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Contact Us Today!

Unabridged – Digital Audiobooks for the Blind OverDrive enables state 
libraries for the blind to offer best-selling and new release audiobooks through 
the digital download service Unabridged. The multi-state initiative gives 
visually impaired individuals easy access to popular, professionally-narrated 
audiobooks via a screen reader-compatible download website and the 
accessible OverDrive® Media Console™ player. www.unabridged.info

Educational Textbooks for the Visually Impaired OverDrive is the exclusive 
provider of digital content protection, management, and storage for the 
National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC). Established in 2004, 
NIMAC serves as a repository for electronic files from educational publishers. 
These files can be used by school systems to produce materials for individuals 
with print disabilities. More than 21,000 core curriculm titles from nearly  
100 publishers are protected and stored, waiting to be turned into accessible 
Braille, audio, or large-print versions of the text. www.NIMAC.us

Supporting the EPUB Standard 
For visually impaired users, the EPUB standard for eBooks and digital 
publications contains support for accessibility features. The EPUB format is 
compatible with the Digital Accessibility Information System (DAISY) DTBook 
standard. OverDrive, along with other major technology and publishing 
companies, fully supports this format. www.idpf.org

Visit http://overdrive.com/products/dlr/accessibility.asp 
for a complete accessibility guide.

LEAP
 Library eBook Accessibility Program

A librarian’s guide to digital book accessibility



What is OverDrive LEAP?
OverDrive LEAP, Library eBook Accessibility Program, provides print-disabled patrons with access to print 
materials in digital formats. Qualified patrons can download up to 20 accessible eBooks every month for a full 
year--at no cost to libraries and at no cost to patrons.

Who is involved?
LEAP is the result of a partnership between OverDrive and Bookshare 
(www.bookshare.org), a non-profit agency that provides timely eBook 
access to individuals with print disabilities. As part of OverDrive’s ongoing 
commitment to accessibility, OverDrive will fully fund a one-year  
membership to Bookshare for qualifying patrons. This free membership  
will provide accessible eBooks to library patrons with print disabilities at  
US public libraries with an OverDrive-powered eBook collection. 

What books are available?
Bookshare hosts more than 70,000 popular digital books, textbooks, newspapers, and magazines.  
The Bookshare catalog is growing each month, accumulating thousands of new titles. While Bookshare’s 
collection is not identical to the eBook collection that OverDrive supplies to your library, print-disabled patrons 
will have full access to Bookshare’s extensive catalog of titles in a variety of subjects.

  

            

Libraries with an OverDrive-powered eBook collection can simply contact us and ask to add LEAP.  
We’ll update your OverDrive-hosted website with a link and accessible webpage where patrons can 
register. Once the LEAP information is posted, your patron can sign up in six easy steps:

How does LEAP work?

Read: OutLoud (Free desktop software) Victor Reader (Free desktop software)

User will navigate to the below landing page from the library’s website. 
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User will navigate to this landing page from 
the library’s ‘Virtual Branch’ website and 
select the ‘sign up today’ link.

User selects ‘over 18 years of age’ registration.

User submits registration details... ... and agrees to terms of membership.

User receives confirmation of registration
& ‘Thank You’ page.

Auto-email sent to member after completing 
online registration. Now the user can begin using 
eBooks from Bookshare & LEAP!

What formats are available?
Digital books from Bookshare are available in accessible formats such as DAISY and can be used with a  
variety of accessible devices. In addition, a variety of free desktop software is compatible with eBooks from 
Bookshare, including Read: OutLoud and Victor Reader (samples below).

LEAP
•  Accessible eBooks for qualifying  

printed-disabled patrons

•  DAISY and other formats compatible  
with a variety of devices & software

• No cost for libraries or patron!

Library eBook Accessibilty Program (LEAP)

Sample titles available  
from Bookshare at LEAP


