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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

If you’ll allow me to share a 

brief personal story, I swear 

I’ll have a point relevant to 

libraries at the end. 

I was at a family gathering a 

while ago when one of my 

extended relatives began 

railing about how people in this country needed to be 

working for big companies. People who didn’t were 

lazy and selfish and just feeding off of other people’s 

taxes. What was really odd was very few of the other 

people who were in the room at the time worked for 

a big company. One was a police officer, one worked 

for the state, two owned their own small companies, 

and I was already in my current position – which is at 

a non-profit organization. 

His narrative didn’t change when we pointed this fact 

out. He just hand waved it away with a “present 

company excluded” and continued on.  Funny how 

there was a room full of counter-examples and they 

were all ignored, isn’t it? 

This is a great example of how easy it is for faulty 

opinions to be created about groups of people if you 

just discount those examples that don’t fit the story 

you tell yourself. 

Another example – when I worked in York, everyone 

kept telling me that most everybody there worked in 

agriculture. When I actually looked up the census 

figures on employment for strategic planning 

purposes – that showed a different story. Most of the 

people who lived within city limits worked in medical 

and educational fields. When I pointed this out – it 

wasn’t readily believed by some long-time citizens 

until I showed them the figures. What was true in the 

past wasn’t true now. 

The point of these stories is that it can be very easy to 

fall into the trap of claiming that a group of people 

has a certain characteristic, especially if you exclude 

those that don’t fit your internal story.  As you think 

about your services, always be aware of your own 

biases and assumptions when thinking about the 

makeup of your community. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
October 12, National Farmers Day 

October 16, National Boss’s Day 

October 19, CASTL, Jennifer Reinke Memorial Library, Deshler, 
“Annual Reports” 

October 21-27, National Friends of Libraries Week 

October 28, National Chocolate Day 

November, National Native American Heritage Month 

         Picture Book Month 

November 4-10, International Games Week 

November 6, Election Day 

November 8, National STEM/STEAM Day 

November 9, CASTL, Aurora, “Bibliostat” 

November 12, Veterans Day observed, SELS Office Closed 

November 13, World Kindness Day 

November 17, SELS Friends’ Movie 

November 30, Summer Reading Workshop, Walt Branch Library, Lincoln, “A Universe of Stories” 

Photo of the Month 

This picture is from 

the Seward Memorial 

Library’s 15th Anni-

versary celebration of 

their new building. 

For more information 

and pictures, see 

page 6. 

https://goo.gl/forms/3Hg3Nrq9fNnlavfQ2
https://goo.gl/forms/3Hg3Nrq9fNnlavfQ2
http://www.ala.org/united/events_conferences/folweek
http://games.ala.org/international-games-week/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2018/09/27/summer-reading-workshop-on-november-30th/
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CASTL Wrap-Up 
On September 20, CASTL members toured the Nebraska Library Commission and 

met with its staff. 

Rod Wagner, director of the NLC, gave a short introduction. Before 1972 the Com-

mission was called the Nebraska Public Library Commission, but it changed its name 

to reflect the fact that it serves all types of libraries. It has a governing board of six 

members appointed by the governor, and that board approves the budget, plans, 

and policies of the NLC. It provides many services to libraries and the people of Ne-

braska, including the following, which were addressed by Commission staff. 

Lynda Clause talked about Interlibrary Loan. She noted that it is important to have 

policies in place so that patrons have clear expectations about due dates, late fees, 

etc.  She urged libraries to take advantage of the free tracking of library mail in order 

to help resolve problems if an item does not turn up where it should. Any govern-

ment funded library in Nebraska may use the ILL services of the Commission; it need 

not be accredited. 

Lisa Kelly then talked about how the Commission started loaning book kits in 2006. 

Many of those are gifts. Libraries are responsible only for the postage to return the 

book kit; once again, tracking is important. Because of the popularity of the kits, it is 

helpful to have four or five titles in mind when making a reservation. One librarian 

noted that it works well to always reference the NLC website to order a book kit ra-

ther than making individual ILL requests. 

Scott Scholz, director of the Talking Book and Braille Service, said the service is avail-

able to anyone who can no longer handle regular print. TBBS provides audio material 

either through the mail or via a digital download. The costs of the audio player, post-

age, and materials are all paid by the Library of Congress. The average age of the 

user lies in the mid 80s. Continued progress means that there is now also a mobile 

app that resembles a physical player in appearance. 

 
Upcoming CASTL 

Meetings 

 
 
 

October 19 
Jennifer Reinke Public  

Library, Deshler 
“Sharing of Annual        

Reports” 
 

November 9 

Alice M. Farr Library 
Aurora 

“Bibliostat” 
 

December 7 
Auburn Memorial     

Library 
“Things we wished we 

had known…” 
 

January  
Fairmont Public Library 
“Do we really need Teen 

Programming?” 
 
 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 

To see the list of 2018 classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

Nov. 5 —Nov. 16  
 

Dec. 3—Dec. 14 

Topic 

Leadership 

Library Services to Children and 

Teens 

Registration 

Oct. 8 —Oct. 26  

Nov. 1—Nov. 23 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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News Around the System 

 

 

Bulletin Boards at Hebron Secrest Library 
Photos by Judy Kassenbaum 

Great American Read  
Story and photos by April Stevens 

Our small town library in Osceola is lucky enough to have 66 books out of the 100 on the list for 

the Great American Read. We have had this display up for a couple of months now and there have 

been a lot of people reading these books. Many people also counted up the number of books on 

this list that they have read. For Banned Books Week I decided to mark the best loved books on the 

Great American Book list that have been challenged over the past 10 years. It’s fascinating  just 

how many of America’s beloved books are on the banned book list. Of course, this just piqued the 

interest of many people! Lots of questions get asked – “What is a banned book?”, “Why was this 

book banned?”, “Did they burn these books?”, “Who banned them?” or the statement “Well, I 

read this book , it wasn’t bad at all!” This book display has led to many educational conversations 

about the books themselves and also about banned books in general.  
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News Around the System 

The City of Crete and the Crete Public Library held a ground-breaking ceremony for the new library 

on 12 September 2018 at the site of 1515 Forest Ave. 

Crete Mayor Roger Foster and others acknowledged the many contributions of time, expertise, and 

financial donations which have made this decade-long effort a reality for the Crete community. Do-

nations have included those from private citizens, entities, businesses, and the Friends of the Crete 

Public Library, which have now topped $2 million. Prior to the ceremony, Foster accepted a dona-

tion of $50,000 from Windstream’s State Operations President, Brad Hedrick, for the naming rights 

of the technology center. 

Library Director Joy Stevenson also expressed her appreciation to the many individuals and parties 

involved, especially library staff, who have sustained the longtime support this project has within 

community. She quoted a recent New York Times article, “Libraries are the kinds of places where 

people with different backgrounds, passions and interests can take part in a living, democratic cul-

ture. They are the kind of places were the public, private, and philanthropic sectors can work to-

gether to reach for something higher than the bottom line.” 

Crete City Council members and Mayor Foster accepted the bid of $5,559,000 from Sampson Con-

struction last month to build the 20,000 square foot facility on the block once occupied by Crete’s 

former hospital. The building, designed by BVH Architecture and projected for a Winter 2019 com-

pletion, includes the new library with youth, adult and technology spaces, separate community 

room, which doubles as a storm shelter, as well as a new park. 

Those wielding a shovel (from left to right): 

Sampson Construction Project Man-

ager, Joe Nerud; Library Advisory 

Board President, Peter Clarke; Sa-

line County Board Commissioner, 

Willis Luedke; Crete City Council 

President, Travis Sears; Mayor    

Roger Foster; City Administrator, 

Tom Ourada; Library Director, Joy 

Stevenson; Manny Dimas with 

Friends of the Crete Public Library, 

and architect Ryan Hier with BVH 

Architect. 

Crete Public Library Celebrates Another Milestone 
Story and photo by Jennifer Lampila  



Southeast Signal October 2018 

6 

Seward Memorial Library Celebrates Fifteen Years at New Address 

News Around the System 

On Sunday, September 16 hundreds of patrons gathered on the brick street in front of Seward Me-

morial Library to celebrate 15 years in the new facility.  In 2003 the same brick street was blocked 

off so members of the community could help move all of the library materials via a hand-to-hand 

chain into the completed building, but this weekend the library hosted a family fair and street party.   

The staff interacted with the guests and assisted with children’s games and activities.  There were 

inflatables and face painting stations as well as four musical groups to entertain everyone during the 

event.  Oldies were played by the Ukeladies, polka songs were performed by the Firehouse Five, 

school spirit pep numbers were provided by the Seward High School Drumline and the evening end-

ed with a performance of classic rock songs by The Avid Readers.  Food was available and souvenirs 

were given away.  It was a wonderful celebration of community involvement and appreciation for 

those who helped make this landmark possible and others who continue to support the work of the 

library.  The party danced into the evening 

until the mosquitos decided to join in the 

fun. The day was memorable for everyone 

involved! Special events and programs on 

each weekend through the end of October 

make it quite an anniversary … celebrated 

library style. 

 

 

Provided by Charlotte Baldinger 
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News Around the System 

Library patrons, staff and board members toured Yesterday's 

Lady Museum, housed in the historical J. Schmuck Building, 

built in 1887, Beatrice, NE.  Yesterday's Lady Vintage Clothing 

Museum and Vintage Salon,  owned by Susan McLain,  boasts 

a collection and knowledge of vintage clothing spanning near-

ly two centuries, from the early 1800's to the 1960's. Every-

one enjoyed the history and stories about the vintage cloth-

ing, antiques, and even ghosts.  

Plymouth Holds Fall Library Tour on September 29 
Story and photos by Ellen Vorderstrasse 

Three NLC Grants are Open for Applications 
Youth Grants for Excellence, Continuing Education/Training, and Internship Grants all are available 

right now!  Youth Grants for Excellence makes funding available specifically for innovative projects 

for children and young adults in accredited public libraries and state-run institutional libraries in 

Nebraska. This grant application is due October 15, 2018.  Continuing Education/Training grants 

help assist Nebraska libraries to improve the library services provided to their communities 

through continuing education and training for their library personnel and supporters. Applications 

are due December 7, 2018.  Internship grants work to introduce high school and college students 

to the varied and exciting work of Nebraska libraries. This grant application is due November 16, 

2018. For more information see http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2018/10/11/2018-nlc-

grants/ 

http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2018/10/11/2018-nlc-grants/
http://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/2018/10/11/2018-nlc-grants/
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News Around the System 

Children and Tweens built two different kinds 

of catapults at the Fairbury Public Library on 

Saturday, September 22nd.  The goal was to 

explore Newton's second law of motion.  

 

Exploring Newton’s Second Law of Motion 
Story and photos by Linda Dux 

New Theme at Aurora Jr./Sr. High               

Media Center 

Provided by Emmy Fiala 

We’re “creepin’ it real in the library” this October!  
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Call for SELS Board Nominations 

From SELS 

The time is near for the next election to choose SELS board members. If you would be interested in 

serving on the board, or know someone who you feel would be a good board member, I would love 

to hear from you! 

If you work in a library, are a library board member or user of a library in our service area; you are 

eligible to be a SELS board member. The Southeast Library System serves the counties of Butler, 

Clay, Fillmore, Gage, Hamilton, Jefferson, Johnson, Lancaster, Merrick, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, 

Pawnee, Polk, Richardson, Saline, Saunders, Seward, Thayer, and York. 

The board governs the Southeast Library System. Board member responsibilities include approval of 

policies, plans, and budgets, as well as evaluation of the System Director. 

Board members serve a three year term. The board meets four times a year at locations around the 

SELS area and/or webinar, plus the annual meeting in January. The term would begin on January 1, 

2019. 

We serve all types of libraries and we strive to have that diversity in our board as well. 

The deadline for all nominations is October 31. To self-nominate, please send your name, library 

and role with said library, and a short (under 100 words) biography to 

scott.childers.sels@gmail.com . To nominate someone else, please send their name, contact infor-

mation, and if you have already approached that person or not. 

Thanks so much for your consideration! 

Good Bye to My Friends 
By Maggie Kramer 

I would like to take time to say “Good Bye” to my friends throughout the Southeast Library System.   

It’s been an enjoyable three years working here. I’ve come to know you from workshops, CASTL 

meetings, and Board meetings. Some of you I’ve met through email, phone calls and requests for 

journal articles and book kits.  Thank you for welcoming me when I started this job and I hope that 

I have made your job a little easier. Librarians and libraries are my favorite people and places.  My 

next chapter will be at the UNL AEM Business Center to take a full time position in accounting. I 

will continue to visit libraries wherever I go, so I may see you in the future.  Thank you,  Maggie 

Kramer, SELS Administrative Assistant for one more week.   

mailto:scott.childers.sels@gmail.com
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SELS Friends Announce Final Year 

From the SELS Friends 

Fifteen or more years ago a fund-raising committee (remember CNN – Cash Needed Now?) worked 

hard for the Southeast Library System, as their funding had been flat for many years.  About twelve 

years ago this committee evolved into the SELS Friends group, no longer a committee but a subsidi-

ary of the System.  Initially this committee did much to support the System budget and it filled a 

great need during tight budget years. 

Since then, the number of systems was reduced from six to four and their budgets were increased 

accordingly.  The function of the SELS Friends no longer seemed as necessary and it became more of 

a social group.  While networking opportunities are certainly important and we applaud every 

chance that is offered to meet each other face to face, the SELS Friends Board and members feel 

that perhaps it is time to re-consider our purpose.    

At the annual meeting held in August in Lincoln, this discussion was held and it was unanimous of all 

present: this fiscal year will be the last official year of the SELS Friends as a stand-alone group and 

beginning July 1, 2019 we will revert the subsidiary back to a committee status.  That being said, we 

want to go out with a bang!   

For all CURRENT SELS Friends members, you will receive extra benefits throughout the year.  The 

next Friends event will take place on Saturday, November 17 at 10:00 a.m.  A private showing of 

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald will be show at the Rivoli in Seward.  CURRENT Friends 

members will get in for a donation of their choosing, non-members will pay an admission fee.  

Watch for details in next month’s newsletter, but mark your calendars now.  And more events will 

be planned through the year.  It is not too late to become a Friends member for one last time!  See 

our website at http://www.selsfriends.org for more information.   

And at the end of the year (June 30, 2019) the SELS Friends assets will be turned over to the South-

east Library System.  They have assured us that the funds will be accounted for separately from 

their other funds and that it will be used wisely and in ways that directly benefit System libraries 

(and not necessarily the SELS staff).   

Just like always, we support the libraries in the southeast corner of Nebraska and we will continue 

to do so.  No matter what our name changes to or what our structure shifts to, we will remain 

strong as we work with each other through whatever the future holds for libraries.  Thanks for your 

past support, and let’s celebrate this year! 

 

SELS Friends’ Board of Directors 

Becky, Tom, Lisa, Karen and Jan 

http://www.selsfriends.org
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What is a Golden Sower Volunteer Reader? 

Other News 

The Golden Sower Award is the 

children’s choice award for the 

state of Nebraska. Beginning in 

1981, the Golden Sower Award has 

been given to authors and illustra-

tors of outstanding books chosen 

for the award by Nebraska stu-

dents.  

Many schools and public libraries 

are already participating in the 

Golden Sower process by being 

voting sites for the children.    

Thousands of Nebraska’s students participate in the Golden Sower Award program each year.  Have 

you ever wondered how the nominee lists are created? 

Each award category (Picture Books, Chapter Books and Novels) has a reading committee consisting 

of librarians, teachers and other interested adults. Volunteer readers are responsible for reading 

youth books for the publication years under consideration and suggesting books of high-quality to 

be read by other members. Volunteers read during the months of September through mid-July. At 

the end of July, readers are asked to submit votes for their top ten titles. Readers are invited to 

attend a selection meeting held in late July to review the top selections and to determine the titles 

to be placed on the master list for the children. 

 Volunteer readers can choose to read for as many levels as they wish.  

 Volunteer readers must vote at least once every two years to remain on the mailing list. 

 Being a reader requires the reading of a substantial number of youth books each year. 

 It also requires reaching consensus with others who may bring diverse interests and back-

grounds. 

Are you interested in becoming part of the process? Consider volunteering to become a Golden 

Sower reader!  Contact the following to sign up to be a volunteer reader: 

Picture Book Coordinator: Shawna Lindner slindner@kearneygov.org 

Chapter Book Coordinator: Shawna Lindner slindner@kearneygov.org 

Novels Coordinator: Jill Annis jannis@epsne.org 

By Shawna Lindner 

mailto:slindner@kearneygov.org
mailto:slindner@kearneygov.org
mailto:jannis@epsne.org
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http://bit.ly/SRP2019
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 

Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer  

   maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

CASTL 

CASTL is a monthly 

meeting where public 

library directors can 

get together and learn 

from one another. Offi-

cially known as 

“Conversations 

Among Small Town  

Librarians,” each 

meeting has a themed 

discussion or presen-

tation. There is also a round-robin discussion where everyone can share 

what’s going on at their library, ask questions, and talk about solutions to is-

sues in a confidential setting.  CASTL offers you a monthly break from your 

library and wonderful support from your fellow directors. CE credit is availa-

ble as well. For information on upcoming CASTL meetings check page three 

of  this newsletter and sign up for the CASTL email list by contacting Todd at 

todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com.  

System Spotlight 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/



