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From the Director
I hope all of you are doing
well in these uncertain
times. It seems like most
of my communications
right now are questions
about reopening libraries.
Questions about when, and
how to do it best. I’ll try to
give you some general advice here – but please
do feel free to contact me if you want to work
through some more specific suggestions.
Overall, I strongly suggest that any reopening
process is done in steps. Don’t just go back to
normal right now. The reasoning is so that it
would be easier to step back a little bit if a flare
up happens in your community instead of going
through a whole shut down process again.
You need to see where your community is at.
Those closer to current hot spots will see more
restrictions. If you want to see the current
Directed Health Measure (DHM) for your county
– you can view them at http://dhhs.ne.gov/
Pages/COVID-19-Directed-Health-Measures.aspx
Again, focus on your community and those
around you. At the time I write this - there is no
national or state level mandate to either open or
close. Look at the DHM that’s in effect for your
county and perhaps the surrounding ones if you
get a lot of business that crosses county lines.
What are the school districts in your area looking
at?

Some more points to consider are more practical.
Is your building size and furniture layout able to
comply with demands of DHM and best practices
to prevent virus spread? Is there actually enough
room for people to be six feet from everyone
else? Do you have the time and supplies to clean
computer areas, the circ desk, tables,
bookshelves as needed? Is there a source of
protective gear for those working? Do you have
enough people available to work who aren’t in
the higher at-risk population to be able to
maintain any type of schedule?
If you haven’t already – please look at http://
nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2020/04/27/aphased-library-reopening-plan for some ideas of
how to stage a multiple step reopen.
These times aren’t permanent. We may not all be
going back to exactly the way things were back at
the beginning of the year, but I think, in time, we
might get pretty close.
The very thing that many of us have been trying
to do is what makes it a bit more difficult to
reopen safely. We’ve tried to make our spaces
inviting places for the community to gather. Right
now the safest thing for our communities is to do
the opposite; to stay apart. It won’t be forever,
just a little while longer.
Again – let me know if you want to have a more
specific discussion about your library. Email me at
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com and we’ll go from
there.
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Calendar
May 13, National Frog Jumping Day
May 14, MARKETING YOUR LIBRARY WITH CANVA (full, but will
be recorded)
May 15, National Endangered Species Day
May 20, National Rescue Dog Day

May 24, National Scavenger Hunt Day
May 25, Memorial Day (SELS Office Closed)
June, LGBT Book Month
National PTSD Awareness Month

National Safety Month
June 1, National Penpal Day
June 5, National Gingerbread Day
June 6, D-Day

National Yo-Yo Day
June 8, National Best Friends Day
June 10, National Iced Tea Day
June 11, National Corn on the Cob Day

Photo of the Month

Planting trees for Arbor Day and Earth
Day at the Beatrice Public Library.
—Provided by Joanne Neemann
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2019 TOP 10 BANNED BOOKS
Upcoming CASTL
Meetings

1. George by Alex Gino. Challenged, banned, restricted, and hidden to avoid

controversy; for LGBTQIA+ content and a transgender character; because
schools and libraries should not “put books in a child’s hand that require discussion”; etc.
2. Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out by Susan Kuklin. ChalWe are currently holding informal
lenged for LGBTQIA+ content, for “its effect on any young people who would
Zoom meetings twice a month
instead of face to face CASTL
read it,” and for concerns that it was sexually explicit and biased.
meetings. We will resume CASTL
3. A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo by Jill Twiss, illustrated by EG Keller.
meetings when it becomes
Challenged and vandalized for LGBTQIA+ content and political viewpoints, for
practical to do so.
concerns that it is “designed to pollute the morals of its readers,” and for not
Therefore, the schedule below
including a content warning.
should be regarded as tentative.
4. Sex is a Funny Word by Cory Silverberg, illustrated by Fiona Smyth. Challenged, banned, and relocated for LGBTQIA+ content; for discussing gender
identity and sex education; and for concerns that the title and illustrations were
June 26
“inappropriate.”
Gilbert Memorial Library
5. Prince & Knight by Daniel Haack, illustrated by Stevie Lewis. Challenged
Friend
and restricted for featuring a gay marriage and LGBTQIA+ content; for being “a
July 24
deliberate attempt to indoctrinate young children.”
Wahoo Public Library
6. I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel and Jazz Jennings, illustrated by Shelagh
August 27
McNicholas. Challenged and relocated for LGBTQIA+ content.
Fairbury Public Library
7. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. Banned and challenged for
profanity and for “vulgarity and sexual overtones.”
September 25
Bruun Memorial Library
8. Drama written and illustrated by Raina Telgemeier. Challenged for
Humboldt
LGBTQIA+ content and for concerns that it goes against “family values/morals.”
9. Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling. Banned and forbidden from discussion
for referring to magic and witchcraft, for containing actual curses and spells,
and for characters that use “nefarious means” to attain goals.
10. And Tango Makes Three by Peter Parnell and Justin Richardson illustrated
by Henry Cole. Challenged and relocated for LGBTQIA+ content.

Source: ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom (edited)

Upcoming
To see the list of upcoming classes, click here. Here’s what’s coming up next:

Dates of Class

Topic

Registration

June 8—June 19

Reader’s Advisory

May 4—May 29

July 6—July 17

Reference

June 1—June26

July 27—August 7

Library Policy

June 22—July 17
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News Around the System
The Rest of the Story
By Charlotte Baldinger

Last month Seward Memorial Library mentioned how
grateful we are to have a bank-style drive-up window during this quarantine season. This window has allowed us
to meet the needs of the patrons by delivering requested
library materials as they pull up to the building. When the
director figured the April stats for the library board she
had evidence of just how busy we have been lately filling
“orders.” The window use typically averages 122 visits per
month, but in April the window use was 1,148 … plus our
circulation was only 469 less items than last year when we
were open! Yes, we think of ourselves as competing with
the local fast food restaurants. We supply food for the
mind and heart!

Exterior Renovation in Geneva
The Geneva Public Library has been undergoing exterior renovations since early April. The roof and
gutter system was replaced by a local contractor. Another contractor, Masonry Construction Inc.
(MCI) of Bellevue, NE, has been on-site for weeks washing the brick exterior, resealing expansion
joints, replacing mortar, and repointing bricks. The original 1912 Carnegie entrance of the library is
also undergoing a major facelift. MCI and a second local contractor have been working to remove
the stairs, brick sidewalls, and sidewalk. The stairs will slightly redesigned and then everything will
be replaced.
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System Spotlight

Journal Article Request

Service
You can request articles
through us from a variety of
professional magazines and
journals. If you are interested in receiving articles from
a journal, please see the
journal article request service page on our website for
a list of available journals,
as well as directions on how
to enroll in the service.

Southeast Library System
http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls •
Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York

Staff:
Executive Director—Scott Childers
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant—Vacant

Contact Us:
Local Phone: 402-467-6188
Toll Free Phone: 800-288-6063
Fax: 844-270-7004
selsne@gmail.com

5730 R St. Suite C-1
Lincoln, NE 68505

