fundraising Strategies for Makerspaces—How do you keep the 
lights on—and the sparks flying—without turning away those who need your makerspace most? 
This session explores practical strategies for funding and marketing your makerspace—grant 
writing, partnerships, fundraising, and how to pitch your space as a economic and educational 
asset. Leave with ideas for low-to-no-cost youth access models, tools to build reciprocal 
sponsorships, and outreach tips to ensure your makerspace is not only sustainable but thriving. 
Presented by Erin Sharpe, iHub, Northeast Community College.  

B* Enhancing Curriculum Using Off the Shelf IoT Components for Balanced Learning— Hands-
on learning helps cement the conceptual knowledge and skills learned in class.  WNCC’s Cougar 
Creation Station was developed for students to work on NASA, individual, ane team projects. The 
latest team project, Tyr the Mars Rover, is based on an open-source project that was modified and 
built by students. Tyr uses IoT components to work his magic—let’s take Tyr out for a spin! 
Presented by William Loring, Western Nebraska Community College. 

C* No-Tech, Low-Cost Maker Activities— Learn how to create low-cost, no-tech maker activities for 
students and patrons—some take-and-make kits and others for onsite completion. The 40 plus 
ideas fit a variety of age and skill levels, are budget-friendly and include craft supplies or upcycled 
materials—plus they pair well with books, storytime or other events. View the activity kits and make 
an upcycled cd ornament. Presented by Courtney Pentland, University of Nebraska Omaha. 

D Makers to Moguls— In this session, attendees will learn about the necessary support systems to 
have in place to support budding entrepreneurs who begin their journey at a makerspace. 
Information about building a startup ecosystem specifically for makers will be shared and discussed. 
Presented by Lisa Tschauner, Center for Entrepreneurship, University of Nebraska Lincoln. 



11:00 – 11:45 am Continued 
 

E Reviving Tradition, Inspiring Innovation: Makerspaces for Community Empowerment—
Learn how makerspaces were created in both Walthill and Santee and the trials and tribulations 
that had to be overcome to make them work for these communities.  Hear about the differences in 
the types of workshops that are hosted, and how organizers are able to empower their 
communities with new technology while maintaining the community’s cultural ways and working to 
keep traditions alive.  Presented by Angelina Magerl & Miranda Roberts, Center for Rural Affairs. 

F* Adding Sublimation to a Makerspace—The Sawgrass SG1000 dye sublimation printer allows 
you to print your own custom dye sublimation transfers.  Learn how easy it is to add a SG1000 to 
your classroom or makerspace and cover the cost of projects or assist with fundraisers using the 
printer.  This making session will involve both the SG1000 and a heat press.  Presented by Marc 
Schouvieller, Heat Transfer Warehouse. 

 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch in Banquet Hall -- Luncheon Speaker (pending) 
 
 
1:15 – 2:00 pm Choice of Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
 

A Programming at Your Makerspace—What type of programming is associated with makerspaces? 
Programming can introduce new users to equipment, expose users to other equipment, and provide 
an opportunity to gain experience and connect with others. Panelists will review successful 
programs and others that did not work as well. How does programming affect makerspace use over 
time and how does is impact those we serve. Presented by Joy Kyhn, Ravenna Public Library, 
Rachel Buckwalter, Sump Memorial Library (Papillion), and David Buffington, Creighton University. 

B From Passion to Profit—Get information on how artisans and hobbyists often try to turn their 
passion and skills into a profit-bearing business. How might we help makers know when this is the 
right move and when they should reconsider? Several artists who have attempted to do this—some 
successful and some who changed course—will join Lisa in a panel discussion.  Presented by Lisa 
Tschauner, UNL’s Center for Entrepreneurship, and panel of artisan-entreprenuers. 

C* No-Tech, Low-Cost Maker Activities— Learn how to create low-cost, no-tech maker activities for 
students and patrons—some take-and-make kits and others for onsite completion. The 40 plus 
ideas fit a variety of age and skill levels, are budget-friendly and include craft supplies or upcycled 
materials—plus they pair well with books, storytime or other events. View the activity kits and make 
an upcycled cd ornament. Presented by Courtney Pentland, University of Nebraska Omaha. 

D The Role of Students in Academic Makerspaces—Academic makerspaces require full-time staff 
but many also rely on student workers. Some institutions work to develop student-led makerspaces 
to expand offerings and provide students with skills beyond those gained in “making.” The 
discussion includes best training practices and how to empower students through experiential 
learning, internships, and other opportunities.  Panelists (that includes a student’s perspective) will 
open the discussion to attendees. Presented by Katy Anielak, Creighton University, Jeff Sheldon, 
Kansas State University and Abi Whitney, University of North Carolina. 

E* Board Game Design Workshop—Want to create your own board game?  In this board game 
workshop, you will be taught the basics of game design and get help to make a playable board or 
card game in a single session!  We supply all the materials and guidance needed to help bring your 
game idea to life and designers can keep the game pieces and materials after the workshop. This is 
a great family activity where everyone can work together or for individuals looking to bring their own 
idea to life.  Presented by Tim Ferry, Never Board Games. 

F* How to Integrate FTC Robotics into Your Makerspace—First Tech Challenge Robotics is back in 
Nebraska. Learn how your makerspace can be used to work with teams in this fun and educational 
robotics program for 7th to 12th graders. Students can make custom parts using laser cutters, 3D 
printers and more! Presented by Rich Mansfield, Tomorrow Lab, Creighton Preparatory School and 
Pam Petersen, Metropolitan Community College Prototype Design Lab. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
2:15 – 3:00 pm General Session:  Ask the Experts Wrap Up Panel—Throughout the two-day 

conference, attendees will be able to drop their questions into the "Ask the 
Experts" boxes. You may direct your question to a particular person or to our 
panel.  Panelists include:  Rich Jenkins, Creighton University, Reinert-Alumni Library; 

Sara Aden, North Platte Public Library; JoAnn McManus, Nebraska Library Commission 
and Brian Maass, University of Nebraska Medical Center, McGoogan Health Sciences 
Library.  

 

3:00 p.m. Adjournment 
 
3:15 – 3:45 pm Optional Nebraska Innovation Studio Tour  
 
 
 
The Nebraska Library Commission appreciates the assistance we have received from our Platinum, 
Gold, and Silver Sponsors as follows: 
 

 


