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From the Director
Last month I mentioned why it

Secondly – if you have only one rule of thumb while

is important to weed your

weeding, have it be that each item has to earn its

collection. This month comes

keep. When you examine an item – is it something

the logical next step of talking

that one of your users will ever use? Is it in good

about how. To be honest – I’m

physical condition? For non-fiction collections, is it still

going to take the easy way out

accurate or historically relevant? For fiction

this month and point you to the CREW manual,

collections, do you have readers that would enjoy this

probably the gold standard weeding resource for

item in the community you currently serve?

public libraries, available for free at https://
www.tsl.texas.gov/ld/pubs/crew/index.html . Other
types of libraries have some guides out there as well,
but I didn’t find a free one. Most of the advice listed
in the CREW manual can be adapted to your
institution, just adapt where your curriculum dictates
you may need more of a non-fiction resource than
CREW suggests.
I’m not going to try and replicate the entire CREW
manual in under 400 words – it really is something
you should go through yourself. Instead, I’m going to
focus on a couple of other things.

For librarians new to a smaller library – there are very
few ways to learn your collection faster than doing a
weeding project. Even if you decide to just weed
based on the physical status of the items – going
through each item one by one gives you a
comprehensive idea of what your collection is and
isn’t.
I also urge you to consider the taking up the practice
of continual weeding. Instead of saving up and doing
one big weeding project every so often, why not take
a little time each day and go through one section, or
even one shelf? When reshelving – look at the books

First – have your policies in place. Your collection

around it. Doing a little bit every day is a lot easier to

development policy should have some guidelines on

keep up.

weeding and disposal of materials. Your institution
may have guidelines for how you dispose of materials
so check on that.
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Calendar
March 10, “Library Madness” Registration Deadline
March 12, Change to DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
March 14, National Children’s Craft Day
March 16, Freedom of Information Day
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, Front Porch Award Application Due, p. 10
March 18, National Biodiesel Day
March 20, Official Beginning of Spring
March 21, NLA Advocacy Day
March 30, CASTL, Kilgore Memorial Library, York, “Online Periodicals”
March 31, SELS Board Meeting
April 1, April Fool’s Day, Nebraska School Librarians Day
April, School Library Month
April 4, National School Librarians Day
April 12, D.E.A.R. Drop Everything and Read
April 9-15, National Library Week
April 11, National Library Worker’s Day
April 27, SELS Friends “Aged to Perfection,” p. 14
May 12, SELS Training Extravaganza, p.12

Photo of the Month

The Beatrice Public Library has set up its Thingamagig in connection to Dr. Seuss' birthday. Kids can have their pictures taken
while "sitting" inside the Cat in the Hat's Thingamagig or just pretend to be off on an adventure with the Cat. —Photo by Joanne
Neemann.
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CASTL Wrap-Up
Upcoming CASTL
Meetings

March 30
Kilgore Memorial Library
York
“Online Periodicals”
April 21
Pawnee City Public Library
“Marketing Policy”
May 19
Nelson Public Library
“Fundraising”

The theme of the February CASTL held in Superior was “Making Space: Administrative Weeding.” Among the first topics addressed was E-Rate. All paperwork
related to E-Rate, including forms, RFPs, and bills must be saved for 10 years.
Beginning last year, the online system now saves the actual forms, but copies of
the other items are still necessary. It was noted that an electronic copy is fine, so
if space is a problem, bills may be scanned.
Local practices vary on how long paperwork is kept in regard to hiring. A general
rule of thumb would be to keep paperwork as long as needed for the hiring cycle
plus one year. The actual job ad should be included in the folder.
Personnel files may be shredded five years after the end of employment, but the
dates that staff worked at the library should be kept so that the library can verify
to future potential employers when staff were employed by the library.

July 21
Wymore Public Library

As far as how long receipts should be kept, some noted that they have been directed by their cities to keep them for 7 years. State agencies are directed to
keep them for five. It was also noted that it is optional to keep packing slips, but
they can be helpful in tracing an item that needs to be replaced.

August 18
Clay Center Public Library
“Summer Reading
Successes”

Generally, personal data should not be kept, including patron circulation records
and computer sign-in sheets. As soon as the daily stats have been collected from
a computer sign-in sheet it should be shredded.

June 23
Wahoo Public Library

Some records should be kept permanently, either in the village or city files, or at
the library. These include notices of library board meetings, minutes of those
meetings, and any documents which were distributed to the board at the
meeting, since they are a part of the public record.
In the case of large donations (either monetary or physical), or the housing of a
special collection that is given or loaned to the library, written agreements
should be carefully entered into and the paperwork kept so that the library does
not find itself bound by terms which may later prove to be a hindrance.

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses
To see the full calendar & register for classes, click here. Here’s what’s coming up next:
Dates of Class

Topic

Registration

April 10—April 21

Reader’s Advisory

March 13—30

April 24—May 5

Intellectual Freedom & the Core
Values of Librarianship

March 27 —April 13

May 8—May 19

Library Finance

April 10 —April 27
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News Around the System
Library Olympics!
Story and Photo by Beth Dolnicek

The students at BruningDavenport's Davenport
building recently finished
their library olympics by
reading a book from a
different genre each
month. Those who read all
five genres received gold
medals and participated in
a metric Olympics party in
the gym during a day in
February. As you can see by
the faces, combining reading with STEM is a lot of
fun!

Geneva Public Library has a New Look
Story and Photos by Sarah Johnson

Geneva Public Library is glad to be finished with two weeks of closure and six weeks of contractors; but
everyone, from the Library Board to members of the community, is overjoyed with the new carpet! The staff
also had the opportunity to expand their range of “other duties as assigned” when they spackled, sanded,
and repainted both meeting rooms. Before the project began, it was difficult to envision how much the overall look of the building would change, but the results with a much darker color of carpet, are stunning.
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News Around the System
Cattle Trails and Dr. Seuss at Hebron Secrest Library
Provided by Terry Olson

Gary and Margaret
Kraisinger, who presented for Hebron
Secrest Library, have
spent over 50 years
researching, mapping, documenting
and writing about
cattle tails. Starting
about 1867, the
Chisholm and the
Western Trail carried the most cattle. It is estimated that 12
million head of cattle were moved over trails in a 50 year span.
Like Nebraska, the Chisholm Trail is celebrating it's 150th
Anniversary this year.
Also, Hebron Secrest celebrated Dr. Seuss' birthday with

library book displays, Facebook posts encouraging parents to
read to their children, and a Library Outreach Dr. Seuss Story
Time. Cat in the Hat was the favorite story for the 24 children in
attendance.

Wahoo Public Library to Host “Truckin’ Through Nebraska”
Provided by Denise Lawvers

Wahoo Public Library has exciting news: it is one of the 42 sites
across Nebraska that will host the “Truckin’ Through Nebraska:
A Mobile Children’s Museum” from April 12-14. This is part of
the Nebraska 150 Celebration and will be right in the middle of
National Library Week! The library is also having a program on
Monday, April 10 at 4:00 pm: “Nebraska, the 37th Star” with
Thad Beach.
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News Around the System
“My Mouth is a Volcano” presented in Falls City
Provided by Gail Froeschl

On February 21st, Falls City Elementary grades K-5, enjoyed the musical "My
Mouth is a Volcano" performed by Stars
within Reach Productions. This play is
based on the book by the same title written
by Nebraska author Julia Cook. Mrs. Gail
Froeschl, elementary librarian, brought this
play to Falls City.

Nebraska Christian celebrates Nebraska Sesquicentennial
Provided by Ruth Ferris

Nebraska Christian Schools library is celebrating Nebraska's sesquicentennial with a special display of a few
Nebraska authors from their collection. A "Nebraska 150" bulletin board is adjacent to the book display.
Students are encouraged to read Nebraska authors' works which are also visibly displayed throughout the
library.

School Librarians and Media Specialists, save the date!

Second Annual School Librarians in the Digital Age Workshop
June 9, 9am-12pm
Lincoln Public Schools District Office, sponsored by SELS and NSLA
Sessions will cover virtual learning opportunities, fair use, and the creation of book trailers.
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News Around the System
March Madness Hits the Library
Provided by Emmy Fiala

This month’s display from the Aurora Middle/High School Media
Center….

Harvard Public Library’s Changing Tree
It was a normally decorated Christmas tree at first.
Then it became a Valentine’s Day tree (see previous newsletter
for photo).
Now, the tree has taken on a new festive look for St. Patrick’s
Day.
A tree with many uses!
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News Around the System
Creativity in the Library

By Charlotte Baldinger, Photos by Megan Boggs

Patrons at Seward Memorial Library left on Tuesday nights with treasures in their hands during January and
February. Proud children wore their new finger-knitted scarves, and adults vowed to make more neck attire
when they got home. Children who brought white socks left cradling little snowman friends. Using
equipment from the library’s die-cut room, original Valentine’s Day cards were designed for some lucky
recipients. Old book pages were converted into flower bouquets … books repurposed as centerpieces
instead of sitting on shelves. All of these
experiences were shared during the
“Crafts at Seward Memorial Library”
program directed by Megan Boggs.

Cat in the Hat and Friends Celebrate
Contributed by Barbee Sweet

In Clarks, the Cat in the Hat & friends Thing 1 & Thing 2 made their
annual stop at the High Plains Elementary School yesterday to
celebrate Dr. Seuss' birthday. They spent the afternoon reading
Dr. Seuss stories to each of the classes. Thing 1 & Thing 2 handed
out Dr. Seuss bookmarks & suckers to all the kids from the
Clarks Public Library.
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News Around the System
Waverly Community Library Welcomes New Librarian

Based on information contained in the Waverly News, Photo by Waverly News Staff Writer Peggy Brown
(used with permission)

Lisa Westerholt has taken the position of
Librarian with the Waverly Community Library.
Lisa has long had a desire to work in libraries
and received her Master’s Degree from the
University of Northern Texas. So when she saw
the posting for the position at Waverly, she
applied for it in spite of the low number of
hours. She sees the position as an opportunity
to get started in the profession. She will continue to work full-time for All State Insurance.

Advocating at the Nebraska League of Municipalities conference
Richard Miller representing NLC, Steve Fosselman representing NLA, and Scott Childers representing the
Regional Systems at the League of Nebraska Municipalities meeting spent one and 1/2 days educating and
advocating for Nebraska libraries to city officials and administrators from across the state.

What can you Craft with Pots?
The theme for the March Pinterest Party at Central City Public Library was Clay Pot
Crafts. The aim was to turn clay pots into adorable spring decorations with a few
simple steps. These included candy dispensers, fairy gardens, toad stools, lady bugs,
candle holders and more. The library provided the clay pots, saucers and glass bowls,
as well as paint and adhesive. Patrons were invited to bring additional items to decorate their pots.
9

Southeast Signal March 2017

10

Southeast Signal March 2017

For more information and
to register online, click here.
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National Library Worker’s Day
April 11
Nominate a Stellar Library Worker!
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System Spotlight
New Book Kit!
We have another new book kit available to check out for
your book clubs! This one is titled “The World’s Largest Man:
a Memoir,” by Harrison Scott key. According to an excerpt
from the publisher’s description: “Harrison, with his love of
books and excessive interest in hugging, couldn’t have been
less like Pop, and when it became clear that he was not able
to kill anything very well or otherwise make his father happy,
he resolved to become everything his father was not .”
This is just one of our many available book kits. For a complete list, which includes book descriptions, see http://
libraries.ne.gov/sels/book-kits/
Any school media center or public library within the Southeast Library System may borrow multiple copies of a book to
use for classes, book clubs, or discussion groups. In some
cases we are able to send book kits to Nebraska libraries outside of our service area. Due dates are negotiable, but are
usually six weeks from the checkout date. To check out a
book kit, please contact the SELS office by calling 402-4676188, or send us an email at selsne@gmail.com.

Southeast Library System
http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls •
Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York

Staff:
Executive Director—Scott Childers
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer
maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com

Contact Us:
Local Phone: 402-467-6188
Toll Free Phone: 800-288-6063
Fax: 844-270-7004
selsne@gmail.com
5730 R St. Suite C-1
Lincoln, NE 68505
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