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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

There was a study done a 

while ago on people 

commuting in London who 

had to take a new route to 

work due to labor strikes.*  

One of the results was that 

an unusual amount of 

people kept their new route when their old one 

reopened.  That may be interesting, but what 

does that have to do with libraries? Read on to 

see. 

We all saw the usage of library resources change 

dramatically over the pandemic.  Usage of 

eBooks and other online content generally went 

up. Many libraries continued physical book 

checkouts through new methods such as curbside 

pickup or even delivery.  Instead of people 

browsing the stacks, they gave requests for 

specific titles or relied heavily on library staff 

recommendations. 

Here’s another little wrinkle that some of you 

may have noticed – your patron’s interest grew in 

different genres and subjects than before.  Many 

people were trying new things while  stuck at 

home.  They tried new hobbies and learned new 

skills.  Tastes in types of stories also changed, as 

some readers began to avoid certain areas of 

fiction, such as books featuring dystopian themes 

or ones using a worldwide spread of disease as a 

plot point, in favor of lighter fare. Some 

commentaries also noted an increase in people 

rereading books. 

This brings up scenario in the first paragraph.  

Will this forced change in our communities create 

new continued patterns of use? For example: will 

we need to now provide more baking books, or 

will the amateur bakers trend slow down as more 

and more people return to pre-COVID activities?  

Will our young adult genre collections become 

lighter and more positive, as opposed the 

previous trend of darker & grittier? Did our 

customers really like the pickup or 

recommendation services that libraries added 

and now expect them to continue? 

 

*A brief summary of the study can be found at: 
https://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/cp455.pdf . 
The full study can be found: https://cep.lse.ac.uk/
pubs/download/dp1372.pdf 
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Calendar 
May 13, National Frog Jumping Day 

May 16, National Barbecue Day 

May 17, WordPress Workshop, p. 7 

May 21, CASTL Online, “What Do I Do with all 

These Papers?” 

May 24, National Scavenger Hunt Day 

May 23-25, Golder Sower Reading Open House, p. 8 

May 31, Memorial Day, SELS Office Closed 

June, Rainbow Book Month 

           National PTSD Awareness Month 

June 1, National Go Barefoot Day 

June 4, National Doughnut Day 

June 5, National Prairie Day 

June 8, National Best Friends Day 

June 9. National Donald Duck Day 

September 2, Joint Youth Services Retreat, p. 9 

Photos of the Month 

Photos by Linda M. Dux. For more, see p. 4 

https://forms.gle/Z2UMVBd6Acno2bRw6
https://forms.gle/sPiKD8vMab6tcMJv7
https://forms.gle/sPiKD8vMab6tcMJv7
http://bit.ly/2021gsower
https://bit.ly/2021jysr
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 
 

May 21 
Online—Zoom, 10-12 

"What Do I Do with all these 
Papers?"  

 
June 25  

Online—Zoom, 10-12 
 

July 30 
Crete Public Library 

“The Census and Librarians” 
10-3 

 
August 27 

SELS Meeting Room 
“Summer Reading Successes” 

10-3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 
To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

June 7—June 18 

July 5—July 16 

July 26—August 6 

Topic 

Reader’s Advisory 

Reference 

Library Policy 

Registration 

May 3—June 1 

May 31—June 25 

June 21—July 16 

At our April 23rd online CASTL Sally Snyder (of the Nebraska Library Commission) and 

Laura England-Biggs (of Keene Memorial Library, Fremont) presented the topic 

"Transforming Teen Services: Computational Thinking, Connected Learning and 

YOU!" Sally and Laura both went to a training to enable them to teach four week 

online courses on the topic to youth services librarians in Nebraska. Eventually, 

through the training of library staff, it is hoped to impact 110,000 teens nationally. 

There are four modules: Connected Learning, Computational Thinking, Child & Youth 

Development, and Educational Equity. There are rules for participation in a training, 

such as confidentiality and a maintaining a nonjudgmental attitude. 

Connected learning is about the intersection of interests, relationships, and opportu-

nities. In the online course  they use Canvas, Flipgrid, and Padlet. There are assign-

ment responses expected each week, plus there are four one-hour Zoom meetings. 

During the course, participants work to fill out forms in order to evaluate two pro-

grams they have offered to teens and to score those programs in various categories. 

For example, one item that they are asked to score on a scale of one to five is to 

what degree "Teens feel free quit new subjects that they find uninteresting." 

They also consider that there are five types of assets to consider when planning: peo-

ple, associations (informal groups of people), institutions, physical assets (buildings, 

spaces, etc.), and connections. These can be placed on an asset map using Google 

Maps. Driving around the community to notice exactly what is there can be a big 

help. 

Computational thinking was also covered. Computational thinking is everywhere and 

includes breaking down a problem into its component parts, pattern recognition, 

automation, and abstraction. Approaches include tinkering, creating, debugging, per-

severing, and collaborating. 

To see the complete presentation, click here. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ee5grhhilqu0anq/Transforming%20Teen%20Services.mp4?dl=0
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News Around the System 
Fairbury Public Library Starts its Summer Reading Program 

Fairbury Public Library has already started its Summer Reading Program. For the first special pro-

gram, Kesha Eldridge brought her tropical birds to the library, resulting in a great turnout.  

Provided by Linda M. Dux 

Plymouth Library Hosts Annual Spring Open House  

 

 

Plymouth Library hosted its Annual Spring Open 

House on April 21, 2021. Activities included Cricut 

demonstrations, Nebraska Overdrive sign-ups and 

demonstrations, snacks, and library tours. The photos 

show library customers enjoying themselves! 

 

Provided by Ellen Vorderstrasse 
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News Around the System 
SELS Training Extravaganza a Hit 

 

Banning of Books Occurs Nationally and in Nebraska 
Every year the American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Free-

dom publishes a list of the 10 most challenged books in the previous year. 

You will find that list on the next page. 

The sixth book on the list  is Something Happened in Our Town: A Child's 

Story About Racial Injustice.  As covered in this news article and other news 

sources, a YouTube reading of this book was removed from an instructional 

resource list at Papillion LaVista Community Schools. The Nebraska Library 

Association, the Nebraska School Librarians Association, the Academic 

Freedom Coalition of Nebraska, the Papillion LaVista Education Association, 

and concerned parents have opposed this action. 

Dean Jacobs was our keynote speaker. He has 

travelled to over 50 countries, and he spoke 

about the lessons learned on those travels. 

One lesson he learned was generosity when 

the people in  Sudan paid for his bus fares, 

giving as their reason that he was a guest in 

their country.  

Dr. Chris Haeffner of Lincoln Public Schools 

presented on the topic of “Fact vs. Fiction.”  

In today’s world, it can be very hard to dis-

tinguish factual content from untruths. One 

of the very helpful resources she mentioned 

was Wikipedia! 

Christa Porter of the Nebraska Library Com-

mission went into many of the details of li-

brary policy making, with a special emphasis 

on patron behavior policy. 

All presenters gave permission for their sessions to be recorded, so if you had to miss the Ex-

travaganza,  please contact Todd at todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com for the links. 

https://omaha.com/news/local/education/book-on-police-shooting-of-black-man-sparks-controversy-at-papillion-la-vista-schools/article_724c41c6-9c9b-11eb-8747-bbc25c65feab.html
mailto:todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com
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http://bit.ly/2021gsower
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Vacant  

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

SELS WEBSITE 
Looking for some information about 

Southeast  Library System or its ser-

vices? Google us from your phone, 

computer, or tablet. Usually the sim-

ple search “sels ne” brings us up as 

the first result. 

When you land on our homepage, 

you will see blogposts. Usually the 

first is about an upcoming event. 

You can also access a page that 

conveniently lists upcoming events 

and meetings, a page with infor-

mation about each of our book kits,  

as well as current and previous newsletters, information about the journal article 

request service, and the details about SELS scholarships. If you haven’t already, 

check out our website at http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/

