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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

Back in April I wrote about 

marking and labeling your 

books, specifically about 

potential decisions for how 

to implement call numbers, 

genre markings, or other 

identifiers.  I want to add a 

little bit more to that discussion now, especially 

as I have visited many new librarians recently and 

have seen their reactions to the systems they 

inherited. 

First and foremost is to put your system, 

whatever it is, in writing.  Eventually, someone 

new will take over the task of handling the 

collection. It would also be helpful to write down 

why these decisions were made as well.  There 

has been more than one occasion over the past 

few months where I had to help decipher what 

the various abbreviations, color coding, or other 

book markings meant to a new librarian who 

didn’t have the benefit of having their 

predecessor around to explain what they all 

meant.   

This is also helpful when deciding to split up a 

collection into subgroups, like genre sections or 

by topic.  What guidance do you give to another 

person to help them figure out where a book may 

be located? For example: some of our libraries 

have a “Nebraska” section.  What does that 

entail?   

You also need to be consistent in the usage, 

mainly so new staff and customers aren’t 

confused.  There was a collection recently I 

helped with that used 4 different abbreviations 

on the spine label for books that all went into the 

same section. 4 different ways of marking the 

same thing.  

This isn’t to discourage your use of marking and 

labeling to help people have a better idea of what 

a book is about, but for it to continue to be useful 

for customers, volunteers, and new staff now and 

in the future, make sure there is some guidance 

on what it all means and how it is implemented. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
July 14, National Mac & Cheese Day 

July 16, World Snake Day 

July 19, Global Hug Your Kids Day 

July 23, National Parents’ Day 

July 25, National Merry-go-round Day 

July 28, CASTL, Bruun Memorial Library, Humboldt, 

“Summer Reading Successes” 

August, National Wellness Month 

August 2, National Coloring Book Day 

August 3, National Watermelon Day 

August 4, National Water Balloon Day 

August 8, Global Sleep Under the Stars Night 

August 9, National Book Lovers Day 

August 31 and September 1, Joint Youth Services Retreat 

Photos of the Month 

At Wahoo Public Library they had a very cool and popular summer event 
when the VR game truck from Norfolk paid a visit. For more, see p. 4. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1Y5HK7JHyaEoYJSoDvghtCBp8gC_tlBxV3aVPBTurNKmFIw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1Y5HK7JHyaEoYJSoDvghtCBp8gC_tlBxV3aVPBTurNKmFIw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5mmyW6pEIfezYssy1Kueh8_LAkChe61F6MmykT8TfXp4jXg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 
 
 

July 28 
Bruun Memorial Library 

Humboldt 
“Summer Reading           

Successes” 

 
August 25 

Superior Public Library 
“Book Disposal” 

 
September 29 

Wahoo Public Library 
“Library Law” 

 
October 27 

Wymore Public Library 
“Document Retention      

Policy” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Our June 23rd CASTL was held online only with the main theme of "Open Meetings Act 

Refresher" with Scott Childers as the presenter. Andrew Sherman, known widely as 

"Sherm", also introduced us to his role at the NLC working on technical matters. He is 

happy to work with libraries to ensure their technology needs are met. 

State statute requires that public policy is done in a transparent and public manner. All 

government entities, including governing and advisory library boards must give reasona-

ble advance notice if their meetings. A rule of thumb is 10 days, but local ordinance or 

practice may differ. In communities under 5,000, library boards can put a notice in a 

newspaper or post a physical notice in three different locations in the community. If you 

are larger than 5,000, notice must be placed in a newspaper that covers the community. 

Locations of where and when the notices were placed should be recorded in the 

minutes. 

The notice should include the time and place of the meeting and an agenda of the 

meeting (or a location where the agenda can be viewed in person). The agenda can be 

changed up to 24 hours before the meeting. It must have enough detail so citizens can 

understand what topic is being discussed. Cities of first class and larger must place the 

agenda no later than 24 hrs. before the start of the meeting on the website  and it must 

continue to be available for at least 6 months. The website does not count as one of the 

three physical locations for posting. 

Emergency meetings may be held without reasonable public notice. The reason shall be 

stated in the minutes. Complete minutes of the emergency meeting shall be made avail-

able to the public no longer than the next regular business day.  

The public has the right to attend, record, and make comments. A board can create 

rules such as setting time limits on comments. They can require someone to disclose 

their name and address. It is fine to have some meetings without time for public com-

ment, but a board shouldn't go a long time without time for comment. More infor-

mation can be found in the recording and Scott’s slides. 

Upcoming Basic Skills Classes 

Dates of Class 

August 14 —August 25  

August 28—September 8  

Sept. 18 - Sept. 29  

Topic 

Collection Management 

Programming and Outreach 

Community and Library 

Registration 

July 11—August 5  

July 25—August 19  

August 15—September 9  

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
https://www.dropbox.com/work/SELS%20Files/CASTL/CASTL%202023-06%20Open%20Meeting%20Act/Open%20Meetings%20Act%20Recording%20and%20Slides
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News Around the System 
VR Game Truck is very Popular in Wahoo 

One of Wahoo Public Library’s most 
popular programs for the summer 
happened on June 29th.  VR Game 
Truck from Norfolk, NE came to visit 
the library!  We had over 50 kids in 
attendance spread out over three 1 
hour time slots to play video games 
and use a VR set for the first 
time.  We chose the theme “Walk 
with the dinosaurs”, but there are 
several fun ones to choose 
from.  We had to take a vote from 
the kids on which one to do and it 
was a tough choice between dino-
saurs and a moon walk. Some of the 
older kids were not impressed with 
the VR.  They were expecting a Ju-
rassic Park experience but the 
younger kids had a blast with it, with 
only one child grossed out by the 
dinosaurs eating prey.  We will have 
them back again sometime to try 
the moon walk and maybe the Titan-
ic adventure once the news stories 
settle down.  We highly recommend 
the experience.  The contact infor-
mation for the VR truck is as fol-
lows:  

http://www.vrgametrucknebraska.com/, Michael Dale, Owner of VR Game Truck Nebraska, (402)-
992-4278, "We Bring the Party to You!" 

As the Seward Memorial Library celebrates “All Together Now Seward,” we continue the festivi-
ties with a scavenger hunt around the City’s central square.  The library’s “Act of Kindness” scav-
enger hunt begins July 10.  Patrons will have until July 31 to find posters hidden around Seward’s 
central square businesses and write down the clues that they find.  Each poster includes a unique 
way to display an act of kindness to the people around us.  For example, one might “let someone-
go ahead of you in line,” “donate a book to someone” or “help  a neighbor.”                                                                                                                            

Story and photos by Carrie Trutna 

Escape Rooms, Scavenger Hunts, String Beans, and Ice Cream! 

Provided by Sherri Payne 

(continued on p. 5)    

http://www.vrgametrucknebraska.com/?fbclid=IwAR1kT8hbRyhUgJzFDbCAgROB3muVHat5GcvzykS3K-MV_IlzoKiM79JKVaA
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News Around the System 
Carpooling to ARSL 

A number of librarians in the Southeast Library System 

are planning on carpooling to the Association for Rural 

and Small Libraries Conference September 20-23 at the 

Hyatt Regency in Wichita, Kansas. To help coordinate 

this effort,  Scott set up an online tool where, if you 

want, you can enter your vehicle for people to ride in to 

Wichita. You can also join an existing carpool opportuni-

ty. Providers of vehicles have been providing additional details in the “Comments” section. To 

offer your vehicle for a carpool, or to join a carpool, click here. 

Escape Rooms, etc.! (Continued from p. 4) 

As an added bonus, patrons who collect all the 

acts of kindness can turn in their score sheet 

to try to win a prize at the end of the month.   

Another fun activity for the summer is the 

family escape room. This summer, patrons will 

be challenged to unravel “The Mystery at the 

Rivoli.”  Agent Axel, a soon-to-be hit movie, is 

about to have its feature premiere at the Rivo-

li Theater. The star of the show, a husky, is 

scheduled to attend the extravagant festivities 

planned for the premiere. Catastrophe strikes 

right before the show, and the show’s star 

husky disappears. He has been kidnapped! On-

ly our patrons can help us out as they work to 

solve the clues to find and rescue the movie 

star before the grand celebration takes place.  

Our escape room will run through the end of 

the month and our summer will culminate in a 

grand finale with a real movie at the true Rivoli 

theater on the city square. 

The library also held a String Beans concert on 

June 29.  Even though heat mandated a change of venue to an inside location, patrons still had a 

good time.  The Friends of Seward Library showed up to help serve ice cream and sprinkles to an 

energized crowd! 

https://www.groupcarpool.com/t/gb6s4j
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News Around the System 
Summer Activities in Clarks 

This summer Strobel 

Motorsports brought 

their #94 Baja Trophy 

Truck for every one to 

check out. We learned 

how important reading 

is even in the racing 

world and to keep 

reaching for your dreams.  

Keith West and his assistant Miss Kitty put on an 

afternoon magic show for all ages to enjoy. There 

were lots of laughs and amazed audience mem-

bers.  

Dr.Oxygen came to teach us all about the science 

of bubbles. There was lots of hands on learning 

and many volunteers to get on the bubble action! 

This week will be Christmas in July with a special 

visit from The Grinch. Next week we will wrap up 

Summer Reading with the annual water fight put 

on by the Clarks Volunteer Fire Department! 

Story and photos by Barbee Sweet 
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From the NLC 
Book Club Spotlight – Sitting Pretty by Rebekah Taussig 

By MacKenzie Marrow (edited) 

Sitting Pretty is a memoir in essays 

focusing on Dr. Taussig’s experience 

as she navigates the world in her dis-

abled body. When Taussig was four 

months old, cancer attacked her 

spine, leaving her paralyzed from the 

waist down. By age two, Taussig is 

cancer-free and going about her life 

as any other kid would; only after 

noticing how disabled people were 

portrayed in media and movies (The 

Hunchback of Notre Dame, Forrest 

Gump, etc.) did she realize she was 

different. Seeing how disabilities 

were represented, mocked, and oth-

ered, she learned to resent her body 

and the special accommodations it 

needed. Throughout her life, Taussig 

has had to work immensely hard to 

unlearn all the negatives she was 

taught about her body and handle 

people treating her differently be-

cause of her disability, from teaching 

her first class to navigating 

how strangers want to comment on 

her love life.  

While Taussig’s knowledge and ideas 

come from a place of well-researched and thoughtful academia, her language and ideas are accessible 

to anyone and show a nuanced approach to the societal “otherness” placed on disabled people. Group 

discussion will benefit from being able to talk about these themes together and share their own experi-

ences with disabilities, the disability community, or any moment of “otherness” felt from inaccessibility 

or social stigma.  

If you’re interested in requesting Sitting Pretty for your book club, you can find the Book Club Kit Re-

quest form here. There are 11 copies available. (A librarian must request items) 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Sitting%20Pretty&author=%20Rebekah%20Taussig&copies=11&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=3782&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Sitting%20Pretty&author=%20Rebekah%20Taussig&copies=11&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=3782&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5mmyW6pEIfezYssy1Kueh8_LAkChe61F6MmykT8TfXp4jXg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
Scott.Childers.SELS@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
Todd.Schlechte.SELS@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
Catherine.Sokol.SELS@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

Scholarships 
Did you know that the Southeast Li-

brary System provides scholarships to 

pay for registration and/or travel costs 

for continuing education events, 

course work in  library science, and 

webinars? 

Applicants must be residents of  the ar-

ea served by the Southeast Library 

System or work in a library within the System. Preference is 

given to those who have never received a scholarship from 

SELS in the past, and to first-time attendees at the event re-

quested. Click here for more information. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/scholarships/

