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News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

Guest Columnist Sharon 

Osenga, co-director of 

Central Plains Library 

System, uses an 

experience with the 

“Pinzgauer” to speak   

about the importance of 

making connections. 

I know, I know, you’re probably wondering what a 

Pinzgauer is and what it has to do with libraries! 

Several years ago when I was President of the Mountain 

Plains Library Association, I attended the New Mexico 

Library Association Conference as part of my MPLA 

presidential responsibilities.  While there, MPLA Vice-

President Wayne Hanway and I decided to tour the 

Farmington Public Library.  After the tour of a truly stellar 

modern library facility, we began to talk with the Security 

Officers.  In the course of the conversation, I discovered 

that one of them had worked with the Forestry Service 

just one mile from my home town in California 

(population 1200).   After reminiscing about various 

places, the security guard invited Wayne and me out to 

the parking lot to see something unusual.  You guessed 

it: the Pinzgauer! This six-wheel drive Swiss Army vehicle 

sure beats the Humvee!  Wayne and I were taken for an 

exhilarating ride over Bureau of Land Management land; 

over boulders and up and down sheer hills, through sand 

and water.  It was a once in a lifetime experience! If we 

had not taken the time to connect with the staff, we 

would have completely missed out on this opportunity. 

Ironically, the theme of the conference was Making 

Connections.  By making this particular connection, 

Wayne and I experienced something new.  Let me 

encourage you to make connections—through 

membership in NLA, NSLA, MPLA or ALA; through 

attending the annual joint conference; and through 

making new acquaintances with other people at system 

sponsored events.  Your connections may not bring you 

something as fun as riding in the Pinzgauer but they can 

bring you friends and colleagues who can help you in 

many other ways, such as new job opportunities, help 

with problems or just a shoulder to cry on! 
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By Bryn Pinzgauer [CC BY-2.0], via Flickr 

http://www.infoway.org/LibraryTour/index.html
http://www.infoway.org/LibraryTour/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Calendar 
June 17—National Eat Your Vegetables Day 

June 18—University of Missouri SISLT Open House, SELS Office,  9—11 am, p. 12 

June 19—Father’s Day 

June 20—National Vanilla Milkshake Day 

June 28—National Paul Bunyan Day 

June 30—CASTL, Morton-James Public Library (Nebraska City), “Escape Room,” p. 3 

July 4—Independence Day, SELS Office closed 

July 6—National Fried Chicken Day 

July 10—National Pina Colada Day 

July 12—National Simplicity Day 

July 14—National Hot Dog Day 

July 21—CASTL, Geneva 

August 19—Youth Services Day, Wilson Public Library, Cozad, p. 9 

August 25—26: 22nd Annual Youth Services Retreat, p.  9-11 

Image of the Month 

At Fairbury Public Library, as part of the Summer Reading Program, children grades 2 and older are working 

to learn SCRATCH programming. This computer program system allows children to create their own games 

as well as re-create great Nintendo games like Pong and Mario. —Linda Dux 
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CASTL Wrap-Up 
There was no CASTL Meeting last month. However, this month, on Thursday, 

June 30, we get to experience the Escape Room in Nebraska City. 

On May 25 Big Apple News/Radio featured a really cool video and story about 

the opening of the escape room.  The mayor and his family made it out with 

less than five minutes left. This was part of a larger opening party in which 

over 100 people participated. Below, a photo of the mayor and his family as 

they make a high five inside the Escape Room (courtesy of Morton-James  Li-

brary staff). 

To whet your appetite, we are reprinting a few more photos with the courte-

ous permission of Dan 

Swanson of Big Apple 

News/Radio. 

(See page four for the 

next photo.) 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

June 30 
Morton-James Public Library, 

Nebraska City 
“Escape Room” 

July 21 
Geneva Public Library 

“Weeding” with Denise Harders 

August 18 
Stromsburg Public Library 

“SRP: Lessons Learned” 

September 23 
Auburn Memorial Library 

"Meeting Parents Needs with-
out Locking Kids Out"  

October 28 
Dvoracek Memorial Library 

Wilber 

November 17 
Hruska Memorial Library 

David City 
“Favorite Books” 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

Registration will be open soon for the next set of basic skills courses, offered through the Nebraska Library 

Commission.  To see the full calendar & register for classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

July 18 —July 29 

August 22 —September 2 

Sept. 12—Sept. 23 

October 3—October 14  

Topic 

Collection Management 

Library Policy 

Programming & Outreach 

The Community and the Library 

Registration Open 

June 10 —July 8 

July 15 —August 12 

August 5—September 2 

August 26 - September 23 

http://bigappleradio.am/local-news/bequettes-solve-escape-room-puzzles-to-save-nebraska-city/
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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Escape Room Photo, continued from page three 

News Around the System 

 By Dorinda Brown, Photos by Monica Tidyman 

Learning about Nutrition with a Blender Bike 

Students in Kindergarten through 5th grade 

learned how to blend healthy eating and being 

active with two fun sessions featuring the 

popular “Blender Bike” at the Stromsburg 

Public Library. Polk County Extension Agent, 

Amy Peterson and Library Director, Monica 

Tidyman, took turns reading stories to each 

session before discussion turned to how much 

sugar is in popular kid drinks. The students 

then learned how to make a healthy drink at 

home with the help of the Blender Bike.  
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After Birthday Party, Stuffed Animals Get Into Mischief 

News Around the System 

At Central City Public Library, the Summer Reading Kick-off program for 

the 4-7 year old Roadrunners was a Curious George 75th Birthday Par-

ty and Animal Sleepover! Kids were encouraged to wear their pajamas 

and bring a stuffed animal.  There were stories, games, and lots of fun, 

and then the kids tucked their stuffed friends under blankets. The kids 

went home and the critters spent the night in the library.  Hidden cam-

eras caught the animals as they got into mischief during the night. Pic-

tures were posted to Facebook. The kids picked up the animals the 

next day at another summer reading event. 

 By Sara Lee, Photos by Kirsten Fasbender and Sara Lee 
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Milligan Public Library Receives some Beautification 

News Around the System 

Main Street in Milligan is looking better all the 

time.  Debbie Svec Adams provided an urn with 

plants  and Diane Luzum Kresak and Dwayne 

Luzum gave a bench.  These are now in front of 

the Milligan Public Library in memory of Deb-

bie's mother and Diane and Dwayne's sister, 

Jeanette Svec. 

People pictures left to right:  Debbie Svec Ad-

ams, Diane Luzum Kresak and Dwayne Luzum 

By Barbee Sweet 

Welcome to Seussville 

The Clarks Public Library had their kick off to Summer Reading June 1. The theme is Welcome to Seussville. 

Each week a different Dr. Seuss book will be highlighted & activities/speakers will correlate. Summer Reading 

will be June 1- July 20th, each Wednesday at 1:30. Activities range from having a race car come, Christmas 

with the Grinch, to having the zoo come to us! Recently, the kids decorated socks for Fox in Socks. The socks 

will be used to keep track of books read during summer reading. 

 Picture by library treasurer Shirley Brunkow 
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SELS and NSLA Collaborate 

News Around the System 

Southeast Library System and the Nebraska School Librarians Association partnered to produce “School Li-

brarians in the Digital Age.” The event 

was successful, with a total of 28 

attending (cramping the space a bit). 

Workshops included NebraskAccess   

K-12 Databases with Susan Knisely 

(we have some extra handouts), Digi-

tal Citizenship with Chris Pultz and 

Chris Haeffner (this session had a spe-

cial focus on https://

www.commonsensemedia.org/), as 

well as a session on Twitter by Cyn-

thia Stodgill entitled This is not your 

Grandmother’s Library.  

By Glenda Willnerd, photos by Jackie Bremer 

Palmyra Memorial Library Hosts Art Show 

The Palmyra Memorial Library hosted an art show 

featuring artwork by Julie Childers of Lincoln on 

Sunday, June 5th.  Instead of a brush, Julie prefers 

to use palette knives or her bare hands to 

manipulate the acrylic paint.  In 2015 Julie won an 

Award of Merit for her piece, Untitled, in the 

Lincoln Artist’s Guild 2015 Winter Show.  Julie is 

pictured with her most recent painting – The Yellow 

Dress.  She is also pictured showing one of the 30 

guests, 96 year old Roland Rodaway, the various 

techniques she uses to create her art.  Julie is the wife 

of Scott Childers, Southeast Library Systems 

Administrator.  

By Todd Schlechte 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Zstb8-hVGsvbk0-aa6mZxmoOVnAS-N54u-eHVXkGA20/edit#slide=id.g34059a535_1157
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Zstb8-hVGsvbk0-aa6mZxmoOVnAS-N54u-eHVXkGA20/edit#slide=id.g34059a535_1157
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Go, Dog, Go! 

News Around the System 

Wednesday, June 8, was "Go, Dog Go!" Day at the Clarks Public Library. They had Dwight Strobel of Strobel 

Motorsports bring his 

pre-runner. Off-road 

racing is what Strobel 

Motorsports does. 

The kids all got stick-

ers & posters. Dwight 

even started up the 

truck & let us all hear 

the power! Race fans 

were made that after-

noon! 

Contributed by Barbee Sweet 
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http://bit.ly/2016Ashland
http://bit.ly/FLW2016
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1iU3gx4cYlNYyHLjJ1cCfRJYiINMFvRPc_mOwsRxA6KU/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 

Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer  

   maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

Time to Weed? 
Are your shelves overfilled? Do you have books that are dilapidated? Do you have ma-

terials that are inaccurate or out of date? Or perhaps you even have items that don’t fit 

into the scope of the library’s collection? 

Then it’s time to weed! Don’t let a 

fear of weeding or a lack of time 

keep you from this necessary work. 

Todd and Scott are willing to come 

out to help. Just call us at 402-467-

6188 or email Todd at 

todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com. We 

will set up a time that works both 

for you and for us. 

 

System Spotlight 

By benuski, CC BY-SA 2.0 , via Flickr 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/



