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Objectives: 
 
1. Students will read literature in a group. 
 
2. Students will discuss related themes. 
 
3. Students will research thematically connected articles, literary criticism articles, and author 

information articles using an online database. 
 
4. Students will evaluate researched articles and read articles for traits of strong nonfiction reading. 
 
5. Students will produce a power point presentation to share information. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
 
1. AASL Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and 

competently (American Association of School Librarians, 1998, p. 2). 
 
2. AASL Standard 3: The student who is information literate uses information accurately and 

creatively (American Association of School Librarians, 1998, p. 3). 
 
3. LPS 12.1.2:  By the end of the 12th grade, students will identify, access, and evaluate resources 

to find appropriate information (Lincoln Public Schools English Language Arts, 2002, p. 12.1.2--2). 
 
4. LPS 12.1.6:  By the end of the 12th grade, students will identify and analyze the structure, 

elements, stylistic devices, and meaning/purpose of nonfiction or informational material and 
provide evidence from the text to support their understanding (Lincoln Public Schools English 
Language Arts, 2002, p. 12.1.6--1). 

 
Materials/Teacher Preparation: 
 
1. Internet access, one computer for each student. 
2. Teacher determination of who has and has not passed state standards assessments in research 

and nonfiction. 
3. Student Handout explaining the assignment, one for each student. 
4. Evaluation CRT forms and CRT forms for nonfiction (LPS provides these forms – other districts 

may have to create them). 
5. MLA guide or access to NoodleTools. 
6. Rubric copies for students (group and individual). 
7. PowerPoint software. 
8. Pencil and paper. 
 
Support Material: 
 
1. Source evaluation lesson(s). 



2. Instruction in PowerPoint. 
3. If not in LPS, forms to complete analysis of nonfiction and an evaluation of sources form. 
 
 
Procedures/Activities:   
 
LPS meets NCLB standards in English through CRTs (criterion reference tests). If students don’t 
pass as 10th graders, upper level elective English teachers are required to do follow up CRTs – of 
course only certain students in each class will need to pass the CRTs. Students new to the district 
must also be tested to meet NCLB standards of 95% tested and to meet AYP. Therefore, two groups 
of upper class students will be targeted. Specifically, students who have passed standards in 
nonfiction and research will be led to higher order assignments advancing their skills, and students 
who have not passed CRTs in nonfiction and research will complete CRT forms hopefully passing the 
standards on this 2nd or 3rd attempt. The assessments in this project relate specifically to LPS; 
however the skills relate to nonfiction reading and source evaluation that many different 
schools/districts could use. The CRT forms are protected by copyright standards so the forms are not 
included here; however other forms for students to fill out could be created. The basic information on 
the nonfiction form is who, what, where, when, why, main idea, fact vs. opinion, and supporting 
details. The basic information on the evaluation form is authority, content, and currency. 
 
1. Teachers should judge levels of student knowledge in nonfiction and research areas i.e. a 

General English course will have more students who haven’t passed the CRTs and may need 
more introduction and review of research and nonfiction concepts whereas an AP course may 
have very few students needing review before beginning a project and the teacher could likely do 
a pull-out of a handful of students for reviewing concepts. 
 

2. Create groups with differentiated members meaning groups should have at least one member 
who has not passed the CRT(s), a member who has passed but struggles some, and a member 
who is more advanced in these areas. Later in the presentation, students will be referred to as 
passers and non-passers – students do not need to know this information.  
 

3. The group will have parts of the project to work on together and parts to work on individually. To 
begin the assignment and relate nonfiction and research to the fiction focused on in the elective 
course, students will be assigned or will choose an author.  
 

4. They will use Books in Print through Nebraska Access to find 5 titles by the author with reviews 
to share with students in their group. To do this, they will need to use the Books in Print 
professional version. For example, students can do a “British Author” subject search. They 
should each do a brief write up of 5 they find interesting.  
 

5. Then groups will get together and choose a piece to read. They can find the piece in a library, a 
textbook or in full text free sites online like Bartleby.com. When they have selected a piece and 
earned teacher approval, then students read, take notes, and write 5 questions for a Socratic 
Seminar on the piece.  
 

6. The questions should concern big ideas, subjects, and themes in the book. After a reasonable 
time to read, students will meet and have a student-led Socratic Seminar the text completing a 
reflection form (see attached below). At the end of the seminar, the groups should develop a list 
of themes, subjects, and motifs for what they read. Students will now be prepared to do 
individual work.  
 

http://bartleby.com


7. They will be assigned work based on their differentiation related to meeting or not meeting the 
standards.  
 

8. Various elective courses can make author/text assignments specific to their course needs. 
 

9. Students in a group who have not passed the CRT will complete the online database portion of 
this project and meet the research standards by finding three theme or subject-related articles 
and evaluating each one with the CRT form. If they do good work, they will pass the evaluation 
of sources CRT.  
 

10. They will then choose the best article they found to complete the non-fiction form and will pass 
the nonfiction portion of the CRTs by completing that form well. Students don’t have to know that 
they are “non-passers;” they are just completing part of a group project. 
 

11. This portion of the project is where teacher can further differentiate students. Using Wilson Web, 
students who need the most challenge will be required to find articles on the piece they read in 
groups that covers criticism of it and are from peer reviewed journals. Students a little less 
advanced, will research the author and should be able to connect the information about the 
author to the text. All “types” of students in the group will do the same amount of work but the 
level of the reading and the level of the research should challenge students differently. All groups 
will still be completing evaluation forms and a non-fiction form. 
 

12. After individual work searching for, reading, and analyzing articles groups will meet again to 
share what they learned with each other and put together a group project. 
 

13. Together the group will gather all sources and create an annotated bibliography following MLA 
guidelines. The annotations should briefly summarize the articles and explain their significance. 
Groups can split up this work and meet to type it together or can work on it together. For 
citations, students can use an MLA style guide or assistive technology like NoodleTools. If a 
student needs to pass the MLA research assessment, he or she should use a style guide or 
complete the LPS district assessment form—NoodleTools is not acceptable for the MLA 
assessment.  
 

14. Groups then create a PowerPoint to present to the class. The PowerPoint should show what the 
group learned and experienced – almost as a reflection tool. 

 
Student Product Summary:  
 
The group portfolio includes a cover (author, theme, and literary element), copy of the lit piece read, 
five Socratic Seminar questions from each group member, Socratic Seminar reflection handouts from 
each group member, annotated bibliography, and article printouts with CRT analysis forms. 
 
The PowerPoint should include 5-10 slides covering the literature, author, and theme. The overall 
goal of the PowerPoint should be to answer the question: What did we learn? 
 
CRT grading is district guided and rubrics or grading sheets should be used for individual work and 
group work. 
 
Assessment/Questions 
 
The group portfolio includes a cover (author, theme, and literary element), copy of the lit piece read, 
five Socratic Seminar questions from each group member, Socratic Seminar reflection handouts from 



each group member, annotated bibliography, and article printouts with CRT analysis forms. See 
rubric for the group and individual projects below. 
 
The PowerPoint should include 5-10 slides covering the literature, author, and theme. The overall 
goal of the PowerPoint should be to answer the question: What did we learn? 
 
CRT grading is district guided and rubrics or grading sheets should be used for individual work and 
group work. 



Socratic Seminar Reflection 
 
Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Group Members: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Text Used for Discussion: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Main Text Points: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
Advice: (Write a piece of advice the author would give to another person and what the advice would be about—i.e. 
Chaucer would tell the duke trying to marry Violet in Shakespeare in Love that he should care more about love, religion, 
and faithfulness and less about money because Chaucer believes….) 
 
 
 
 
 
Reaction: (Identify what someone said and then react to his/her statement.) 

Someone in the seminar said, “ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment: (evaluate your own participation)  High………………….Low 
Took a position on a question. 5 4 3 2 1 
Using evidence to support a position or presenting factual 
information. 

5 4 3 2 1 

Drawing another person into the discussion. 5 4 3 2 1 
Asking a clarifying question or moving the discussion along. 5 4 3 2 1 
Highlighting and marking the text for discussion. 5 4 3 2 1 
 
Identify a personal goal for your next seminar participation: 
 
 
 
Socratic Connection: (Choose one of the following and explain a connection.) 
TV Show, Song, Movie, Quote, News Article, Commercial, Magazine Article, Picture/Portrait, Person You Know, 
Observation, Your Choice, Experience You Had 
 
 



Research and Nonfiction Project 
PowerPoint and Portfolio 

 
Directions: To improve skills in research and nonfiction, you will complete a 
research project with a group on an author of your choosing. You will read a 
fiction piece first and then complete research that relates to the literature.  

 
Steps: 

• Meet with an assigned group of four to six students. 
• Go to Books in Print (directions will be given in class) to find a course-related author 

and literature you might be interested in reading. 
• Using the textbook, libraries, or the Internet find a copy of the literature. 
• Read your chosen piece and write five questions for a Socratic Seminar (follow class 

guidelines for questions). 
• Participate in a Socratic Seminar with your group and complete a Socratic Seminar 

reflection handout. 
• Determine with your group what themes related to your literature should be researched. 
• Get research assignments from the instructor (some students will do thematic research, 

some will do author research, and others will do literary criticism research). 
• Use the WilsonWeb database to find 3 articles on your assigned aspect of the literature 

you read. 
• Read and evaluate the articles your find through research using provided evaluation 

forms. 
• Choose the best article and complete the non-fiction analysis form. 
• Meet together and discuss your findings. 
• As a group create a portfolio of your written work and a PowerPoint to show the class 

what you learned. Follow the grading rubric guidelines as you create your products. 
 
Schedule: 
 
12/21   Groups select literature to read 
1/3    Socratic Seminar Prep 
1/4     Socratic Seminar 
1/5-1/7   Individual Research and Collection of Materials 
1/10-1/12 Put together portfolios and PowerPoint assignments 
1/14 Finals  Present PowerPoint and complete reflection final 
 
 
 



Follow-Up CRT Grading Rubric 
Group Project 

 
Project Section Excellent Average Needs Improvement Total 

Portfolio 
15 pts 

Cover focuses the 
project, well 
organized, neat and 
professional, little to 
no errors in grammar 
and mechanics, 
proofread 

Cover has all parts, 
organized, 
segments could be 
neater, some 
problems in 
grammar and 
mechanics 

Cover missing or 
lacking in major 
parts, disorganized 
and generally messy 
appearance, needs to 
be proofread 

 

Annotated 
Bibliography 

35 pts 

All articles are 
documented 
correctly in MLA 
style, annotations 
clearly show 
importance of article, 
annotations 
concisely summarize 
the article 

All articles 
documented but 
some MLA 
problems, 
annotations 
summarize the 
articles 

MLA problems or 
missing 
documentations, 
annotations are 
lacking in information 

 

PowerPoint 
Content 

30 pts 

No copy/pasted text, 
parenthetical 
citations used for 
researched 
information, learning 
is clear, author, text, 
and analysis 
presented clearly, 
content chosen is 
significant 

Some information 
is unclear, 
parenthetical 
citations are 
present but not all 
correct, what the 
group learned is 
presented 

Missing information, 
incomplete 
assignment, missing 
parenthetical citations 

 

PowerPoint 
Slides 
10 pts 

5-10 slides, images 
enhance the 
presentation, no 
extraneous sounds, 
professional look 

5-10 slides, images 
are appropriate, 
sounds are 
appropriate 

Too many or too few 
slides, distracting 
images and/or 
sounds 

 

Teamwork 
10 pts 

Group motivates 
each other, group 
works on project 
during class time 

Group usually 
works together 

Group separated or 
did not work to help 
each other 

 

 
Comments: 

Total ______ 



Follow-Up CRT Grading Rubric 
Individual Project 

 
Project Section Excellent Average Needs Improvement Total 

Socratic 
Seminar 

Questions 
15 pts 

At least 5 open-
ended questions 
related to theme, 
society and “big 
issues” from the 
piece 

At least 5 open-
ended questions 
mostly connected 
to theme, society, 
and “big issues” 
from the piece 

Not enough 
questions or 
questions that will not 
foster discussion on 
the big ideas 

 

Socratic 
Seminar 

Reflection 
35 pts 

Complete and 
detailed with 
connection to the 
text and the 
discussion 

Complete Incomplete  

Articles 
30 pts 

Articles are found 
using the Wilson 
Web database, 
articles are 
appropriate, 
significant, and high 
quality 

Articles are found 
using the Wilson 
Web database, 
articles are 
appropriate 

Articles are not found 
with the Wilson Web 
database, articles 
may be off topic, too 
complex or too 
simplistic 

 

Evaluation 
Forms 
10 pts 

All parts of the form 
completed with 
specific references to 
the text for each 
article 

Forms are 
complete 

Forms are incomplete  

Nonfiction 
Form 
10 pts 

The best, most 
significant article is 
chosen, form is 
complete and 
detailed  

Form is complete Form is incomplete  

 
Comments: 

Total ______ 
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