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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

Have you heard about 
#BookTok yet?  For those of 
you who haven’t heard about 
it, #BookTalk is a term used to 
define the discussions about 
books, authors, and reading 
on the social media video 
platform of TikTok.  Some call 
it a community, some call it a 

brazen marketing agenda, others just don’t care. 
That’s the brief into, let’s take a closer look into this. 

During the COVID shutdowns, many folks 

rediscovered reading as a pastime and a passion.  Also 
blooming was the use of TikTok.  With both books and 
social video growing – of course there was going to be 
a convergence of them.  The tag #BookTok started to 
be the accepted thing to use to mark your videos as 
part of this trend, much like how the term 
“podcasting” was termed during the rise of the iPod.  
Yes – book videos existed before hand, but in TikTok it 
really took off. 

So what’s in these videos?  These short videos, usually 
under 1 minute long, are used for a quick review of a 
book, presenting a themed book list, authors 
answering questions from readers, talking about the 
impact a book on someone’s life – just about any 
facet of discussion you could have around books, just 
in very short bites. 

The impact of this has been seen to be real.  For 
publishers, they’ve seen #BookTok has impacted sales 
in a positive way.  For libraries, they’ve seen 
circulations go up on books spotlighted by influential 
BookTokers, as well as overall library engagement.  

Some libraries are actively using BookTok trends in 
their collection development and marketing 
strategies, especially to reach Gen Z. 

Sound pretty good right?  Well, let’s look at the 
negatives.  First – this is a social media trend.  It won’t 
last forever. Just like how social media products are 
hot for a while, then users move to the next big thing 
– TikTok will also see that happen sometime.  Also – 
the whole #BookTok trend could dry up before that or 
get taken over by bots or trolls. 

There’s also some real concern about user privacy.  
We do everything we can to protect a patron’s privacy 

in our own systems, but then we promote an app that 
gathers up use data to sell to marketers? And no – 
this isn’t just because of TikTok’s Chinese ownership, 
this concern is for pretty much all of the social media 
apps. That said – TikTok is officially banned from state 
owned equipment in Nebraska and more discussion is 
happening on a federal level. Something to keep in 
mind. 

I don’t have room for a more nuanced discussion, so I 
encourage you to look up more information and go 
through your own process to decide if you want to 
look into this for use in your own library or not. And 
like I said about previous social media usage – don’t 
put all your eggs in this one basket and have an exit 
strategy for when it is time to move on. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
February 20, Presidents’ Day (SELS Office Closed) 

February 23, CASTL, Tecumseh Public Library, “The 

Golden Sower Award Process” with Dr. Sara Churchhill 

February 24, Golden Sower Awards Ceremony 

February 24, Small Talk from Big Libraries 

February 26, National Tell a Fairy Tale Day 

March,  National Women’s History Month 

  National Quilting Month 

  Youth Art Month 

March 2, National Read Across America Day 

March 3 NLA Advocacy Day 

March 7, Tech Kits and Job Skills with Amanda Sweet, Beatrice Public Library, 10:00-3:15 

May 12, SELS Training Extravaganza, Seward Memorial Library, 10:00-3:15 

Photos of the Month 

February 9th at Fairbury Public Library was “Lint Art” class taught by a local library user. 
Photos by Debbie Aden. More on p. 4. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBn1tU9aDczWmGzNrSE-8y76VBjUFvJz9i6nrZSyKgcRvUsg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBn1tU9aDczWmGzNrSE-8y76VBjUFvJz9i6nrZSyKgcRvUsg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFzNwligJKQICoi4W01jinyoYB-_jUdEXFEV14zP7JUk03hg/viewform
https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/bigtalk/2023/01/10/2023-schedule-now-available/
https://nebraskalibraries.org/meetinginfo.php?id=58&ts=1675099959
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2023/01/26/tech-kits-and-job-skills-workshop-on-march-7/
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 

February  23 
Tecumseh Public Library 

“The Golden Sower  
Award Process” 

 
March  24 

Superior Public Library 

“Weeding” 
 

April 21 
Ashland Public Library 

“Creating Scavenger Hunts 
and Passive Activities      

with Canva” 
 

May  18 
Davenport Public Library 

“Friends and Foundations” 
 

June 23 
Zoom only 

“Open Meetings Act        
Refresher” 

 
July 28 

Bruun Memorial Library 
Humboldt 

“Summer Reading           
Successes” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates of Class 

March 7—March 18 

March 21—April 1 

April 1—April 30 

Topic 

Library Governance 

Library Technology 

Introduction to Cataloging/

Organization of Materials 

Registration 

January 31—February 28 

February 14—March 11  

February 21—March 18 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Jan Thomsen hosted us at our latest CASTL on January 20 at Alice M. Farr Memorial Li-
brary in Aurora.  We had four guest presenters from the University of Nebraska—
Lincoln. 

Liz Lorang, Associate Dean of UNL Libraries, gave us an update on access for Nebraska 
residents. There is no longer a fee for Nebraska residents to get a UNL library card. This 
is also a great time to see the newly remodeled East Campus Library. Known as the 
Dinsdale Family Learning Commons, the library also houses the Engler Entrepreneurship 
program, designed to foster startups in cutting edge agricultural business. 

Katrina Jagodinsky, Associate Professor of History at UNL, spoke to us about a project to 
index legal records in Nebraska. Most of these are currently housed at county court-
houses where they are often deteriorating. There is no current index by which people 
may find these records, and she asked us if we could imagine collaborations that would 
help get these records indexed. 

Carrie Gottschalk (NU Extension Zone Coordinator-Zone 7) and Jentry Barrett (NU Exten-
sion Campus Engagement Zone Coordinator) next spoke on behalf of Nebraska Exten-
sion.  Nebraska Extension is a part of the university. They explained that Nebraska Ex-
tension touches all 93 counties with 4H, Summer Reading Programs, After School Pro-
grams and more. NU Extensions also provides subject specialists who have expertise in 
water and cropping systems, food, nutrition and health, livestock systems, agricultural 
profitability, and horticulture, landscape, and environmental systems. 

Early Childhood educators are the ones providing this year's 4H STEM Reading Connec-
tions Programs. They also produce early childhood guides to help parents address diffi-
cult topics. 

To connect with Nebraska educators and specialists, click on the appropriate spot on 
this map for those responsible for your area: https://epd.unl.edu 

Carrie keeps her to ear to the ground in the communities in her position as engagement 
zone coordinator in order to bring needs of Nebraska communities to Jenny (campus 
engagement coordinator), who in turn does much the same on campus so that when an 
engagement zone coordinator comes to her with an idea or need, she has an knows 
who to approach on campus. The entire recording is here. 

Upcoming Basic Skills Classes 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
https://epd.unl.edu
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yi5u3t88td0ieuk/Recording.mp4?dl=0
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News Around the System 

Ashland Public Library Creates Stitching Addicts 

Lots of crafting has been taking place at the Ashland Public Library. We had a great turn out of 2nd-

7th graders for no sew heart pillows. We have also created stitching addicts. In after school clubs, 

both middle and elementary, Caitlin taught them how to stitch with yarn and plastic stitching can-

vas. They are working on their projects outside of club and it makes the library and clubs so quiet. 

In the first picture the elementary kids are doing no sew hearts and in the other picture are our mid-

dle schoolers stitching. 

Story and pctures by Tanya McVay 

Continued from p. 2: “Lint Art” in Fairbury 

The "lint" is actually combed out yarn so it was available in lots of colors. The lint is then glued to 

the cardboard insert of a picture frame. Once the picture is finished, it was popped back behind the 

glass for an instant picture. It was a small group, but 

they seemed to enjoy themselves and make some really 

nice pictures!  
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By Becky Carlstrom 

Two Months of Caring  

The Polk Public Library 

hosted  a “Two months of 

caring is sharing” event in 

the months of December 

and January. We collected 

138 pairs of socks, 148 

pairs of underwear and 

one pair of gloves. We do-

nated them to the Living 

Water Mission in York. 

News Around the System 
Celebrating National Lego Day in Crete 

January 28th was National Lego Day and Crete Public Library decided to host a Lego Party to cele-

brate. The party consisted of a Lego scavenger hunt, building challenges, games, and a craft. Fami-

lies could record their festivities by stopping in front of our photo station. Children completed one 

of the six available building challenges, then put their creations on display for future library visi-

tors to admire. 

When asked how 

many participants I 

was expecting, I would 

answer that if 20 peo-

ple showed up it 

would make the event 

a success. The library 

was pleasantly sur-

prised with a turnout 

of over 90 attendants. 

A few families stayed 

from beginning to end 

and everyone left with 

big smiles on their                

Faces! 

By Mari Vasquez 
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We would like to share our displays in the Southeast Signal. I feel Tami Logsdon has done a well 

thought out bulletin board in honor of Black History Month. We have also displayed a variety of 

African American Literature to share in the celebration of unity, respect and equality.  

First photo by Donna Kruse, stories other than by library visitor by Stephanie Foust, remaining photos by 

by Stephine Schrodetzki  

“Remembering Why I Became a Librarian” and Other Items  

First off, is a heartwarming story from a patron 

we had at Morton-James Public Library in Ne-

braska City. We like to call this "Remembering 

why I became a Librarian."  

This is what he posted about his visit with us: 

“My hometown library sits at the corner of 

10th Street and 1st Corso in Nebraska City, but 

it also resides prominently in my memories of 

childhood. It is where I first met Tom Sawyer, 

Robin Hood, The Boxcar Children, Henry Hug-

gins, and later Carl Sandburg, John Steinbeck, 

George Orwell, and where I would ultimately 

fall in love with reading. 

On almost all of my visits to the library I would 

(Continued on page 7) 

News Around the System 
Hebron Secrest Library Black History Month Display 

By Kelly Spellman 
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News Around the System 

spend some time admiring two wooden sailing ships situated high on a shelf, safely beyond my 

reach. Their sails were permanently billowing. These ships captured my imagination. To my ten-year

-old mind there was something magical about them, almost mystical. I imagined launching them in 

a stream with with me in charge of a crew of small sailors. It has been 68 years since I was ten years 

old. The library has nearly doubled in size, with a beautiful addition that perfectly matches the origi-

nal architecture. The library’s interior layout has changed a number of times over the years. The 

ships I found so enchanting disappeared long ago. That is, until I mentioned them to library director 

Donna Kruse this week. After I described the ships to her, and told how they had captured my imag-

ination, she conducted a short search. After a couple of trips to the library attic, Donna located 

them. Thank you, Donna. Your kindness and extra effort made an old man as happy as a ten-year-

old!” 

 

Second, we have a display for Black History Month. 

 

 

 

 

Third, we had a Groundhog Stuff 

an Animal program at the end of 

January which was very well 

attended with 62 people.  

 

 

 

 

Lastly, we had a Valentine's 

Day party on Feb 11 with 

craft, snacks, and a selfie sta-

tion!  

(Continued from page 6) 
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https://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2023/01/26/tech-kits-and-job-skills-workshop-on-march-7/
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https://forms.gle/zGzrReN6rEaaJ32G7
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https://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2023/01/26/tech-kits-and-job-skills-workshop-on-march-7/
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From the NLC 
Book Club Spotlight – Prairie Lotus 

By MacKenzie Marrow (edited) 

Being a 2021-22 Golden Sower Novel Nominee, Prairie 

Lotus has also earned a Children’s Literature Award Honor 

from the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association. In 

addition to being an esteemed author, Park is the founder 

and curator of Allida Books (a HarperCollins imprint) and a 

board member for the non-profit We Need Diverse Books 

and the Rabbit hOle museum project. 

At the beginning of Prairie Lotus, Hanna has three goals, 

graduate from school, become a dressmaker, and make a 

real friend. As pioneers, she and her father have been 

traveling across the west for quite some time when they 

end up in the small Dakota Territory town of LaForge. 

Hanna is especially excited to live in town so she can final-

ly attend a real school, just like her late mother dreamed 

of her doing. But, unfortunately, this isn’t as easy as it 

sounds. Despite being intelligent and resourceful, Hanna 

is half-Chinese and faces a lot of discrimination from the 

white settlers who try to stop her from going to school or 

even running errands. Hanna now has to figure out how to still graduate from school, prepare for the 

opening of her father’s store, and keep up with her household chores, all the while dealing with the 

cruelty from the townsfolk.  

Prairie Lotus is perfect for young adult or adult readers interested in reading about early American his-

tory from a fresh perspective. Exploring life in this pioneer community, we are shown the strength and 

daily life of the women who settled in the West, and the life of the local Indigenous women, specifically 

from the Ihanktonwan (Yankton Sioux) tribe. The story purposefully reads similarly to Little House on 

the Prairie and is heavily influenced by the series (you’ll even see some familiar faces). As a daughter of 

Korean immigrants, Park says, “Hanna’s story is in many respects a kind of ‘conversation’ with the icon-

ic Little House books written by Laura Ingalls Wilder. As a child, I spent hours imagining that I too lived 

on the frontier in the 1800s, and that I was Laura’s best friend”. And Park makes no mistake that she 

wrote the story as a way for her to come to terms with a story she loves while also challenging its more 

problematic history, which is discussed more in the Author’s Note at the end of the book.  

If you’re interested in requesting this book for your book club, you can find the Book Club Kit Re-

quest Form here. There are 10 copies available (Items must be requested by a librarian)  

https://www.apalaweb.org/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://www.rabbitholekc.org/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Prairie%20Lotus&author=%20Linda%20Sue%20Park&copies=10&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=3682&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

SELS WEBSITE 
Looking for some information 

about Southeast  Library System 

or its services? Google us from 

your phone, computer, or tablet. 

Usually the simple search “sels 

ne” works pretty well. 

When you land on our home page, 

you will see blogposts. Usually 

the first is about an event. 

You can also access a page that conveniently lists upcoming events 

and meetings, a page with information about each of  our book kits,  as 

well as current and previous newsletters, information about the journal 

article request service, and the details about SELS scholarships. If  you 

haven’t already, check out our website at http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/

